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LAST NEWSLETTER OF THE YEAR 2019 
Season’s greetings from the management of the LNBCC!! 

 

 

 

                                              

 

We are delighted to present to you our monthly newsletter, normally filled with relevant stories and 

updates concerning business opportunities, LNBCC updates developments in the private sector 

and other news. However in this issue we have the following articles to share with you: 

 Overview of 2019 

 Outlook 2020 

 Members list 

This newsletter hopes to inform you on the activities that have taken place in 2019. Members that were 

unable to attend at various times might want to get more information after reading the newsletter and of 

course can contact us.  

2019 
We started off with  organising a lunch meeting to bring members together and allow for members to 

interact and get information from the market to each other that might help their business. 

LNBCC also tries to get interesting organisations and people to hold presentations on topics of interest. 

Lastly LNBCC is often partner with Dutch or international organisations that have programs in Liberia 

for which members are invited to participate.  

Below excerpts from 2019 

October 2018   
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LNBCC First Kick Off Lunch Meeting January 23, 2019 

Its members and guests were welcomed by 

Mr.  Stanley Slagmolen, LNBCC Business 

Consultant. He gave an overview of the 

LNBCC objectives as the gateway for 

Liberian and Dutch entrepreneurs and 

investors to the business sector within 

Liberia. The LNBCC launched its 1st lunch 

meeting of 2019, which was attended by her 

members, and invited guests. The event took 

place at Paddy’s Bar, Mamba Point Hotel in 

Monrovia on January 23, 2019. 
 

LNBCC Signs The Memorandum Of Understanding With NIC 
JANUARY 31, 2019 

 

The NATIONAL INVESTMENT COMMISSION (NIC) of Liberia 

represented by her Chairman Hon. Molewuleh B. Gray and the 

Liberia Netherlands Business Cultural Council (LNBCC) represented 

by its Business consultant Mr. Stanley Slagmolen have signed a 

Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on cooperation to promote 

the relation between businesses from the Netherlands and Liberia. 

The aim is to foster the growth in the Dutch Liberian trade and 

business activities. Both parties have agreed to collaborate and assist 

each other on the various projects, through sharing of information on 

business sectors, while also working towards an annual plan that will 

assist NIC in their further 3- and 5-year outlooks.  

 

 

The Liberia Netherlands Business and culture Council (LNBCC) Second 

lunch meeting  

May 14, 2019 

LNBCC’s second Lunch meeting 2019 was graced by her registered members, newly incorporated 

members and potential members who have expressed interest to join the team in the soonest time. This 

unique occasion took place at the Sajj Bar and restaurant on 18th street in Monrovia on May 14, 2019. 

On the occasion, welcome remarks were made by Mr. Stanley Slagmolen LNBCC Business Consultant 

and he spoke of the huge business potential Liberia has to offer, ranging from tourism to mining and 

agribusiness. He gave an overview of  LNBCC and its involvements in terms of entrepreneurship in the 
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business sector in Liberia. Mr. Slagmolen introduced new LNBCC members who were present at the 

meeting: Consortium of Liberian professional (CLP).  

He talked about the involvements and collaborations of member’s organization and prospects and 

informed the participants about the RVO & Evo-Fenedex visits to Liberia and mentioned training 

opportunities that are sponsored by Nuffic who represents the Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

Stanley Slagmolen also introduced the lunch keynote speaker, in person of Mr. Leo Platvoet from the 

National Democratic Institute (NDI), who coaches the Congress for Democratic Coalition (CDC) led 

government.  

 

 

 

 

Mr. Leo Platvoert presented on the NDI works in Liberia.  He spoke on training leaders of political 

parties, members of the National Legislature and community-based organizations on wholesome 

functioning of democracy. After his keynote address, cross-session of questions and answers were made. 

The lunch meeting concluded with networking amongst LNBCC members. This aspect was all about 

members sharing their progress, challenges during the past year and seeking future opportunities.  

