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Country Profile  
 
Area: 238 533 sq km  
Population: 25.2 million (July 2013 est) 
Capital City: Accra  
Other Major Cities: Kumasi (1.773 million)  
People: Akan 47.5%, Mole-Dagbon 16.6%, 
Ewe 13.9%, Ga-Dangme 7.4%, Gurma 5.7%, 
Guan 3.7%, Grusi 2.5%, Mande-Busanga 
1.1%, other 1.6% (2010 census) 
Language(s): English (official) Asante 14.8%, 
Ewe 12.7%, Fante 9.9%, Boron (Brong) 
4.6%, Dagomba 4.3%, Dangme 4.3%, 
Dagarte (Dagaba) 3.7%, Akyem 3.4%, Ga 
3.4%, Akuapem 2.9%, other (includes 
English (official)) 36.1% (2000 census)  
Religion(s): Christian 71.2% 
(Pentecostal/Charismatic 28.3%, 
Protestant 18.4%, Catholic 13.1%, other 
11.4%), Muslim 17.6%, traditional 5.2%, 
other 0.8%, none 5.2% (2010 census)  
Currency: Cedi (GHC)  
 
 
Major political parties: 
Convention People's Party or CPP [Dr Edmund DELLE]; Democratic Freedom Party 
or DFP [Obed Yao ASAMOAH]; Democratic People’s Party or DPP [T.N. WARD 
BREW]; Every Ghanaian Living Everywhere or EGLE [Henry GIDI]; Great 
Consolidated Popular Party or GCPP [Dr Henry LARTEY]; National Democratic 
Congress or NDC [Samuel OFOSU-AMPOFO]; National Democratic Party or NDP 
[Nii Armah JOSIAH-AYEH]; New Patriotic Party or NPP [Freddie BLAY]; People's 
National Convention or PNC [Bernard Anbataayela MORNAH]  
 
Government: Republic 
Independence: 6 March 1957 (from UK) 
Administrative Divisions: Ten regions: Ashanti, Brong-Ahafo, Central, Eastern, Greater Accra, 
Northern, Upper East, Upper West, Volta, and Western 
 
Chief of State: President Nana AKUFO-ADDO won election 7 December 2016. The president 
is both the chief of state and head of government. 
Vice President: Dr Mahamudu BAWUMIA  
 
Key Ministers:  
Minister for the Interior - Ambrose Dery 
Minister for National Security - Albert Kan-Dapaah 
Minister for Energy and Petroleum – John-Peter Amewu  
Minister for Finance - Ken Ofori-Atta  
Minister for Defence - Dominic Nitiwul 
Minister for Foreign Affairs - Shirley Ayorkor Botchwey  
Minister for Lands and Natural Resources - Kwaku Asomah-Cheremeh 
Minister for Justice and Attorney-General – Gloria Afua Akuffo 

Figure 1: Ghana 



[GHANA RISK REVIEW: APRIL 2020] 2 

 
Minister for Health - Kwaku Agyemang Manu 
Minister for Business Development - Ibrahim Awal Mohammed 
Minister for Railways - Joe Ghartey 
Minister for Agriculture - Dr. Owusu Afriyie Akoto 
 
Elections: president and vice president elected on the same ticket by popular 
vote for four-year terms (eligible for a second term); election last held on 7 
December 2016  
 
Election results: Nana Addo Dankwa AKUFO-ADDO - 53.72%; John Dramani 
MAHAMA incumbent President; percent of vote – 44.53%, other 1.45% 
 
Legislature: 
Unicameral Parliament (275 seats; members elected by direct, popular vote in single-seat 
constituencies to serve four-year terms) 
Elections: Last held on 7 December 2016; next December 2020 
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Source: http://districts.ghana-net.com/index.html 

 Figure 4: Ghana Administrative Regions 
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Executive Summary 
 
Political – Risk Level: 2; Classification: Moderate; Trend: Stable 
 
Expectations are that President Nana Addo Dankwa Akufo-Addo will win elections to be held 
on 7 December 2020 should they indeed take place; the Covid-19 pandemic disrupted 
preparations for elections and President Akufo-Addo was praised for the way in which he has 
been handling the Covid-19 crisis. 
 
Political Stability:  In a report dated 22 April 2020, the Economic Intelligence Unit (EIU) said 
that President Nana Addo Dankwa Akufo-Addo will win elections to be held on 7 December 
2020. This is because, according to the EIU, the National Democratic Congress (NDC), the 
opposition party, will find it difficult to convince Ghanaians it was a better custodian of the 
country's economy under former President John Dramani Mahama. A poll by KUDUS Research 
and Advocacy Centre shows that 54% of people will vote for President Akufo-Addo and 46% 
for Mahama. 
 
Former President John Mahama, who said in February 2020 that he would announce a running 
mate in March, did not do so as events were overtaken by the Covid-19 pandemic. 
 
The Ashanti Regional NDC served notice to its media monitors not to appear or have anything 
to do with the newly-opened WUNTUMI TV/RADIO, which is owned by the Ashanti Regional 
chairperson of the ruling NPP, Bernard Antwi Boasoako.   
 
Government Effectiveness: The leaders of the major political parties in the country, the 
National House of Chiefs and the Trades Union Congress (TUC) commended President Akufo-
Addo for the measures he has put in place to deal with the Covid-19 pandemic. Amongst 
others, the president introduced measures requiring mandatory 14-day self-quarantine and 
closed Ghana's land, sea, and air borders to human traffic President Akufo-Addo also 
announced the imposition of restrictions to movement in the Greater Accra Metropolitan 
Area and Kasoa, and the Greater Kumasi Metropolitan Area.  
 
Participants in a project on "Promoting issue-based campaign on Fisheries, mining, oil and gas 
governance for election 2020” rejected the development of political manifestos independent 
of State Policy and the National Development Planning Commission (NDPC).  
 
Institutional Balance/Functioning: Ghana introduced a range of measures in a bid to stop the 
spread of the Covid-19 in terms of the Imposition of Restrictions Act, which was passed by 
parliament. Kwadwo Appiagyei-Atua, Associate Professor in Law, University of Ghana wrote 
that the law is draconian and opens the door to overreach and violations of fundamental 
rights and freedoms.  
 
On 24 April, President Akufo-Addo met with the leadership of media houses and told them 
that when they report on Covid-19 they should talk to scientists.  
 
The National Communication Authority (NCA) said that the shutdown of Sogakofe based Radio 
Tongu followed due process after the radio station illegally re-opened when its authorisation 
was suspended.  
 
Parliament in March 2020 passed the Narcotics Control Commission Bill-2019 to treat drug 
dependence as a public health issue rather than focusing on law enforcement, incarceration, 
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punishment and repression. The new law further empowers the Minister for Interior to grant 
licences for the cultivation of cannabis of not more than 0.3% Tetrahydrocannabinol (THC). 
Reacting to this development, the Rastafari Council who have been advocating the legalisation 
of cannabis over the years congratulated the government and urged it to take advantage of 
this opportunity to initiate policies to industrialise the production and processing of cannabis.  
 
The Minority in Parliament raised concerns over the Finance Committee of the House 
authorising government to spend some GHS1.2 billion from the Contingency Fund without 
presenting the approval report on the Floor of the House.  
 
Former President John Mahama said it was irresponsible of the Electoral Commission (EC) to 
still decide on the compilation of the new voters’ register amidst the Covid-19 threat. The EC 
postponed the compilation of a new voter’s register which should have commenced on 18 
April 2020, but still wants a new register.  The Accra High Court ruled, on 24 April 2020, that 
the EC must refrain from holding a conference scheduled to commence at the Escape Hotel 
Prampram on the same date on the new voters’ register. Despite the outbreak of Covid-19 
and the ban on public gatherings, the Commission announced it would go ahead with the 
meeting. The Coalition of Domestic Election Observers (CODEO) predicted an imminent 
constitutional crisis in case the December 2020 general election is delayed or postponed as a 
result of the Covid-19 pandemic.  According to the group, although some constitutional 
experts are working round the clock to find viable solutions for worst-case scenarios, the 
constitution did not envisage a period where there would be no general election.  
 
International Relations: Ghana’s Foreign Minister, Shirley Ayorkor Botchwey, said she had 
summoned the Chinese Ambassador to express her disappointment over alleged 
discrimination against Africans in China and demand action. Ghana received three 
consignments of medical supplies from China, including two from the Jack Ma Foundation and 
one from the Chinese government. Ghana and the United Kingdom (UK) agreed to continue 
to work together to encourage commitment towards climate action amid the Covid-19 
pandemic.  The German government is supporting Covid-19 rapid response measures in 
Ghana with up to €13.4 million, the German Embassy announced.  
 
The families of Ghanaians, who were murdered in The Gambian in 2005, filed submissions to 
The Gambia Truth, Reconciliation and Reparations Commission (TRRC) in March 2020. They 
are demanding that former President Yahya Jammeh and “Junglers” (hit squads) who 
allegedly perpetrated the atrocity against the deceased Ghanaians must be brought to justice 
and compensation paid to the families and survivors.  
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Operational – Risk Level: 3; Classification: Substantial; Trend: Improving 
 
As of 26 April 2020, Ghana recorded 1 550 Covid-19 cases and on 19 April 2020, the 
restrictions on movements in the Greater Accra Metropolitan Area and Kasoa, and the Greater 
Kumasi Metropolitan Area were lifted. There are important developments regarding 
infrastructure projects, corruption and bureaucracy. 
 
General: The first two cases of Covid-19 were confirmed on 12 March 2020, when two people 
returned from Norway and Turkey. As of 24 April 2020, Ghana recorded 1 279 Covid-19 cases 
with 134 recoveries and 10 deaths. A staff member of Chirano Gold Mine (Western-North 
Region) tested positive for Covid-19 on 24 April 2020, bringing the number of regions in Ghana 
affected by the Covid-19 pandemic to 11 out of 16. 
 

The classification remains Moderate and the trend is Stable. The government insists that 
a decision to quarantine arrivals from abroad and bolster testing to more than 68 000 
samples gives it a strong hand in controlling the pandemic. The country's borders remain 
closed and measures shuttering schools and limiting public gatherings are still in force. But 
some working in the health sector said Ghana - widely seen as a model of political stability 
in a volatile region - was risking any progress by lifting the lockdown. But, despite the 
president's claims, there were widespread accusations that the move had far more to do 
with politics. The incumbent is facing a tough fight for re-election in December against 
Mahama and will not want to lose support from the masses of urban poor. Up until now, 
Akufo-Addo's opponents have largely swung behind him to support his strategy for 
tackling the pandemic. But that spirit of national unity has now all but evaporated and his 
call to end the lockdown has been thrust squarely to the centre of the tug-of-war for votes. 
 
The NDC still needs to campaign to try and win elections and they would likely exploit any 
missteps. It might suit the party if elections are postponed, which could allow the NPP and 
President Akufo-Addo to make mistakes as they try to contain the spread of the virus while 
at the same time revive the economy. President Akufo-Addo faces the danger that the 
economic damaged caused by Covid-19 could eventually count against him at the ballot 
box, unless he can put measures in place to start a process of recovery. Having elections 
sooner rather than later could suit him better.  
 
The balancing act between containing the spread and prevent a full-blown economic crisis 
is a delicate one and unfortunate for President Akufo-Addo in an election year.  Politics 
will likely be dominated by legal arguments on the constitution and whether amendments 
can be made for President Akufo-Addo to stay in office should elections not take place. 
Political parties are expected to launch attempts to engage in election campaigns, 
particularly under the guise of assisting communities to deal with the Covid-19 crisis.  
 
Meanwhile, the Imposition of Restrictions Act 2020, conferred wide-ranging powers on 
President Akufo-Addo. It will be a test for his statesmanship not to misuse these powers 
to remain in office and to ensure an unfair advantage for the NPP by clamping down on 
the opposition. It would be easy to cite violations relating to Covid-19 measures to close 
political space to opposition parties. 
 

  
 
 
 



[GHANA RISK REVIEW: APRIL 2020] 8 

 
On 15 March 2020, President Akufo-Addo outlined measures to curtail its spread in 
the country.  President Akufo-Addo extended the ban on the social gatherings by two more 
weeks effective April 27 2020.  

 
Power:  President Akufo-Addo announced three months (April, May and June) of free 
electricity for persons who consume from 0-50 kilowatt-hours a month for this period. In 
addition, the president said the government will also absorb 50% of electricity bills for 
consumers in residential areas as well as those engaged in commercial activities.  
 
Government set a target of expanding the electricity access rate to a minimum of 90% of the 
population by the end of 2020 as it seeks parliamentary approval for a loan of US$100 million 
to connect 526 communities to the national grid. Ghana is set to generate nuclear power by 
2030, the Executive Director of Nuclear Power Ghana (NPG), Theo Nii Okai said.  
 
Aviation: The Government announced plans to implement a project to power the country’s 
airports with solar energy. On 21 April 2020, Minister of Aviation Joseph Kofi Adda said the 
aviation sector is set to commence domestic flight operations after three weeks of lockdown. 
In March 2020, the Ghana Civil Aviation Authority (GCAA) said it was projecting a 20% decline 
in revenue due to the drop in the number of flights permitted into the country in the wake of 
the coronavirus pandemic. The United Nations (UN) selected Accra as one of its regional hubs 
for its humanitarian operations in the fight against Covid-19, amongst others, to serve as a 
regional aviation service.  
 
Roads: Parliament approved a US$151 million loan agreement for the construction of the 
Bolgatanga -Bawku-Polimakom road project in Upper East Region. Construction work on the 
Abirem road in the North District of the Eastern Region commenced in March 2020. The 
project was awarded to three local contractors and is expected to take one year to complete.  
 
Water: President Akufo-Addo announced that the government will take care of water bills of 
all Ghanaians for the next three months (April, May, June). The Management of the Ghana 
Water Company Limited (GWCL) in the Eastern Region is struggling to produce water for 
residents living in and around Bunso due to the pollution of the Birim River by illegal miners.  
 
Ports: According to the Ghana Ports and Harbours Authority (GPHA), under the lockdown 
regime, the Port of Tema will continue to operate. Management of the GPHA commenced the 
implementation of the 20% retention of container cargo agreement it entered into with the 
shareholders of Meridian Ports Services (MPS) in November 2019. In November 2019, the 
shareholders of MPS took a decision to grant 20% of container business to GPHA. The Ghana 
Shippers Authority announced the suspension of demurrage/detention and rent charges at 
the ports from 30 March 2020 to 19 April 2020, following the outbreak of Covid-19.  
 
LMI Holdings, a Ghanaian industrial conglomerate, began consultations on the Trans Volta 
Logistics Project. The project consists of two containers ports as Mpakadan and Debre, a 
400km freight barge route from Mpakadan in the South to Debre in the Savana Region, and a 
logistics and industrial park at Debre. The Ghana Maritime Authority (GMA), which has in 
recent years uprooted tree stumps from certain parts of the Volta Lake, extended its work to 
the Oti River.   
 
Implementation of the pilot UNIPASS Single Window Project commenced on 28 February 
2020. However, the Ghana Link/UNIPASS system failed to deliver and started to cause 
disruptions in the trade facilitation chain. Freight forwarders and importers who were 
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compelled to register to use the new system are finding it difficult to clear their goods and 
some of them have therefore resorted to the existing vendors to save their goods from further 
delays.  
 
Telecommunications: Vodafone uses its various platforms including social media and text 
alerts for the dissemination of critical information on Covid-19. Additionally, Vodafone 
partnered with the Ghana Health Service (GHS) to extend its public education and awareness 
campaign in the various regions. Vodafone has completely waived transfer charges to enable 
customers to save on transactions.    MTN has also zero rated the website of some government 
agencies to enable customers to read and access information on Covid-19 free of charge.  
 
The National Communication Authority (NCA) granted extra spectrum to MTN Ghana and 
Vodafone to cope with the heavy traffic generated by the use of the internet due to Covid-19. 
The grant will cover a three-month period and will come at no extra cost to the operators. On 
23 March, the Executive Instrument 23 was signed by the President, which paved the way for 
Emergency Communication Legislation. This ensures that health authorities track persons 
infected with the virus using communication devices without infringing on people’s privacy. It 
also culminated in the launch of the GH Covid-19 Tracker Application on 13 April.  
 
Small Scale/Illegal Mining:  The Minerals Commission said it initiated interventions to control 
and minimize the use and exposure to mercury in the Small-Scale Mining (SSM) industry.   
 
Kwasi Bonzoh, the District Chief Executive (DCE) for Ellembelle, Western Region vowed to 
clamp down on galamsey activities in parts of the District.  
 
Oil&Gas: Government on 16 April withdrew the 13.5 pesewas Cylinder Recovery Levy imposed 
by the National Petroleum Authority (NPA) on liquefied petroleum gas (LPG).  
  
Health: Ghana is set to revamp its hospital infrastructure beginning with the construction of 
a 400-bed capacity hospital at Tema to replace the existing Tema General Hospital. Parliament 
approved over US$97 million to fund the project. Parliament also approved a US$68 million 
contract agreement between the government and Poly Changda Overseas Engineering 
Company Limited of China for the refurbishment and equipping of the La General Hospital in 
Accra.  
 
Corruption: The April 2020 Economic Intelligence Unit (EIU) report, published on 22 April 2020, 
identified “corruption” and “cronyism” as “endemic” in Ghana's political system.  
 
The Ghana Integrity Initiative (GII) wants the government to investigate the former MD of the 
Tema Oil Refinery, Asante Berko, for his alleged involvement in a US$2.5 million bribery 
scandal. Berko submitted his resignation to President Akufo-Addo on 15 April 2020.  
 
Anti-graft campaigner Kwame A Plus alleged that some officials of the Akufo-Addo 
administration, as well as NPP executives, were involved in the Ghana Cocoa Board 
(COCOBOD) corruption scandal. The ex-Chief Executive of COCOBOD, Stephen Opuni and the 
CEO of Agricult, Seidu Agongo are facing 27 charges of corruption.  
 
Reputational: Ghana’s military should investigate the recent attacks on the press by soldiers 
and hold those responsible to account, the Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ) said on 16 
April 2020 after four journalists were assaulted.  
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Bureaucracy: Parliament passed the Corporate Insolvency Bill, 2019 to provide a framework 
for the regulation of insolvency practitioners and also facilitate access to timely, efficient and 
impartial insolvency proceedings. 
 
Labour Militancy: Striking staff of Providence Medical Centre, a private health facility at 
Suhum in the Eastern Region, called off their strike action on 20 April 2020, less than 24 hours 
after the commencement of the action over their eleven months unpaid salaries.  
 
Environment: The Italian branded chocolate and confectionery products, Ferrero, reported 
significant progress in its plan to protect and restore forests in the Ivory Coast and Ghana 
cocoa sector. Fairtrade Africa partnered with a multi-stakeholder alliance of organisations to 
roll-out a project called “Alliances for Sankofa.” The project seeks to reduce deforestation and 
carbon foot prints in some cocoa growing areas, through an approach that also contributes to 
improving farmers’ livelihoods. 
 

 
 

The classification remains Substantial and the trend is Improving.  President Akufo-Addo 
and the Government is undeniably putting up a commendable fight against Covid-19. 
However, it is doing so while at the same time having to try and rehabilitate infrastructure 
which before the crisis was in a poor state. These include the already inadequately 
resourced health system and public health infrastructure and poor water and sanitation 
systems. Ghana’s aviation industry has more than 20 operators and includes those 
employed in the servicing of aircraft, management of airports, air traffic control operators, 
ground handlers, airport security and immigration and customs. The temporary cessation 
of flights and post-Covid-19 downward economic projections put jobs and revenue at 
significant risk. Free electricity while needed in these trying times, will likely only increase 
government debt to amongst others the Ghana Grid Company Limited (GRIDCo), the 
Electricity Company of Ghana (ECG), power generating companies like VRA, Ameri, 
Karpower and Asogli among others. The non-payment of debt to these companies in the 
past has many times led to power cuts and protests.  
 
Meanwhile, government’s insistence to use the seemingly problematic UNIPASS system 
while it had a well-functioning system in place, leaves the impression that some 
government officials might have unduly benefitted from the new contract. With Covid-19 
wreaking ever-more economic havoc across the globe and with Ghana not left out, the 
government needs its ports that are still open to operate at full capacity and efficiency.   
 
The Executive Director of the Ghana Centre for Democratic Development (CDD-Ghana), 
Henry Kwasi, also noted that Ghana is increasingly gaining a bad reputation for the integrity 
of international contracts it enters into. Not long before this allegation, Ghana was named 
among one of five countries in which European aviation giant, Airbus, paid or attempted to 
pay millions of dollars in bribes in exchange for contracts. 
 
As for the insolvency law, business analysts note that the passage of the new law is most 
timely as the economic impact of the ongoing coronavirus pandemic is likely to put an 
unprecedented proportion of corporate Ghana under financial pressure, which could put 
them into insolvency and even outright bankruptcy. 
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Security – Risk Level: 2; Classification: Moderate; Trend: Stable 
 
Notable developments relate to public order and the security services and impunity by 
security forces.  
 
Public Order: Pressure group New Age Pan Africans (NAPA) expressed disappointment at the 
manner in which people are being brutalised by security personnel in an attempt to enforce 
the Covid-19 lockdown. In one of the incidents, on 18 April, approximately 200 soldiers and 
police officers went on the rampage in Changli, a suburb of the Tamale Metropolis, Northern 
Region, unleashing violence on scores of residents in retaliation for an assault on one of their 
colleagues.  
 
Rioting youths in Sogakope in the South Tongu District of the Volta Region, who accused the 
police of laxity, on 1 and 2 March 2020 blocked the main Accra-Aflao road, burnt car tyres and 
attacked the District Police Station over the murder of the NDC Assemblyman of Sogakope 
South Electoral Area, Marcus Mawutor Adzahli. Adzahli, was shot dead at his home, while his 
wife sustained knife wounds.   
 
On 24 April 2020, attempts by some members of the NDC in Effutu constituency in the Central 
Region to hold a press conference to demand that their parliamentary candidate, James Kofi 
Annan, steps down, resulted in chaos as opposing factions attacked each other.  
 
One Chinese national died, while two others sustained injuries when they were attacked by 
youths in the Bosome Freho District of the Ashanti Region on 16 April 2020. On 9 and 10 April 
2020, youths in Kwahu Praso in the Kwahu West District of the Eastern Region set ablaze 
equipment belonging to a Chinese mining company accused of illegal mining. 
 
Crime: Ghana is ranked 9th out of 11 countries in Sub-Sahara Africa that are vulnerable to 
cybersecurity threats, according to the World Bank.  
 
Security Services: The Central Regional Police Command arrested four soldiers and their five 
civilian accomplices for allegedly robbing quarry sites in Gomoa Ojobi in the Central Region. 
The four soldiers were handed over to the military. The Police Administration took the 
decision to convert the cash allowances for officers participating in the two weeks partial 
lockdown Covid-19 operation to providing three meals a day. The police do not have enough 
funds to pay 8 400 officers GH¢100 per day. Police officers were also abandoning their posts 
in search of food. The German Federal Police donated state-of-the-art document fraud 
detection equipment to the Training Centre of the Document Fraud Expertise Centre (DFEC) 
of the Ghana Immigration Service (GIS).   
 
Regional Security: The Head of Public Affairs of the Ghana Immigration Service (GIS), Amoako 
Atta, said following the outbreak of the coronavirus in Burkina Faso, security on the borders 
with that country has been tightened further.  The Ghana Immigration Service (GIS) increased 
surveillance at 21 unapproved routes along the Ghana-Togo border in the Ketu South 
Municipality. This followed President Akufo-Addo’s directive for the country’s borders to be 
closed. The main Aflao border post is also closed. Several people were arrested over the past 
month as they attempted to cross into Ghana from Togo.  
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Economic – Risk Level: 3; Classification: Substantial; Trend: Improving          
 
Growth is forecast to decline significantly; Fitch Ratings affirmed Ghana's Long-Term Foreign-
Currency Issuer Default Rating (IDR); Moody's changed the outlook to negative from positive; 
and the International Monetary Fund (IMF) approved a US$1 billion disbursement  
 
General: The Ghana Statistical Service (GSS), on 22 April 2020 released data that showed that 
in 2019 Ghana’s provisional Gross Domestic Product (GDP) estimates fell behind target, 
recording growth of 6.5% as against a revised target of 7.1% for the period.  A report by the 
Economic Intelligence Unit (EIU), quoted by local media on 24 April 2020, predicts that 
Ghana’s economy will contract by 1% in 2020, contrary to the 1.5% GDP growth forecast by 
the government and affirmed by the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and the World Bank, 
as well as the 2% growth rate projected by rating agency Fitch. On 21 April 2020, Fitch Ratings 
affirmed Ghana's Long-Term Foreign-Currency Issuer Default Rating (IDR) at 'B' with a Stable 
Outlook. This reflects Fitch's expectation of a swift recovery after the coronavirus pandemic 
shock. Moody's Investors on 17 April 2020 affirmed the government of Ghana's long-term 
local and foreign currency issuer and foreign currency senior unsecured bond ratings at B3 
and changed the outlook to negative from positive. The decision to change the outlook to 
negative reflects the rising risks, ultimately emanating from the coronavirus outbreak, to 
Ghana's funding and debt service, with financing beyond immediate official creditor 
emergency support looking increasingly vulnerable.  
 
Monetary Aspects: The Bank of Ghana (BoG’s) Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) decided to 
lower the Monetary Policy Rate by 150 basis points to 14.5%. The Ghana Statistical Service 
(GSS) said on 24 April 2020 that annual inflation came in at 7.8% in March of 2020, the lowest 
since October 2019, unchanged from the previous month.  
 
Fiscal Aspects: On 13 April 2020, the IMF approved a US$1 billion disbursement under its Rapid 
Credit Facility (RCF) to address the Covid-19 pandemic. The IMF said that the budget deficit is 
projected to widen this year given expected lower government revenues and higher spending 
needs related to the pandemic. In addition, Ghana continues to be classified at high risk of 
debt distress.  President Akufo-Addo announced on 20 April 2020 that Ghana obtained a 
US$500 million freeze in debt and interest repayment for the rest of 2020 from the World 
Bank. The World Bank is also providing US$100 million to Ghana to assist the country in 
tackling the Covid-19 pandemic. 
 
Fitch Rating Agency, on 21 April 2020, said that public finances are already a ratings weakness, 
as Ghana has a track record of fiscal slippage around elections and deficiencies in public 

The classification remains Moderate, with the trend Stable but is on watch as violence 
might spike closer to elections. It is clear that the usual instances of inter-and intra-party 
violence are already rearing its head and will likely intensify in the run-up to elections. The 
Covid-19 measures have seen a spike in brutality by security forces and retaliatory attacks 
by ordinary citizens. It does not seem if lockdown measures are keeping people from 
protesting, except in Accra where there were fewer reports of violence. The main security 
risks going forward are protests relating to economic hardships and excessive use of force 
by security forces as they misuse their powers to enforce the lockdowns still in place. 
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financial management (PFM) that weakened the government's ability to meet fiscal targets. 
Fitch now forecasts the general government cash deficit to widen from an estimated 7.6% of 
GDP in 2019 to above 10% in 2020. Fitch forecasts general government debt to increase to 
76.8% of GDP in 2020, owing to the combination of a wider fiscal deficit and cedi depreciation.   
 
Minister Ofori-Atta told the IMF that government is looking to suspend the statutory fiscal 
rule which requires that the budget deficit in any given year does not exceed 5% of GDP. 
Finance Minister, Ken Ofori-Atta on 30 March, asked Parliament to amend the Petroleum 
Revenue Management Act (PRMA), to allow the government to access the Heritage Fund to 
help in the fight against the pandemic.  Ofori-Atta also said that government intends to lower 
the cap on the Ghana Stabilisation Fund (GSF) from the current US$300 million to US$100 
million to use the fund for the Coronavirus Alleviation Programme (CAP).   
 
