
 

June, 2020 Newsletter  

Dear Members, 

 

After months of lockdown, most European countries have started reopening for business and 

leisure. Its citizens are beginning to make plans with a feeling of uneasy hope: has the curve 

really peaked and is it descending fast enough. Well not in Liberia it seems where the cases are 

increasing and nearing 800 although the death toll seems to lack behind. I would like to divert 

you attention from this pandemic and link you to one of the great universities of the Netherlands 

with an immense impact on international students and the food situation in the world See a short 

intro below and follow the link to explore the options at Wageningen University.  

Stay Safe your LNBCC team   

About Wageningen 

Wageningen University & Research is a collaboration between Wageningen University and the 

Wageningen Research foundation. 

„To explore the potential of nature to improve the quality of life‟ 

That is the mission of Wageningen University & Research. Over 6,500 employees and 12,000 students from more 

than hundred countries work everywhere around the world in the domain of healthy food and living environment for 

governments and the business community-at-large. 

Read more  

Liberia: Sen. Dillon to Submit Bill to Set US$5k as 

Maximum Salary for Public Officials 

Montserrado County Senator Abraham Darius Dillon says he would be submitting a bill prior to 

the submission to the FY2020/201 Budget that would set US$5,000 as maximum salary for 

public officials. 

Senator Dillon maintained that public service should be seen as “service to country and people 

and not service to pocket 

Senator Dillon said he has for one fiscal year lived on 

US$5,000, giving the remaining US$3000 to the county and 

yet, he has been able to maintain the sanctity and integrity of 

the office of the Montserrado County Senator. He made the 

disclosure on Monday when he dedicated a lavatory facility 

that was built as part of projects carried out from the 

https://www.wur.nl/en/About-Wageningen.htm


US$3,000 donation he makes to the Montserrado County every month. 

The US$3,000 he gives to the county every month is part of his US$8,000 monthly salary and 

benefits as a lawmaker. 

During his political campaign to become Senator for Montserrado County, Dillon promised that 

he would not need more than US$5,000 as salary and any amount above that would go to the 

county to fund development projects. Sen. Dillon: “The reason I deduct the money from my 

salary every month is to let the people of Liberia know that public officials in my bracket can 

live on US$5,000 and give the balance money to the country. Now, it would be more impactful if 

all of us – 103 lawmakers – decide that we will take US$5,000 and give the balance in bulk to 

the country and the people. When we do that we can realize about US$400,000 every month and 

about US$4-5 million in 12 months. ”He said with such amount of money, public hospitals and 

schools can be upgraded and made more affordable for citizens. 

See more: 

Minister Tweah pleads as GOL and the EU secure US$59 

Million Agreement 

COVID-19 is present in the world including Liberia and has stalled every economic 

activity.  What remains to introspect are recovery and the strategies that will lead to them. 

In this connection, Finance and Development Planning Minister, Samuel Tweah is calling on 

partners bringing projects to Liberia to ensure that there is a strong monitoring policy that will 

allow those projects to reflect the impacts contained in their goals. As Liberia now has a ray of 

hope beyond the COVID-19 period, having secured about two agreements including the US$59 

million with the European Union seeking to address rural electrification under the Rural 

Electrification Project (REP) in the south-eastern counties, and Technical Vocational Education 

(TVET) for Liberian youthful population, 

Minister Tweah urged that there should 

be a strong monitoring and evaluation 

system by the Ministry of Education of 

this project, stressing that the definitive of 

projects in the country and quality of 

delivery is not “Fresh rate” and therefore 

need some level of improvement. The 

Minister then indicated that the 

government has treaded with caution 

about borrowing money for various 

projects because of the mountain of debt 

that the country has accumulated over the 

last ten years. He said if partners 

including the World Bank, the EU and 

others can undertake projects here, they 

https://frontpageafricaonline.com/front-slider/liberia-sen-dillon-to-submit-bill-to-set-us5k-as-maximum-salary-for-public-officials/


must ensure that they are “Transformative,” whether they are in Agriculture or other areas. He 

said because there is no monitoring and timely implementation, there is flexibility in the 

implementations of most of the projects, and the government and partners should redesign other 

projects in place of those weak ones that will yield benefits. 

https://www.liberianobserver.com/news/projects-by-partners-must-be-transformative/ 

Natural & health products to ward off COVID-19 symptoms 

The coronavirus has increased consumer interest in health and natural products. Retailers across 

Europe are reporting a big increase in the demand for food supplements, healthy foods and 

essential oils. Consumers are trying to boost their immune systems. 

Much of Europe has been in lockdown since March. However, organic and health food shops 

have stayed open. Many are benefiting from the increase in consumer demand. In France, 

specialist organic food shops have reported sales increases of over 40 percent. Holland & Barrett, 

the leading health food retailer in the UK, put a cap on supplement purchases because of the 

rising demand. Online retailer Health span revealed at the end of March 2020 that sales of 

vitamin C supplements had tripled in a week. 

Food supplements are in demand as they provide vital minerals and vitamins that can help 

protect the body from viruses. Philip Calder, a professor of nutritional immunology at the 

University of Southampton, says that they are a “safe, effective and low-cost way to support an 

optimal immune system”. 

Natural essential oils and aromatherapy products are also experiencing an increase in sales. 

Consumers want to improve their health and wellness, as well as disease prevention. Essential 

oils with antibacterial and antiviral qualities are the highest in demand. These include tea tree oil 

and eucalyptus oil. 