CHOCOLATE  FESTIVAL  February 2019  
 

 
 

 

LNBCC visited the Chocoa event in Amsterdam in February 2019. Can you imagine a world without 

chocolate? No? But will it always be available and what are the challenges the makers face today? And 

did you know, just like wine, the taste of your chocolate varies depending on where the cocoa comes 

from? Yes! You can learn about all of this at Chocolate Festival. Chocolate Festival is the place where 

you learn the process from bean to bar, discover the wide variety of flavours in good cocoa and better 

chocolate, and taste many food pairings while being guided by your favourite chocolate makers. A two-

day Chocolate Festival in the heart of Amsterdam! Tasting, enjoying and discovering new flavours with 

wine, coffee and craft beer at the more than 85 stands. Come this February, 2020 and take a journey 

through the cocoa chain and learn how chocolate is being made from bean to bar. A full day programme 

of tastings and presentations given by experts. 

Visit 
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CBI the Hague (CBI) Workshop On improving the export of Cocoa from 

Liberia 
 

The workshop started at the precise hour of 10:00. During the session, Macheal Titoe gave the overview 

of workshop and purpose of CBI visits to Liberia and after which introduced the CBI team. This aspect 

was followed by self-introduction with local farmers NGOs and other guests. Lisanne who is one of CBI 

representatives read the agenda and further elaborated the functionaries of CBI which includes but not 

limited to, countries they are located, marketing information, business and exports coaching and value 

chain management cycle. Jeroen who formed part of CBI team buttressed his colleague by further 

detailing the aspect of coaching process. He also spoke on elevator speech and coaching of small 

farmers cooperatives and exporters on exports. A short video of cocoa trade fair was projected and 

summary on the expectation of CBI projects, both Sierra Leone and Liberia was explained. The 

workshop ended with questions and answers wherein ideas of participants and facilitators were shared 

across the table.  

 

A team of two NUFFIC Consultants arrived in Liberia on the 23
rd

 of May to conduct assessment, of the 

education and training capacity that exist within the areas of customs and logistics in relation to labour 

market needs. 

During their visits they had meetings 

with various Institutions in such sectors 

amongst others; Ministry of Education, 

Stella Maris Polytechnic, University of 

Liberia, Liberia Maritime, Liberia 

Revenue Authority, National Port 

Authority, Consortium of Liberian 

Professionals, Aries, CRSI, Synergy 

Solution and GIZ.  
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Guy Motchebe in interactive 

training with port operators 

Capacity building for Liberian Ports Authority 

To promote the participation of the Liberian Ports Authority to subscribe to a capacity building training 

and workshop on Port logistics provided and financed by the Dutch Government, LNP management was 

invited to experience a full training and workshop session in Freetown. The trip was fully paid by the 

program and held between 27
th

 and 30
th

 May 2019. The PORT AUTHORITY’s staff were accompanied 
by LNBCC’s  staff to Freetown and who also participated in the 

training. The organising party of these trainings and workshops is 

the RVO (Dutch Enterprise Agency) assisted by Dutch training 

institute Evo-Fenedex from The Netherlands. 

In Sierra Leone the training and workshop with PORT 

AUTHORITIES and stakeholders in the import and export sector 

was hosted by SLNBCC a sister organisation of LNBCC. PORT 

AUTHORITIES, Ministry of trade, Customs and stakeholders 

working in the logistics sector were invited to a workshop 

focussing on the efficiency of the import and export trade of Sierra 

Leone. After a very informative explanation of the Commissioner 

of customs on the measures put in place to achieve a fast and fair trade sector other participants 

highlighted the constraints met at trying to improve trade to and from Sierra Leone. The workshop 

resulted in a very lively and interactive discussion held by all participants. Final consensus:  

THERE IS A LOT OF IMPROVEMENT TO BE MADE TO COME TO A FAST AND FAIR TRADE 

PLATFORM.  

Further the participants visited the training session organised for the operators in the port. Various 

activities in a port operation were comprehensively discussed in an interactive session with operators 

from various companies and departments, working in the port. Special attention was given to operating 

risks in a port and how to prevent serious accidents. Also General port operations and the way to raise 

effectiveness were brought to the table. Interesting part was a look into the innovative developments in 

future port operations.  
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Participants in workshop in Freetown Sierra Leone 

 

Netherlands Ambassador’s Visit to Liberia, for the Launching of 

Solidaridad Projects sponsored by the Dutch Government.   