Capital Controls: On 22 April 2020, the BoG ordered banks and Specialised Deposit Institutions 
(SDIs) not to declare or pay dividends to shareholders due to Covid-19 until further notice. 
The BoG postponed the implementation of the minimum capital requirement for electronic 
payment service providers to 31 December 2020. The measure, which was scheduled for 30 
June at the latest, was reviewed due to the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic.  
 
Trade: Ghana is ranked 6th in Rand Merchant Bank (RMB's) “Where to Invest in Africa 2020” 
report, rising three places. Ghana’s gross international reserves is projected to decline to 2.7 
months of imports by the end of 2020. Fitch said the fall in oil export receipts, along with 
lower tourism receipts and remittances will lead to widening of the current account (CA) in 
2020. Despite achieving three consecutive years of trade surplus, Ghana’s current account 
deficit is forecast to expand to 5% of GDP in 2020, according to the EIU. Data from the Ministry 
of Food and Agriculture (MoFA) shows that Burkina Faso is Ghana’s top export destination for 
its foods in the West Africa region.  From 2015 to 2019, Ghana has seen an increase in food 
export to West Africa with revenue of GH¢868.13 million.  
 
Banking: 
 

• According to the January 2020 Banking Sector Report, published in mid-March 2020, 
total assets of the banking sector amounted to GH¢129.06 billion in December 2019, 
representing a 22.8% year-on-year growth. 

• The stock of the industry’s Non-Performing Loans (NPLs) declined further by 5.2% to 
GH¢6.30 billion in December 2019, following a contraction of 18.9% a year earlier.  

• Standard Chartered Bank Ghana Limited announced on 21 April 2020 that it is 
committing an initial GH¢1 million to support emergency relief in aid of those affected 
by the Covid-19 pandemic.  The Bank further announced tenor extensions and interest 
rate reductions on eligible local currency loans for clients in vulnerable sectors. 

• ABSA Bank Ghana announced a financial relief package including a six months 
repayment moratorium to all individual and business customers and also reduced its 
lending rate by 2% on qualifying personal and SME loans.  

• Under the #RealHelp initiative, First National Bank Ghana Limited is offering at least a 
2% interest rate cut on loans to all existing customers from 1 April 2020 for the tenor 
of all Ghana-cedi denominated loan facilities.  

• In response to the Covid-19 pandemic, Prudential Life Insurance Ghana introduced 
the free Pru Covered-19 to support new and existing customers.  

 
Agriculture 
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• The Chief Executive of the Ghana Cocoa Board (COCOBOD), Joseph Boahen Aidoo, 

said that the outbreak of Covid-19 will not affect the process to secure funds from 
international lenders to finance cocoa production and purchases for the next season. 

• The Alliance for a Green Revolution in Africa (AGRA) presented Personal Protection 
Equipment (PPE) worth GH¢20 000 and seed money of GH¢10 000 to the Ministry of 
Food and Agriculture to help agriculture extension officers and farmers to mitigate 
the possible impact of the Covid-19 pandemic. 

• The government is requesting additional funding of over US$100 million from the 
International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD) to restructure ongoing 
programmes in the agriculture sector to fight the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic. 

• The ginger industry in Bono East Region received a boost with the commencement of 
construction for a new ginger processing and demonstration centre in the Kintampo 
North Municipality and Kintampo South District.  

• A Food Safety Taskforce was launched to address food safety issues in the fruit and 
vegetable sector.  

• Farmers working in major cocoa territories based in Ghana and Ivory Coast will receive 
key updates from Cargill’s digital farming tool to support government measures 
around safety and sanitation designed to tackle the spread of Covid-19.  

• The Managing Director of Agricultural Development Bank (ADB), John Kofi Mensah, 
announced a GH¢1 million package to support the governments fight against Covid-
19. Mensah said the ADB also donated GH¢200 000 to the Covid-19 Fund.  

• New improved vegetable varieties have been introduced to smallholder farmer 
groups in the Upper East Region. It includes; 14 tomato and 11 pepper varieties. 

• Ghana’s sardine fishery is on the verge of collapse as a result of unsustainable fishing 
by visiting Chinese trawlers, according to a report from the Environmental Justice 
Foundation (EJF). Illegal fishing activities by some foreign vessels are costing the state 
US$50.7 million annually. 

• The Global Information and Early Warning System on Food and Agriculture (GIEWS) 
said on 15 April that 2019 national cereal production was estimated at 4.1 million 
tonnes, about 40% above the five‑year average. Following the record 2019 
production, cereal import requirements for the 2019/20 (November/October) 
marketing year are forecast at a below‑average level of 1.5 million tonnes.  

• The 2000-hectare Kpong Left Bank Irrigation Project (PLBIP) in Eastern Region is set 
for completion by the end of the year.  
 

Mining: 
 

• In the last two years, the Precious Minerals Marketing Company (PMMC) Limited 
assayed a total of about US$12 billion worth of gold for both Artisanal Small-scale 
Miners (ASMs) and the Large-Scale Mining firms.  

• Asanko Gold Mine (AGM) announced that it generated US$104.6 million from gold 
sales of 67 820 ounces. 

• Cardinal Resources increased the mining licence area of its Namindi gold project more 
than threefold from an area of 19 km2 to 63 km2, with the licence stretching over a 
15-year term.  

• Golden Star Resources (GSR), is planning to invest about US$10 million to revive 
operations at its Prestea gold mine.  

• Gold Fields Ghana completed 11 social responsibility projects in 2019 in host 
communities in the Tarkwa Nsuaem and Prestea Huni Valley municipalities in the 
Western Region, valued at GH¢8 million.  
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Oil & Gas  

• The Africa Centre for Energy Policy (ACEP) said that the government projected to 
receive US$1.567 billion from oil revenues, anchored on a price prediction of US$62.6 
per barrel. Based on the average price prediction of US$40 per barrel, the receivables 
from oil could drop to US$743 million, a shortfall of about 53%.  

• The Chamber of Petroleum Consumers - Ghana (COPEC) noted that some oil 
producers and oil fields may soon be forced to shut down production due to lack of 
storage space globally. COPEC urged the government to consider getting the Tema oil 
refinery back in full operation to process Ghana’s oil locally.  

• The Ghana Standards Authority (GSA) and the Petroleum Commission (PC) agreed to 
collaborate to standardise the measurement of Ghana’s oil meant for export.  

• Aker Energy and license partners, Lukoil, the Ghana National Petroleum Corporation 
(GNPC) and Fuel Trade decided to postpone the development of the Pecan field in the 
Deepwater Tano Cape Three Points block offshore Ghana due to global disruptions 
caused by the Covid-19 pandemic.  

• Maersk Drilling announced that it received notice from Tullow Oil that it would be 
terminating its contract for services related to its drilling program offshore Ghana 
which was to utilise the Maersk Venturer drillship.  

• The Chamber of Bulk Oil Distributors (CBOD) said it was ready to significantly increase 
Ghana’s share of the supply market for petroleum products to landlocked countries 
in the West African sub-region to 50%. Currently, landlocked countries such as Mali 
and Burkina Faso are getting a majority of their petroleum products from companies 
in Ivory Coast, Benin and Niger. 

• Ghana is only supplying about 1% of petroleum products to Mali. During a meeting 
between CBOD and Mali’s National Office for Petroleum Products (ONAP) issues 
hampering the trade in petroleum products were discussed.  

 

The classification for Ghana remains Substantial, but a deteriorating trend.  President Akufo-
Addo presided over an economic recovery since coming to power in 2016 and Ghana was 
again set to be one of the fastest growing economies in Africa in 2020 until Covid-19 hit. The 
Government and international agencies without exception are now delivering grim economic 
forecasts. Goldman Sachs, the international investment bank, said GDP will at best record 
zero growth—below government’s hope of achieving a modest growth of 1.5 percent. With 
the pandemic hitting hard at government’s revenues, creating a wider-than-expected deficit, 
the economy might even be heading for a contraction this year. Government’s response to 
the pandemic was to announce further spending in specific areas with the hope of 
jumpstarting the economy post-Covid-19.  
 
With the drop in the oil price to around US$30, government will have to rework its budget 
for 2020, which is based on an oil price of US$62. The drastic drop in the fuel price will 
according to some estimates leave a revenue deficit of around US$800 million.  In addition, 
the sharp decline in global oil prices will undermine growth and export earnings. The 
expected increase in external debt disbursements will support Ghana’s official international 
reserves position, as will the flexibility of the cedi. Agriculture, which is the largest employer 
of the economy, will also not be spared from effects of the pandemic. Disruptions in the 
supply chain could limit farmers’ access to inputs such as seeds, fertilisers and insecticides. 
Uncertainty and fear could also negatively impact planting decisions; and, also, a reduction 
in the volume of main agricultural exports as a result of the general downturn in global 
economic activity is expected. 
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Political 
 
 
 
 
 

 

March - April 2020 Headlines 
 

• 7 Mar - Israel Ghana Friendship Association, the official umbrella body of all the 
various groups and associations in Ghana, has been inaugurated in Accra 

• 19 Mar - President Akufo-Addo appointed Henrietta Joy Abena Nyarko Mensa-Bonsu, 
Lawyer Emmanuel Yoni Kulendi, Justices Clemence Jackson Honyenuga and Issifu 
Omoro Tanko Amadu to the Supreme Court to replace Justices Julius Ansah, Nasiru 
Sulemana Gbadegbe and Anthony Alfred Bennin who are due for retirement in 2020 

• 16 Apr – Parliament to resume sitting on 17 April 

• 17 Apr - President Akufo-Addo reassigned Deputy Health Minister Alexander Kodwo 
Kom Abban to Communications Ministry after Vincent Sowah Odotei was removed 
from position. Abban replaced by MP for Ledzokuku, Bernard Oko-Boye 

• 20 Apr - Collaborate in fight against COVID-19, Minister urges political parties 

• 21 Apr – The ruling New Patriotic Party (NPP) indefinitely postponed its primaries 
which was to be held on 25 April 2020, due to the Covid-19 threat 

 

 
Table 1: Key Dates - Politics 

 

Political Stability 
 
Election Predictions. The Economic Intelligence Unit (EIU) in a report, dated 22 April 2020, 
quoted by Ghanaweb, said that President Nana Addo Dankwa Akufo-Addo will win elections 
to be held on 7 December 2020. This is because, according to the EIU, the National Democratic 
Congress (NDC) will find it difficult to convince Ghanaians it is a better custodian of the 
country's economy under former President John Dramani Mahama. The EIU also expects the 
ruling New Patriotic Party (NPP) to retain power. The EIU added that most Ghanaians blame 
Mahama for the country’s economic woes and that will work against the NDC in the coming 
election. it also said that ahead of the 2020 elections, the NPP has focused on infrastructure 
development (such as improving internet and electricity access, as well as roads, in rural areas) 
and outlined ambitious growth plans for cash-crop yields, which would bolster rural incomes. 
Despite the uncertainties posed by Covid-19, the NPP will still be victorious it said. The report, 
however, noted that the NDC stands a chance of winning the election if the party is able to 
hold the NPP accountable to its unfulfilled campaign promises, such as faster progress on 
infrastructure development. The report further noted that the current administration has 
rolled out some successful programmes such as the One District One Factory which is 
expected to recover easily one the Coronavirus subsides. KUDUS Research and Advocacy 
Centre also predicted that President Akufo-Addo will retain his position as head of state. The 

Risk Factor Level   Trend 

Political Moderate Stable 

Event Date 
Presidential and Parliamentary elections 7 Dec 2020 
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centre’s prediction came after a poll conducted between 20 February and 7 March 2020. 
According to the poll, 54% of people will vote for President Akufo-Addo and 46% for Mahama. 
 
 
EC Causes Tensions. Former President John Mahama said it was irresponsible of the Electoral 
Commission (EC) to still decide on the compilation of the new voters’ register amidst the 
COVID-19 threat. The EC postponed the compilation of a new voters register which should 
have taken off on 18 April 2020. “At a time when doubts remain about the scale of the Covid-
19 threat, and when social distancing has become our main defence, this suggestion is deeply 
irresponsible,” he said. The General Secretary of the NPP, John Boadu, also said that the new 
voters’ register is a necessity for credible elections, adding that if the Covid-19 pandemic slows 
down, the EC should be able to devise a means of conducting the exercise by the end of May 
2020. The General Secretary of the opposition NDC, Johnson Asiedu Nketia, stated that the 
party priority, for now, is the health of Ghanaians. Meanwhile, the Communications Director 
of the NDC, Sammy Gyamfi, said that President Akufo-Addo was largely driven by political 
expediency in lifting the Lockdown restrictions “prematurely.” He said that it was a politically-
motivated decision, calculated to allow the EC the space to undertake its “entrenched and 
illogical determination” to compile a new voters’ register for the 2020 general elections. 
 
Governance Expert, Baffuor Agyemang Duah, said government should consider the 
postponement of elections if the Covid-19 pandemic escalates by the end of November.  Duah 
contended it would be “completely senseless” to fulfil constitutional requirements by risking 
public health. Duah further argued that the country is moving into uncharted waters with 
regards to the virus and hence it is important for the EC to abort any immediate plans of the 
compilation of a new voters’ register. The Director of Electoral Services at the EC, Serebour 
Quaicoe, said there is still a possibility that the current Voters' Register will be used for the 
2020 elections. This he said will be determined by the Covid-19 pandemic. Quaicoe however 
insisted that only a new voters' register can ensure Ghana has a credible 2020 elections. 
Quaicoe said to be able to use the current register, a limited registration and validation 
exercise will have to be done and that will still involve “a lot of human contacts.” 
 
In further developments, the Accra High Court ruled on 24 April 2020 that the EC must refrain 
from holding a conference scheduled to commence at the Escape Hotel Prampram on the 
same date on the new voters’ register. Despite the outbreak of Covid-19 and the ban on public 
gatherings, the Commission announced it will hold a planning meeting with all its directors 
and deputy directors across the country from 24 to 29 April at Prampram. “Due to the State’s 
directive on social gathering, the meeting will be conducted in three batches of twenty-five 
participants per batch and each batch will have two meeting days,” the EC said in a memo to 
participants. The NDC Member of Parliament (MP) for Ningo-Prampram, Sam Nartey George, 
filed an ex-parte motion for an interim injunction at the High Court. 
 
Subsequently the EC met on 25 April 2020 at the City Hotel Escape at the Airport for a 
workshop. George said he is weighing his options and might file an order of contempt against 
the EC for going ahead with the workshop despite the high court injunction. George confirmed 
for himself that the meeting was going ahead and lodged a complaint at the Airport Divisional 
Police Command. 
 
Warning of Possible Constitutional Crisis. The Coalition of Domestic Election Observers 
(CODEO) predicted an imminent constitutional crisis in case the December general election is 
delayed or postponed as a result of the Covid-19 pandemic.  According to the group, although 
some constitutional experts are working round the clock to find viable solutions for worst-
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case scenarios, the constitution did not envisage a period where there would be no general 
election. The National Coordinator of CODEO, Albert Arhin said, even if the cases of 
coronavirus subside by September it will be almost impossible for the EC to compile another 
voters’ register, given the nature of the virus. The other option is that, if the compilation is 
not able to take place then they could use the old register. But even then, he said, if the 
pandemic has not abated by September and the old register was used, it was not enough time 
for campaigning and organising the election properly. In terms of Article 66 (3) (a) of the 
constitution, the president will end his first term on 6 January 2021. No extension of that 
mandate is envisaged unless elections were held and his mandate renewed. The EC will have 
to write to the Attorney-General (AG) and Minister of Justice justifying the need to amend 
Article 112 (4) of the 1992 Constitution to allow for a date change. 
 
Mahama Still Without Running Mate. Former President John Mahama, who said in February 
2020 that he would announce a running mate in March, did not do so as events were 
overtaken by the Covid-19 pandemic. In March he denied that he settled on Asunafo South 
MP, Eric Opoku, as his running mate for the 2020 elections. Also, in March 2020, Stephen 
Atubiga who contested Mahama for the flagbearer position said that the former Chief of Staff, 
Julius Debrah turned down an offer to be appointed as running mate. According to him, 
Debrah said he was too young. He said that fresh consultations are taking place to choose a 
new vice-presidential candidate from among a list of stalwarts of the party including a former 
second deputy governor of the Central Bank Johnson Asiamah and former Attorney General 
Marietta Brew Appiah-Oppong. 
 
NDC Rejects WUNTUMI TV/RADIO. The Ashanti Regional NDC served notice to its media 
monitors not to appear or have anything to do with the newly-opened WUNTUMI TV/RADIO 
which is owned by the Ashanti Regional chairperson of the ruling New Patriotic Party, Bernard 
Antwi Boasoako. According to the party, this has become necessary because of the incessant 
and unjustified attacks on the person of former President John Mahama by Boasoako. A 
statement signed by the Ashanti Regional NDC Chairperson, Agustus Andrews said: “It is our 
considered opinion that the said Radio/TV station is nothing but a propaganda machine to 
further attack the leaders of the National Democratic Congress and no NDC communicator 
should be seen to be participating or giving credibility to such an unholy enterprise.” 
 

Government Effectiveness 
 
President Akufo-Addo praised over handling of Covid-19 Crisis. The leaders of the major 
political parties in the country commended President Akufo-Addo, for the measures he has 
put in place to deal with the Covid-19 pandemic. Amongst others, the president introduced 
measures requiring mandatory 14-day self-quarantine and closed Ghana's land, sea, and air 
borders to human traffic President Akufo-Addo also announced the imposition of restrictions 
to movement in the Greater Accra Metropolitan Area and Kasoa, and the Greater Kumasi 
Metropolitan Area.  
 
The leaders of the National Democratic Congress (NDC), the Conventions People’s Party (CPP), 
the National Democratic Party (NDP), the People’s National Convention (PNC), the Progressive 
People’s Party (PPP), and the governing New Patriotic Party (NPP) were unanimous in their 
praise for the President’s handling of the crisis. Margaret Kweku, Head of the NDC’s Covid-19 
Technical Team, also praised the inter-party cooperation in the fight against the l coronavirus.  
 
The President of the National House of Chiefs, Togbe Afede XIV, thanked President Akufo-
Addo for instituting bold measures, which, in his view, resulted in a low infection rate. The 
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Council of State also heaped praises on President Akufo-Addo over his handling of the Covid-
19 crisis. According to the Chairperson, Nana Otuo Siriboe II, the regular updates by way of 
nationwide broadcasts “really brought encouragement to the country.” Nana Otuo Siriboe II 
the Paramount Chief of Asante-Juaben Traditional Area said President Akufo-Addo’s handling 
of the crisis is comparable to the manner in which former Prime Minister of the UK, Winston 
Churchill handled the affairs of Britain during the 2nd World War. He added that there was no 
better time for Ghana to have a leader like Akufo-Addo. 
 
The Secretary-General of the Trades Union Congress (TUC), Anthony Yaw Baah, said the 
decision taken by the President to lift the 3-week partial lockdown of Accra, Kumasi, Tema 
and Kasoa was the right one. Thanking President Akufo-Addo for “the excellent leadership you 
have provided us to save us from the horrible situation we are witnessing in other countries, 
particularly Europe and the US”, Yaw Baah stated that “the restrictions on movement have 
yielded some positive results, and we are all witnesses to this.” He added that it was right to 
lift the lockdown as “businesses are collapsing in almost all the sectors of the economy, many 
people have already lost their jobs, and many more would have lost their jobs without the 
easing of these restrictions.” The Director of the Institute of Statistical, Social and Economic 
Research (ISSER), Peter Quartey, said President Akufo-Addo’s decision to lift the ban on the 
partial lockdown will save the economy from potential recession. He noted that allowing 
businesses to re-open would eventually boost the economy, considering the fact that the 
informal sector made up 80% of the economy. 
 
Views on Political Manifestos. Participants in a project on "Promoting issue-based campaign 
on fisheries, mining, oil and gas governance for election 2020," rejected the development of 
political manifestos independent of State Policy and the National Development Planning 
Commission (NDPC). They argued that the practice over the years resulted in the slow pace of 
national development, abandoned projects by successive governments and the winner takes 
all phenomenon that was becoming entrenched in the body politics of the country. The 
inception project, organised by the Friends of the Nation with Funding from STAR Ghana is a 
15-month programme to increase citizen’s action to influence the manifestos of political 
parties to address citizen’s needs and aspirations in line with state policies. Kwame Lan 
Tugbenu, the Sekondi Takoradi Metropolitan Director of the National Commission for Civic 
Education (NCCE) pointed out that the 1992 constitution provided the springboard for every 
state activity and wondered why the interest of political parties were gradually superseding 
the interest of the state. Asare Boafo-Gyan, the Deputy Director of the Western Regional 
Electoral Commission, said the commission was committed to peaceful elections to enhance 
the democratic credentials of the state and urged all to take active part in the process. 
 
Dissatisfaction with Rural Minister. The Minister of Local Government and Rural 
Development and Member of Parliament for Nalerigu/Gambaga, Hajia Alima Mahama, was 
jeered when she visited Dagbri-Boari in the East Mamprusi municipality. Residents of the 
community accused Alimah of failing to fulfil campaign promises she made earlier, stressing 
that their action was in fulfilment of their promise to boycott this year’s general elections and 
other national exercises unless authorities addressed their plights. The youths said she did not 
fulfil her promises of fixing their roads and providing potable drinking water to the 
community. 
 

Institutional Balance/Functioning  
 
Imposition of Restrictions Act. Ghana has introduced a range of measures in a bid to stop the 
spread of Covid-19. These include quarantine and isolation of those who have the virus. 
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Restrictions have also been placed on a host of events, including public and social gatherings. 
The country’s borders have been shut and partial lockdowns imposed in Greater Accra, Tema, 
Kasoa and Greater Kumasi. Many of these measures have been imposed under a new law, the 
Imposition of Restrictions Act, which was passed by parliament. The act was opposed mainly 
by the parliamentarians belonging to the minority party. Kwadwo Appiagyei-Atua, Associate 
Professor in Law, University of Ghana wrote that the law is draconian and opens the door to 
overreach and violations of fundamental rights and freedoms. The President also chose not 
to put an expiry date on when the provisions of the act will be lifted. The act is general and 
does not mention Covid-19 as its focus. Section 7 provides only a broad definition of 
“disaster”, which means that any president can use it in future under various circumstances. 
 
The Imposition of Restrictions Act was enacted based on a directive issued by the president 
on March 15 to introduce emergency measures to contain the Covid-19 pandemic. In his 
speech, he directed the attorney-general to introduce “emergency legislation” to that effect. 
The act is “to provide for powers to impose restrictions on persons, to give effect to 
paragraphs (c), (d) and (e) of clause (4) of article 21 of the Constitution in the event of an 
emergency, disaster or similar circumstance to ensure public safety, public health and 
protection.” Ghana has a law – the Emergency Powers Act, 1994 (Act 472) – that allows it to 
declare a state of emergency. Its 1992 constitution also makes provision for a state of 
emergency. The reasons for this include a public health emergency which can trigger a 
quarantine or isolation order. This would justify restricting people’s movement. This shows 
that the president didn’t need a new law. He had all the powers he needed set out in the 
constitution as well as a number of existing laws to restrict the movement of Ghanaians during 
a health crisis such as Covid-19, Appiagyei-Atua wrote. 
 
President Akufo-Addo’s Advice to The Media. President Akufo-Addo, on 24 April met with 
the leadership of the National Media Commission, the Ghana Journalists Association, the 
Ghana Independent Broadcasters Association, the Private Newspaper Publishers Association 
of Ghana, as well as the leadership of State-Owned media organisations on the Covid-19 
pandemic. He told the media representatives that when they report on Covid-19 they should 
talk to scientists. In his remarks, he encouraged the media to “bring those who have the 
knowledge, and let them, through you, explain these matters to the public.” While 
acknowledging that politicians would want to comment on everything, the President stated 
that, for the time being, “I do not see the politics involved in what we are doing. What we 
want to see is as much as possible the airwaves being filled with the information that the 
scientists have.” 
 
Radio Tongu Closed Down. The National Communication Authority (NCA) said that the 
shutdown of Sogakofe based Radio Tongu, followed due process after the radio station 
illegally re-opened when its authorisation was suspended. A statement released by the NCA 
suggests that the community radio station managed by the Tongu Community Multimedia 
Network (TCMN) was illegally re-opened, acting in bad faith; particularly when NCA was still 
discussing with some board members of the TCMN and some key stakeholders on the way 
forward after suspension of the authorisation. Radio Tongu was closed in February 2020 in 
the interest of national security. The Executive Director of Radio Tongu, Bestway Zottor was 
detained by the Police in January 2020 over alleged involvement in the promotion of the 
secession of Volta Region. Zottor who is a known supporter of the activities of separatist 
groups in the Volta Region, particularly the Homeland Study Group Foundation (HSGF) is said 
to be using the community radio station to promote the agenda of the Separatists; to create 
a new country out of Ghana (Western Togoland) by carving out the Volta region, the Oti region 
and parts of the eastern part of the northern regions of Ghana.  



[GHANA RISK REVIEW: APRIL 2020] 21 

 
 
Narcotics Control Commission Bill Passed. Parliament in March 2020 passed the Narcotics 
Control Commission Bill, 2019, to treat drug dependence as a public health issue rather than 
focusing on law enforcement, incarceration, punishment and repression. “The fundamental 
goal of drug policies should be to improve the health, safety, security and socio-economic 
well-being of people by adopting appropriate measures to combat illicit crop cultivation and 
use of narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances, as well as its associated substance,” a 
report on the Bill, presented to the plenary by the Committee on Defence and Interior, said. 
The Narcotics Control Commission Bill, 2019, seeks to establish a body corporate with 
perpetual succession to be known as the Narcotics Control Commission. The Commission 
would be responsible for ensuring public safety by controlling and eliminating trafficking in 
prohibited narcotic drugs and prevent the illicit use of precursors, co-ordinating the treatment 
and rehabilitation of drug addicts. It would also act in consultation with other public agencies 
and find alternative means of livelihood for farmers who cultivate illicit narcotic plants. 
 
The Committee on Defence and Interior also cited the strengthening of anti-drug and money 
laundering measures in the Caribbean and Central America, after which drug cartels changed 
their routes, and West Africa became a major transit for narcotics. “The easy money to be 
gained from the drug trade has a corrupting effect on the youth,” the Committee noted, 
adding, that “it has also eroded traditional values and has created drug abuse and addiction 
problems.” The Committee further pointed out that money laundering in Ghana was mainly 
connected to the narcotics trade. “Taking action against the narcotics trade is thus a sure way 
of stemming the flow of tainted funds derived from money laundering, which distort the 
economy, create social and health problems and overburden the legal system,” it added. 
 
One issue that has been clarified in the new bill is the issue of where to place the burden of 
proof. Under the existing legislation, the burden of proof, when it comes to the seizures, 
forfeiture of property is placed on the Narcotics Control Board (NACOB), but that position, the 
report noted, “lacks clarity.” This, therefore, makes the prosecution of cases relative to the 
pursuit, seizures and forfeiture of property cumbersome. However, under the new bill, the 
burden is squarely placed on the accused person if he or she decides to mount a challenge in 
relation to the pursuit, forfeiture and seizure of property acquired or suspected to be acquired 
through the proceeds of crime. Currently, the NACOB relies on the Ghana Police Service for 
armed protection when conducting an operation or raid, but for “the safety and security of 
officers on such assignments, it is imperative that they are allowed to carry firearms,” the 
Committee said.  
 
The new law further empowers the Minister for Interior to grant licences for the cultivation 
of cannabis of not more than 0.3% THC. Reacting to this development, the Rastafari Council 
who have been advocating the legalisation of cannabis over the years congratulated the 
government and urged it to take advantage of this opportunity to initiate policies to 
industrialise the production and processing of cannabis as part of the Ghana Beyond Aid 
agenda.  
 
Minority Unhappy Over COVID Funds. The Minority in Parliament raised concerns over the 
Finance Committee of the House authorising government to spend some GHS1.2 billion from 
the Contingency Fund without presenting the approval report on the Floor of the House. The 
Committee granted the authorization after the Finance Minister made the request to help 
government boost its fight against the Coronavirus pandemic. The Speaker of Parliament 
subsequently referred the request to the Finance Committee of the House. The Committee 
however granted the request despite the Minority’s concerns of lack of details in the financial 
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estimates presented.  Prior to the approval, the Minority MPs on the Finance Committee 
indicated that it would not support the request by the Finance Minister if a provision is not 
made to absorb electricity bills of residential consumers in these trying times. 

