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MERRY CHRISMAS AND A PROPERUS NEW YEAR 

This year was supposed to be all about plastic recycling and 

renewable energy, with a frenzy of publications and events 

leading up to the a possible startup project in an combined effort 

between Dutch and Liberian partners. The pandemic then 

forced us to change our planned schedules and activities, 

certainly in terms of meetings held.  

With some major plot twists, this past year has undoubtedly left its mark on how the world goes 

round. We had several lockdowns in Liberia and presently the Netherlands is having its second 

heavy lockdown to try and control this virus. Meanwhile it seems to have low impact in Liberia.  

We pray that all of you will be able to celebrate this Christmas safe and healthy. Looking up to 

2021 to be a year that will return to normalcy and allow us to have an active year.   

Your LNBCC team 

Liberian cocoa sector in Cooperation with CBI opts to join 

the Cocoa of Excellence Program in Paris 2021 

The Cocoa of Excellence Programme was established in 2009 to safeguard cocoa flavour 

diversity and improve farmers‘ livelihoods through the promotion of high quality cocoa origins. 

The Cocoa of Excellence Programme is the entry point for cocoa producers to participate in the 

International Cocoa Awards, the most prestigious global competition that recognizes the work of 

cocoa farmers and celebrates the quality and flavour diversity of cocoas produced around the 

world. The award ceremony takes place every two years, at the Salon du Chocolat in Paris, the 

biggest international annual trade fair for the cocoa and chocolate industry. The Programme 

brings together leading sensory evaluation experts and the chocolate industry to reward the best 
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producers for their exceptional and unique cocoa with the Ministry of Agriculture the National 

Organizing Committee was set up to work on getting the Liberian cocoa to be at the Paris Salon 

Du Chocolat awards 

A training session of 4 days was set up with the aid of CBI, who send a very professional trainer 

to train the NOC in performing sensory testing to of raw cocoa beans and later of tasting cocoa 

liquor. 

Fourteen participants joined the training and at the end thanked Mrs Kassi the trainer for her very 

elaborate and complete education of the group. The first session which took place in Monrovia 

will be followed up by a factual training in tasting the liquor made of cocoa beans sent from 

Liberia. Beans have been sent by Liberian cooperatives and farmers to Ivory Coast Research 

institute to test and make cocoa. 

Emergi holds funding evening in Monrovia for developing 

electric kehkehs 
 

An opportunity for Liberia 

The promise of electric auto rickshaws is overwhelming. They lead to reduced carbon dioxide 

emissions; cleaner air and less noise in the streets; and extra income for the drivers. Countries 

like India and Sri Lanka have been successful markets for the introduction of these electric auto 

rickshaws as they offer affordable and convenient ways of transportation. In recent years the 

West African market for gasoline-powered auto rickshaws, in Liberia called kekehs, has been 

surging. They are swiftly shooting through the zigzagging  

streets. Now it is time to introduce kekehs that run on clean energy and are more reliable and 

more affordable. We believe that this renewable energy solution will create massive economic 

and social impact. The West African market is ready for an electric vehicle revolution! 

 

 
 
Emergi (NL LR) is developing renewable energy solutions that create economic and social value. 
Adding on to the crowd funding action for 3 electric kekehs an after work support event was 
organised in Monrovia at SPARKs hilltop office.  
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Information was shared on the progress of the design and development of the kehkehs, which is 

being done together with University of Delft the Netherlands, Solartechno and Inholland 

Composites. 

New electric kehkehs will have a solar panel which produces ⅓ of the energy  Also a gps tracker 

will be installed that will maximise the drivers productivity additional features like mobile 

money will improve payment efficiency 

During the event an interactive presentation was held with active participation of the visitors. 

 

The Future of Liberia’s Mining Industry: Young UL  

Trained Geologists Making Headway at Bea Mountain 

An agreement between the Ministry of Mines and Energy and Bea Mountain Mining Company is 

showing great prospect as young Liberian mining engineers, who are beneficiaries of the 

program, take significant steps into becoming the future experts of the country‘s industrial gold 

mining sector. 