On 13
th

 of June 2019, the Ambassador of the Kingdom of the Netherlands together with the Agricultural 

advisor of the Embassy visited Liberia to launch the (SWAPP) and (CORIP) Programs. (Sustainable 

West African Palm-Oil Programme & the Cocoa Rehabilitation and Intensification Programme) The 

projects are sponsored by the Embassy of the Netherlands in Ghana. These projects seek to benefit 

42,000 Cocoa and Palm Oil farmers in 

Liberia to improve their incomes and 

livelihoods.  

The launching of the programs also included 

two field visits on the 15
th- 

16
th

 of June 2019 

The party making the field visit consisted out 

of the Ambassadors team representatives of 

Solidaridad and representatives of LNBCC. 

Sites visited on the 15
th

 were in Bong and 

Nimba Counties. Four sites were visited, by 

the team, in Fuamah District, Moanga & 

Bellemue Kpai District, Bong County and 

Copper Village, Nimba County.  
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On the 16
th

, the team visited two (2) project sites in Bomi; a demonstration of how Palm Oil was made 

in a traditional way and Ma Juma Farm a modern Palm Oil factory established by a Corporation. 

 

Nursery, Ambassador planting cacao seedlings, welcome by chief 

Left: traditional way of making palmoil. Right present hand mills 

Modern palmoil burner Left; bunch breaker and press; Right 
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The modern factory is going to be upgraded with the assistance of the project to double its production 

line in order to be able to also process product delivered by SME’s in the neighbourhood of the 
plantation. The two (2) days field visits that knowledge his and has been transferred to the participants 

of the projects and will undeniably add to improvement of the livelihood of population in the project 

areas. 

 

As part of the Ambassador`s mission to Liberia, he also had 

meetings with three Government Ministries (Commerce &; 

Industry, Health and Foreign Affairs) in order to discuss Liberia-

Netherlands relationship. The discussion centered on Solidaridad 

Project with the Embassy of the Netherlands, Health various aid 

programs ongoing, Trade and other relevant issues. 

 

 

 

 

The Ambassador’s visit ended with a cocktail reception at Mamba Point Hotel(Paddy`s Bar) with the 

Liberia-Dutch community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Liberia Netherlands Business and culture Council (LNBCC) Third  

lunch meeting June 25 2019 

LNBCC’s third lunch meeting was held at the Mamba 

Point Hotel. Mr. Lambrecht who is part of the European 

Union delegation and Team Leader of Governance and 

education.  presented a very interesting and exclusive look 

into the work carried out by the EU in Liberia and 

presented insight on EU opportunities and the EU 

functions in Liberia. Particular attention was given on the 

EUROPE-AID programs being implemented in the 
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country at present. Further a good look into the future relationship of the EU and the West African 

Region and particularly of course the future relation with Liberia was highlighted. Many questions were 

asked and a lively discussion evolved with the guests present resulting in an interactive lunch session. 

 

Mr. Slagmolen then presented the members who had subscribed to LNBCC with their Membership 

Certificates. Also new persons or organisations aspiring (4) to join LNBCC gave a short introduction of 

their respective organisations. 

United Women for sustainable Development: Mrs Denise Karway 

Liberia Materials: Amalisa Mulbah Kanusie 

Newfield drilling& Mining ; Mr Richard Lamme 

The total number of members of LNBCC now is 23. As usual LNBCC member’s had a lot to talk about 

after the meeting making it a good networking venue.  
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Bridging the Logistics Gap through Trade Facilitation Seminar 

 

 

 

 

LNBCC together with STC-Nestra, Evo Fenedex and Liberia Maritime Group organised a Seminar in 

Monrovia on Trade Facilitation. A one day workshop was organised “Bridging the Gap”, that focussed 
on the improvement of the total logistical sector from import to final destination and from producer in 

Liberia to export through the Port of Monrovia. Stakeholders in the sector were invited and various 

presentations were given by participating Ministries and Authorities as well as the private sector. The 

Workshop was opened by Mr. Slagmolen of LNBCC who indicated that Liberia is perfectly situated to 

become a transit country because of it’s unique position between neighbouring countries areas that have  
a lot of inhabitants who need goods which are imported through Monrovia Freeport and produce goods 

that need exports.  