 
 

International Relations 
 
China and Covid-19 Controversy. African ambassadors in China have written to the country’s 
foreign minister over what they call discrimination against Africans as the country seeks to 
prevent a resurgence of the coronavirus. Several African countries have separately also 
demanded that China address their concerns that Africans, in particular in the southern city 
of Guangzhou, are being mistreated and harassed. Having brought under control the original 
outbreak centred on the city of Wuhan, China is now concerned about imported cases and is 
stepping up scrutiny of foreigners coming into the country and tightening border controls. It 
has denied any discrimination. Africans in Guangzhou have reported being ejected from their 
apartments by their landlords, being tested for coronavirus several times without being given 
results and being shunned and discriminated against in public.  Ghana’s Foreign Minister, 
Shirley Ayorkor Botchwey, said she had summoned the Chinese Ambassador to express her 
disappointment and demand action. 
 
The Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Regional Integration urged all Ghanaian nationals living in 
China, especially Guangdong Province to remain calm following the attacks and ill-treatment. 
The Foreign Affairs Ministry in a statement said the two countries agreed that the Chinese 
government will take immediate steps to stop the targeting of and ill-treatment of Africans, 
particularly Ghanaians living in Guangdong Province. Ghana’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 
Regional Integration also expressed “extreme disappointment and displeasure” over the acts 
of ill-treatment and racial discrimination. 
 
Meanwhile social media in Ghana was awash with allegations that Chinese medical aid 
received in Ghana has been contaminated with the coronavirus. With 869,000 followers on 
Instagram, Ghanaian actor Prince David Osei using his verified account also joined in on the 
speculation, saying “these people [China] can never be trusted.” Ghana received three 
consignments of medical supplies from China including two from the Jack Ma Foundation and 
one from the Chinese government. The most recent consignment from China is kept at a 
military warehouse at Base Ordinance Camp in Accra awaiting laboratory test results from the 
Food and Drugs Authority. The medical supplies include coveralls, Continuous Positive Airways 
Pressure equipment, nose masks, hand gloves and laser thermometers. China also provided 
US$200 000 to Ghana toward the fight against Covid-19. 
 
Meeting with UK on Covid-19. Ghana and the United Kingdom (UK) agreed to continue to 
work together to encourage commitment towards climate action amid the Covid-19 
pandemic. A statement by the Ministry of Environment Science, Technology and Innovation 
(MESTI) said the discussions, held virtually, focused on issues relating to a new date for the 
26th United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) Conference of 
Parties (COP26), which was scheduled to be held in November 2020. Kwabena Frimpong-
Boateng, the Minister of Environment Science Technology and Innovation, Iain Walker, the 
UK Ambassador to Ghana and Paul Arkwright, the Regional Ambassador for Africa on COP 26 
were some of the key persons who participated in the meeting. The statement said the 
representatives also discussed the health and economic impact of Covid-19 on both countries. 
Frimpong-Boateng, the statement said, highlighted measures the government had taken to 
alleviate the economic impact of Covid-19 on Ghanaians. 
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German Covid-19 Support. The German Government is supporting Covid-19 rapid response 
measures in Ghana with up to 13.4 million Euros, the German Embassy announced. The 
German Government was providing funding for the set-up of a Covid-19 Unit at the Effia 
Nkwanta Regional Hospital in Takoradi. The measure was helping to build upon previous 
support by the German Government in the wake of the Ebola crisis, where an eight-bed facility 
was built and furnished with medical equipment as a Severe Infectious Disease Unit. Presently, 
with the support of the Western Regional Coordinating Council and Regional Health 
Directorate, the unit is being refurbished to increase the ward capacity to an additional 25 
beds including an intensive care unit. Furthermore, ventilators would be procured as well as 
training of personnel on the installation and use of equipment. Meanwhile the Ghana 
Revenue Authority (GRA), the Kumasi Centre for Collaborative Research (KCCR) and 
Germany’s Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) Governance Programme, 
funded by the German Government, joined hands to increase Ghana’s capacity to test for 
Covid-19 infections even in remote areas with limited access to laboratory capacities. The 
German Government also expressed its readiness to provide support to the Noguchi Memorial 
Institute of Medical Research to increase its testing capacity through the provision of Covid-
19 test kits and reagents. 
 
Families of Ghanaians Murdered in The Gambian Wants Justice. The families of Ghanaians 
who were murdered in The Gambian 2005 in March 2020 filed submissions to The Gambia 
Truth, Reconciliation and Reparations Commission (TRRC). They are demanding that former 
president Yahya Jammeh and “Junglers (hit squads)” who allegedly perpetrated the atrocity 
against the deceased Ghanaians, must be brought to justice and compensation paid to the 
families and survivors. Their demands were contained in separate affidavits filed and 
notarised in Ghana and dispatched to the TRRC in The Gambia, in which the families of the 
victims recounted the torture they had been going through since they became aware of the 
unlawful killing and enforced disappearances of their family members in 2005. It comes after 
three members of the ‘Junglers’ testified before the TRRC that they participated in the killing 
of the Ghanaians and other West African migrants on the orders of Yahya Jammeh.  
 
Note: On 22 July 2005, Gambian police forces arrested approximately 50-56 foreigners in 
Barra, near Banjul, including 44 Ghanaians.  The detained men and women, were believed to 
have been killed in the ensuing week and buried near Banjul and Kanilai. The disfigured bodies 
of eight of the migrants were found in Brufut, on the outskirts of Banjul, on July 23, the day 
after their capture. No other bodies have been recovered. Several officials said that Gambian 
intelligence had previously received information regarding a planned coup by mercenaries 
and may have mistaken the migrants for these mercenaries. The 2005 killings quickly became 
a source of tension between Ghana and Gambia, particularly after Gambian authorities 
refused to cooperate with several attempts by Ghana to investigate the matter. During an 
August 2005 visit to Gambia by a delegation led by the then-foreign minister – and now 
president, Nana Addo Dankwa Akufo-Addo, the Gambian foreign minister suggested that the 
eight migrants whose bodies were found may have been victims of ritual murder. 
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Operational 

 
 
 
 

 

 
March - April 2020 Headlines 

 
• 2 Mar – CEO of Ghana Investment Promotion Centre (GIPC), Yofi Grant, said Air Malta 

considering direct flight from Malta to Accra or a transit to other African countries 

• 18 Mar - Members of the professional associations within Ghana Civil Aviation 
Authority (GCAA) called off a strike which was set to commence on 17 March after 
the intervention of the Minister of Aviation, Joseph Kofi Adda 

• 24 Mar - Office of the Auditor General suspended the collection of the Assets and 
Liabilities Declaration Forms in a bid to curb the spread of coronavirus  

• 24 Mar - Ghana Maritime Authority (GMA) directed all sea ports to prevent any ship 
whose crew is suspected to be infected with Coronavirus from entering the country  

• 25 Mar - Majority Leader Osei-Kyei-Mensah-Bonsu called for conduct of a forensic 
audit relating to the 2014 planned procurement of 200 ambulances worth €15 million, 
but out of which only 30 were delivered. Says Ministry of Health said the money for 
the remaining 170 ambulances was not on their books 

• 1 Apr - Ghana Maritime Authority (GMA) presented protective equipment to Ghana 
Private Road Transport Union (GPRTU) to help in fight against spread of Covid-19. DG 
of GMA, Thomas Kofi Alonsi, said GPRTU was chosen because of the central role it 
plays in moving people across the country. 

• 7 Apr - Passengers travelling from Sunyani to Wenchi and Techiman left stranded as 
drivers on that route went on sit-down strike. Drivers said they could no longer 
comply with Covid-19 directives to reduce number of passengers they carry 

• 8 Apr - Chinese HNA Group's Africa World Airlines (AWA), a Ghana-based domestic 
airline, donated US$100 000 to the government‘s Covid-19 fight 

• 17 Apr - Waste management company Zoomlion Ghana donated GH¢120 000 to the 
Noguchi Memorial Institute for Medical Research 

• 17 Apr - Facebook expanding its Coronavirus Information Centre to Ghana, following 
launch across 17 countries in Sub-Saharan Africa. Ghanaians now able to access latest 
news, information from trusted sources, resources and tips on staying healthy 

• 21 Apr - China Jiangxi International Cooperation donated 10 000 masks to the 
Ministries of Roads and Highways and Finance  

• 21 Apr - Erratic power supply is a major challenge affecting the activities of health 
personnel at the Sene West District Hospital in the Bono East Region 

• 23 Apr - Western Regional National Commission for Civic Education (NCCE) embarks 
on public sensitisation on COVID-19 in Western Region 

 

 

Risk Factor Level  Trend 

Operation Substantial Improving 

 

Event Date 

Ghana Electricity Expo 10-12 Nov 20 

Water Tech exhibition  10-12 Nov 20 

Table 2: Key Dates - Operational 
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General 
 
Covid-19. The first two cases of Covid-19 were confirmed on 12 March 2020, when two people 
returned from Norway and Turkey. As of 26 April 2020, Ghana recorded 1 550 Covid-19 cases 
with 155 recoveries and 11 deaths. A staff member of Chirano Gold Mine (Western-North 
Region) tested positive for Covid-19 on 24 April 2020, bringing the number of regions in Ghana 
affected by the Covid-19 pandemic to 11 out of 16. 
 
On 15 March 2020, President Akufo-Addo outlined measures to curtail its spread in the 
country. Among the measures announced by the president which took effect from 16 March 
2020, were restrictions on entry into Ghana by other nationals (except for resident permit 
holders) traveling from countries which have recorded at least 200 Covid-19 cases, mandatory 
14-day self-quarantine for persons who are otherwise allowed to enter Ghanaian territory, 
and suspension of public gatherings including sporting events, conferences, and workshops.  
 
On 21 March 2020, the president updated the nation on the status of those measures put in 
place to help minimise the possibility of further novel Covid-19 infestation.  He placed 
additional stringent restrictions on travel by ordering the closure of Ghana's land, sea, and air 
borders to human traffic effective 22 March 2020. Passengers who have been allowed into 
the country have been mandated to self-quarantine for 14 days. Guidelines for self-quarantine 
have been provided at the various ports of entries. President Akufo-Addo also announced the 
imposition of restrictions to movement in the Greater Accra Metropolitan Area and Kasoa, 
and the Greater Kumasi Metropolitan Area and its contiguous districts. All universities, senior 
high schools, and basic schools (both private and public) were authorised to shut down. All 
establishments, such us supermarkets, restaurants, and hotels are to observe enhanced 
hygiene procedures by providing running water and soap for washing of hands and hand 
sanitizers. 
 
On 19 April 2020, the partial lockdown that had been imposed three weeks earlier, was lifted, 
although certain measures remain in place. President Akufo-Addo said in an Address to the 
Nation that since the first two cases of infections were recorded, the government traced some 
86 000 contacts, out of which the test results of 68 591 contacts were received. Out of this 
number, 1,042 persons, i.e. 1.5%, have been confirmed as positive, with 67,549, i.e. 98.5%, 
testing negative. Zipline, a California-based drone-delivery start-up begun delivering Covid-19 
test samples via drone in Ghana’s two largest cities, Accra and Kumasi. It is the first time in 
history that autonomous drones have been used to make regular long-range deliveries into 
densely populated urban areas.  
 
Other highlights from his speech include: 
 

• Ghana added to its network of Covid- 19 treatment centres, with the Ga East and Bank 
of Ghana Hospitals being 100% dedicated to the fight. In addition, government set 
aside separate Covid-19 treatment centres at the University of Ghana Medical School 
Hospital, the Korle-Bu Teaching Hospital, Komfo Anokye Teaching Hospital, Kumasi 
South Hospital, and in other designated Regional and District Hospitals. 

• A 100-bed Infectious Disease and Isolation Facility at the Ga East Municipal Hospital, 
which is being funded through a public-private partnership, under the leadership of 
the Ghana Covid-19 Private Sector Fund, will be constructed within six weeks with the 
assistance of the 48-Engineer Regiment of the Ghana Armed Forces (GAF). 
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He said that in view of the country’s ability to undertake aggressive contact tracing of infected 
persons, the enhancement of the capacity to test and the expansion in the numbers of 
treatment and isolation centres, he decided to lift the restriction on movements in the Greater 
Accra Metropolitan Area and Kasoa, and the Greater Kumasi Metropolitan Area and its 
contiguous districts, with effect from 20 April.  President Akufo-Addo however said that all 
other measures are still in place namely the suspension of all public gatherings, including 
conferences, workshops, funerals, parties, nightclubs, drinking spots, beaches, festivals, 
political rallies, religious activities and sporting events. All educational facilities, private and 
public, are to remain closed. Businesses and other workplaces can continue to operate, 
observing staff management and workplace protocols with the view to achieving social 
distancing and hygiene protocols. Operators of public transport, including buses, trotros and 
taxis, are to continue to run with a minimum number of passengers, as they have been doing 
for the last three weeks in maintaining social distancing. They must also continue to ensure 
the maintenance of enhanced hygienic conditions in all vehicles and terminals, by providing, 
amongst others, hand sanitizers, running water and soap for washing of hands. Domestic 
airlines are required to adhere to the same protocols. 
 
President Akufo-Addo added that the arrest of ten West African nationals in Tamale who all 
tested positive for the virus; the arrest of  six Nigerian travellers who entered Ghana through 
unapproved routes along the Ghana-Togo border near Aflao, who also tested positive for the 
virus; and the recent arrest of ten fishermen in the Western Region, who returned from Cote 
d’Ivoire and have been quarantined, prompted him to  extend the closure of Ghana’s borders 
for two more weeks, beginning 20 April. The six Nigerians subsequently escaped from a 
holding centre at Asato in the Kadjebi District of the Oti Region. Furthermore, he said, should 
there be an unexpected outbreak of infections within a community, health workers and the 
security services are on standby, to co-ordinate a rapid response of human and logistical 
resources, if necessary, to cordon off, impose a curfew, trace, test and treat infected persons. 
 
President Akufo-Addo extended the ban on the social gatherings by two more weeks effective 
April 27 2020. The ban was first imposed on March 15 by the President and was due to expire 
on April 27.  The ban affects all public gatherings including conferences, workshops, funerals, 
festivals, political rallies, church activities and other related events. 
 
Administrative Response 
 
The Inter-Ministerial Coordinating Committee (IMCC), chaired by President Akufo-Addo, 
includes representatives from the Ministries of Finance, Health, Local Government, Gender, 
Children and Social Protection, Information, Transport, Interior, Defence and the Office of the 
President. It is the apex coordinating body for the Covid-19 response. The National Technical 
Coordinating Committee (NTCC) serves as a technical expert committee in the monitoring of 
the implementation. The NTCC is chaired by Director General, Ghana Health Service and co-
chaired by the World Health Organisation (WHO). The National Public Health Emergency 
Operations Centre (PHEOC) is the mechanism responsible for coordinating Covid-19 response 
activities (Director, Public Health). It is activated when there is an outbreak and the activation 
is scaled-up depending on the risks and epidemiological situation of the outbreak. In addition, 
the National Disaster Management Organization (NADMO) is a government agency 
responsible for the management of natural disasters and other emergencies (reporting to the 
Ministry of Interior). At the regional and district levels, preparedness and response activities 
are coordinated by the respective regional and district Public Health Emergency Management 
Committees (PHEMCs). The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) is a standing member of 
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the National Technical Coordinating Committee, the PHEOC and the sub-group on Risk 
Communication and Community Engagement (RCCE).  
 
Some Funding  
 
President Akufo-Addo said that due to the effects of the measures to contain the virus he 
mandated the creation of the GH¢1.2 billion Covid-19 Alleviation Programme to support 
households and businesses. Out of this amount, GH¢280 million is being used to provide food 
for the vulnerable and free water for all for three months, i.e. April, May and June, GH¢323 
million is being used to pay health workers and GH¢600 million of assistance is being provided 
to micro, small and medium-scale businesses, as from May 2020. Government also provided 
over 2.5 million cooked food packs to vulnerable persons in the affected districts of Accra and 
Kumasi. Dry food packs have also been distributed, in collaboration with the faith-based 
organisations, to 470 000 families in the same areas.  
 
Sixteen public and private companies, on 23 April 2020, contributed a total of GH¢1.3 million 
to the Covid-19 National Trust Fund, headed by former Chief Justice, Sophia Akuffo. amongst 
others Societe Generale Ghana contributed GH¢500,000. 
 

Power 
 
Free Electricity. President Akufo-Addo announced three months (April, May and June) of free 
electricity for certain consumers, to make up for lost income following the Covid-19 lockdown 
in Accra and Kumasi. The free electricity is for persons who consume from 0-50 kilowatt-hours 
a month for this period. In addition, the President said the government will also absorb 50% 
of electricity bills for consumers in residential areas as well as those engaged in commercial 
activities during the period using their March 2020 bill as the benchmark.  Those consumers 
who have been disconnected from the national grid by the power distributors will not enjoy 
the government’s three-month tariff absorption, Energy Minister, John Peter Amewu, said. 
Amewu said about 87% of Ghanaians who are connected to the national grid through 4.8 
million metres, would enjoy the intervention, which is estimated to cost the government 
approximately GH¢1 billion. Apart from the Minority in Parliament, former President John 
Dramani Mahama also asked for subsidisation of electricity tariffs. The Progressive People's 
Party (PPP) also asked the President to consider a waiver on electricity bills as part of social 
interventions.  
 
The Executive Director of the Institute for Energy Security (IES) Ghana, Paa Kwasi Anamua 
Sakyi, cautioned the government against acts that could lead to a pile up of energy sector 
debts following the implementation of electricity relief. Even though Sakyi thinks the initiative 
is commendable, he says government must ensure that payments are made to the Electricity 
Company of Ghana (ECG) on time. Meanwhile, the Head of Communications and Public Affairs 
at the Ministry of Energy, Nana Damoah stated that the cost of electricity reliefs by 
governments will not affect the country’s energy sector debt. The Ministry of Finance has 
given assurances that the money has been found and is available to be paid at the end of every 
month, Damoah stated. It is believed that Ghana’s Energy sector debt currently stands at 
GH¢15 billion. 
 
Electrification Projects Continue. Government set a target of expanding the electricity access 
rate to a minimum of 90% of the population by the end of 2020 as it seeks parliamentary 
approval for a loan of US$100 million to connect 526 communities to the national grid. 
Currently, six out of the 16 regions have access rates above the national average of 84.98 % 
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with Greater Accra Region ranked number one with 96.66% followed by Ashanti Region with 
91.57%. The Savannah Region is ranked at the bottom of the table with an access rate of 
54.51%, the Chairperson of the Committee on Mines and Energy, Emmanuel Akwasi Gyamfi, 
told Parliament in April 2020. According to him, half of the money will be spent on the 
electrification of 292 communities in the Ashanti, Central, Eastern and Bono, Bono East and 
Ahafo Regions. The remaining amount will be spent on the electrification of 234 communities 
in the North East, Savannah, Eastern and Northern Regions. Minority Leader, Haruna Iddrisu, 
in supporting the agreement, lauded the effort of government, and added that any effort to 
expand rural electrification is worthy of support. 
 
Power Transmission Project Completed. The Ghana Grid Company and Sunon Asogli Power 
completed a US$5.4 million project to increase power transmission capacity in the country. 
The project, which commenced full-scale operation on 15 April 2020, involves the installation 
of a 200MVA Autotransformer to facilitate evacuation of about 120MVA additional generation 
capacity from the Sunon Asogli power plant into the grid. The Ghana Grid Company 
contributed an Autotransformer at a cost of US$3.3 million, while Sunon Asogli invested close 
to US$2 million to cater for the remaining cost of the project. The new equipment will also 
provide flexibility in system operation by enabling power transfer between the 161kV and 
330kV networks; thereby ensuring stable and reliable transmission of power. The additional 
generation capacity being made available through this project, will further make about 
1500GWh of electricity available per year to the national grid. 
 
Local Content Policy for Cables Re-Activated. The Electricity Company of Ghana (ECG) 
directed all its stations to purchase only made in Ghana electrical cables for their operations. 
The Managing Director of ECG, Kwame Agyeman-Budu said this has been a standing policy 
which has however been overlooked as purchases were made outside Ghana, particularly 
China. Agyeman-Budu said the policy is to help create more jobs in Ghana and also encourage 
local producers to manufacture more. He said that the ECG realised in the past years that 
some local manufacturers have started importing cables into the country thereby defeating 
the purpose of the local content policy. He said that cables produced in Ghana meet the 
international standards; and so, there is no need to import cables into the country. 
 
Nuclear Power. Ghana is set to generate nuclear power by 2030, the Executive Director of 
Nuclear Power Ghana (NPG), Theo Nii Okai said. He made this comment on the side-lines of 
an interaction with a review mission from the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) in 
March 2020. The Ghana Atomic Energy Commission is currently preparing a report on the 
Nuclear Power Programme and upon presentation to government a decision would be taken 
regarding the financing of the programme, the Minister of Environment, Science, Technology 
and Innovation, Kwabena Frimpong Boateng, said. 
 
CIPDIB Calls for Lower Tariffs. Elikplim Kwabla Apetorgbor, the CEO of the Chamber of 
Independent Power Producers, Bulk Consumers and Distributors (CIPDiB), called for the 
removal of what he described as inessential taxes contributing to high electricity tariffs. These, 
he said, includes the Ghana Education Trust Fund (2.5%), the National Health Insurance Levy 
(2.5%), the Value Added Tax (12.5%), the Public Lighting – Street lighting (3%) and the National 
Electrification (2%) tax. Apetorgbor in a statement said, the levies and charges inconvenienced 
and burdened consumers and weakened the capacity for growth and made distribution 
companies uncompetitive. He said the complete removal of these taxes and a reduction in gas 
price would lower electricity tariffs. 
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Aviation 
 
Solar Power for Airports. The Government announced plans to implement a project to power 
the country’s airports with solar energy. Minister of Aviation Joseph Kofi Adda, said that the 
government sought Indian expertise for the project. Adda said that a team from Cochin 
International Airport came to Ghana and assessed the country’s airports to determine the cost 
of the project and the portion of an Exim Bank of India financing facility of about US$10 million 
that would be used to convert all the country’s airports to solar power. Kotoka International 
Airport in Ghana is likely to be the first to benefit from the solarisation project for the 
country’s airports. The authorities intend to build a solar power plant with a capacity of 6 
MWp. The Ministry of Aviation estimates that solar power could cut airport electricity bills by 
up to 30%. Green energy will also reduce the carbon footprint of Ghana’s airports. 
 
Domestic Flights to Restart. Speaking during a virtual Regional Air Transport Industry Summit 
for Africa on 21 April 2020, Minister of Aviation Joseph Kofi Adda said the aviation sector is 
set to commence domestic flight operations after three weeks of lockdown. He said that 
measures are being introduced to ensure the safety of both passengers and operators when 
the industry moves back into operation. Other measures being introduced include the testing 
of flight crew members before they start operation, as well as fumigation, regular passenger 
and handling crew sanitisation as well as the acquisition of more PPEs for the Port Health 
officials and ground handling personnel. He said that Port Health Service Officers would be 
stationed at all domestic Airports, which previously did not have any. Passengers who exhibit 
symptoms of the novel coronavirus after screening at the domestic terminal of the Kotoka 
International Airport will not be allowed to board flights.  Also, according to a release by the 
Ghana Health Service face masks will be worn throughout the flight period and there will be 
no serving of food during the flight. All passengers will also be required to carry personal 
samples of hand sanitizers which will be used before embarking and disembarking aircrafts. 
 
In March 2020, the Ghana Civil Aviation Authority (GCAA) said it was projecting a 20% decline 
in revenue due to the drop in the number of flights permitted into the country in the wake of 
the coronavirus pandemic. The Director-General of the GCAA, Simon Allotey, said that they 
may have to think of other means to make up for the shortfall. “What we need to do is to sit 
down, re-strategise and take measures to reduce operational costs. Certain projects which 
are not critical could be put on hold, and we also need to look at staff costs and expenses. 
There are further stringent measures we will take to try to minimize expenses as we do not 
want to shut down the airport which could lead to the laying off of workers,” Allotey said. 
 
Accra selected as UN Hub. The United Nations (UN) selected Accra as one of its regional hubs 
for its humanitarian operations in the fight against Covid-19 to serve three main functions: 
 

• As cargo hub to receive medical and humanitarian supplies from United Nations 
global hubs for distribution to UN entities in the region 

• As regional aviation service to ensure the transportation of UN humanitarian 
personnel around the region in the absence of commercial flights  

• As location for the establishment of regional treatment centres for UN staff who are 
staying in the region to deliver on humanitarian and development mandates. 

 

Roads/Transport 
 
Construction of The Bolgatanga-Bawku-Polimakom Road Project to Commence. Parliament 
approved a US$151 million loan agreement for the construction of the Bolgatanga, Bawku 
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Polimakom road project in Upper East Region. The loan which will come partly from 
Germany’s KfW IPEX-Bank and UK’s HSBC Bank plc is meant to finance the construction of 
phase one of the road project which has been at a standstill. The Government initiated the 
project in 2016 with funding from the Road Fund which according to the Finance Committee 
was unable to release the needed funds to finance the project and as a result the project 
stalled. The project covers the entire 102.55km road which starts from Bolgatanga 
Municipality as a dual carriage road for 2 km and continues as a single carriageway through 
Zebilla, Bawku and ends at Polimakom. The scope of the work includes the construction of a 
carriageway with a width of 3.65m x 2, and outer shoulders measuring 2.0m x 2.  Three new 
bridges are also planned to be built over Kulaa, Red Volta and White Volta Rivers.  The project 
according to the finance committee is projected to be completed within a period of 17 months 
from the date of commencement. 
 
Construction of Abirem road Commenced. Construction work on the Abirem road in the 
North District of the Eastern Region commenced in March 2020. The project was awarded to 
three local contractors and is expected to take one year to complete. The 15.8km road worth 
US$7 million, is expected to improve the lives of communities that are located around areas 
such as Mamanso, Old and New Abirem, Afosu, Ntronang, New Amanfrom, Hweakwae, and 
Adausena. Local Liaison group, a joint body made up of regulator institutions comprising the 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), Minerals Commission and the Ghana Water 
Resources Commission are mandated to assist in addressing environmental, social and other 
issues relating to the communities. Note: According to Minister of Roads and Highways, Kwesi 
Amoako-Atta, about 61% of roads in the country have been classified as poor. There are 
approximately 72,000km of roads in the country out of which 23% had been asphalted with 
39% in good condition while the rest are classified as fair or poor 
 
Rail 

 
Ghana-Burkina Faso Railway Connectivity Project on Course. The Ministry of Railways 
Development reiterated that the Ghana-Burkina Faso Railway Connectivity project is on 
course. A statement issue by the Ministry, said the Joint Committee of Experts, led by the 
respective Minister’s responsible for railway development in Ghana and Burkina Faso, have 
been meeting during March 2020, to review and validate the draft Final Report of the 
Feasibility Studies submitted by the Transaction Advisors.  It said the comments and inputs 
from the Technical Experts were expected to be incorporated in the Final Report and 
submitted by the Transaction Advisor to enable them proceed with the next steps. President 
Akufo-Addo and President Roch Marc Christian Kabore, in 2017, agreed that railway 
interconnectivity between the two West African neighbours was an important factor to 
accelerate economic growth and development. The statement said the development of the 
project is being carried out in four phases. 
 
