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LNBCC FIRST KICK OFF LUNCH MEETING JANUARY 23, 2019 
 

The members and guests were welcomed by Mr. 

Stanley Slagmolen LNBCC Business Consultant. 

He gave an overview of the LNBCC objectives as 

gateway for Liberian and Dutch entrepreneurs and 

investors to the business sector within Liberia. The 

LNBCC launched its 1st lunch meeting of 2019, 

which was attended by her members, and invite 

guests. . The event took place at Paddys Bar, 

Mamba Point Hotel in Monrovia on January 23, 

2019. 

 

He further introduced Ghana Netherlands Business 

Cultural Council (GNBCC) General Manager Mr. 

Tjalling Wiarda who is presently in the country for a 

short visit. Mr. Wiarda extended thanks and 

appreciation 

to the LNBCC 

team for the 

work done. The General Manager gave a synopsis of the 

GNBCC functioning in Ghana and Liberia and business 

opportunities between the Dutch and Liberia 

entrepreneurs. He further lamented on training 

opportunities with some Dutch entrepreneurs like RVO 

& Evo-fenedex that should be starting soon.  

 

After his short presentation, Mr. Slagmolen presented 

certificates of Membership to LNBCC members present. 

A number of questions came after the presentation. The 

event ended up with networking among LNBCC 

members. Access Bank, one of the LNBCC Premium 

members presented a power point on Financing and 

loans



LNBCC WITH NIC SIGNS THE MEMORANDUM OF 

UNDERSTANDING; JANUARY 31, 2019 
 

 

The National Investment Commission (NIC) of Liberia 

represented by her Chairman Hon. Molewuleh B. Gray 

and the Liberia Netherlands Business Cultural Council 

(LNBCC) represented by its Business consultant Mr. 

Stanley Slagmolen have signed a Memorandum of 

Understanding (MoU) on cooperation to promote the 

relation between businesses from the Netherlands and 

Liberia. 

 

 The aim is to foster the growth in the Dutch Liberian 

trade and business activities. Both parties have agreed to 

collaborate and assist each other on the various projects, 

through sharing of information on business sectors, 

while also working towards an annual plan that will 

assist NIC in their further 3 and 5 year outlooks. 

 

 

 

 

 

LIBERIA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE SCHEDULES MEETING WITH 

PRESIDENT WEAH OVER DWINDLING ECONOMY 
 

The EC of the Chamber, which is the representative 

voice of the business community, voted 

unanimously to reach out to H. E. Dr. George 

Manneh Weah, President of the Republic of Liberia 

and his Economic Management Team (EMT) for his 

intervention to discuss and find timely solutions to 

the economic challenges faced by the country. 

 

In consideration of the proposed meeting with H.E. 

President of the republic of Liberia, Dr. George 

Manneh Weah and his economic team, the chamber, is requesting the consideration, and good 

faith indulgence of all government bodies including the: Liberia Revenue Authority (LRA), 

National Port Authority (NPA), Global Tracking & Maritime Solutions (GTMS), APM 

Terminal (AMPT), Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), National Public Health Institute 

of Liberia (LNPHIL), to suspend the introduction and/or implementation of any new or recently 

activated levies and/or fees on their books or those being administered by service concession 

contractors.   



Source: https://frontpageafricaonline.com/business/liberia-chamber-of-commerce-schedules-me 

eting-with-pres-weah-over-dwindling-economy/ 

 

 

CHOCOLATE FESTIVAL 
 

Can you imagine a world without chocolate? No? 

But will it always be available and what are the 

challenges the makers face today? And did you 

know, just like wine, the taste of your chocolate 

varies depending on where the cocoa comes 

from?  

 

Yes! You can learn about all of this at Chocolate 

Festival. Chocoa Festival is the place where you 

learn the process from bean to bar, discover the 

wide variety of flavours in good cocoa and better 

chocolate, and taste many food pairings while 

being guided by your favourite chocolate makers. 

 

A two day Chocolate Festival in the heart of Amsterdam! Tasting, enjoying and discovering new 

flavours with wine, coffee and craft beer at the more than 85 stands. Take a journey through the 

cocoa chain and learn how chocolate is being made from bean to bar. A full day programme of 

tastings and presentations given by experts. 

 

Visit: Chocoa.nl 

 

 

 

LIBERIA’S SECURITY SITUATION EXAGGERATED 
 

CGGC’s Staff during the interview (2018) Deputy General Manager Jason Dong (2ndfrom 

left) and Public Relationship Manager David K. Wheaton (1stfrom left) 

 

Monrovia –The spokesperson of a Chinese rock-

blasting Company has expressed dismay over 

over-blowing of Liberia’s security situation by 

Liberians and foreigners. 

He said, after his business trip to Liberia was 

announced, some of his compatriots told him 

Liberia was is a dangerous terrain foreign 

business people. 