The arrangement, which is akin to an internship program, is otherwise known as the secondment 

program. It involves the assigning of young university graduates by the Ministry to the private 

mining company where they are given the chance to advance their experience in the technical 

and practical aspects of the mining profession. ―It is a provision of the Mineral Development 

Agreement for the purpose of knowledge transfer,‖ explains Mr. Debar Allen, General Manager 

of Bea Mountain. ―While there is no guarantee of employment after the two-year program, as we 

expand, the intention is to hire the best of 

these Secondees when possible. ‖The 

company in October, employed four of the 

secondees – giving them a job that they have 

always desired. 

―My plan was to be a mining engineer; not 

just to go to school but to be a piratical 

mining engineer. So, with this job I am 

happy that I‘m practicing my filed of 

studies,‖ says Fatumata Binta Barrie, 36, 

who is the only female amongst the four 

recently employed by Liberia‘s first 

industrial gold mining company. 

―Thanks to the Bea Mountain family for incorporating me into their system; I appreciate it and 

I‘m calling on all of my female friends out there that they can take the challenge and do their 

best like me.‖ 

https://www.solartechno.com/
http://inhollandcomposites.nl/
http://inhollandcomposites.nl/
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Read more: 

Liberia Moves One Step Closer to Defining Its Tourism 

Brand Identity 
The Ministry of Information, Cultural Affairs and Tourism in collaboration with the International 

Trade Centre (ITC), a joint agency of the World Trade 

Organization and the United Nations, held its second tourism 

branding and marketing workshop with a cross-section of 

Liberia‘s tourism stakeholders. Participants, online via zoom 

and in-person at the Cape Hotel in Mamba Point, held a full 

day of discussions on Liberia‘s tourism brand identity, which 

once created, will represent the Country‘s comprehensive 

tourism offerings and value to the global and domestic visitor 

markets. Dr. Mike Fabricious, International Tourism 

Consultant for the ITC and the facilitator for the workshop 

presented on, the definition of a destination brand and implications for Liberia; Differentiating 

Liberia from competitors, and the characteristics and essence of the Liberia tourism brand. 

―These engagements will guide a branding and marketing strategy and action plan for the 

Liberian tourism sector.  We will also formulate guidelines and mechanism for sustainable 

tourism governance and management in coastal areas, focusing on Robertsport as a surf tourism 

destination,‖ said Dr. Fabricius.  

 
 
Palm oil plantation, Mining diamonds, Kpatawee waterfalls, Sunset beach, schoolkids 

Read More:. 

https://frontpageafricaonline.com/business/liberia-the-future-of-liberias-mining-industry-young-ul-trained-geologists-making-heatwaves-at-bea-mountain/
https://www.liberianobserver.com/news/liberia-moves-one-step-closer-to-defining-its-tourism-brand-identity/


 October 2018   

LAST NEWSLETTER  OF THE YEAR 2020   

High-level UN Delegation Visits ArcelorMittal Liberia 
The Resident Coordinator a.i. of the United Nations (UN) in Liberia, Kingsley O. Amaning, 

commended ArcelorMittal Liberia (AML) for its contributions to Liberia‘s economic 

development and the numerous opportunities created by the company in jobs and the provision 

of much-needed services in education and healthcare According to an ArcelorMittal release, the 

latest acknowledgement was made, when Mr. 

Amaning, at the head of a high-power delegation, paid a day-long field visit to the ArcelorMittal 

Liberia mining concession and operational areas in Yekepa, Nimba County where ArcelorMittal 

Liberia produces 

approximately 5mtpa 

(Million tons per annum) of 

Direct Shipment Iron Ore 

and operates the  full value 

chain of mining, crushing, 

rail and port operations. 

ArcelorMittal Liberia also 

operates hospitals and 

schools as a true long-term 

partner in the community. 

 

 

 

The courtesy visit was intended for the UN team to get a first-hand understanding of the scale of 

investment and mining activity by ArcelorMittal, and to learn more about the company‘s plan for 

the future. Others on the visit included Christiana Solomon, Peace and Development Advisor, 

Head, Political, Peace and Development Unit, and Manuel D. Filipe, Development Coordination 

Officer and Economist also in the Office of the United Nations Resident Coordinator. 