These include Phase 1: Feasibility Studies; Phase 2: Procurement of Private Sector Partner; 
Phase 3: Analysis of Technical Studies by Private Partner; and Phase 4: Construction and 
Supervision.  It said the Feasibility Studies, which commenced in December, 2018, as part of 
the first phase of the project development are at the final stages of completion. It said the 
Inception Report was submitted by the Transaction Advisors and was discussed and approved 
on 5 April 2019. A Pre-Feasibility Report was reviewed and validated by the Joint Committee 
of Experts on 9 October 2019. The proposed route or alignment starts from Tema through 
Mpakadan, which is currently under construction and expected to be completed by August 
2020. It said the line would continue from Mpakadan and would go through Hohoe, Nkwanta, 
Bimbila, Yendi, Tamale, Walewale, Bolgatanga, Paga, Po, Zabre, Tenkodogo, Manga and 
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terminate at Ouagadougou. The statement said the total length of the line, including the 
branch lines was approximately 1 200km. 

 
Water 
 
Free Water. President Akufo-Addo announced that the government will take care of water 
bills of all Ghanaians for the next 3 months (April, May, June). To address the inadequate 
water supply President Akufo-Addo said all water tankers will be mobilised to ensure the 
supply of water to all vulnerable communities. The Head of the Surface Water Division at the 
Water Research Institute, Emmanuel Bekoe, said government must improve on logistics in the 
water supply chain, if its absorption of bills is to achieve its purpose. According to Bekoe, even 
though Ghana has enough water to follow through with the announcement, it is necessary to 
build more infrastructure and facilities to beef up production of water across the country.  
Clifford Braimah, the acting Managing Director of the Ghana Water Company Limited (GWCL) 
said that government will spend an estimated GH¢300 million on water supply in the next 
three months. Braimah added that 10 000-litre water tanks have been procured to be 
mounted at vantage points for the distribution of water to citizens. 
 
Water Problems in Bunso. The Management of GWCL in the Eastern Region is struggling to 
produce water for residents living in and around Bunso due to the pollution of the Birim River 
by illegal miners. The Bunso Water Treatment Plant is intermittently shut down over alarming 
levels of raw water turbidity for several months now. The Bunso Water Treatment Plant 
pumps raw water from the Birim river to produce about 60 000 gallons of treated water to 
serve residents in communities such as Bunso, Nsutem, Etukrom, and its environs. The 
activities of illegal Miners in the Birim River continue to pollute raw water source increasing 
the Water turbidity sometimes to as high as 20 000NTU which is almost impossible to treat. 
According to the GWCL, the expected raw water turbidity level ideal for treatment should be 
less than 3000NTU. On 7 April 2020 for instance, water production started with raw water 
turbidity level of 2 760NTU as at 6:00am but the turbidity rose to 20 820NTU around 10:00am 
forcing authorities to shut down the plant. 
 

Ports 
 
Operations at Tema. According to the Ghana Ports and Harbours Authority (GPHA), under the 
lockdown regime, the Port of Tema will operate as follows: a. Vessels /Ships handling – 24 
hours a day, 7 days a week to unload and load cargo for ships arriving and departing b. Cargo 
deliveries – special dispensation given for full unrestricted import clearances o all cargoes 
currently already received to storage in Tema Port for Ghana and in Transit c. After all cargoes 
already in port and those on the high seas have arrived and have been cleared from the port, 
the new rule to allow only essential goods to be cleared shall apply if the lockdown is still in 
force. d. Essential goods-Clearing agents to clear these goods must obtain permit. The goods 
include food items, medicines, perishable goods, dangerous cargoes including ammunitions 
and direct delivery goods (fertilizer, clinker, steel products etc.) e. Whenever the new rule of 
restricting import clearance for only essential goods comes into effect, rent and demurrage 
that may occur during the lockdown new rule period should be waived by Terminal Operators 
and Shipping Lines respectively.  f. Exports – cargoes meant for exports shall be received by 
the Ports on a 24hours basis. 
 
Meanwhile the Ghana Maritime Authority (GMA) said in mid-April 2020 that there is no 
noticeable reduction in cargo vessel traffic to the country yet. No data was provided. The 
Deputy Director, Ship Inspections & Marine Security at GMA, Captain Emmanuel Ankamah, 
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said the figures show that despite lockdowns across the world, cargo ships have continued to 
call at Ghana’s ports. As part of government’s response to the outbreak of Covid-19 in Ghana, 
President Akufo-Addo announced the closure of Ghana’s borders. Cargo ships were, however, 
exempt. The GMA, which regulates the maritime industry in Ghana, issued guidelines – that 
mirror similar ones issued by the International Maritime Organisation (IMO) – to all port 
authorities to ensure that while ships come in, no crew imports the virus into the country. 
 
Container Agreement Activated. Management of the Ghana Ports and Harbours Authority 
(GPHA) commenced the implementation of the 20% retention of container cargo agreement 
it entered into with the shareholders of Meridian Ports Services (MPS) in November 2019. In 
a memo dated 14 April 2020 to all container shipping lines, it said effective from 20 April, all 
container vessels coming into Tema Port with draught of 11.5 meters or less will be berthed 
and worked on by GPHA at its facilities in Terminal 1 and 2 respectively. According to the 
GPHA, the delay in the implementation of the agreement coupled with the Covid-19 pandemic 
adversely affected its revenue mobilisation hence the need to activate the agreement. In 
November 2019, the shareholders of MPS took a decision to grant 20% Container business to 
GPHA. 
 
Suspension of Demurrage Charges. The Ghana Shippers Authority announced the suspension 
of demurrage/detention and rent charges at the ports from 30 March 2020 to 19 April 2020 
following the outbreak of Covid-19. The Shippers Authority said the decision is to ensure that 
shippers and other stakeholders do not take actions that may threaten government’s efforts 
at stemming the spread of the virus in their bid to avert the “accumulation of the time-related 
penalties.” It further said in a statement: “The Ghana Ports and Harbours and other key 
stakeholders, including your outfit, have shown commitment and great sacrifice to ensure the 
clearance of import and export cargo through the ports in these difficult times, but 
unfortunately, a number of shippers have had to bear the brunt of the unintended 
consequences of the restrictions, which includes social distancing protocols. This has made it 
difficult for many of them to clear their cargo, within the stipulated time periods, resulting in 
huge demurrage and storage rent charges.” 
 
Trans Volta Logistics Project to proceed. LMI Holdings, a Ghanaian industrial conglomerate, 
began consultations on the Trans Volta Logistics Project. The project is expected to position 
the Tema Port as the leading transit hub in West Africa and enhance revenue mobilisation for 
Ghana and Burkina Faso. The CEO of LMI Holdings, Kojo Aduhene, stated that the project 
consists of two containers ports as Mpakadan and Debre, a 400km freight barge route from 
Mpakadan in the South to Debre in the Savana Region and a logistics and industrial park at 
Debre, customs and warehouses. He said the US$200 million projects was expected to provide 
competitive freight transportation linking the Port of Tema to Northern Ghana and beyond, 
using the existing inland waterway of Lake Volta.  He said the project would serve as a catalyst 
for industrialisation of the North/Sahel with the potential to stimulate value added 
manufacturing in textiles, fruits and meat processing, drive cross border trade and regional 
integration, reduce costs in annual road repairs by government, decrease traffic congestion 
and air pollution in urban centres. Expected to be completed in 2023, Aduhene added that it 
would create direct and indirect employment opportunities for people in communities around 
the project site. 
 
Clearing the Oti River. The Ghana Maritime Authority (GMA) which has in recent years 
uprooted tree stumps from certain parts of the Volta Lake extended its work to the Oti River.  
Many people travelling to Kete-Krachi in the Oti Region, as well as parts of the north such as 
Kpandai, Bimbilla, Yeji and Tamale, and the vast network of islands in the newly created 
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region, have to rely on boats and ferries to cross the river which gave the Oti Region its name. 
To prevent any accidents, the management of the GMA awarded a contract to Kete-Krachi 
Timber Recovery (KKTR) for the removal of the tree stumps that have the potential to cause 
accidents. The Deputy Director, Projects, Monitoring & Evaluation at the GMA, Richard Lartey, 
said this scale of tree stump removal has never been done.  Three important routes, with 
economic and social importance, were covered in this exercise – Dambai-Njare (18km), 
Tumpunjah Island-Kudorkope Yeji-Makango (5km), and Kudorkope-Dambai Yeji-Awujakope 
(7km), he said.  Between 2018 and 2019, he said the Authority also sponsored the removal of 
stumps on the 2.5km Dambai-Dodoikope, 8km Yeji-Makango and 11km Yeji-Awujakope 
routes. 
 
MPS support against Covid-19. Meridian Port Services Limited (MPS) donated assorted food 
items and hygiene products to four institutions in Tema. These consist of the Tema 
Metropolitan Assembly (TMA), Tema West Metropolitan Assembly (TWMA), Tema Traditional 
Council and the Nungua Traditional Council to contribute to the wellbeing of the fishing 
communities along the coast of Tema and surrounding areas. The items included sugar, 
tomato paste, gari, palm oil, beans, water, hand sanitisers, Veronica Buckets, washing soap 
and tissue paper. MPS also established measures in the Terminal and its offices to stem the 
contraction and spreading of Covid-19.  
 
Dissatisfaction with UNIPASS/ICUMS System. Implementation of the pilot UNIPASS Single 
Window Project commenced on 28 February 2020. The project is undertaken by Ghana Link, 
owned by its Chairperson, Nick Danso-Adjei. The Ministry of Trade and Industry (MoTI) 
indicated that the new trade facilitation tool – UNIPASS Customs Technology will help provide 
a comprehensive national single window platform to earn more revenue for the country as 
well as enhance trade facilitation and revenue generation at ports across the country. 
However, the Ghana Link/UNIPASS system failed to deliver and started to cause disruptions 
in the trade facilitation chain. Freight forwarders and importers who were compelled to 
register to use the new system are finding it difficult to clear their goods and some of them 
have therefore resorted to the existing vendors to save their goods from further delays. The 
second-largest sea port in the country, Takoradi Port, since 1 April has been struggling to 
electronically clear goods due to technical challenges facing the UNIPASS/Integrated Customs 
Management Systems (ICUMS). Valuation is currently done manually, resulting in delays. 
Freight forwarders at Takoradi said that unlike the GCNet/West Blue system where 
documents are electronically available for direct access anytime, it is not so with the new 
UNIPASS/ICUMS systems. While importers are not able to access the Tax Identification 
Numbers of their companies and other registration details in the new system, the system-
handlers themselves are having challenges with manifest declarations, handling and 
processing.  
 
Some importers said they have been asked to print out previously scanned documents from 
the GCNet/West Blue system (to serve as a guide for valuation which ICUMS is unable to do) 
and manually attach them to current documents for submission. They also said that unlike in 
the GCNet/West Blue Systems where there is access to Container Movement Reports (CMR) 
and Delivery Orders (DO) in electronic format, the new UNIPASS/ICUMS system does not 
demonstrate such functionality. This means that other agencies which rely on electronic data 
for reporting purposes are left deficient, and this totally defeats the government’s efforts to 
achieve a completely paperless port. Many importers therefore believe the nation has 
returned to past practices, whereby manual valuation allowed Customs officials to influence 
payments and enrich themselves. 
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Many Civil Society Organisations (CSOs), including IMANI Africa, have written to government 
and other stakeholders to discontinue the use of UNIPASS but nothing has changed. IMANI 
Africa queried why a company owned by Ghana Link – the same company mandated by 
government to take over the country’s National Single Window operations – failed to 
implement an end-to-end Customs management system for over seven years in Sierra Leone, 
but that same company is now being mandated to operate Ghana’s single window system. 
Since introduction of the paperless system operated by GCNet and West Blue Consulting, 
government revenues have consistently risen – except in 2019, when government reduced 
benchmark values at the ports. The accumulated growth in Customs revenues between 2015 
and 2018 was about 76%; rising from GH¢7.5billion in 2015 to about GH¢13.2billion in 2018. 
For this stellar performance, GCNET and West Blue which are currently contracted till the end 
of 2023 and 2020 respectively are paid a combined fee of 0.54% of Free on Board (FOB) – i.e. 
taking into consideration government’s 35 percent shares in GCNET. It is thus “mind-blogging 
that government seeks to throw out all these gains for an unproven and experimental system 
that has failed elsewhere,” IMANI said. 
 
IMANI Africa urged President Akufo-Addo to temporarily suspend the operations of UNI-PASS 
and allow GCNET and West Blue to operate for the remainder of the year. This is to enable 
the nation to avoid revenue losses, most likely GH¢10 billion given the reduced trade activity 
due to Covid-19. The policy think tank also advised the President to conduct an independent 
review of the UNI-PASS system. 
 
Meanwhile, Senior Minister Yaw Osafo-Maafo has not relented in using his office to ensure 
the Ghana Link/UNIPASS deal goes through despite the controversies and challenges 
associated with the contract itself as well as the actual work of the company. The exact 
interests of Yaw Osafo-Maafo, in the Ghana Link/UNIPASS deal, if any, remain unknown. 
GCNet and West Blue confirmed that he had written to them requesting that they had over 
their systems to Ghana Link/UNIPASS. The Minority in parliament noted that the GCNET/West 
Blue system has been audited by both local and international agencies and has been 
acclaimed globally for its robustness and efficiency; receiving some of the highest ISO 
certification for this as well as several local and international awards. “Unsurprisingly, the 
system the two companies have put together has not had any system breaches since its 
inception. Indeed, the system’s robustness in the midst of expanded port operations has been 
remarkable as evidenced through the increased revenues delivered year-in-year-out. So why 
will our government seek to replace such companies with a sole-sourced company with no 
proper track record in the business and with no verifiable superior systems?” the minority 
said in a statement. 
 

Telecommunication/ICT 
 
Vodafone and Covid-19. Vodafone uses its various platforms including social media and text 
alerts for the dissemination of critical information on Covid-19. Additionally, Vodafone 
partnered with the Ghana Health Service (GHS) to extend its public education and awareness 
in the various regions by producing radio jingles and TV adverts in the various languages. 
Vodafone is offering students and learners across all levels of education, free access to a 
plethora of educational websites and e-learning platforms via the Vodafone network. 
Vodafone further activated its Healthline Call Centre, which is staffed with 50 specialist 
doctors to support government by giving guidance and accurate health information about the 
virus. Vodafone’s Big Data initiative, which is in partnership with Ghana Statistical Services 
(GSS) and the Flowminder Foundation, is helping the Ministry of Health (MOH) understand 
how effective the lockdown has been by using data analysis techniques. This initiative helps 
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the Ministry plan its interventions at both the national and community levels Vodafone also 
provided internet connectivity and devices to the Greater Accra Regional Teleconsultation 
Centre (TCC) at Ridge Hospital, to enable the Centre provide free psychological support to 
Ghanaians. Vodafone through its Foundation collaborated with the Ghana Health Service to 
train 70 doctors and other supporting medical staff on relevant disciplines to support 
government’s Risk Communication and Public Education campaign on Covid-19. Vodafone 
also provided 1700 connected Vodafone SIMs with airtime to government to support its 
contact tracing efforts. Vodafone also zero-rated calls to the National Covid-19 response 
number (112) and given Ghanaians free access to government websites for daily updates on 
Covid-19, via Vodafone. 
 
Its enterprise unit, Vodafone Business, is providing productivity tools that enable remote 
working. These include Smart Business, which offers free closed-user group (CUG) calls and 
unique data, voice and SMS bundles to support small to medium enterprises (SMEs). 
Businesses can also leverage Vodafone technology including videoconferencing, internet 
telephony and cloud and hosting services, to conduct virtual meetings. Vodafone Business 
also launched Data Sharer to enable SMEs and their employees utilize a single bulk data 
bundle while setting consumption limits for each individual based on their need and function.  
 
Vodafone Cash remains the only mobile money service that allows customers to send money 
to other Vodafone Cash users for free and uncapped. Vodafone has completely waived 
transfer charges to enable customers save on transactions. Additionally, customers can send 
any amount below GH¢100 to the various mobile money services for free. Vodafone landline 
customers are now connecting and interacting with their families and friends on Vodafone 
mobile and fixed numbers for free.  
 
MTN and Covid-19. In a news release on 22 April 2020, Noel Kojo-Ganson, Chief Marketing 
Officer, MTN Ghana, said that as part of the company’s commitment, to assist customers to 
stay safe during the Covid-19 pandemic, it developed the “Ayoba” App and myMTN App. The 
Ayoba and myMTN App offers a convergence of personalised essential communications 
service that keeps everyone connected, with free SMS messages for MTN customers. Ayoba 
users can also enjoy free chats with friends who do not have smartphones and also share 
pictures, videos and audio files for free. The press release further stated that Aayoba is 
currently available only on Android and has been downloaded by more than five million 
people in Africa, that the version for iPhone users will be available soon and that MTN 
Customers can download myMTN from the Play Store and App Store by searching for myMTN 
Ghana. On the myMTN App, he said it was a one-stop destination for MTN services, allowed 
customers to easily manage their mobile number and MoMo accounts and that in the near 
future, customers would also be able to manage their broadband account. 
 
MTN Ghana as part of its Y’ello Hope package is providing free Internet connectivity to over 
100 educational sites for private and public schools students across the country. In all, this 
package supports a total of over 245,134 customers, consuming over 3,493 GB data per day 
for educational purposes. In addition to the educational sites MTN has also zero rated the 
website of some government agencies to enable customers to read and access information 
on Covid 19 free of charge. Some of the zero-rated websites are the website of Ghana Health 
Services, Ministry of Health, Ministry of Information, Ministry of Communications and 
Ministry of Education. The MTN Ghana Foundation also donated GH¢5million towards the 
procurement of medical supplies. 
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Extra Spectrum.  The National Communication Authority (NCA) granted extra spectrum to 
MTN Ghana and Vodafone to cope with the heavy traffic generated by the use of the internet 
due to Covid-19. The grant will cover a three-month period and will come at no extra cost to 
the operators. Ursula Owusu-Ekuful, the Communication Minister, announced the incentives 
during a media briefing to update the public on measures and interventions instituted by 
Government to contain the spread of Covid-19. Customers of the two networks could browse 
education websites on Covid-19 as well as the Ghana Health Service and Ministry of 
Information websites at no cost. Owusu-Ekuful, advised customers of the telecos to refrain 
from downloading videos and making WhatsApp video calls since that would require more 
data bundles. 
 
ICT and Covid-19. On 23 March, the Executive Instrument 23 was accented to by the 
President, which paved the way for Emergency Communication Legislation. This ensures that 
health authorities track persons infected with the virus using communication devices without 
infringing on people’s privacy. It also culminated in the launch of the GH Covid-19 Tracker 
Application on 13 April. The Tracker App will enable individuals who had come into contact 
with Covid-19 patients or experiencing symptoms of the virus to call *769# or log onto the 
website: www.ghcovid19.com to report their location to health professionals for easy contact 
tracing. The Minister explained that the Tracker App had been encrypted, therefore personal 
information of people is protected. In addition, the Ministry was supporting the Ghana Health 
Service to effectively utilise the emergency numbers – 112 and 311 – as well as other hotlines 
made available to the public to report cases concerning the disease, the Minister stated. 
Furthermore, the Communication Ministry is collaborating with StarTimes to provide 
education content on the Ghana Learning Television through the 300 Digital Village Project. 
This will enable pupils and students in rural settings to access educational materials for free. 
Owusu-Ekuful said 600 projectors and 300 television sets were procured and supplied to 
communities. The Ministry also made available Smart workplace platform for government 
workers to ensure that more than 300 000 workers provided services during the partial 
lockdown.  
 
Openran To Provide Wirless Access. The Ghana Investment Fund for Electronic 
Communications (GIFEC), an agency under the country’s ministry of communications, selected 
OpenRAN provider Parallel Wireless to provide mobile telephony connectivity to underserved 
and unserved communities. There are about 1 020 communities in Ghana without mobile 
signals. Parallel Wireless says it enables a shift to open, software-based, and virtualized 
OpenRAN network architectures to deliver scalable 2G, 3G, 4G and 5G software-based 
networks. These are, the company says, cost-effective to deploy and maintain and can deliver 
coverage and capacity to end users and businesses across the country. GIFEC is set to enable 
the deployment of some 2 000 OpenRAN sites. 
 
Digital TV Switch Project Suspended. The Ministry of Communications is suspending the 
processing of switching from analog to digital terrestrial television (DTT) due to measures by 
the government in its fight against Covid-19. The project which was due to be completed by 
June was suspended due to procurement issues as a result of the partial lockdown of Greater 
Accra, Kasoa and Kumasi. The ministry earlier stated that it has 42 transmission sites 
completed and all connected to the National Electricity Grid. A Central Digital Transmission 
Company (CDTC) had been established to facilitate the interaction between broadcasters and 
the platform operator. 
 

Small Scale/Illegal Mining  
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Minerals Commission Supports SSM Industry. The Minerals Commission said it initiated 
interventions to control and minimize the use and exposure to mercury in the Small-Scale 
Mining (SSM) industry. The commission said it collaborated with the University of Mines and 
Technology (UMaT) in Tarkwa to develop the “SikaBukyia” model as an alternative method 
for extraction of. It is expected that the use of technology by SSM would go a long way to help 
the country achieve its objectives of phasing out mercury use in the SSM sub-sector.  The 
Chairman of the Minerals Commission, Samuel Kwaku Boafo said awareness creation on the 
dangers associated with the use of mercury for gold extraction was important for the 
commission. He said extensive training programmes to educate small scale miners to adopt 
improved and sustainable technologies for gold recovery, featured prominently in the annual 
programmes of the commission. He explained that the Community Mining Scheme was a 
novel mining model developed by the Minerals Commission and other stakeholders to 
address some of the underlying factors for illegal mining. 
 
Minister of Lands and Natural Resources to Handle Galamsey Issues. The Minister of Lands 
and Natural Resources, Kwaku Asomah-Cheremeh, visited the Adenta site, Greater Accra 
Region, where some of the seized excavators from anti-galamsey operations were kept. The 
Minister and his team made up of the two Deputy Ministers Benito Owusu Bio, Naana Eyiah 
and some Technical Directors from the Ministry took inventory of the seized equipment. 
Asomah Cheremeh said that Cabinet had directed the Ministry of Lands and Natural Resources 
to take charge and custody of all mining equipment and related issues, which was previously 
handled by the Inter-Ministerial Committee on Illegal Mining (IMCIM) and its chair, Kwabena 
Frimpong Boateng. In February 2020 it was alleged, based on a leaked video, that top NPP 
officials are involved in illegal mining. Horace Ekow Ewusi, the NPP former Vice Chairperson 
of the Agona West Constituency, is heard discussing with Kwabena Frimpong-Boateng, the 
Minister for Environment, Science and Technology, how they can raise money from illegal 
mining activities. The Criminal Investigations Department (CID) of the Ghana Police Service 
subsequently arrested Ewusi, over 500 missing excavators seized during Operation Vanguard. 
These excavators had been declared missing by Boateng but was found parked at Adenta. 
 
Controversy over galamsey activities in Nkroful. Kwasi Bonzoh, the District Chief Executive 
(DCE) for Ellembelle, Western Region vowed to clamp down on galamsey activities in parts of 
the District. To this end, he warned illegal miners in the area to halt their operations as the 
District Security Council would (DISEC) deal “ruthlessly” with any galamsey operatives caught 
at the site. Bonzoh was speaking when he led the District Police Command and the media to 
one of the galamsey sites at Teleku-Bokazo near Nkroful to arrest illegal miners. The illegal 
miners upon seeing the police, fled to their hideouts in the bushes. Bonzoh ordered his drivers 
to tow away seven excavators employed at the site. The leader of the youths in Nkroful, Daniel 
Johnny, said that two days after Bonzoh visited the site to stop illegal mining activities, the 
Galamseyers returned to site to continue their illegal mining. "What is happening here in 
Nkroful, we the youth we don't like it because the only water body which serves as a tourist 
attraction, we can't recognize it, they have polluted it so what we are saying is that should 
stop it and make our water body clean", he said. Bonzoh meanwhile said that he led a joint 
security taskforce to arrest the NPP Organiser of Evalue-Ajomoro Gwira, Eric Essien and his 
accomplice, Seidu Tahiru who were engaging in illegal mining. They appeared at the Nkroful 
Magistrate Court. The court adjourned the case to 27 April 2020. 
 
Earlier Constituency Executives of the NPP in Ellembelle accused Bonzoh of being involved in 
the illegal mining activities in the area. This came after some illegal miners organised a press 
conference to accused Ellembelle NPP Constituency Chairperson, Samuel Akainyah and other 
executives of collecting GH¢10 000 every two weeks from them (galamseyers) under the 
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pretence of protecting them. Akainyah and the other executives denied the allegations, 
instead pointing the finger at Bonzoh. Akainyah also led the District Police Command to arrest 
three suspected illegal miners. He said some residents in the area complained to him after the 
operation by Bonzoh and the police that some residents were using the seized excavators to 
destroy the land. Bonzoh said he met owners of the seven excavators and asked them to 
reclaim the land. 
 
The Member of Parliament (MP) for Ellembelle Constituency, Emmanuel Armah Kofi Buah, 
also expressed concern over the illegal mining activities at Nkroful. Buah visited the 
devastated land in the area following an appeal made by youths to come to their aid to stop 
the illegal mining activities. The youths told Buah that the illegal miners started their 
operations at Anwia in August 2019 and had managed to extend their activities to Nkroful. 
This Subre River is the main source of drinking water for the people of Nkroful, Teleku-Bokazo 
and Anwia and has been polluted by the illegal mining activities. Buah pledged his total 
commitment to stop the galamsey activities for good. 
 
COCOBOD Concerned Over Galamsey Activities. Ebenezer Agyen, the Deputy Ashanti 
Regional Manager of the Cocoa Health and Extension Division (CHED) said that illegal mining 
is hurting investments made by COCOBOD in cocoa production across the country. This is 
because cocoa farmers, who have received support from COCOBOD, are now cutting down 
their cocoa trees and giving out their farm land to illegal miners (galamsey). Agyen, said there 
was an urgent need to stop illegal mining activities in cocoa growing areas to prevent a further 
fall in the country’s cocoa production. He appealed to the Minerals Commission to stop issuing 
licenses to mining companies to operate on mining concessions located within cocoa growing 
areas. 
 
Meanwhile Osabarima Ofosuhene Appenteng II, the Chief of Asuom in the Eastern Region at 
a rally for cocoa farmers organised by the Kade cocoa district in Akyem - Asuom urged people 
to support farmers and spoke about the negative consequences of galamsey on farming 
activities and water bodies in the region. Farmers at the gathering also recounted how most 
fertile lands have been lost to the illegal mining operations. The activities of illegal miners are 
on-going in the Abomosu, Amonom, Akakom, Sankubease, and Nkurakan all in the Atiwa East 
and West districts of the Eastern Region. Since these communities share borders with the 
Asuom area and residents perceived that the illegal miners may move to their area and cause 
destruction to their fertile lands. 

 

Oil&Gas 
 
Government Withdraws LPG Levy. Government on 16 April withdrew the 13.5 pesewas 
Cylinder Recovery Levy imposed by the National Petroleum Authority (NPA) on liquefied 
petroleum gas (LPG). The NPA on 1 April 2020 directed LPG marketing companies and industry 
players to charge 13.5 pesewas on each kilogramme of LPG.  The move incurred the anger of 
the LPG Marketing Companies Association of Ghana and calls for the withdrawal of the levy 
since the COVID-19 pandemic adversely affected businesses.  The LPG marketing companies 
asked the NPA to find innovative ways to generate revenue instead of imposing new levies. 

 
Health  
 
Hospital Infrastructure to Be Revamped.  Ghana is set to revamp its hospital infrastructure 
beginning with the construction of a 400-bed capacity hospital at Tema to replace the existing 
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Tema General Hospital. This was revealed by the Member of Parliament for Tema Central, Kofi 
Brako, after parliament approved over US$97 million to fund the project. The project will be 
executed by Israel based E.D.C. Engineering, Development & Construction Company Ltd. The 
new Regional Hospital when completed in two years’ time it is expected to provide functional 
areas such as Cardiology, Ophthalmology, Urology, Gynaecology, Orthopaedic, Dentistry and 
Dialysis Units. Meanwhile in March 2020 Vice President, Mahamudu Bawumia, and the Ghana 
National Petroleum Corporation (GNPC) cut sod to mark the start of construction of the Tema 
Manhean Community Hospital.  The hospital project will be fully funded by the GNPC at a cost 
of US$2.5 million. The facility will have a 100-bed capacity that will serve communities such 
as Kpone Township, Kpone Kokompe, Tema East, Tema West and Tema Central areas in the 
Metropolis. 
 