See more 

 

https://www.liberianobserver.com/news/projects-by-partners-must-be-transformative/
https://www.bfmtv.com/economie/pourquoi-les-francais-achetent-encore-plus-de-produits-bio-avec-le-confinement-1891456.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-8156317/Supplement-company-says-vitamin-C-sales-TRIPLED-week-amid-claim-treat-coronavirus.html
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https://neurosciencenews.com/diet-coronavirus-16234/
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https://www.cosmeticsdesign-asia.com/Article/2020/04/06/Essential-oils-and-COVID-19-Industry-warns-no-sufficient-evidence-for-efficacy-amid-sales-surge
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https://www.cbi.eu/news/natural-health-products-ward-covid-19-symptoms/?fbclid=IwAR2VPMHoh3nFXdVfiX4oQjp9xY6_MRFrSNO6Mu3Ts46U_ASpNMOQVsdfVgg


MOA Gets US$10.5M from World Bank to Mitigate 

COVID-19 Impacts on Food Security 

The Ministry of Agriculture (MOA) says the World Bank has approved US$10.5 
million funding support to the Government of Liberia (GOL) through the MoA for 

its COVID-19 food security, nutrition and livelihood plan aimed at mitigating the 
impacts of the coronavirus on the country’s food security and livelihood. 

Since the COVID-19 outbreak in Liberia, there are reports that smallholder 
farmers and other value chain 

actors are finding it difficult to 
increase production and access 

better markets due to lockdown 
restrictions. 

According to the MOA latest food 

security situation report, upon a 
recent request from the GOL, the 

funding was drawn from the 
Contingency Emergency Response 

Component (CERC) within the 
World Bank’s funded Smallholder 

Agriculture Transformation and 
Agribusiness Revitalization Project 

(STAR-P), which kicked off since 
2019 that is under the direct supervision of the MoA. 

See more: 

  

https://www.liberianobserver.com/news/moa-gets-us10m-from-world-bank-to-mitigate-covid-19-impacts-on-food-security/


Liberians Take Steps to Improve Their Livelihoods through 

EU Funded Projects 

Liberians benefit through various development projects funded by the European Union and its 

partners after the European Union allocated 279 million Euros to support Liberia‟s Good 

Governance, Agriculture, Forestry, Education, Energy and Transport sectors for the period 

between 2014 and 2020. 

In March 2020, the “European Union – Liberia Partnership Campaign for Young Media 

Professionals” gave eight journalists, four Liberians and their European counterparts, an 

opportunity to learn more about the impact of these projects on the lives of Liberians. The 

national campaign was implemented by the Delegation of the European Union to Liberia in 

partnership with the Ministry of Finance and Development Planning. 

The journalists traveled over 14 

days visiting nine projects in 

seven counties. The visited 

communities and partnering 

organizations working with the 

Delegation had insightful 

stories to share. 

Notably, the journalists met 

several communities taking 

impressive steps to improve 

their livelihood through 

agriculture. Through projects 

funded by the European Union, 

farmers improved their skills, 

and they have begun seeing the results of their hard work. 

See more: 

  

https://www.liberianobserver.com/news/liberians-take-steps-to-improve-their-livelihoods-through-eu-funded-projects/


Solidaridad Deploys Digital Tools for Agricultural Extension 

Support to Local farmers 

Solidaridad Liberia has introduced digital tools to help provide information from farmers and 

partners about agronomic activities involving the production of cocoa, oil palm, and other food 

supplies. 

Using Interactive Voice Response (IVR) platform, Solidaridad, an international civil society 

organization, is increasing access to agronomic and other production support information by 

farmers and communities that 

produce cocoa, oil palm, and other 

food staples. Part of the COVID-19 

restriction is to do distant 

communication now rather than close 

or face-to-face communication and 

for that interviews and ceremonies 

that require people to come together 

are done through teleconference. 

The platform is compatible with the 

basic features of android phones. It 

allows the targeted audience to 

receive pre-recorded messages in real-time. It is an important part of a remote support approach 

that helps Solidaridad to quickly assess ground situations to generate response plans and 

interventions. 

“At this time when physical interactions are less desired, the IVR platform helps us to reach out 

to a large number of our program beneficiaries quickly to share important information on 

COVID-19 protection protocols and to deliver other technical crop production content that aligns 

with the farming season and the cropping calendar”, says Isaac Gyamfi, Regional Director for 

Solidaridad in West Africa. 

See more: 

  

https://www.liberianobserver.com/news/solidaridad-deploys-digital-tools-for-agricultural-extension-support-to-local-farmers/


Liberia: State of Emergency Extended by 

30 Days; June 28 Airport Reopening Still 

on Course

The extension of the State of Emergency comes as Liberia continue to see moderate 

rise in the number of COVID-19 cases. 

Monrovia – As Liberia continues to experience a moderate rise in the number of COVID-

19 cases, President George Manneh Weah on Monday announced further extension of his 

State of Emergency. 



In a proclamation Monday, the President said: “I, George Manneh Weah, President of the 

Republic of Liberia, by virtue of the Authority in me vested, do hereby declare and 

proclaim an extension of the State of Emergency for a period of thirty (30) days effective 

22 June (the date of its expiration) and ending on the twenty-one (21) day of July, 2020. 

Read more  
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