During the visit, the team toured the Gangra and Tokadeh Mines and the state-of-the-art 

ArcelorMittal Liberia Vocational Training Center (VTC), where they expressed delight for the 

quality of vocational education and training being provided by the company, having been briefed 

by VTC Manager Dawie Loots. 
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Read More: 

Liberia and the United States: Fifty-Nine Years of 

Development Partnership 

On November 3, 1961, President John F. Kennedy signed the Foreign Assistance Act, creating 

the United States Agency for International Development (USAID)—the world‘s premier 

development agency that has been delivering 

development results in more than one hundred countries 

on virtually every continent for 59 years.  Fittingly, 

Liberia was among the first countries in which USAID 

established a mission and today many iconic Liberian 

institutions stand as powerful testaments to the 

development results we have jointly achieved over the 

years.  Some of those institutions, almost as old as 

USAID itself, are  embodiments of the special ties that 

bind our two  countries and peoples. 

 

The John F. Kennedy (JFK) Medical Center is one of 

those institutions–the result of an October 1961 Oval 

Office meeting between President John F. Kennedy and President William V.S. Tubman.  That 

meeting made President Tubman one of the first world leaders to meet President Kennedy, and 

secured the new American President‘s commitment to help Liberia establish a first rate medical 

institution, capable of providing Liberians quality care and training succeeding generations of 

health care professionals.  

In 1965, just four years after its founding, 

USAID made good on that commitment, 

extending Liberia a $16 million assistance 

package to establish a national medical center. 

Many Liberians still remember the deep sense 

of national pride felt across Liberia when the 

modern, fully equipped, professionally staffed, 

and appropriately named John F. Kennedy 

Medical Center opened its door in 1971 as one 

of the best tertiary health care providers in all of 

https://www.liberianobserver.com/news/high-level-un-delegation-visits-arcelormittal-liberia/
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Sub-Saharan Africa at the time.   

Today, almost fifty years later, and with continued USAID assistance, the JFK Medical Center 

continues to sit at the apex of Liberia‘s health care system, annually providing care for thousands 

of Liberians and producing a regular stream of medical doctors and nurses through its component 

institutions, the A.M. Dogliotti College of Medicine and the Tubman National Institute of 

Medical Arts. 

 

Read More: 

College Graduate Cashes in on Fish Farming to Beat 

Unemployment 

From afar, the Sustainable Fish Farm Enterprise 

situated in Kaibar, a residential community 

outside the Barnersville Estate, seems difficult 

to tell whether it is a farm. One would assume 

that the plastic tanks filled with water are 

samples of failed pools experiment for kids.  

But what is seen from afar as pools are exactly 

fish ponds built by Alfred K. Borbor, who holds 

an undergraduate degree in management. Alfred 

embarked on fish farming after failed attempts 

to secure a job in his field of specialization. The 

internet played a key part in his decision. 

―I strived to get a job. So I asked myself, ‗what I can do to 

empower myself, instead of sending applications here and 

there?‘ I started researching on the internet. I came across a 

couple of things and the one I found suitable for me was 

Fish Farming,‖ says Alfred. 

―I found it very interesting to see a white man digging the 

earth; I began to consider the standard of living in Europe 

and that of Liberia. Obviously, there are more opportunities 

https://www.liberianobserver.com/opinion/usaid-at-59/
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on that side of the world than here. So I asked myself, ‗what is stopping me from doing 

something like this; if a white man can do this why can‘t I do the same?‖ 

According to the Liberia Institute of Statistics and Geo-Information Services (LIGIS), one in 

every three young people in the labor force is unemployed in the country. Half of young 

Liberians are working, but the quality of employment is often low, which does not allow the 

youth (and the country) to make the most of their economic potential. Youth unemployment and 

underemployment also represent a major cost to Liberian society in economic, political and 

societal terms, says LIGIS.  

Read More: 
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