Parliament also approved a US$68 million Contract Agreement between the Government and 
Poly Changda Overseas Engineering Company Limited of China for the refurbishment and 
equipping of the La General Hospital in Accra. The contract covers the engineering, 
procurement and construction of the hospital which is currently in a deplorable condition. The 
aim of the project is to provide the required infrastructure, medical equipment and ancillary 
services to ensure that the hospital is fully operational. The project is set to take 
approximately two years to complete.  
 
Meningitis Outbreak. It has emerged that there is no vaccine for the strain of bacteria that 
has caused an outbreak of meningitis in the Upper West Region. Of the 409 persons who have 
since February contracted the disease in the five northern regions, 258 are from the Upper 
West Region. As at 15 April, 40 deaths representing a 15% fatality rate, has been recorded. 
The disease is endemic in the northern part of Ghana which falls within the meningitis belt of 
Africa. The Ghana Health Service (GHS) said the current outbreak in the Upper West Region is 
caused mainly by a new strain of bacteria called Neisseria meningitidis serotype X as well as 
streptococcus pneumonia, which it said has an average 40% fatality rate. In a bid to contain 
the outbreak, the GHS, said it has provided 7 500 vials of ceftriaxone, the appropriate 
antibiotic, for management of meningitis. Also, rapid response teams have been deployed to 
the various health facilities and communities to undertake case search and support case 
management. 
 
Concern Over Use of School as Quarantine Centre. The Welfare Committee of the St 
Augustine’s College in Cape Coast petitioned the Central Regional Coordinating Council to 
reconsider using the college as an isolation and or quarantine centre for COVID 19 patients. A 
petition said the school's community saw the decision as one that posed a danger to the host 
community. The committee in the petition observed that many of those staying on the school 
campus had bungalows close to the dormitories where such patients would be kept and this 
it said made them vulnerable to the disease. It further noted that nothing had been done to 
safeguard the lives of members of the host community who could be predisposed to the virus. 
 
AngloGold Ashanti and Covid-19. AngloGold Ashanti (Ghana) Limited rolled out a series of 
interventions and campaigns in the Obuasi township, Ashanti Region, as part of measures to 
combat the spread of Covid-19. Among them are the deployment of the services of its malaria 
control subsidiary, AngloGold Ashanti Malaria Control (AGAMal) and its hospital, the AGA 
Health Foundation to support the Ashanti Regional Health Directorate, Obuasi Municipal and 
District Assemblies and the Municipal Health Directorate. AGAMal daily disinfects all 21 health 
centres in the Obuasi Municipality and District. They include; the Bryant Mission Hospital, 
Kunka Community Health Centre and the AGA Health Foundation (AGAHF). The markets are 
also disinfected twice a week, thus, the Obuasi Central market, Horsey Park and Tutuka 
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markets are part of efforts to disinfect major public places.  In addition, an educational 
campaign on Covid-19 is ongoing in Obuasi using AGAMal’s information van, distribution of 
communication materials on Covid-19 prevention, mounting billboards and poster and radio 
programmes. AGAG also produced a hand sanitiser, approved by the Food and Drugs 
Authority, for distribution to employees and the communities. 
 
In mid-April, Anglogold Ashanti’s Iduapriem Mine announced, that plans are far advanced to 
construct a modern Isolation Centre for the Tarkwa-Nsuaem Municipality, Western Region, to 
help in the fight against Covid-19.  The proposed project is expected to cost a little over GH¢3 
million. According to the company's Senior Manager for Sustainability, Stephen Adjei, 
sensitisation initiatives have already taken place to educate host communities on how to stay 
safe. He also said that the company distributed hand washing equipment, soap and alcoholic-
based hand sanitisers to the various host communities. In mid-March 2020, a worker at 
AngloGold Ashanti’s Obuasi gold mine in Ghana tested positive for the Covid-19 virus. The 
infected employee is a Ghanaian living in mine accommodation. He had recently returned 
from the United Kingdom (UK). AngloGold Ashanti noted that it is working with Ghana’s 
Ministry of Health to trace all the employee’s contacts. AngloGold Ashanti however noted that 
operations at the Obuasi mine in Ghana would continue. 
 
Newmont and Covid-19. Newmont Ghana donated US$100,000 to the Coronavirus fund. The 
donation is meant to support the two testing centres in Accra and Kumasi, as well as for 
preventive measures in and around its Ahafo and Akyem gold mines and the Ahafo North 
Project area. Newmont Ghana’s support package will be allocated as follows: US$25 000 each 
to support the Noguchi Memorial Institute for Medical Research and the Kumasi Centre for 
Collaborative Research in Tropical Medicine; US$20 000 to the Asutifi North and Birim North 
District Assemblies respectively; and US$10 000 for the Tano North Municipal Assembly. 
Francois Hardy, Regional Senior Vice President, Newmont Africa also said that the company is 
taking proactive measures to protect its workforce and nearby communities in response to 
the evolving Covid-19 situation. Aside from initiating hygiene practices, social distancing 
guidelines and other precautionary measures, the company is aligning mine operations to 
critical operations to reduce the potential for exposure to and transmission of Covid-19. These 
measures include: temporary closure of the regional office in Accra and establishing remote 
working plans for employees; temporary closure of non-operational departments at the Ahafo 
and Akyem mine sites; cancelling all travel by non-critical site visitors, suppliers and vendors; 
evacuation of non-critical expatriate staff; enhanced temperature and questionnaire 
screening at all entry points to the Ahafo and Akyem mine sites; and mandatory self-
quarantine for workers who arrive from abroad. 
 
Asanko Production and Covid-19. Asanko Gold Mine (AGM) announced that it generated 
US$104.6 million from gold sales of 67 820 ounces at an average realised price of US$1 542 
per ounce during the first quarter of 2020. The processing plant milled 1.40Mt at a gold grade 
of 1.6 g/t during the quarter with metallurgical recovery averaging 94%. With gold production 
of 66 333 ounces in Q1, the AGM is on track to deliver its annual guidance of 225 000 to 245 
000 ounces for 2020.  CEO Greg McCunn said the mine had its best quarter since commercial 
production began four years ago. He added that the operational team implemented strict 
health and safety protocols and supply chain management processes required for Covid-19. 
The Company’s offices in Vancouver, Johannesburg and Accra all remain closed with 
employees working from home and observing local regulations.  
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Corruption/Fraud/Embezzlement/Mismanagement 
 
EIU On Corruption. The April 2020 Economic Intelligence Unit (EIU) report, published on 22 
April 2020,  on the outlook for Ghana’s political stability from 2020 to 2024 identified 
“corruption” and “cronyism” as “endemic” in Ghana's political system, a situation, which it 
said, led to the appointment of 123 ministers and deputy ministers by President Nana Akufo-
Addo. The report also states that corruption and cronyism in the public sector remain 
endemic. It added that public appointments are often made on the basis of party affiliation. 
 
Alleged Corrupt Power Purchase Agreement. The Ghana Integrity Initiative (GII) wants the 
government to investigate the former MD of the Tema Oil Refinery, Asante Berko, for his 
alleged involvement in an alleged US$2.5 million bribery scandal. Berko submitted his 
resignation to President Akufo-Addo on 15 April 2020. The United States (US) Securities and 
Exchange Commission (SEC) accused Berko of having arranged a US$2.5 million bribe for some 
Ghanaian government officials and Members of Parliament (MPs) to assist a Turkish firm, Aksa 
Energy, to secure a power purchase agreement deal in Ghana. The SEC said that at least 
US$2.5million was paid out of the up to US$4.5million earmarked for “orchestrating a bribery 
scheme.”  Berko allegedly made the payments in 2015 and 2016 when he was then executive 
director for US bank Goldman Sachs’ London office. Berko himself purportedly received US$2 
million for his role in the bribery scheme. Aksa denied involvement in any legal proceedings 
relating to the case and said it was "ready to cooperate with the relevant US authorities and 
share all documents and information." Berko also denied wrongdoing. After Goldman Sachs 
discovered Berko’s part in the scheme, it terminated its involvement with the power plant, 
followed by Berko’s resignation months later. Goldman Sachs owned a 16.6% share in Aksa 
from 2012 until 2018, when it was bought back by Aksa’s parent company, Kazancı Holding, 
for US$300 million. 
 
NPP Allegedly Involved in COCOBOD Corruption. Anti-graft campaigner, Kwame A Plus 
alleged that some officials of the Akufo-Addo administration, as well as NPP executives were 
involved in the Ghana Cocoa Board (COCOBOD) corruption scandal. The ex-Chief Executive of 
COCOBOD, Stephen Opuni and the CEO of Agricult, Seidu Agongo are facing 27 charges, 
including fraud, wilfully causing financial loss to the state, money laundering, corruption by a 
public officer and acting in contravention of the Public Procurement Act. Opuni is on trial for 
his alleged role in awarding fraudulent fertiliser supply contracts totalling GH¢217 million 
between 2014 and 2016, including to Agricult Ghana, while he knew the company could not 
deliver despite being paid by COCOBOD. Kwame alleged that government and NPP officials 
extorted a total of US$22 million from Agongo with the promise to protect Heritage Bank, of 
which he owned the majority shares, from collapse. Kwame further alleged that some NPP 
stalwarts, while in opposition, used the name of the party’s presidential candidate at the time, 
Nana Akufo-Addo, to seek sponsorship to the tune of GH¢7 million from Agongo. The Bank of 
Ghana (BoG) revoked Heritage Bank’s licence on 4 January 2019. 
 
Corruption in Business Registration. The CEO of the Private Enterprises Federation (PEF), 
Nana Osei-Bonsu, bemoaned the extent of corrupt practices in state-owned institutions that 
administer licenses for business to operate. Osei-Bonsu alleged that civil servants earn 
GH¢500 million to GH¢5 billion in bribes for every 500 businesses they register. Osei-Bonsu 
further alleged that most businessmen pay the bribes and pass on the cost to their customers. 
he said that unnecessary red tape sees businessmen resort to the p services of “goro boys 
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(middlemen)” to secure either fake or original licenses and do not pay taxes because they 
cannot be tracked. 
 
Accusations about official involvement in Galamsey Activities. Former Municipal Chief 
Executive (MCE) for Suhum, Margaret Ansei Magoo, criticised Special Prosecutor, Martin 
Amidu, for failing to investigate appointees of the Akufo-Addo administration and some 
executives of the NPP over their alleged involvement in illegal mining. Amidu, declined a 
petition by the Alliance for Social Equity and Public Accountability (ASEPA) to investigate the 
alleged corruption hindering the fight against galamsey. This comes after ASEPA indicated that 
an audiotape circulating on social media purported to be a conversation between 
Environment Minister, Frimpong Boateng and the Central Regional Vice Chairperson of the 
NPP, Ekow Ewusi, was enough evidence of corrupt acts hindering the fight against galamsey. 
Horace Ekow Ewusi, the NPP former Vice Chairperson of the Agona West Constituency, is 
heard discussing with Kwabena Frimpong-Boateng, the Minister for Environment, Science and 
Technology, how they can raise money from illegal mining activities. In his response, Amidu 
directed ASEPA to the criminal Investigative Department to handle the issue. 
 
Member of Parliament (MP) for the Manhyia North Constituency, Collins Owusu Amankwaa 
alleged that the NDC while in power under John Dramani Mahama stole in excess of 950 
excavators from ‘galamseyers’ and shared them among them to engage in illegal mining 
activities. He said the looting was spearheaded by the former National Security Coordinator, 
Lt. Col. Larry Gbevlo Lartey and assisted by the former Deputy Ashanti Regional Minister, 
Joseph Yammin under the guise of a clampdown on illegal mining by the Anti Galamsey 
Taskforce that was set up at the time. Not much was achieved in the clampdown that saw the 
burning of some excavators and other mining equipment belonging to persons who were 
suspected of engaging in ‘galamsey’, including Bernard Antwi Boasiako, the Ashanti Regional 
Chairperson of the NPP; a couple of foreign nationals were also arrested and deported. 
 

Reputational 
 
Attacks on Journalists. Ghana’s military should investigate the recent attacks on the press by 
soldiers and hold those responsible to account, the Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ) 
said on 16 April 2020. 
 
On 5 April 2020, in the Aboaba Akurem community in south-central Kumasi city, a group of 
soldiers attacked and briefly detained Yussif Abdul Ganiyu, a reporter with the German 
government-funded Deutsche Welle news agency and the local privately owned Zuria FM 
radio station. Separately, on 10 April 2020, soldiers enforcing pandemic restrictions assaulted 
Samuel Adobah, a journalist with the privately owned TV Africa broadcaster, while he was 
reporting on a fire in the Ablekuma district of the Greater Accra region. 
 
“The attacks on Samuel Adobah and Yussif Ganiyu are unfortunately just the most recent 
examples of security officials in Ghana attacking journalists for their work. It’s a pattern that 
must be reversed. It is outrageous that soldiers from Ghana’s military are spending time and 
energy attacking the journalists working to keep the public informed about the Covid-19 
pandemic instead of focusing on keeping the public safe and supporting the response to the 
public health crisis,” Angela Quintal, CPJ Africa’s program coordinator, said.  
 
Ganiyu said he was reporting on cleaning efforts to combat Covid-19 when nearby soldiers 
enforcing lockdown measures called him over and the group’s leader, a female military 
official, 2nd Lt. Betrot Ampoma, slapped him and asked him why he had criticised the military. 
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Ganiyu said the soldiers then told him to get in their car, but a bystander intervened and he 
was permitted to continue his reporting. Ganiyu had recently reported on alleged misconduct 
by security officials, and on 31 March received a call from Ampoma, warning him to stop 
publishing critical stories, he said. After the assault, Ganiyu informed the central Kumasi police 
station about the incident and had returned to his office when five soldiers arrived and took 
him to the Criminal Investigation Department of the Ashanti police, he said. At the station, 
the soldiers questioned him for three hours, forced him to delete the recording of the March 
31 call from the military officer from his phone, and again threatened him with violence if he 
continued his critical reporting, before releasing him without charge, Ganiyu said. 
 
In a letter to Ghana’s Information Minister, Kojo Oppong Nkrumah, the Head of Deutsche 
Welle’s Corporate Communications, Christoph Jumpelt, stated Ganiyu was attacked by the 
soldier in the line of his lawful duty. Deutsche Welle appealed to the Information Minister to 
investigate the incident and bring the soldier in question to book. 
 
Adobah told CPJ that one soldier slapped him to the ground while another smashed his phone. 
He said that the soldier who attacked him accused the journalist of being part of the media 
that reported on “everything they came across.” Bystanders pulled them apart and explained 
to the soldier that Adobah was just doing his job, the journalist said.  Adobah said he reported 
the attack to police in Anyaa, a nearby community also in Ablekuma district, and that on 14 
April he was interviewed as part of a military investigation into the attack. 
 
Meanwhile on 17 April 2020, a camera belonging to a Ghanaian Times journalist, Kingsley E. 
Hope, was confiscated after an encounter with two soldiers in Kumasi. The two soldiers from 
the Fourth Infantry Battalion (4BN) accused Hope of taking pictures of them around the 
Prempeh II High Street. On 18 April 2020, the Northern Regional correspondent for TV Africa, 
Mohammed Kamil was attacked by armed personnel of the Ghana Police Service in Tamale, 
when he was covering a clash between some residents of the Tamale suburb of Changli and 
police officers. 

 
Ghana Bans LGBTI Conference. The government banned a conference on lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, transgender and intersex (LGBTI) rights but the organisers insist that they postponed 
it because of the coronavirus. The organisation Pan Africa Ilga was set to host its 5th regional 
conference in Accra from 27 to 31 July 2020, under the theme of “Looking back to our roots, 
reclaiming our rights.” The conference was said to be the first of its kind in the country, where 
consensual male homosexuality, described as “unnatural carnal knowledge,” is illegal.  The 
Minister of Gender, Children and Social Protection, Cynthia Mamle Morrison, banned the 
event from going ahead. “It is a no; government won’t allow it to happen in Ghana. I am a 
Christian likewise the president. The president has said no to the gay conference,” she said.  
A spokesman for the ministry said that the government won’t allow such a conference and it 
was not because of the coronavirus. The decision followed an outcry from anti-LGBTIQ groups 
in Ghana that have called for the gathering to be scrapped. 
 

Bureaucracy 
 
Corporate Insolvency Bill Passed. Parliament passed the Corporate Insolvency Bill, 2019 to 
provide a framework for the regulation of insolvency practitioners and also facilitate access 
to timely, efficient and impartial insolvency proceedings either directly or through the 
creditor’s committees. The Act will promote efficient closure and transfer of assets of 
businesses which are no longer viable, and a proper winding up of businesses where the 
members, for other reasons, decide to cease operation. The Act is also expected to reduce 
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the burden of insolvency through potentially higher and equitable distribution of assets of 
failed companies to creditors, as well as permit insolvency practitioners to accept 
appointment as liquidators of insolvent companies.  

 

Labour Militancy 
 
Unhappy Hospital Staff. Striking Staff of Providence Medical Centre a private health facility at 
Suhum in the Eastern Region called off their strike action on 20 April 2020, less than 24 hours 
after the commencement of the action over their eleven months unpaid salaries. The decision 
to call off the strike was taken after a meeting with management where they received 
assurances that their salaries would be paid. Private Health Providers in Ghana are in trouble 
because of they have not been paid by the National Health Insurance Scheme (NHIS) for the 
past two years.  Staff at the Tema General Hospital (TGH) are threatening to abandon post as 
management conceals information on colleagues who tested positive for Covid-19. The Tema 
General Hospital is one of the designated national treatment centres for the Covid-19. 
According to the aggrieved workers, management of the hospital was endangering their lives 
because they were concealing information. 

 

Environmental Activism/Legislation 
 
CFI Progressing Well. The Italian manufacturer of branded chocolate and confectionery 
products Ferrero reported significant progress in its plan to protect and restore forests in the 
Ivory Coast and Ghana cocoa sector. Ferrero said this is part of the Cocoa & Forest Initiative 
(CFI), a partnership between the two countries’ governments and the cocoa and chocolate 
industry to contribute towards ending deforestation in the cocoa sector. “We can say with 
confidence that we are on track and even ahead of schedule to reach our CFI targets for 2022. 
For over 30% of our CFI indicators we are already close to reaching or have even exceeded 
our defined goals for 2022,” the company said in statement. According to the company, in the 
first year Ferrero mapped over 140 000 cocoa farms in total in both countries. This has 
enabled them to progress with their approach of sourcing certified, mapped and traceable 
cocoa. They have developed more than 15 000 hectares of cocoa agroforestry and distributed 
about 500 000 multipurpose trees to farmers to plant on their farms. In addition, they have 
trained more than 90 000 farmers and organisations in good agricultural practices and over 
32 000 farmers in the Climate Smart Cocoa programme. 
 
Fairtrade Africa Project. Fairtrade Africa partnered with a multi-stakeholder alliance of 
organisations to roll-out a project called “Alliances for Sankofa.” The project seeks to reduce 
deforestation and carbon foot prints in some cocoa growing areas, through an approach that 
also contributes to improving farmers’ livelihoods – recognising that to be truly sustainable, 
environmental action must go hand in hand with social and economic development. Sankofa 
is a Ghanaian Akan word which translates as “going back to our roots to get what we lost along 
the way.” The Alliances for Sankofa project are funded by Coop, Swiss State Secretariat for 
Economic Affairs (SECO), Swiss platform for sustainable Cocoa (SWISSCO) and Danish 
International Development Agency (DANIDA). The project is implemented by International 
Trade Centre’s (ITC) Alliance for Action Programme, Kuapa Kooko Cooperative Cocoa Farmers 
and Marketing Union Limited (KKFU), Fairtrade Africa, Chocolats Halba, Max Havalaar 
Foundation Switzerland, World Wild Life Foundation (WWF) Switzerland, ECOTOP Suisse 
GmbH, South Pole, Nature & Development Foundation (NDF), and Yam Development Council. 
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Alliances for Sankofa project draws on some traditional forms of farming and practices that 
help maintain biodiversity, enhance food security and protect natural resources: like 
intercropping, for example, which is an age-old farming practice that was gradually 
abandoned over the years in favour of more modern but less sustainable techniques. The 
project layers these revived practices with a new climate-smart approach which promotes the 
protection of biodiversity through planting a variety of tree and food crops to improve soil 
health and inset Carbon dioxide emissions. The project aims to establish dynamic agroforestry 
and climate-smart cropping systems plots covering over 400 hectares with a high diversity of 
crops and timber trees, directly impacting 2 900 farmers directly and 13 400 household 
members. 
 
Calls to Protect Wildlife. Benito Owusu-Bio, the Deputy Minister for Lands and Natural 
Resources, called for concerted efforts to protect the ecology of the country’s landscapes and 
restore lost biodiversity. He said the country’s wildlife resources were no longer able to 
provide those essential services and called for conscious efforts to reverse the current trend 
in order not to deprive future generations of benefits of vital natural resources endowment. 
He cited illegal chainsaw operations, illegal mining activities, poaching, bushfires, pollution of 
water bodies and over exploitation of natural resources as contributing to the current ill-state 
of wildlife resources.  
 
Kwadwo Owusu Afriyie, Chief Executive of the Forestry Commission, urged local communities 
and traditional authorities to embrace government's initiative of protecting wildlife reserves, 
the creation of Community Resource Management Areas (CREMAs) and Community Wildlife 
Management Areas (CWMAs), which is a system by which the government through the 
Wildlife Division is supporting local communities to own and manage the wildlife resources 
within their local jurisdiction. He said the Forestry Commission will provide technical 
assistance to communities for the creation and management of the CREMAs and sacred 
groves. Bernard Asamoah-Boateng, the Acting Executive Director of the Wildlife Division of 
the Forestry Commission, said the existing wildlife law appeared to be ineffective in dealing 
with the protection of wildlife resources.  However, he said, the Division was dealing with the 
challenges head on by pursuing ecotourism ventures in the various protected areas to 
improve the economic contribution of Ghana’s wildlife to the nation’s economy and 
developing livelihood opportunities around wildlife for the benefit of local communities 
fringing wildlife protected areas. Currently, the Wildlife Division manages two Zoos, five 
Ramsar Sites and 16 Protected Areas. 
 
Mercury Levels in Rivers Alarming. A mining expert, Christina Odoumah, called for the 
rehabilitation of the soil at Dunkwa-on-Offin because of the alarming levels of mercury 
pollution. The Offin River is a tributary of the main Pra River in the Central Region. Just like 
the Pra River, the Offin River is seeing galamsey activities with many using unconventional 
methods. These miners use mercury oblivious of the danger it poses to them and the larger 
population. Odoumah, who has conducted research on mercury deposits in communities 
along the Offin and Pra rivers, describes the situation as alarming. “We have more than 1000 
milligrams per kilograms of mercury in the mining waste which is being exposed to the 
environment,” she said. 
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Security 

 
 
 
 

 

 
March - April 2020 Headlines 

 
• 9 Mar - Ashanti Regional Police Command arrested 12 Fulani suspected of robberies, 

kidnapping around Ejura, Mampong and Akomadan areas in Ashanti Region  

• 9 Mar - Yakubu Musah Barry, General Secretary of Fulani Association: More than 30 
Fulanis were reportedly killed in 2019, more than 600 cattle of Fulanis also killed, 80 
Fulani homes were set ablaze  

• 12 Mar - Sixteen suspected criminals have been arrested by the police in two separate 
operations at Baatsona in Accra 

• 17 Mar - At least 71 730 criminal cases were recorded by Accra Regional Police 
Command in 2019 against 73 975 previous year, a decrease of 2 445 in reported cases.  

• 21 Mar - Angry youths of Akyem Kwabeng, Atiwa West District, Eastern region, 
stormed Kwabeng Police station to demand release of suspected armed robber 
alleged to be part of gang that killed a security guard.  

• 23 Mar - Delta Agro Limited, a manufacturer of antiseptic liquids and soaps, presented 
items worth thousands of Cedis to the East Naval Command 

• 2 Apr – Armed residents of Apantem, a farming community near Aburi in Akuapem 
South Municipality of the Eastern Region, threatened to attack four people who 
escaped lockdown in Accra. The Municipal Chief Executive (MCE) gave the four 
persons money for transport back to Accra 

• 2 Apr - The Akyem Anyinasin to Akyem Old Tafo road in Abuakwa North Municipality, 
Eastern Region, has seen increase in armed robbers; commuters avoid using the road 

• 2 Apr - NDC youths chased away contractor scheduled to commence work on Gwira 
Ayinanse road in Western Region. The Evalue Ajomoro Gwira (EAG) NDC alleged that 
personnel from the foreign contractor might spread Covid-19 in the area. 

• 18 Apr - Paramount Queen Mother of Ejisu in Ashanti Region called on security 
officials enforcing partial lockdown in her domain to beat up residents who defy the 
presidential directive 

• 25 Apr - Food and Drugs Authority (FDA) and Achimota Divisional Police Command 
apprehended two Chinese nationals in Kisseman, Accra, for producing unregistered 
Personal Protective Equipment (PPE).  
 

 
  

Risk Factor Level Trend 

Security Moderate Stable 

Event  Date 
Securing Gulf of Guinea   Ongoing 

Table 3: Key Dates - Security 
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General 
 
Security Summary (March/April 2020) 

 
• 18 April- Police officers in Tamale (Tamale, Northern) clashed with community 

members during attempt to arrest a suspect. A journalist, a police officer and 
residents were injured. Property was damaged. 

• 17 April- Military officer at a coronavirus checkpoint in Doboro (Nsawam Adoagyiri, 
Eastern) shot and injured driver who refused to stop his motorcycle. 

• 14 April- Youth mob lynched suspected robber in Ashaiman/Accra (Accra, Greater 
Accra). 

• 11 April- Residents of Cape Coast (Cape Coast, Central) demonstrated against plans to 
transform schools in the area into isolation centres for coronavirus patients. 

• 10 April- Equipment of a mining company burnt by youths in Kwahu Praso (Kwahu 
West, Eastern) to demonstrate against their activities in the community. Police forces 
were deployed to calm the situation. 

• 9 April- Youths from Kwahu Praso (Kwahu West, Eastern) attacked a mining company 
in the area, mounted road blocks and fired gunshots to demonstrate against the 
mining activities in the community. Police forces extricated the Chinese company 
staff. 

• 9 April- Dozens of residents blocked a road in Efutu (Effutu, Central) to demonstrate 
over the plans to turn the local school into a coronavirus isolation centre.  

• 6 April- Police team enforcing the coronavirus lockdown in Kumasi (Kumasi, Ashanti) 
pummel a resident with their guns. The victim died at the hospital. 

• 5 April- Ghanaian journalist of Deutsche Welle beaten and assaulted by a soldier of 
the Ghana Armed Forces while recording an interview in the outskirts of Kumasi 
(Kumasi, Ashanti). The soldier was a member of a patrol team responsible for the 
enforcement of coronavirus restrictions. 

• 3 April- Community members of Apantem (Akuapim South, Eastern) attempted to 
lynch 4 men who arrived from Accra over fears that they carry Covid-19. The victims 
were saved after intervention from the District Chief Executive and his team. 

• 2 April- Youths burned suspected murderer in Abuom (Asunafo South, Ahafo) to 
death. 

• 2 April- Scores of residents of Baatsona neighbourhood in Tema (Tema, Greater Accra) 
demonstrated over a planned isolation centre for coronavirus patients in the 
community. 

• 30 March- Two factions of youths in Yong suburb of Tamale (Tamale, Northern) 
engaged in a second day of gun battles over the construction of a new chief palace. 
The clashes are linked to an ongoing chieftaincy dispute in the area. Police intervened 
and arrested 26 people. 

• 29 March- Unidentified gunmen killed the sub-chief of Saka in Bawku West (Upper 
East) and injured his son. 