Professor Wilson K. Tarpeh Minister of Commerce presented by Mr. Samuel R Monger, spoke on 

“Trade Facilitation and Commerce in Liberia” 

 

Mr. Roland Sunnyway representing the Port Autorities Director Mr. Tweahway informed the 

participants on “The Future of Liberia Four Ports, Bettering the Ports for Import and export Cost 
Reduction” 

Mr. Saah Saamoi Commissioner  for Customs Liberia Revenue Authority gave a speech on “Customs 
Opportunities and Challenges in Liberia Trade” 

 

Hon Charles Gono Acting Commissioner / Deputy Commissioner Liberia Maritime Authority informed 

the meeting on “Opportunity for Coastal Shipping and in Land Transport” 

 

Hon George G. Adjei Managing Director APM Terminals Liberia Limited Represented by Karl 

Gnonlonfin “Operations Effectiveness of the Freeport of Monrovia” 

 

Mr. Ivan Tumbay President National Customs Brokers Association of Liberia “Cargo Clearing in 
Liberia Opportunities and Challenges” 

 

Mr. Abraham K. Kamara President Port Trucker Association of Liberia “Port Trucking and Haulage 
in Liberia Opportunities and Challenges” 

 

Participants took part in the discussions which followed the presentations making the workshop an 

interactive event. 

http://www.nestra.net/
http://lnbcc.org/
http://www.nestra.net/
http://lnbcc.org/
http://www.nestra.net/
http://lnbcc.org/
http://www.nestra.net/
http://lnbcc.org/
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Following the Workshop 3 days of training were given in Port Equipment Management by Guy 

Motchebe one of STC’s specialists in Port operation. The training was completed by issuing a certificate 
of participation signed by STC-Nestra and hence internationally recognised. 

 

 
 

As Liberia has signed the WTO agreement parallel to the Port Equipment Management training a 

interactive training was given by STC expert Mark Muller and René van Rhenen on the effects of this 

Agreement on the Liberian Logistic Sector. Also this training was completed with the issuance of a 

certificate of participation. 
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Liberia Netherlands Business and culture Council (LNBCC) host for CBI 

technical mission  

CBI sent held a third workshop with cooperatives and farmers in Liberia. After completion CBI cocoa 

expert Jack Steijn visited various Cooperatives, farms, and exporters in Nimba and Lofa, to audit the 

entities that were selected for their program.  

 

 

Presenting Post Finance International  

In Liberia an interesting, international initiative is underway to modernise the post offices and establish a 

Postbank. The initiative aims to achieve a comprehensive corporate and digital transformation of Liberia 

Post bringing it line with international standards. Especially the 15 rural post offices will be leveraged to expand 

financial inclusion and to bring down the cost of receiving 

remittances from overseas. Also small trade and employment will 

see improvement. 

  

PostFinance International Development represents a unique 

concept acting as an enabler and accelerator for expansion of digital 

and financial access through postal networks with a focus on the 

un(der)banked / un(der)served sectors and communities.  

PostFinance International Development BV, its involved 

management, experts and staff have undertaken more than 70 

projects in more than 50 countries in relation to postal (financial) 

services. 

 

Liberia Netherlands Business and culture Council (LNBCC) Fourth  

lunch meeting December 10 2019 

This meeting was held at Paddy’s bar Mamba Point. OBT, Local Farm Incorporated and Liberia 
Maritime presented themselves to the meeting. Information on these members will be posted on the 

Website and Facebook page.  
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LNBCC’s will dedicate 2020 to the issue of plastics. This will coincide with the desire of Local Farm 

Incorporated who also have a waste management division and are in the process of starting up a project 

to recycle plastic. 

Further LNBCC is contacting Dutch organisations that are looking for expansion in agriculture in 2020. 

 

  

 

 

Finally we are closing for the Christmas period and will reopen our office in January 2020  

SORRY!   
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Newsletter by: 

 

 

 

Tracy Kollie 

Project officer  

 Tracylnbcc2018@gmail.com 

+231886975388 

+231777975388  

Stanley Slagmolen 

Business consultant 

stanley.lnbcc@gmail.com 

+231880728725 

+31654306851 
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