• 21 March- Police intervened when youths attempted to lynch a suspected robber in 
Akyem Kwabeng (Atiwa, Eastern). The youth subsequently attempted to storm the 
police station where he was detained. 

• 20 March- Journalist attacked by two youths in Damongo (West Gonja, Savannah) and 
urged to stop reporting on cattle theft in the area. 

• 15 March- Ghanian government banned all public gatherings in response to the 
coronavirus outbreak. 
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• 15 March- Supporters of disqualified NPP parliamentary candidate demonstrated at 

the constituency party office in Saboba (Saboba Chereponi, Northern) against his 
disqualification. 

 

Maritime  
 
The Sea Guardian website reported as follows: “On 10 April 2020 a multipurpose ship has 
been approached at 0717Z in position 03°56’N 001°45’W by a 15m long skiff with red and 
white hull and-6-7 persons onboard. Skiff approached to within 50m. No ladder or weapons 
were sighted. After 30 minutes, skiff broke off pursuit. Crew and ship were reported safe. 
Mariners are advised to exercise extreme caution in this area.” 
 

Public Order  
 
Allegations of Brutality by Security Forces. Pressure group New Age Pan Africans (NAPA) 
expressed disappointment at the manner in which people are being brutalised by security 
personnel in an attempt to enforce the Covid-19 lockdown. NAPA condemned the brutalities 
in Kasoa, Accra and Kumasi and called on Government to as a matter of urgency investigate 
these incidents and bring the perpetrators to book. In one of the incidents, on 18 April, 
approximately 200 soldiers and police officers went on the rampage in Changli a suburb of the 
Tamale Metropolis, Northern Region, unleashing violence on scores of residents in retaliation 
for an assault on one of their colleagues.  Police arrested 134 people allegedly responsible for 
the assault on the policewoman. Although the operation, led by five senior officers, was 
sanctioned by the Northern Regional Police Command, the Crime Officer, Kwabena Otuo 
Acheampong maintained “no one was told to go and assault children and women.” 
 
Attacks on Security Forces.  
 

• The main suspect in the assault on three police officers stationed at the Tamale 
District Police Criminal and Investigative Department, Sahadatu Mohammed Iddrisu, 
was granted bail. Sahadatu, a resident of Changli, a suburb of Tamale, Northern 
Region, was charged with two counts of assault on a public officer and resisting arrest. 
Sahadatu, according to the Police, instigated the assault on the three police officers 
who had visited her home in Changli on 16 April to arrest her over a theft case 
reported to the Tamale District Police Criminal and Investigations Department. She 
called her sons who started assaulting the officers including a female officer Corporal 
Rita Aboagye. Some residents joined in assaulting the officers. Aboagye was beaten 
to a pulp and left in a gutter while her colleagues fled to report the incident. 

• Two police officers sustained injuries after they were attacked by residents of Likpe 
Nkwanta near Hohoe in the Oti Region while on Covid-19 duties in mid -April 2020. 
One sustained a machete wound while the other shot himself in the foot in the chaos. 
According to police sources, the police Hohoe Divisional Command received a distress 
call from Likpe Bala station indicating that Chief inspector Atigah the station officer of 
Likpe Bala police station and his men, who went to Likpe Nkwanta to disperse a social 
gathering came under attack from residents. However, residents also attacked the 
police reinforcement team from Hohoe. 

• A community police assistant officer was shot and killed by suspected robbers on 12 
April at Oyoko, in the Bosomtwe District of Ashanti. The deceased identified, as Evans 
Boateng, was stationed at the Kumasi Central Police Station. 
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• A naval officer stationed at a Naval Base at Sekondi in the Western Region sustained 

gunshot wounds on 21 April during an armed robbery. The attackers ambushed him 
at Markro Junction in Kumasi, Ashanti Region. 

• A 22-year-old man Osman Amadu was arrested for spraying a substance in the eyes 
of a policewoman at Abossey Okai Zongo junction during the enforcement of the 
lockdown in the Greater Accra Region. On 10 April 2020, the police officer was on 
Covid-19 duty and stopped a taxi cab with the suspect on board. He was questioned 
about his movement but he became furious and sprayed a liquid substance into the 
eyes of the policewoman. 

• On 1 April, two men beat up a policeman at Bekwai, in the Ashanti Region. The 
policeman was directing traffic at Bekwai when he saw the two suspects blocking 
traffic with a motorbike. He ordered them to leave but they beat him up.  

 
Sogakope Assemblyman Murdered. Rioting youths in Sogakope in the South Tongu District of 
the Volta Region, who accused the police of laxity, on 1 and 2 March 2020 blocked the main 
Accra-Aflao road, burnt car tyres and attacked the District Police Station over the murder of 
the NDC Assemblyman of Sogakope South Electoral Area, Marcus Mawutor Adzahli. Adzahli, 
was shot dead at his home on 1 March by eight unknown assailants, in what some believe to 
be a contract killing, while his wife sustaining knife wounds.  Several calls by the victim to the 
police went unanswered as the robbers spent about 45 minutes trying to break into his house. 
The military was called in to clear the road and help the police contain the situation. Archibald 
Yao Letsa, Volta Regional Minister announced a GH¢10 000 reward from the South Tongu 
District Assembly for information on the killers. Former President Jerry John Rawlings offered 
a Gh¢25 000 reward. The South Tongu District Chief Executive (DCE), Emmanuel Louis Agama, 
also offered a Gh¢10 000 reward. Five people were arrested in connection with the murder.  
 
NDC Members Attack Each Other In Central Region. On 24 April 2020, attempts by some 
members of the NDC in Effutu constituency in the Central Region to hold a press conference 
to demand that their parliamentary candidate, James Kofi Annan steps down resulted in 
chaos. NDC members reportedly turned in Winneba in the Effutu Constituency into a battle 
field as those opposed to Annan and those who nominated him as the constituencies 
candidate in parliamentary elections attacked each other with machetes and knives. NDC 
officials who opposed Annan’s nomination were suspended from the party. The 
Communications Officer of the NDC in the Effutu Constituency, Nenyi Akrama, who is one of 
the suspended officers, claimed the attack was orchestrated by one Paa Nii Lamptey, a former 
NDC chairperson in the constituency, with tacit support from Annan. Akrama said some of the 
victims were rushed to the Winneba Trauma Hospital. 
 
Attack Over Rice Distribution. On 1 April 2020, two people were injured during the 
distribution of rice by the MP for Awutu Senya East, Mavis Hawa Koomson, at Kasoa Gada in 
the Awutu Senya East Municipality of the Central Region. Koomson who is also the Minister 
for Special Initiatives, sent a team to distribute rice and cooking oil to needy people who have 
been affected by the lockdown. Upon arrival of the team, NDC members attacked them saying 
that the area is an opposition party stronghold so they should stop the distribution process. 
In the ensuing melee, one person reportedly fired a warning shot which accidentally hit two 
people, injuring them. Police officers from the Kasoa Police Command who arrived at the 
scene to maintain law and order retrieved the gun.  
 
Attacks on Hospital Staff. Management at the Methodist Faith Healing hospital at Ankaase in 
the Afigya-Kwabre South District, Ashanti Region, threatened to suspend operations over 
continued attacks on its staff by armed robbers. In a statement jointly signed by Joseph Atta 
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Amankwah, General Manager and Seth Sie, Medical Director they said that the total darkness 
and the deplorable state of the five-kilometre road linking the hospital to the main Kumasi-
Asante Mampong highway, had been the main points of incessant attacks on health workers 
and members in the surrounding communities. The statement came after the death on 10 
April of Biomedical Scientist, Stephen Asante Nyamekye, who was shot by armed robbers on 
the road on 28 March 2020. He died after several attempts by surgeons to save his life failed. 
In March, two other armed robbery cases were recorded on the same road, which involved 
some staff and traders from the neighbourhood; in February, a nurse was shot and wounded 
and in January a doctor’s car was hit by a bullet on the Heman-Ejuratia road. According to the 
statement, several efforts to draw the attention of authorities to the situation proved futile. 
 
Curfew in Upper East Region. The Kasena-Nankana Municipal Security Committee (MUSEC) 
in conjunction with the Kasena-Nankana West District Security Committee (DISEC) in Upper 
East Region decided to impose a curfew in Doba and Kandiga as from 24 April 2020. They 
placed a ban on the movement of people in the Doba and Kandiga traditional areas from 6:00 
pm to 8:00 am. The restriction has become necessary following some reprisal attacks in the 
communities on 21 April over a piece of land. Although the Municipal Assembly in 
collaboration with law enforcement agencies were able to bring the situation under control, 
tensions remained.  
 
Chinese National Killed. One Chinese national died, while two others sustained injuries when 
they were attacked by youths in the Bosome Freho District of the Ashanti Region, on 16 April 
2020. The attack was in response to an accident at a mining site that claimed the life of a 14-
year-old boy who had gone in search of gold dust. The youths claimed the site was mined 
illegally by the Chinese. The Chinese were attacked at their homes.  
 
Attack on Chinese Mining Company. On 9 and 10 April 2020, youths in Kwahu Praso in the 
Kwahu West District of the Eastern Region set ablaze equipment belonging to a Chinese 
mining company and fought running battles with police. Residents in Kwahu Praso and Asante 
Akyem Praso have been agitating against the exploration of gold in the communities by the 
company accusing it of being an illegal mining firm owned by a Chinese. According to the 
Assembly member for Atuobikrom Electoral Area, Anim Boateng, a stakeholder forum 
organised by the company weeks ago ended inconclusively as residents unanimously rejected 
mining in the area. However, the company started moving mining equipment to the 
community to commence excavating large acres of farmlands. On 9 April 2020, the youths 
attacked the company. Armed police with the support of six Assembly members in the area 
helped to evacuated workers amid road blocks set up by the youths who fired at police and 
the mine workers. On 10 April 2020, the youths returned to set fire to the mining equipment. 
According to the Public Relations Officer of the Eastern Regional Police Commander, Ebenezer 
Tetteh, police were deployed to the community to patrol the area. 
 
Chieftaincy Fight. One person was severely injured and at least two houses burnt down after 
a gunfight erupted between two rival chieftaincy factions at Yong near Tamale in the Northern 
Region. The two factions have been fighting over the Yong skin after one side rejected a 
successor chief selected by the Dakpemah of Tamale, Naa Fuseini Bawa, whom they accused 
of taking bribe. The fighting started after one faction tried to stop the construction of a new 
chief palace in the small village. After an initial gun battle which went on uninterrupted for 
almost an hour, the police were called in but they were unable to restore calm and left. 
Fighting continued overnight on 30 March and eventually fizzled out. 
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Crime 
 
Cybersecurity. Ghana is ranked 9th out of 11 countries in Sub-Sahara Africa that are 
vulnerable to cybersecurity, according to the World Bank. South Africa is ranked as the 
country in Sub Saharan Africa with the highest cybersecurity vulnerability.  
 
The Director of the Cyber Crime Unit of the Criminal Investigation Department (CID), Assistant 
Commissioner of Police (ACP), Gustav Herbert Yankson, said Ghana lost at least US$9.8 million 
to cybercrime, forgery and theft in 2019, against US$105 million the previous year. He said 
that cybercrime topped the 192 reported cases reported to the unit in 2019, representing 
47%. He said the unit was making progress due to education on cyber security, adding that 
the Ghana Police Service trained more than 1 700 investigators to be able to investigate and 
handle electronic devices effectively. Furthermore, the Head, Technical Operations, e-Crime 
Bureau, Philemon Hini said, that during the COVID-19 crisis most people are likely to subscribe 
to online banking as a result of the pandemic, heightening the risk of cyberattacks. Hini noted 
that already this year, some companies and financial institutions in Ghana have suffered from 
cyberattacks. 
 
Meanwhile seven Nigerian nationals were arrested at Avoeme in the Ketu South Municipality 
of the Volta region by the Aflao Sector Command of the Ghana Immigration Service for 
allegedly engaging in cyberfraud. The seven were occupants of a 3-bedroom apartment, fully 
fitted with state-of-the-art facilities. The gang operated under the leadership of Fidelis 
Aziegbemhin who told immigration officials that he was brought into the country with 14 
others by another Nigerian to assist him with his “419 business.” 
 
Drug Seizures. A public cemetery was targeted during a police operation on 11 April 2020, to 
clampdown on drug peddlers at Asante-Mampong in the Ashanti Region. One of Asante-
Mampong’s most wanted drug lords, Stephen Yeboah, was arrested during the operation. 
Police also seized 383 wraps of whitish substances suspected to be cocaine, small quantities 
of dried leaves suspected to be Indian hemp and 10 tablets of 100mg of tramadol. Meanwhile 
an operation by the Drug Law Enforcement Unit of the Police in Sunyani, Bono Region, led to 
the arrest of four suspected drug barons at their hideouts. Police also seized an undisclosed 
quantity of cannabis.  
 
Robbers Killed. The North East Regional Police Command shot and killed a robber and 
wounded two others in a gun battle at Gbintiri.  On 18 April 2020 the suspects attacked traders 
who were returning from Gbandabila market and stole their belongings. North East Regional 
Police Commander, Charles Domanban, said that they received a tip-off that the suspects 
were at their hideout preparing for another robbery on the Gushegu Gbintiri road, and 
therefore proceeded to their hideout. He said the suspects upon seeing the police opened fire 
and police retaliated. Two armed robbers were shot dead at Tema community 1 TDC junction, 
Greater Accra Region by a policeman who engaged the robbers in a shootout on 23 April. The 
incident occurred after the robbers immobilise the car of the victim, a Lebanese man who had 
been to the bank to withdraw money. 
 

Security Services 

 
Soldiers Arrested by Police. The Central Regional Police Command arrested four soldiers and 
their five civilian accomplices for allegedly robbing quarry sites in Gomoa Ojobi in the Central 
Region. According to Deputy Superintendent of Police (DSP) Irene Serwaah Oppong, the men 
armed with guns attacked and robbed Executive Quarry limited at Gomoa Ojobi. She said the 
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suspects stole cash of Gh¢10 000, one laptop computer, a money counting machine, one 
receipt printer, two security cameras and decoders, all valued at GH¢20 000. The suspects 
also robbed three other quarries in the area.  The Customer Relations Officer for one of the 
companies, HaoXin Stone Quarry at Awutu Ofaakor, Frederick Denyo, said the company lost 
GH¢55 000 to the robbers. The four soldiers were handed over to the military. 
 
Protocols to Be Reviewed at Sogakope Police Station. Operational and administrative 
protocols are to be reviewed at the Sogakope Police Station where a police service rifle 
disappeared. Two police officers were arrested in connection with the missing rifle, which the 
police say, has no connection to the murder of the assembly member for Sogakope South 
electoral area, Marcus Mawutor Adzahli. “The weapon in question disappeared on March 7, 
2020 whereas the unfortunate killing of the assemblyman happened on March 1, 2020. This 
is only an unfortunate coincidence and the command is resolved to get to the bottom of it,” 
a statement from the Regional Police Command said. 
 
Police Struggling to Pay Officers. The Police Administration took the decision to convert the 
cash allowances for officers participating in the two weeks partial lockdown COVID-19 
operation to providing three meals a day. The Police Administration initially budgeted GH¢100 
per day for 2 800 officers. However, it was soon realised that it was not enough offers to patrol 
Accra, Tema and Kasoa and the numbers were increased to 5 900 police officers, while 2 500 
officers are deployed in Kumasi. The police do not have enough funds to pay 8 400 officers 
GH¢100 per day. Police officers were also abandoning their posts in search of food. “The Police 
Administration decided to feed officers still within the same budget”, a police source told DGN 
Online. 
 
German donation to GIS. The Deputy Ambassador of Germany to Ghana, Hans-Helge Sander, 
described Ghana as the anchor of security in the sub region when the German Federal Police 
donated state-of-the-art document fraud detection equipment to the Training Centre of the 
Document Fraud Expertise Centre (DFEC) of the Ghana Immigration Service (GIS).  Sander 
praised the GIS for achieving a lot of successes in the area of border security, adding that the 
Embassy is happy to support Ghana in the fight against document fraud. The Deputy 
Comptroller-General of Immigration (DCGI) in charge of Finance and Administration, Judith 
Dzokoto-Lomoh said that the equipment would be put to good use. 
 

Regional Security 
 
Tighter Security on Border with Burkina Faso. The Head of Public Affairs of the Ghana 
Immigration Service (GIS), Amoako Atta, said following the outbreak of the coronavirus in 
Burkina Faso, security on the borders with that country has been tightened further. Atta said 
that security along that border was already tightened following the threat of terrorist attacks 
in Burkina Faso. He added that security on the border was now at an “all-time high.” He further 
stated that the immigration officers have been trained by the Ghana Health Service and also 
retooled to enable them to detect suspected Covid-19 cases. GIS also provided sanitisers and 
protective clothing to its personnel. 
 
Border closure with Togo. The Ghana Immigration Service (GIS) increased surveillance at 21 
unapproved routes along the Ghana-Togo border in the Ketu South Municipality. This 
followed President Akufo-Addo’s directive for the country’s borders to be closed. Security 
personnel were patrolling the stretch between Pillar four to Pillar 16. Security personnel on 
both the Ghana and Togo sides of were turning travellers away from border crossing. The 
Agotime/Ziope District in the Volta Region constituted a task force comprising personnel of 
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the Police Service, Immigration and some locals to help secure unapproved routes between 
Ghana and Togo in the area. The main Aflao border post is also closed. Several people were 
arrested over the past month as they attempted to cross into Ghana from Togo. Residents of 
Aflao in the Ketu South Municipality of the Volta region are also unhappy as the Ghana-Togo 
border remains shut following another 2-week extension by President Akufo-Addo as it is 
affecting cross-border trade and business on both sides of the border. 
 
Risk Advisory 
 
The UK’s Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO) Foreign Travel Advisory was updated on 7 
June and is still current on 29 February 2020. 
 
While most visits are trouble-free, crime does occur. In recent years, reported crime has 
increased, particularly over the Christmas period. Criminal activity ranging from petty street 
crime, to violent crime can occur at any time.  There has been an increase in street crime in 
Accra. 
 
There has been an increase in petty crime, like pick pocketing, bag snatching and opportunistic 
theft on certain roads in Accra. The main areas of risk highlighted by the police are: Graphic 
Road, George Walker Bush Highway, Accra Mall Roundabout, Awundome Cemetary Road, 
Pokuase-Amasaman Road, Teshi-Nunga road, Labadi beach area and the Kokrobite beach 
area. You should be especially vigilant in these areas; keep windows up and vehicle doors 
locked.  There have been reports in the media of criminally-motivated kidnapping in Accra, 
Takoradi, and Kumasi, including targeting foreign nationals. 
 
It’s mandatory for all foreign nationals resident in Ghana to register with the National 
Identification Authority (NIA) of Ghana and get a non-citizen Ghana card. 
 
Terrorists are likely to try to carry out attacks in Ghana. Attacks could be indiscriminate, 
including in places visited by foreigners. 
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Economy 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
March - April 2020 Headlines 

 
• 6 Mar - Listed bank Societe Generale registered 107% increase in earnings in 2019.   

• 11 Mar - Ghana Cocoa Board (COCOBOD) will distribute some 100 000 pieces of dual-
purpose motorised slashers and pruners to cocoa farmers to help phase out the 
labour-intensive use of machetes and hoes for weeding and pruning  

• 18 Mar - Goldstone Resources raised US$4.3 million in funding from new and existing 
investors to finance development of its Akrokeri-Homase gold project.  The company 
plans to start producing gold during the second half of 2020. 

• 26 Mar - The mining industry in Ghana and the West African Sub-region will soon 
receive a boost following the establishment of a Geochemical Laboratory at Tarkwa 
in the Western Region of Ghana by SGS Ghana Limited 

• 27 Mar - Republic Bank Ghana placed six-month moratorium on the repayment of 
loans by customers to help clients cope with impact of Covid-19. The offer also 
included a waiver on fees  

• 31 Mar - The BoG granted ZEEPAY Ghana a license to operate a full Electronic Money 
Issuer service. It will allow Zeepay’s subscribers to operate full bouquet of mobile 
money services such as Cash In, Cash Out, Peer-to-Peer (P2P) Transfers, Payments and 
Digital Termination of Remittances (DTR). 

• 2 Apr - ECOM Ghana agro-industrial group distributed 1.2 million bars of soap to help 
farmers fight Covid-19 

• 2 Apr - COCOBOD donated 5 000 litres of sanitizers, 5 000 cartons of unsweetened 
natural cocoa drink, 10 000 bottles of liquid soap and a cheque for GH¢200 000 to the 
ministry of health to combat Covid-19 

• 3 Apr - Farmers in communities of Nkonya Wurupong, Nkonya Ahenkro and Nkonya 
Asakyiri in the Biakoye District of Oti Region, received their certificates to operate as 
community-based Cocoa Farmer Cooperatives from Department of Cooperatives 

• 6 Apr - Perseus Mining donated US$387 500 in cash and goods to assist host 
governments and communities in Ghana, Côte d’Ivoire to fight spread of Covid-19 

• 7 Apr - Consolidated Bank Ghana (CBG) supported the Noguchi Memorial Institute for 
Medical Research (NMIMR) and the Covid-19 National Trust Fund with GH¢200 000  

• 7 Apr - Omnibsic Bank received support from government to enable it to reach Bank 
of Ghana (BoG’s) minimum capital requirement of GH¢400 million. The bank received 
GH¢130 million capital funding from the Ghana Amalgamated Trust Limited (GAT) 

• 10 Apr - Ghana Chamber of Mines donated US$2 million to Ministry of Health and 
allied institutions as mining industry’s contribution to fight against the pandemic.  

• 7 Apr - The CEO of COCOBOD, Joseph Boahene Aidoo, said the fall in cocoa prices due 
to Covid-19 has so far cost the country US$1 billion 

Risk Factor Level Trend 
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• 15 Apr - The Ghana National Association of Farmers and Fishermen donated items to 

farming communities in the Eastern Region to aid the fight against Covid-19. Items 
included buckets, boxes of hand sanitizers and liquid soap. 

• 21 Apr - Total Petroleum Ghana donated GH¢100,000 worth of Total Fuel Cards (230 
litres of fuel each) to Covid-19 National Trust Fund for emergency vehicles  

• 21 Apr - CalBank donated GH¢200,000 to Covid-19 National Trust Fund. CalBank also 
increased transaction limits and waived some charges on digital channels and 
deferred loan repayments for certain categories of clientele.  

• 22 Apr - Covid-19 outbreak could cause shortage of rice, other agricultural produce in 
latter parts of 2020. Shortage could even stretch into 2021, the Executive Director of 
local rice company, Western Deedew Group Limited, Kwabena Amofa Akuoko, said. 
 

 
 

General Condition  
 
Growth. The Ghana Statistical Service (GSS), on 22 April 2020, released data that showed that 
in 2019, growth fell behind target by 0.6%. This is the second consecutive year in which 
Ghana’s growth target was missed after a strong rebound in 2017 (8.1%) from the sluggish 
growth suffered between 2013 and 2016. Ghana’s provisional Gross Domestic Product (GDP) 
estimates for 2019 fell behind target, recording growth of 6.5% as against a revised target of 
7.1% for the period. GDP growth in 2018 was 6.3%. Growth in 2019 was largely driven by the 
services sector, which recorded a growth rate of 7.6%, followed by the industry sector at 6.4% 
and agriculture at 4.6%. Real GDP estimate for the fourth quarter of 2019 was GH¢ 42 600.0 
million compared to GH¢ 39 473.2 million in the fourth quarter of 2018. Real non-oil GDP for 
the fourth quarter of 2019 was GH¢ 39 021.3 million compared to GH¢36 093.9 million in the 
same period of 2018. Non-oil annual GDP growth rate decreased from 6.5% in 2018 to 5.8% 
in 2019. In 2019, Mining and Quarrying grew by 10.4%, down from 48.6% in 2018.  
 
The size of Ghana’s economy stood at GH¢349.4 billion (US$67.2 billion) as of the end of 2019. 
According to the rebasing of the economy by the Ghana Statistical Service, the size of the 
economy increased by about GH¢48.8 billion in 2019. In 2018, the size of the economy stood 
at GH¢300.5 billion (US$65.4 billion) because of the exchange rate at the time. The size of the 
economy based on non-oil GDP stood at GH¢334.6 billion (US$64.10 billion). According to the 
GSS, GDP per capita income increased from GH¢10,150 in 2018 to GH¢11,541 in 2019.  But in 
dollar terms, the per capita income reduced by US$2 from US$2,214 in 2018 to US$2,212 in 
2019. 
 
Growth Forecasts. A report by the Economic Intelligence Unit (EIU), quoted by local media on 
24 April 2020, predicts that Ghana’s economy will contract by 1% 2020, contrary to the 1.5% 
GDP growth forecast by the government and affirmed by the International Monetary Fund 
and the World Bank, as well as the 2% growth rate projected by rating agency Fitch. According 
to the EIU, the contraction will be driven by falling oil prices and operational difficulties in 
some oilfields, as well as the impact of the coronavirus. "In addition to the ongoing operational 
difficulties facing Tullow Oil, a UK based oil company, at the Jubilee and Tweneboa-Enyenra-
Ntomme oilfields, the sharp plunge in global oil demand and prices will weigh heavily on 
activity", it said. The EIU said that the downturn in the hydrocarbons sector will also have spill 
over effects on the wider economy, by negatively affecting industrial production, 
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infrastructure investment and auxiliary services. At the same time, private consumption will 
also weaken. However, GDP growth will rebound to an average of 5.7% a year from 2021 to 
2024, as the impact of the pandemic fades and oil prices and output recover. At the end of 
March 2020, Finance Minister, Ken Ofori-Atta, announced that the government was cutting 
its forecast for economic growth in 2020 to 1.5%, from 6.5%, which would be the weakest 
growth in 37 years.  The government also warned that the outcome could be even lower if the 
country was forced to go into full lockdown. International Monetary Fund (IMF) Country 
Director for Ghana, Albert Touna Mama, said their projection is for Ghana to grow at 1.5% in 
2020. He added that the IMF projected that Ghana will not go into an economic recession 
later this year due to the Covid-19 pandemic.  
 
Fitch Affirms Ghana’s Stable Outlook. On 21 April 2020, Fitch Ratings affirmed Ghana's Long-
Term Foreign-Currency Issuer Default Rating (IDR) at 'B' with a Stable Outlook. The affirmation 
of the 'B' rating reflects Fitch's expectation of a swift recovery after the coronavirus pandemic 
shock and the availability of additional fiscal and external financing options to the sovereign. 
This is balanced against the risk that a deeper and longer economic shock will result in 
worsening fiscal and external debt metrics. Fitch forecasts Ghana's GDP growth to fall to 2% 
in 2020, but there is material downside risk to this forecast depending on the extent and 
duration of the coronavirus outbreak and the resulting lockdown measures. The current 
lockdown in Ghana's two largest cities of Accra and Kumasi will lead to much slower growth 
in manufacturing and services, but agriculture and the extractive sectors are likely to fare 
better. Since the commodity price collapse in 2015, Ghana's economy has been powered by 
high growth in the oil sector, but modest growth in non-oil sector. Fitch expects a relatively 
robust recovery to 5% in 2021, as oil production recovers gradually from an expected fall in 
2020 and non-oil growth continues its recovery. The possibility of bringing new oil and gas 
reserves into production brings some upside risk in the long term,” but we expect that Ghana's 
oil sector development will slow in response to the collapse of oil prices,” Fitch said in a 
statement. 
 
Moody’s Changes Outlook to Negative. Moody's Investors on 17 April 2020 affirmed the 
Government of Ghana's long-term local and foreign currency issuer and foreign currency 
senior unsecured bond ratings at B3 and changed the outlook to negative from positive. 
Moody's has concurrently affirmed the local and foreign currency senior unsecured MTN 
ratings at (P)B3 and the rating of the bond enhanced by a partial guarantee from the 
International Development Association (IDA, Aaa stable) at B1.  The decision to change the 
outlook to negative reflects the rising risks, ultimately emanating from the coronavirus 
outbreak, to Ghana's funding and debt service, with financing beyond immediate official 
creditor emergency support looking increasingly vulnerable. The outbreak has caused an 
unprecedented shock across a wide range of global sectors, markets and regions. Moody's 
views it as a social risk under its Environmental Social and Governance (ESG) framework, given 
the implications for public health and safety and, indirectly, sovereigns' economic and fiscal 
strength. Ghana is particularly vulnerable to these shocks, due to high reliance on external 
financing both in local and in foreign currency, and very weak debt affordability. 
 
However, while financing pressures are rising, they are not yet acute, and Ghana has emerging 
strengths that were previously reflected in the positive outlook assigned in January this year. 
The affirmation of the B3 rating balances rising financing pressures and longstanding 
weaknesses relating for example to high debt and revenue underperformance, against those 
positive features exemplified in a return to primary surpluses and smoothing of the debt 
maturity profile, an improving -- albeit still fragile - current account position, and the 
restoration of power supply and renewed infrastructure investment. Should Ghana pass 
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through the crisis with a contained weakening in debt, liquidity and external metrics, those 
growing underlying strengths could be expected to dominate the profile once again. Ghana's 
foreign- and local-currency bond and deposit ceilings remain unchanged, namely the foreign-
currency bond ceiling at B1, the foreign-currency deposit ceiling at Caa1, and the local-
currency bond and deposit ceilings at Ba3, Moody’s said in a statement. (See 
https://www.moodys.com/research/Moodys-changes-Ghanas-outlook-to-negative-from-
positive-affirms-B3--PR_422847 for full statement) 

 

Monetary Aspects 
 
MPC Meeting. The Bank of Ghana (BoG’s) Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) decided to lower 
the Monetary Policy Rate by 150 basis points to 14.5%. In addition, the following measures to 
contain the impact of the Covid-19 on the economy will be implemented: 
 
(i) The Primary Reserve Requirement has been reduced from 10% to 8% to provide more 
liquidity to banks to support critical sectors of the economy.  
 
(ii) The Capital Conservation Buffer (CCB) for banks of 3.0% is reduced to 1.5%. This is to enable 
banks provide the needed financial support to the economy. This effectively reduces the 
Capital Adequacy Requirement from 13% to 11.5%. 
 
(iii) Provisioning for Loans in the Other Loans Especially Mentioned (OLEM) category is 
reduced from 10% to 5% for all banks and Specialised Deposit-Taking Institutions (SDIs) as a 
policy response to loans that may experience difficulty in repayments due to slowdown in 
economic activity. Provisioning norms for loans in all other categories are maintained. This 
should provide capital relief to banks and SDIs in these uncertain times. 
 
(iv) Loan repayments that are past due for Microfinance Institutions for up to 30 days shall be 
considered as “Current” as in the case for all other SDIs. 10. The Bank of Ghana has agreed 
with banks and mobile money operators on measures to facilitate more efficient payments 
and promote digital forms of payments for the next three months, subject to review, effective 
March 20, 2020. These are: 
 

(i) All mobile money users can send up to GH₵100 for free (excluding cash out). 
This includes sending to a recipient on the same network, or another network 
via the interoperability platform. 

(ii) (ii) All mobile phone subscribers are now permitted to use their already 
existing mobile phone registration details to be on-boarded for Minimum KYC 
Account. 

 
Inflation. The Ghana Statistical Service (GSS) said on 24 April 2020 that annual inflation came 
in at 7.8% in March of 2020, the lowest since October 2019, unchanged from the previous 
month. Prices slowed for non-food products (7.4% vs 7.7% in February) while food inflation 
picked up (8.4% vs 7.9%). On a monthly basis, consumer prices inched up 0.8%, after 
increasing 0.4% in the preceding month. Producer inflation for March 2020 declined for the 
second consecutive month to 6.8%, from 11.8% in February, 2020. The Economist Intelligence 
Unit (EIU) is projecting a 0.2% increase in average inflation to 8.7% for 2020, reflecting ongoing 
currency weakness and upward pressure on the prices of some goods as a result of pandemic-
related restrictions and shortages. Further, it said inflation will then moderate in 2021, to 8%, 
helped by a slower pace of cedi depreciation, although this will be partly offset by the impact 
on imported inflation of a pick-up in global commodity prices. 

https://www.moodys.com/research/Moodys-changes-Ghanas-outlook-to-negative-from-positive-affirms-B3--PR_422847
https://www.moodys.com/research/Moodys-changes-Ghanas-outlook-to-negative-from-positive-affirms-B3--PR_422847
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Fiscal Aspects 
 
IMF Covid-19 Support. The International Monetary Fund (IMF) on13 April 2020 approved a 
US$1 billion disbursement under its Rapid Credit Facility (RCF) to address the Covid-19 
pandemic. The IMF said in a statement that the disbursement will help address the urgent 
fiscal and balance of payments needs that Ghana is facing, improve confidence, and catalyse 
support from other development partners. The statement added that the budget deficit is 
projected to widen this year given expected lower government revenues and higher spending 
needs related to the pandemic. In addition, Ghana continues to be classified at high risk of 
debt distress. Additional support from other development partners will be required and 
critical to close the remaining external financing gap and ease budget constraints, the IMF 
concluded. 
 
The IMF added that external and overall debt are at high risk of debt distress but remain 
sustainable. The shocks from Covid-19 epidemic (collapse of oil prices, decline in trade, and 
lower non-commodity growth) are expected to deepen current account and fiscal deficits over 
the medium term resulting in a higher debt path compared to the November 2019 Debt 
Sustainability Analysis (DSA). Risks depend primarily on the depth and duration of the Covid-
19 and oil price shock. Fiscal costs including pandemic response and measures to support 
economic activity could exceed those envisioned in the baseline and extend into 2021. A 
deeper global slowdown could have a greater impact on oil prices, private transfers and 
investment and further weaken the exchange rate. A more prolonged crisis could create 
additional liquidity risks into 2021. Stress tests show that, of these risks, exchange rate 
depreciation, export and commodity prices shocks are associated might have the greatest 
impact on debt sustainability. 
 
World Bank Support. President Akufo-Addo, on 20 April 2020, announced that Ghana 
obtained a US$500 million freeze in debt and interest repayment for the rest of 2020 from the 
World Bank. The move is part of a broader pan-African effort for debt relief due to the 
negative impact of the Covid-19 pandemic. In his update on Covid-19, the President said, 
African Finance Ministers, led by Ken Ofori-Atta, and his South African counterpart, Tito 
Mboweni, achieved a nine-month debt standstill from the World Bank for all qualifying 
members of the International Development Association (IDA), starting from 1 May 2020. The 
World Bank is also providing US$100 million to Ghana to assist the country in tackling the 
Covid-19 pandemic. This financing package includes US$35 million in emergency support to 
help the country provide improved response systems. Under this emergency package the 
World Bank will support the Government to help prevent, detect, and respond to the COVID-
19 pandemic through the Ghana Emergency Preparedness and Response Project (EPRP). In 
addition to the emergency facility, a US$65 million contingency emergency response 
component was triggered from the Greater Accra Resilient and Integrated Development 
Project (GARID). This contingency financing will support critical activities such as laboratory 
equipment and chemicals essential medical equipment and supplies including test kits and 
personal protection equipment. 
 
Fitch on Debt and Fiscal Issues. Fitch on 21 April 2020 said that public finances are already a 
ratings weakness, as Ghana has a track record of fiscal slippage around elections and 
deficiencies in public financial management (PFM) that weakened the government's ability to 
meet fiscal targets. In the years following the 2016 election, the government passed the Fiscal 
Responsibility Act, which caps the targeted fiscal deficit at 5% of GDP, along with a number of 
PFM reforms, which helped lower government deficits on a commitment basis. Fitch now 
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forecasts the general government cash deficit to widen from an estimated 7.6% of GDP in 
2019 to above 10% in 2020. The 2020 cash deficit includes approximately 2.8% of GDP in 
arrears clearance and the realisation of contingent liabilities from the financial and energy 
sectors. Fitch expects that the fiscal deficit will narrow in 2021, supported by stronger growth 
and fewer materialising contingent liabilities. However, the December 2020 elections 
heighten risks of additional fiscal slippage this year and of possible post-election reversal of 
the 5% deficit cap and PFM reforms. 
 
Fitch estimates Ghana's total 2020 financing requirement, including debt amortisation, at 
approximately GH¢78 billion or 21% of GDP. The issuance of US$3 billion (4.9% of GDP) in 
Eurobonds in January 2020, before the Covid-19 crisis effectively shut many emerging markets 
out of international capital markets, allowed the government to meet a significant portion of 
its financing needs. The widening of the fiscal deficit will mean that the financing requirement 
will be approximately 3% of GDP higher than what was programmed in the 2020 budget. If 
the fiscal deficit widens further Fitch believes that the government will be able to access 
additional financing from international financial institutions and draw further on its petroleum 
funds, which currently have a balance of just below US$1 billion (1.6% of GDP).  
 
Fitch expects fiscal outturns to improve over the medium term, but high general government 
debt will remain a constraint on the ratings. Fitch forecasts general government debt to 
increase to 76.8% of GDP in 2020, owing to the combination of a wider fiscal deficit and cedi 
depreciation. Debt would equal 535% of government revenue, twice the 'B' median of 214%. 
Furthermore, cedi depreciation has increased external debt servicing costs in local-currency 
terms and Fitch forecast interest costs to reach 40.3% of revenue compared with the 'B' 
median of 8.6%. Fitch expects government debt to plateau in 2022, although there is a risk of 
larger-than-expected contingent liabilities from the energy sector. 
 
Moody’s on Debt.  Moody’s is predicting Ghana’s debt to hit 70% of GDP in 2020. Moody’s 
said its “debt projections include an assumption that these contingent liabilities add an 
additional 2% of GDP annually, implying a further increase in the debt ratio to close to 70% of 
GDP in 2020 from 64% in 2019.  How far and for how long the debt/GDP ratio rises will depend 
in part on the government’s success in restoring a fiscal surplus position in 2021, in preserving 
exchange rate stability and in renegotiating energy sector contracts,” it added. The US$3 
billion Eurobond (4.6% of GDP) issuance in January and the US$1 billion (1.5% of GDP) 
disbursement under the IMF’s Rapid Credit Facility (RCF) have provided an important external 
funding backstop for this year.  It added that while stability in the npower supply has been 
restored, in a scenario where energy contracts are not renegotiated the government faces 
annual costs of between US$1.6 billion (2.3% of GDP) and US$2.6 billion (3% of GDP) from 
2020-23 which, added to outstanding energy sector arrears of US$2.7 billion (or 4.1% of GDP) 
at the end of 2018 could sum to around US$12.5 billion, or about 14% of GDP by 2023. Ghana 
ended 2019 with a total debt stock of GH¢218 billion. The GH¢ 218 billion total debt stock 
puts the country’s Debt-to-GDP Ratio at 63.0 %. 
 
Government Wants to Suspend Fiscal Rule. Finance Minister, Ken Ofori-Atta, told the IMF 
that government is looking to suspend the statutory fiscal rule which requires that the budget 
deficit in any given year does not exceed 5 % of GDP. The Fiscal Responsibility Act, the 
landmark legislation passed in December 2018, four months before Ghana exited its four-year 
protracted IMF bailout programme, was intended to safeguard the gains the country had 
made in achieving macroeconomic stability. The Fiscal Responsibility Act provides grounds for 
which the deficit rule can be suspended; this includes during a public health epidemic or an 
unanticipated severe economic shock. Covid-19 already cost government US$1 billion in 
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expected crude oil revenue, with non-oil tax revenues projected to fall by US$400 million. 
Apart from the revenue loss, government’s plan of raising enough funds to deal decisively 
with the pandemic is expected to push the deficit far beyond the 4.7 % of GDP announced in 
the 2020 budget. 
 
Government Wants to Use Petroleum Funds to Cover Cost Of Covid-19. The Public Interest 
and Accountability Committee (PIAC) called on the government to reduce the planned 2020 
Annual Budget Funding Amount (ABFA) expenditure and apply the savings to the Covid-19 
Alleviation Programme. The Committee recommended to the government to explore other 
domestic revenue sources such as cocoa and minerals, given that these sectors were still in 
active operation. Finance Minister, Ken Ofori Atta, on 30 March, asked Parliament to amend 
the Petroleum Revenue Management Act (PRMA), to allow the government to access the 
Heritage Fund to help in the fight against the pandemic.  A statement from PIAC said it 
supported the use of part of the Ghana Stabilisation Fund (GSF) for Covid-19 but was against 
the utilisation of the Heritage Fund for Covid-19. It said the Committee’s position in the 
statement was informed by its mandate under Act 815, to provide independent assessment 
on the management and use of Ghana’s petroleum revenues; by adhering to the principles 
and philosophy that informed the passage of the PRMA. According to the Committee, there 
have been previous attempts by successive governments to access the Heritage Fund for 
various reasons, to which PIAC objected, adding that the Committee’s position was consistent 
with its understanding of the spirit of the PRMA on the management and use of the Heritage 
Fund. 
 
Finance Minister, Ken Ofori-Atta said that government intends to lower the cap on the GSF 
from the current US$300 million to US$100 million.  According to him, the measure would 
enable the excess amount in the GSF account over the US$100 million cap to be transferred 
into the Contingency Fund (CF) consistent with Section 23(4) of the PRMA. Moreover, the 
amount transferred into the Contingency Fund would be used to fund the Coronavirus 
Alleviation Programme (CAP). Through this process, an estimated GH¢1.250 billion would be 
transferred into the CF to fund the CAP. 
 
Note: Ghana’s Petroleum Funds consist of the Ghana Stabilisation Fund (GSF) and the Ghana 
Heritage Fund (GHF). Both funds receive portions of the oil revenue each year.  Section 9 (1) 
of the Petroleum Revenue Management Act (PRMA), 2011 (Act 815) establishes the GSF which 
is supposed to cushion the country when there is an unanticipated shortfall in petroleum 
revenue.  Section 10 (1) of the PRMA establishes the GHF which is supposed to serve as an 
endowment for future generations and which cannot be touched unless after 15 years of its 
establishment. 

 
Capital Controls 
 
Banks and SDIs Ordered Not to Pay Dividends. On 22 April 2020, the BoG ordered banks and 
Specialised Deposit Institutions (SDIs) not to declare or pay dividends to shareholders due to 
COVID-19 until further notice. This means that the shareholders will not receive dividend from 
banks and SDIs for the 2019/2020 financial year. A press statement signed by the BoG’s 
Secretary, Sandra Thompson, said this is to ensure that banks and SDIs are better able to 
support their customers throughout the Covid-19 pandemic period.  It added that the aim is 
“to absorb any potential operational losses for banks and SDIs from the Covid-19 pandemic.” 
The statement added that “shareholders in this context means holders of Common Equity 
Shares (CET1) and Additional Tier I (AT1) capital instruments of banks and SDIs.” BoG said it 
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will grant an exemption on condition that such institutions satisfied and met the regular 
prudential requirements and are not depending on the additional liquidity released by the 
regulatory reliefs provided by the BoG. 
 
Bog Postpones Implementation of Minimum Capital Requirement. The BoG postponed the 
implementation of the minimum capital requirement for electronic payment service providers 
to 31 December 2020. The measure, which was scheduled for 30 June at the latest, was 
reviewed due to the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic. For Mobile Money service providers, 
for example, the minimum capital requirement was increased from 5 million to 20 million 
cedis. BoG wants to operationalise the new Payment Systems and Services Act 987 of 2019, 
which provides a legal and regulatory framework for the orderly development of Ghana's 
payment system.  The BoG has grouped the various Payment System Provider (PSP) licenses 
and minimum capital requirements into five categories: electronic money issuer (GH¢20 
million); card payment service provider (GH¢ 8 million); payment platforms (GH¢2 million); 
medium licensees such as sub-agents for payment platforms (GH¢800 000); and fintech start-
ups (no capital required). 
 

Trade and Investment 
 
RMB Ranking. Ghana is ranked 6th in Rand Merchant Bank (RMB's) “Where to Invest in Africa 
2020” report, rising three places. The country’s growth outlook is strong and concentrated 
around the oil and gas sector. Non-oil growth is forecast to pick up again, supported by pro-
business reforms and a steady improvement in power supply, the RMB report published in 
March 2020 stated. Ghana’s mining industry was worth US$5.9 billion in 2019, the third 
highest in Africa, and grew at 6.3% y/y, outshining many of its continental peers in the 
resources sector. Ghana also has Africa’s highest ranking in the Fitch Solutions mining 
risk/return reward index, which assesses potential returns on investment, both in terms of 
industry size and forecast growth and broader country characteristics like the regulatory 
environment.  While the Ghanaian retail sector is predominantly still informal, there are some 
major malls, particularly in Accra. However, the Accra retail market is close to saturation, and 
new developments will be opening in a challenging economic environment. I 
 
In the short to medium term, retail development is likely to focus on secondary cities such as 
Takoradi and Kumasi.  Ghana’s manufacturing sector is ranked the eighth strongest on the 
continent is characterised by its small market size but high competitiveness. In all of this, 
Ghana remains one of the few West African countries bucking the downward growth trend by 
continuing to offer positive examples of economic recovery by placing emphasis on 
diversifying its economy. Despite the recent deterioration in its operating environment 
rankings, Ghana remains one of the easier business environments in Africa, the report states. 
However, Ghana’s public debt burden (and public arrears in the local sector) requires 
considerable fiscal consolidation to correct. The country’s commodity dependency is 
increasing, with oil, gold and cocoa being the main exports, which leaves Ghana heavily 
exposed to international price trends, the report adds.  
 
Gross International Reserves Projected to Decline. Ghana’s gross international reserves is 
projected to decline to 2.7 months of imports by the end of 2020. Ghana’s gross international 
reserves declined by GH¢168 million in January 2020. According to the Bank of Ghana, the 
gross reserves stood at GHS8.249 billion in January 2020 from GHS8.418 billion in December 
2019. The report said the January 2020 cash and other reserve assets held by the central bank 
represent 3.94 months of imports cover. In December 2019, Ghana’s gross international 
reserves was 4.05 months of import cover. Fitch said the fall in oil export receipts, along with 
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lower tourism receipts and remittances will lead to widening of the current account (CA) in 
2020. However, the widening will be contained by the fact that Ghana's other key exports, 
gold and cocoa, are not correlated with the price of oil. Fitch forecasts the CA deficit to widen 
to 4% of GDP, up from 2.9% in 2019.  
 
Despite achieving three consecutive years of trade surplus, Ghana’s current account deficit is 
forecast to expand to 5% of GDP in 2020, according to the EIU. This is before shrinking slightly 
to 4.3% of GDP in 2021. According to the EIU, the deficit will continue to narrow, falling to 
0.3% of GDP in 2024, helped by rising exports. Meanwhile, revenue from gold exports will 
expand sharply, helped by both rising production and prices. Together with lower imports on 
the back of a contracting economy, this will help to limit the deterioration in the trade balance 
in 2020-21. 
 
Food Export to West Africa. Data from the Ministry of Food and Agriculture (MoFA) shows 
that Burkina Faso is Ghana’s top export destination for its foods in the West Africa region.  
From 2015 to 2019, Ghana has seen an increase in food export with revenue of GH¢868.13 
million. Burkina Faso topped the importation of foodstuff such as rice, pawpaw, palm fruit, 
sorghum, cowpea, gari, banana, groundnuts, yellow and white maize, amounting to 92,319.40 
tonnes. Cote d’Ivoire came second, mainly importing yam, maize, cowpea, citrus and onions 
of 14,222.25 tonnes. In total, foodstuff with a volume of 563,859.33 tonnes, were exported 
to Togo, Cote d’Ivoire, Niger, Mali, Burkina Faso, Benin and Northern Nigeria over the period. 
They included banana, cabbage/green pepper, citrus/orange, cowpea, gari, ginger, 
groundnuts, palm fruits, palm oil and pawpaw, plantain, rice, sorghum, soya beans, white 
maize, yam and yellow maize. 
 

Sector 
 
Banking/Finance 

 
Banking Sector Performance. According to the January 2020 Banking Sector Report, published 
in mid-March 2020, total assets of the banking sector amounted to GH¢129.06 billion in 
December 2019, representing a 22.8% year-on-year growth compared with 12.3% growth in 
December 2018. Domestic assets rose by 23.1% to GH¢118.69 billion in December 2019, 
compared to the 12.5% growth recorded in the previous year, while foreign assets grew by 
19.8% to GH¢10.38 billion during the same period, compared to 9.6% growth in December 
2018. The paid-up capital of 23 banks went up by 11.3% to GH¢9.63 billion in December 2019 
from GH¢ 8.65 billion in December 2018. The industry’s shareholders’ funds also increased by 
19.6% to GH¢ 17.58 billion in December 2019, from GH¢14.70 billion in December 2018.  
 
The industry’s profit after tax of GH¢3.31 billion, represented a 37.7% growth compared with 
the 12.5% growth recorded in 2018. The stock of the industry’s Non-Performing Loans (NPLs) 
declined further by 5.2% to GH¢6.30 billion in December 2019, following a contraction of 
18.9% a year earlier. The decline in the stock of NPLs was due to a combination of loan 
recoveries and further write-offs. The positive effect of the decline in the stock of NPLs on the 
NPL ratio influenced by a strong pick up in gross credit within the review period, with a 
resultant decline in the NPL ratio to 13.9% in December 2019 from 18.2% in December 2018. 
The share of investments in total assets inched up from 36.3% to 37.5% during the period. The 
rebound in credit growth in 2019 also led to the share of net advances in total assets 
increasing marginally to 31% in December 2019, from 30.3% in December 2018. 
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Standard Chartered Bank Supports Fight Against Covid-19. Standard Chartered Bank Ghana 
Limited announced on 21 April 2020 that it is committing an initial GH¢1 million to support 
emergency relief in aid of those affected by the Covid-19 pandemic.  In line with the 
Government’s objective to conduct widespread testing for Covid-19, the Bank is donating 
portable Polymerase Chain Reaction (PCR) testing equipment to leading medical institutions 
mandated to carry out contact tracing and testing in the country. The Bank will also be 
supporting frontline medical staff with N95 masks, gloves and coveralls. The Bank further 
announced a comprehensive relief package including tenor extensions and interest rate 
reductions on eligible local currency loans for clients in vulnerable sectors impacted by the 
Covid-19 pandemic. Other initiatives include Life Insurance cover for new and existing life 
insurance clients and fee waivers on some digital banking services initiated via its SC Mobile 
and Straight2Bank platforms. The Bank also partnered with a charity to provide food and 
hygiene products to families in underserved communities. The Bank is also providing 
educational materials to children in these communities to support their learning while at 
home. 
 
ABSA’s Covid-19 Measures. Absa Bank Ghana announced a financial relief package to assist 
its customers to cope with the impact of Covid-19. Absa Bank is offering a six months 
repayment moratorium to all individual and business customers and also reduced its lending 
rate by 2% on qualifying personal and SME loans. Absa Bank further waived charges on 
interbank instant transfers on its digital channels and also made mobile money transfers of 
up to GH¢100 daily free. As part of the precautionary measures taken by the bank against 
Covid-19, it temporarily reduced its branch operations and encouraged customers to stay at 
home and use its digital channels for their banking transactions. The bank also activated its 
artificial intelligence-powered Absa ChatBot which is available all hours of the day, every day, 
to answer customers’ questions. 
 
First National Bank Covid-19 Measures. First National Bank Ghana introduced a raft of relief 
packages to help both individual and corporate customers to deal with the economic impact 
of the Covid-19 pandemic. Under the #RealHelp initiative, First National Bank Ghana Limited 
is offering at least a 2% interest rate cut on loans to all existing customers from 1 April 2020 
for the tenor of all Ghana-cedi denominated loan facilities. Customers have also been given 
an option to apply for repayment holidays, where a temporary moratorium will be placed on 
the loan repayments for up to six months. “The entire process has been digitised so there’s 
absolutely no paperwork and that also means response times will be faster. We believe these 
interventions will assist customers who have demonstrated sound banking behaviour, such as 
consistently honouring their repayments to the bank before the onset of the Covid-19 
pandemic,” Richard Hudson, CEO of First National Bank Ghana, said. 
 
Prudential Life Insurance Ghana Supports Fight Against Covid-19. In response to the Covid-
19 pandemic, Prudential Life Insurance Ghana introduced the free Pru Covered-19 to support 
new and existing customers. The Pru Covered-19 benefit took effect from 30 March 2020. For 
the next 45 days, the benefit will provide Prudential Life customers with a Covid-19 cover 
under their in-force policies. There is no waiting period for existing customers and a two-week 
waiting period for all new customers. The Pru Covered-19 includes: a Diagnosis Benefit which 
pays a lump sum once a customer receives an official Covid-19 diagnosis; a Hospitalisation 
Benefit due to Covid-19 that provides the customer with daily cash pay-outs for up to 30 days; 
and a Death Benefit that pays a lump sum to the customer’s beneficiaries as a result of a 
Covid-19 related death. Prudential Life Insurance is one of the top-five life insurance company 
in Ghana.  
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GN Savings Takes Bog to Court. An Accra High Court on 22 April 2020 ordered the Bank of 
Ghana (BoG), the Attorney General (AG) and the Receiver of GN Saving and Loans to file their 
responses in the suit challenging the revocation of the license of GN Savings and Loans 
company, within 10 days. The BoG, and the AG failed to file a defence in the case brought 
against them by businessman and owner of GN Savings, Papa Kwesi Nduom. In the suit, 
Nduom accused the BoG and the Minister of Finance of “deliberately and maliciously 
suppressing” the amount of money that the government owes GN Savings and Groupe 
Nduom. On 9 August 2019, the Ministry of Finance informed the BoG that the government’s 
total indebtedness to Groupe Nduom was just GH¢30,329,483.84. This was far below the 
GH¢629,091,335.00, which Groupe Nduom says that government owes it. GN Saving and 
Loans was declared insolvent in August 2019. Nduom is asking the Court to quash BoG’s 
revocation notice and rather restore the licence to GN Savings. 
 
Agriculture and Fishing 

 
COCOBOD Syndication Going Ahead. The Chief Executive of the Ghana Cocoa Board 
(COCOBOD), Joseph Boahen Aidoo, said that the outbreak of Covid-19 will not affect the 
process to secure funds from international lenders to finance cocoa production and purchases 
for the next season. He said that the process has begun and will be completed.  Although the 
pandemic had made it impossible for the board to hold physical meetings with its lenders and 
advisors on the loan syndication exercise, it was done through video and telephone 
conferences, he said. COCOBOD annually raises at least US$1 billion for the purchase of cocoa. 
After Ghana recorded its first Coronavirus case in March 2020, there were fears that the 
syndication may not take place because the pandemic is negatively affecting the global 
economy. He added that the pandemic will not seriously impact the production of cocoa in 
the 2021 crop season because “we are working around the clock to ensure that the services 
that will go to our cocoa farmers are delivered and we are doing so with all our allied agencies. 
Nothing is halting our operations and let me also assure our farmers that purchasing of cocoa 
is also not stopped.” COCOBOD is targeting one million metric tons for the 2021 season.  
 
AGRA Support for Farmers. The Alliance for a Green Revolution in Africa (AGRA) presented 
Personal Protection Equipment (PPE) worth GH¢20 000 and seed money of GH¢10 000 to the 
Ministry of Food and Agriculture to help agriculture extension officers and farmers to mitigate 
the possible impact of the Covid-19 pandemic. The West Africa Head of AGRA, Foster K. 
Boateng said on 23 April 2020 that AGRA is in the process of raising GH¢60 million to help 
farmers to purchase seeds, fertilizer and other basic needs in the 2020 production season. 
AGRA also commended Ghana for instituting prudent measures to ensure that smallholder 
farmers are shielded from the effects of the Coronavirus outbreak. The Planting for Food and 
Jobs (PFJ) was one of Ghana’s initiative that was lauded by AGRA. AGRA noted in a statement 
by its President Agnes Kalibata that government is also supporting rice millers with working 
capital so they can continue purchasing rice from farmers.  
 
The Minister of Food and Agriculture, Owusu Afriyie Akoto, said that 1.4 million farmers are 
expected to benefit from the PFJ programme in 2020. Last year, he said, 1,183,000 farmers 
benefited from the programme. The PFJ programme is a government designed programme 
aiming to promote growth in food production and create jobs across the country. Afriyie 
Akoto also said that his ministry employed over 2 million Ghanaians under the PFJ programme 
since its establishment in 2017. He added that over 1 million Ghanaians also benefitted from 
the PFJ programme. 
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Request for Agriculture COVID-19 Support.  The government is requesting additional funding 
of over US$100 million from the International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD) to 
restructure ongoing programmes in the agriculture sector to fight the impact of the Covid-19 
pandemic on the sector. Already, a first tranche of about US$20 million has been granted.  
Agricultural Minister, Owusu Afriyie Akoto, on 23 April 2020 outlined a raft of measures being 
rolled out ahead of the upcoming planting season. They include market surveillance; provision 
of PPE for Extension Agents, development of guidelines for production, public education 
through video and print and facilitating input distribution. Medium-term actions include 
facilitating access to credit for producers, aggregators and processors; supporting NAFCO to 
mop up strategic stocks for food security, re-establishing early warning systems to provide 
regular updates on the food situation and establishing a Covid-19 Fund for Agriculture and 
Food Security.  
 
Call to Support Organic Farming. The Nyamebekyere Co-operatives Vegetable Farming and 
Marketing Society Limited, made up of about 100 000 vegetable farmers in the Techiman 
Municipality of the Bono East Region appealed to government to promote organic agriculture. 
According to the society, vegetable production was important for socio-economic 
development, health benefits, job creation, income generation, as well as food and nutrition 
security.  The society added that the influx of fake and adulterated agro-chemicals poses a 
danger to organic farming as it results in low yields, high level of chemical residue in 
vegetables and this is adversely affecting vegetable producers.  Gabriel Benarku, lead 
researcher and service provider for the society said that Ghana’s vegetable sub-sector offers 
great opportunities for growth given the steady increase of high value domestic markets and 
export opportunities. The domestic market alone is growing at more than 10% per annum and 
the potential value for export of vegetables is estimated at US$250 million. Benarku added 
that the inability of the Ministry of Food and Agriculture (MoFA) to deploy adequate extension 
officers affects farmers leading to their inability to manage disease outbreaks annually. 
“Chemical pesticides are commonly used in the management of pests and diseases in 
vegetable production in Ghana. However, there is increasing concern about the adverse 
effects this use has on public health and the environment,” he said. 
 
Ginger Project in Bono East Region. The ginger industry in Bono East Region received a boost 
with the commencement of construction for a new ginger processing and demonstration 
centre in the Kintampo North Municipality and Kintampo South District. The new centre is a 
Local Economic Development initiative and co-funded by the European Union (EU) through 
the Promoting Access of Indigenous People to Decent Work and Social Protection in the Bono 
East Area of Ghana (PRODESOP) Project being implemented by the Centre for Local 
Governance Advocacy (CLGA), National Association of Local Authorities of Ghana (NALAG), 
Centre of Posterity Interest Organization (COPIO) and Abrono Organic farming Project 
(ABOFAP). The 48 months project is expected to provide the needed infrastructure and 
capacities to create decent jobs and income through the ginger value chain. The Centre if 
completed will have a serviced Ginger Multiplication farms for the commercial cultivation of 
ginger, a washing and processing facility and warehouse.  
 
Food Safety Taskforce. A Food Safety Taskforce was launched to address food safety issues in 
the fruit and vegetable sector. The initiative is organised by HortiFresh in consultation with 
public and private actors in the food safety and certification sector with funding support from 
the Netherlands Embassy in Ghana. The 20-member taskforce will help develop strategies and 
activities to address the existing and emerging food safety challenges in the fruit and 
vegetable sector. The Programme Manager of Hortifresh, Sheila Assibey-Yeboah said the 
taskforce will review the food safety situation in the country and promote both international 
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and domestic standards for fruit and vegetables.  Assibey-Yeboah added that the taskforce 
will also be responsible for coordinating campaigns and consumer education on food safety, 
as well as support the enforcement of food safety standards. The use of sewage water in 
vegetable productions, spraying of vegetables with pesticides and the use of chemicals in 
vegetable production still remains a challenge. 
 
ADB support fight against Covid-19. The Managing Director of Agricultural Development Bank 
(ADB), John Kofi Mensah, announced a GH¢1 million package to support the governments 
fight against Covid-19. He said that the money is meant for purchasing personal protective 
equipment like gloves, face masks, sanitizers and other disinfectants to be distributed to 
research institutions, farmer-based organisations, the police and regional hospitals. Mensah 
said the ADB also donated GH¢200 000 to the Covid-19 Fund. With farmers being some of the 
most vulnerable in society, the Bank believes any support to these farmers and other 
agribusinesses is a major step in the fight against the virus. 
 
Cargill Support Covid-19 Measures. Farmers working in major cocoa territories based in 
Ghana and Ivory Coast will receive key updates from Cargill’s digital farming tool to support 
government measures around safety and sanitation designed to tackle the spread of Covid-
19. FarmForce, Cargill’s mobile application, used for GPS polygon farm mapping, cooperative 
management system (CMS) and traceability, will be deployed to reach over 1 200 cooperative 
leaders and lead farmers to raise local awareness on Covid-19, to sensitize farmers on sanitary 
practices and to relay the message to farmers and local communities. Lionel Soulard, Cargill’s 
managing director, West Africa, said that farmer cooperatives and lead farmers are crucial in 
helping the company reach cocoa farmers in rural areas. “They act as ambassadors for 
informing farmers about the best practices to keep themselves and the members of their 
communities safe during the Covid-19 pandemic,” he added. 
 
New Improved Vegetable Varieties. New improved vegetable varieties have been introduced 
to smallholder farmer groups in the Upper East Region to help address challenges associated 
with vegetable production and raise output.  It includes; 14 tomato and 11 pepper varieties, 
which are being introduced to the farmers in the Kassena-Nankana Municipality, while an 
additional nine onion varieties were introduced in the Bawku Municipality. Their introduction 
is part of the Ghana Agricultural Technology Evaluation (GATE) project being implemented by 
the African Agricultural Technology Foundation (AATF)in partnership with the West Africa 
Centre for Crop Improvement (WACCI), University of Ghana.  The first phase of the project, 
which started in 2019 and is expected to end in 2021, is jointly funded by AATF and the 
Netherlands Development Organisation (SNV). The announcement of the varieties was made 
at a demonstration farm in Koronia in the Kassena-Nankana Municipality in March 2020 to 
introduce the new improved varieties to the commercial and smallholder farmers. 
 
Illegal Fishing Depletes Sardine Stock. Ghana’s sardine fishery is on the verge of collapse as a 
result of unsustainable fishing by visiting Chinese trawlers, according to a report from the 
Environmental Justice Foundation (EJF). The report examined “saiko,” the trade between 
foreign trawlers selling juvenile bycatch to Ghanaian artisinal fishers, who sell the fish in 
coastal communities. For its report, EJF examined 18 blocks of saiko fish landed at the 
Ghanaian port of Elmina, finding sardinella present in two-thirds of the blocks. Of the 
sardinella, nearly all were juveniles below minimum legal landing size. Examination of the 
bycatch landed by trawlers showed similar results, with 99% of the sardinella below legal size, 
according to the EJF. “This is extremely worrying, since these young fish are crucial to 
population recovery, sardinella are already on the brink of collapse, having crashed by 80 
percent over the past 20 years,” the report said. While canoe fishing offers direct employment 
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for around 60 fishers for every 100 tonnes of fish, saiko means only 1.5 jobs per 100 tonnes – 
40 times fewer jobs. Illegal fishing activities by some foreign vessels are costing the state 
US$50.7 million annually. 
 
While Ghana has strong laws on illegal fishing – this year, the country committed to banning 
all domestic and international vessels found to be engaging in saiko from operating in local 
waters – enforcement has been weak. Trawlers routinely ignore Ghanaian law on the 
minimum mesh-size of fishing nets, according to EFJ, which interviewed crews manning some 
of the trawlers, most of which are Chinese-owned. The statutory minimum fine for use of 
illegal nets and landing juveniles under Ghana’s 2014 Fisheries Amendment Act is US$1 
million, yet there are many examples of fishing firms being relicensed despite refusing to pay 
their fine or paying just a fraction of what they owe. 
 
“In a time when the world is facing coronavirus, stable livelihoods and food security are even 
more crucial than before. Ghana’s fisheries are in crisis, with the country now forced to import 
half its fish, and canoe fisherfolk coming home from sea empty-handed. The state is losing 
millions of dollars every year in revenue. The government has the ability to stop this illegal 
and highly damaging activity now, and it must act to do so without delay,” EJF Executive 
Director Steve Trent said. Over 2 million people in Ghana rely on the country’s coastal fisheries 
for their food and income. 

 
PLBIP Nears Completion. The 2000-hectare Kpong Left Bank Irrigation Project (PLBIP) in 
Eastern Region is set for completion by the end of the year. The PLBIP, being implemented 
under the Ghana Commercial Agriculture Project (GCAP) of the Ministry of Food and 
Agriculture, (MoFA) would enable more than 1000 large and smallholder farmers to also crop 
rice maize and vegetables.  The US$35 million World Bank-funded project would be the third-
largest irrigation scheme in the country, after the Tono Water Irrigation Scheme in the Upper 
East Region and the Kpong Right Bank Irrigation Scheme. Osei Owusu-Agyemang, the Project 
Coordinator of GCAP, said that the project was about 65% completed. 

 
Food Security. The Global Information and Early Warning System on Food and Agriculture 
(GIEWS) said on 15 April that following the timely onset of seasonal rains in the south, planting 
of yams was completed in March, while planting of maize is ongoing and will be completed by 
the end of April. Harvesting operations of both yams and maize crops are expected to start in 
August. Planting of the rice crop, to be harvested from September, is underway. Cumulative 
rainfall amounts since early March were average to above average in most planted areas and 
supported the development of yams, rice and maize crops.  Despite the ongoing pastoral lean 
season, forage availability was overall satisfactory in April in the main grazing areas of the 
country. The animal health situation is generally good and stable, with just some localized 
outbreaks of seasonal diseases, including Newcastle disease, Anthrax and African Swine Fever 
in pigs.  
 
Harvesting activities of the 2019 rainfed and irrigated crops was completed by end‑January. 
Favourable rainfall across the country and an adequate supply of inputs delivered by the 
Government benefited the 2019 national cereal production, estimated at 4.1 million tonnes, 
about 40% above the five‑year average. The 2019 harvest included 2.7 million tonnes of maize 
(45% above average) and 900 000 tonnes of paddy (over 30% above average). Following the 
record 2019 production, cereal import requirements for the 2019/20 (November/October) 
marketing year are forecast at a below‑average level of 1.5 million tonnes. Despite the overall 
favourable food security conditions, most vulnerable households need external food 
assistance. According to the March 2020 “Cadre Harmonisé” analysis, about 22 000 people 
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were estimated to need food assistance during the lean season between June and August 
2020.  
 
Mining 
 
Developments at PMMC. In the last two years, the Precious Minerals Marketing Company 
(PMMC) Limited assayed a total of about US$12 billion worth of gold for both Artisanal Small-
scale Miners (ASMs) and the Large-Scale Mining firms. Under the government’s new assaying 
regime, which gives PMMC the authority to value all gold before export, it tested, graded, 
weighed and certified about 122,946.5444 kilogrammes of gold. Venance Dey, the Deputy 
Managing Director of PMMC, said the ASMs alone exported about US$4.8 billion. Large Scale 
Mining firms thus exported US$7.2 billion dollars.  The ASM production figure in 2018 was 
about US$2.6 billion, while in 2019 it was worth about US$2.2billion. The assaying process, 
sanctioned by the government, is relevant for the effective tracking of minerals that leave the 
country to ensure proper accountability and transparency for the Government to receive its 
fair due in taxes. In line with the Government’s plans to process 30% of its gold ore, Dey said 
a PMMC through a public-private partnership initiative, was building a refinery to add value 
to the gold before it was exported. 
 
Developments Relating to Namindi Gold Project. Cardinal Resources increased the mining 
licence area of its Namindi gold project more than threefold from an area of 19 km2 to 63 
km2, with the licence stretching over a 15-year term. Cardinal CEO and MD, Archi Koimtsidis, 
said that the enlarged project area allowed Cardinal to expand its exploration activities 
immediately south of Namindi. An October feasibility study into the Namindi project 
estimated that it would produce some 4.2 million ounces of gold over a mine life of 15 years, 
with an estimated 1.1 million ounces expected over the first three years of the operation. 
Namindi is expected to cost US$390 million to develop. Meanwhile Cardinal received an 
indicative nonbinding takeover offer from shareholder Nordgold, which values the Australian 
company at AUS$227 million. Nordgold has a 19.9% interest in Cardinal.  Nordgold is seeking 
access to conduct a due diligence investigation on certain key aspects of Cardinal’s Namindi 
gold project, where the company was granted a water extraction licence and had its 
resettlement action plan approved by the government. 
 
GSR Plans. Golden Star Resources (GSR), is planning to invest some US$10 million to revive 
operations at its Prestea gold mine. The new capital will be invested in machinery, operation 
of a second level underground mining operation, access development, extensional drilling and 
other operations to get the mine to the next level and to enhance efficiency. CEO, Andrew 
Wray, said because the company was making an upfront investment in Prestea this year, it 
would be hit with some losses, but the expectation was that the Prestea Mine would be in a 
position to deliver from 2021. Apart from the investment in Prestea, Wray said an additional 
US$45 million would be invested to expand operations at the Wassa gold mine and to take it 
to the next level of growth. 
 
Gold Fields Social Responsibility Programmes. Gold Fields Ghana completed 11 social 
responsibility projects in 2019 in host communities in the Tarkwa Nsuaem and Prestea Huni 
Valley municipalities in the Western Region, valued at GH¢8 million. The 11 projects included 
the Akoon Park rehabilitation, Nana Angu – UMaT road rehabilitation, Brahabobom MA 
School Library and ICT Centre, Booboobo Community Library, Abosso MA School, Nana 
Amooakwa Model School ICT Centre, Toilet Facility for Kyekyewere AME Zion Basic School, 
Water Supply System for the Nyamebekyere Community as well as the Huni Valley Health 
Centre.  With the rehabilitation of the Nana Angu - UMaT road, it provided an alternative 
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route for motorists in Tarkwa. The 2.4-kilometre road, which was previously dusty and 
inaccessible, eased traffic on the main Tarkwa highway and the town centre. The Akoon Park 
was first constructed by the State Gold Mining Corporation (SGMC) in the 1970s and used to 
be the only venue for recreational activities for the Akoon community. The park deteriorated 
over the years, and in 2017, Gold Fields decided to rehabilitate the park. Akoon Park now 
serves as the home grounds for the Medeama Football Club and Karela United Football Club. 
“The Huni-Valley Health Centre previously had only six beds. Gold upgraded the health centre 
to a 26-bed facility. Since its establishment in 2005, the Foundation invested over US$66.5 
million in infrastructure development and livelihood enhancement programmes in the host 
communities. 
 
Oil & Gas 
 
Oil Revenue to Drop. The Africa Centre for Energy Policy (ACEP) said that government 
projected to receive US$1.567 billion from oil revenues, anchored on a price prediction of 
US$62.6 per barrel. Based on the average price prediction of US$40 per barrel, the receivables 
from oil could drop to US$743 million, a shortfall of about 53%. This has severe implications 
for the budget particularly physical infrastructure and debt servicing. In the 2020 budget, 
Ghana’s infrastructure development programme is heavily dependent on oil revenues; about 
80% of government’s domestic revenue for its capital budget was to be sourced from the 
Annual Budget Funding Amount (ABFA). ACEP estimates show that maximum allocation to the 
ABFA for the year in line with the Petroleum Revenue Management Act (PRMA) will 
significantly drop from US$761 million to about US$273 million representing a shortfall of 
about 64%. This shortfall of US$488 million cannot be smoothed over by the Ghana 
Stabilisation Fund (GSF) established by the PRMA.   
 
At a standing balance of US$300 million, the maximum withdrawal from the GSF compliant 
with the PRMA will be about US$243 million. Though this provides support and reduces the 
price shock on the ABFA component of the budget, the inadequacy of the GSF to offset the 
entire deficit exposes the failure of the capped balance of US$300 million to provide enough 
support to the budget in periods of a quantum drop in oil price as being experienced currently. 
This is the second time the inadequacy of GSF has been exposed by oil price shocks since 
commercial oil production started in Ghana a decade ago, the ACEP said. 
 
Need for Local Storage and Refinery. The Chamber of Petroleum Consumers - Ghana (COPEC), 
noted that some oil producers and oil fields may soon be forced to shut down production due 
to lack of storage space globally. COPEC urged the government to consider getting the local 
oil refinery back in operation to process Ghana’s oil locally. Duncan Amoah, Executive Director 
of COPEC also asked the government to consider helping the Bulk Oil Storage and 
Transportation Company Limited (BOST) to get a credit line or an open credit system in place 
immediately to stock oil.  Ghana’s sole oil refinery Tema is continuing to operate 
intermittently after years of stopping and starting due to technical and financial problems. 
The crude distillation unit (CDU) only has one furnace and is operating at around 25 000-26 
000 barrels per day (b/d).  The ministry of energy is in the process of submitting a proposal to 
build a new refinery in Tema to replace the current 45 000 b/d Tema Oil Refinery. Separately, 
the government plans on building a 150 000 b/d refinery in Takoradi. 
 
Oil Export Measurement to Be Standardised. The Ghana Standards Authority (GSA) and the 
Petroleum Commission (PC) agreed to collaborate to standardise the measurement of 
Ghana’s oil meant for export. It followed concerns raised by some Civil Society Organisations 
(CSOs) about the metering system used by multinational companies producing oil in Ghana. 
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The Director General of the GSA, Alex Dodoo, said that the measurement of oil meant for 
export cannot be left in the hands of foreigners, calling on relevant state institutions in the oil 
and gas industry to collaborate with the GSA to protect Ghanaian interest in the export of oil. 
According to him, relying on the buyer to determine the number of barrels of oil exported 
puts the country in a disadvantaged position. Section 3 (d) (v) of the Petroleum Commission 
Act 821, mandates the Commission to ensure compliance with fiscal metering requirements 
in petroleum production activities. 
 
Aker Energy Postpone Development of Pecan Field.  Aker Energy and license partners, Lukoil, 
the Ghana National Petroleum Corporation (GNPC) and Fuel Trade decided to postpone the 
development of the Pecan field in the Deepwater Tano Cape Three Points block offshore 
Ghana due to global disruptions caused by the Covid-19 pandemic. Aker Energy and its 
partners had an aggressive plan to deploy cutting edge technology to develop the Pecan Field 
and had in February 2020, entered into a Letter of Intent (LOI) with Yinson to award contracts 
for the floating, production, storage and offloading (FPSO) vessel at the Pecan field. The 
company also awarded the contract for geotechnical and geophysical survey services to Fugro 
Ghana Ltd (Fugro) for the Pecan field, while ramping up the organisation with both technical 
and support personnel to commence the project during the summer of 2020. Kadijah Amoah, 
Country Director, of Aker Energy Ghana Ltd, said the main reason for the postponement is the 
significant restrictions imposed due to the coronavirus and this has led to the reduction of 
capacity on the supply side. Yinson Holdings Bhd also announced the cancellation of the long-
term FPSO vessel charter job in Ghana valued at over US$2 billion. As per the LOI, Yinson will 
still be paid retainer fees on a monthly basis. 
 
Tullow Terminates Maersk Drilling Contract. Maersk Drilling announced that it received 
notice from Tullow Oil that it would be terminating its contract for services related to its 
drilling program offshore Ghana which was to utilise the Maersk Venturer drillship. Since 
February 2018, Maersk Venturer worked for Tullow offshore Ghana with an expected end of 
contract in February 2022. The rig is now expected to end the contract in June 2020.  Tullow 
terminated the contract as part of saving measures. In March 2020 Tullow announced its 2020 
capex at US$350 million, which marks a 30% cut compared to the previous year.  
 
CBOD Wants to Increase Fuel Supply to Mali.  The Chamber of Bulk Oil Distributors (CBOD) 
said it was ready to significantly increase Ghana’s share of the supply market for petroleum 
products to landlocked countries in the West African sub-region to 50%. Currently, landlocked 
countries such as Mali and Burkina Faso are getting a majority of their petroleum products 
from companies in Ivory Coast, Benin and Niger, with Ghana only supplying about 1% of 
products to Mali.  The demand for petroleum products such as gasoline, gasoil and LPG in Mali 
are around 1.7 million metric tonnes per year. During a meeting between CBOD and Mali’s 
National Office for Petroleum Products (ONAP) issues hampering the trade in petroleum 
products were discussed. These include the high transaction cost that comes with the transfer 
of funds from banks in francophone countries to Ghana, the long distance between Ghana 
and landlocked countries, as well as high taxes on Ghanaian petroleum products meant for 
re-exports. CBOD CEO, Senyo Hosi, said that Ghana lost significant ground to the likes of 
Senegal, Cote d’Ivoire, Benin and Niger. “Our ability to optimise the utilisation of our assets, 
particularly the storage facilities we have in Ghana, will also be dependent on our ability to 
influence the volumes that are triggered in landlocked countries,” he said. Hosi said the CBOD 
would work with the government and other stakeholders to improve the trade in petroleum 
products with Mali. 
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The head of the Malian delegation to Ghana, the Deputy Director General at ONAP, Issa 
Kondo, said they would welcome an increase in products from Ghana. Kondo added that “Mali 
is a very open country, so apart from Ghanaian companies supplying Malian companies, there 
are also projects that as a county we want to undertake in terms of investment in storage 
capabilities.” He said the purpose of the visit was to discuss solutions to pertinent export 
trading concerns negatively impacting the petroleum products trade between Mali and 
Ghana, strategise to boost the trade and create stronger ties between both Ghana and Mali’s 
petroleum industries. The Malian delegation also expressed concerns about the exchange rate 
fluctuations in relation to the US dollar, which increases transaction costs, making products 
from Ghana relatively uncompetitive. The delegation added that the price of petroleum 
products from Ghana is relatively higher because of Ghana’s 50ppm fuel quality specification. 
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Risk Assessment 
Baseline risk levels have been garnered from a variety of publically available, methodologically 
rigorous indices. These are the World Bank Governance Indicators, Transparency 
International’s Corruptions Perception Index, and Doing Business 2013. In order to generate 
a full range of sub-risk factors it has also been necessary to select a number of other 
data/knowledge sources. In this respect, the following sources have also been utilised: 
International Crisis Group, Human Rights Watch, Amnesty International, the United Kingdom 
Foreign & Commonwealth Office, the United States Department of State, the CIA. While these 
sources have been used to determine the baseline for each of the risk factors and sub-factors, 
changes to risk levels thereafter, that is on a monthly basis, will be based on the research, 
knowledge and expertise of KCCL analysts.  
Approach 
 
There are multiple approaches to identifying, capturing and representing risks.  The 
complexity and detail tend to derive around the number of risk levels in any given approach 
and according to the area of application – for example, whether the risk assessment will be 
used in construction, health, education, natural hazard response, and so on.  
 
All approaches use the same conventional 
‘calculation’ in making a judgement on the level of 
risk. The calculation is: ‘likelihood x 
impact/consequences = level of risk (risk score)’.  
Likelihood is defined as the chance of a risk 
happening and impact as the amount/scale of loss 
or damage if the risk happened.  Figure 6 is a 3 x 3 
matrix that provides 9 cells, but only 3 levels of 
risk.  It is designed to provide a non-numerical risk 
level such as ‘likely/minor’ or ‘possible/minor’.  
Therefore, this approach has been modified to 
include a numerical value so that comparisons can 
be made across risk factors and across countries.  
It is very important to note that strict comparisons 
across the levels should be used with caution as the nature and level of risk within each 
country will be unique, even though the general factors are the same.  Therefore, it is 
necessary to be cognizant of the detailed context that is provided for each section in each 
monthly report. 
 
In designing the risk assessment was crucial that the approach be both rigorous and, just as 
importantly, that the output be of practical utility. Therefore, KCCL combined a form of risk 
matrix that incorporates likelihood and impact, but represents this on a linear numerical scale 
ranging from 1 to 5.  It has been necessary to include both aspects as the former is more 
effective in differentiating between different consequences and in providing more rigour, 
validity and reliability in capturing and reporting risk, while the simple numerical and colour-
coded scale provides an intuitive, ‘at-a-glance’ understanding of the level of risk involved with 
a particular factor or country. 
 
Figure 6 is the output that has been constructed for this purpose and which is included at the 
beginning of each section and, at a consolidated level, in the executive summary.  The 
complete risk database, including all sub-factors, has been constructed in a stand-alone Excel 
file, the data from which can provide inputs to various forms of analysis and graphical 
representation such as tables, graphs, and pie charts.  All tables are a shortened form of figure 

Figure 6: 3 x 3 Risk Matrix 
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7, which includes the following columns: a numerical risk level; a colour-coded risk level 
combined with a simple descriptor; a trend indicator (see Trend Key below); and a definition 
that details a concise explication of the likelihood of a specific risk impacting upon operations 
(defined as personnel and assets) and the level of response required. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 7: Risk Level Explanation 
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Annexure 
Risk factors and sub-risk factors 
The following tables provide consolidated risk levels across all factors and sub-factors.  
 
Figure 8: Consolidated Political Risk 

 
Figure 9: Consolidated Operational Risk 

* TI’s Corruption Perceptions Index 2019 ranks Ghana 80/180, with a score of 41/100.  The CPI 2018 rank was 
78/1780, with a score of 41.   
** Doing Business 2020 ranks Ghana as 118 from 190 economies. This is a slide from 114 in 2019 ranking. 
 

Figure 10: Consolidated Security Risk 

 

Figure 11: Consolidated Economic Risk 
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Operational 

Inf. Air 3 Stable  
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Inf. Power 3 Stable 

Inf. Rail 4 Stable 

Inf. Roads 4 Improving 

Inf. Water 3 Stable 

Natural Hazards 3 Stable 

Corruption* 3 Deteriorating 

Bureaucracy** 3 Stable 

Reputation 3 Deteriorating 

Labour Militancy 2 Deteriorating 

Environmental 
Activism/Legislation 

2 Stable 
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Security 

Terrorism 2 Stable  
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2020 

Insurgency 1 Stable 

Public Order 3 Stable 

External Threats 2 Stable 

Crime 3 Stable 

Security Services 3 Deteriorating 

Risk Zones 3 Stable 

Risk Factor Sub-risk factor Level Trend Month Year 

 
Economic 

Inflation 3 Stabilising  
Feb 

 
2020 Monetary Aspects 3 Stable 

Fiscal Aspects 4 Stable 

Capital Controls 3 Stable 
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• The Africa Report, www.theafricareport.com 

• Panapress, http://www.panapress.com  

• Transparency International, https://www.transparency.org/ 

• World Bank, Ease of Doing Business, www.doingbusiness.org/rankings 

• World Bank Governance Indicators, www.data.worldbank.org/data-
catalog/worldwide-governance-indicators 

• United Nations Development Programme,  
www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home.html 

• Centre for International and Strategic Studies (CSIS), https://www.csis.org/ 

• Royal United Services Institute (RUSI), https://rusi.org/ 

• Chatham House, https://www.chathamhouse.org/ 

• Amnesty International, https://www.amnesty.org/en/ 

• Human Rights Watch, https://www.hrw.org/ 

• Organisation of Economic and Coordination & Development (OECD), www.oecd.org/ 

• The African Union, https://au.int/ 

• IMANI Center for Policy and Education, www.imaniafrica.org/ 

• Ghana Anti-corruption Coalition, www.gaccgh.org/ 

• Ghana Petroleum Register, https://www.ghanapetroleumregister.com/ 
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