“And, when I entered Liberia, some Liberians 

told me, ‘don’t go here…don’t come here…you 

will be robbed’,” said Mr. Jason Dong, Deputy 

Managing Director of China Dezhoudua Group 

https://frontpageafricaonline.com/business/liberia-chamber-of-commerce-schedules-meeting-with-pres-weah-over-dwindling-economy/
https://frontpageafricaonline.com/business/liberia-chamber-of-commerce-schedules-meeting-with-pres-weah-over-dwindling-economy/


Corporation (CGGC) Limited, in an interview with a team of Liberian journalists at the 

Company’s office in Congotown, in December, 2018. 

 

However, the Chinese explained further, he’s seeing a Liberian security environment 

different from the kind described to him in China and in Liberia. 

 

“For a long time, since I came here, I walk or jog alone during nighttime, nobody threatens. In 

fact, Liberians, strangers, show me love and give me gifts. Liberia is safe, unlike the picture 

shown me while I was in China, and had been having in the early period of business mission in 

Liberia,” he enumerated. 

 

Mr. Dong was responding to a journalist’s question about his observation about security 

situation in Liberia for himself or his Company. 

 

The main topic for discussion was reasons for CGGC’s mission in Liberia and 

challenges encountered the Company from the inception of its operations. CGGC, a 

Chinese State-owned Company, entered into Liberia in 2015. 

 

Read more: https://frontpageafricaonline.com/business/economy/liberias-security-situation-

exaggerated  

 

 

 

 

LIBERIA: MSF TEAM PERFORMS PLASTIC RECONSTRUCTIVE 

SURGERIES 
 

An MSF team performs plastic reconstructive surgery on a six-year-old boy at MSF’s Hospital 

in Monrovia, Liberia, in January 2019. He required surgery due to facial burns suffered several 

years ago. 

 

MONROVIA - Doctors Without 

 

Borders/Médecins Sans Frontières 

(MSF) team performed  41 

pediatric plastic reconstructive 

surgeries this month in Monrovia, 

Liberia, building on a one-year-old 

pediatric surgery program at MSF’s 

Bardnesville Junction Hospital. 

 

In some cases, these surgeries will 

allow children to recover the use of 

hands or limbs that were disabled by 

burns. Other patients underwent 

surgery for congenital anomalies such as syndactyly, in which fingers were paired together at 

https://frontpageafricaonline.com/business/economy/liberias-security-situation-exaggerated/
https://frontpageafricaonline.com/business/economy/liberias-security-situation-exaggerated/


birth. The effort was led by Dr. Stefan Krieger, a longtime MSF surgeon and specialist in 

reconstructive hand surgery. 

“In the best-case scenario we can make a hand work properly so the patients in the future will be 

able to write and eventually work normally,” Dr. Krieger said. Plastic reconstructive surgery is 

one of several subspecialties of pediatric surgery, each of which requires a high level of training. 

 

“A pediatric plastic surgeon has the expertise to operate on the thumb of a child who’s only one 

year old—from the bones to the blood vessels,” said Dr. Andrew Dimitri, MSF’s medical 

referent in Liberia. “There is a very small margin of error.” 

 

For more info see: https://frontpageafricaonline.com/health/liberia-msf-team-performs-plastic-

reconstructive-surgeries 

 

 

 

TACKLING WASTE: CITIES ALLIANCE DONATES TO SMALL 

SANITATION FIRMS IN LIBERIA 
 

Paynesville – The Cities Alliance 

Liberia Country Programme with 

funding from the European Union (EU) 

has delivered starter kits to three 

Community Based Enterprises 

sanitation firms and the National 

Association of Community Based 

Enterprises (NACOBE). 

 

These CBEs are operating in the 

primary waste “hot spot areas” of Red 

Light market light Market, West point 

community and Clara town. 

The donation intends to help support 

primary waste collection and to address some of the Logistical challenges the CBEs face 

during the rainy season. The provision of the starter kits was based on the earlier logistical 

needs highlighted by the CBEs during the capacity building workshop addressing solid waste 

management in the rainy season and reducing the impact of climate change hosted by Cities 

Alliance on 18th October 2018 in Monrovia. Speaking on Tuesday January 22 after the 

presenting the equipment to the CBEs, Francisco Juarez, program head of Cities Alliance, 

stressed that CBEs are vital to the waste management of any city and they should be supported 

in order to tackle waste. 

 

“I believe Community Based Enterprises are private enterprises but with a community based 

approach. That’s the big difference and I think that’s the system that has to be really 

strengthen,” Juarez said. 

 

https://frontpageafricaonline.com/health/liberia-msf-team-performs-plastic-reconstructive-surgeries
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The donation of the starter kits, which comprised of rain gears, gloves, rakes and shovels, is 

under the EU funded project ” Delivering Climate-Resilient Solid Waste Management Services 

in Greater Monrovia.” 

 

The project, among other things, seeks to address the immediate health, social and economic 

effects of climate change by building on the long-term support to the Government of Liberia to 

achieve the objectives set out in global agendas, including the Global Climate Change Alliance 

(GCCA/GCCA+) and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 

 

Cities Alliance, which is partner of cities across the world, focuses on global partnership for 

urban poverty reduction promoting and strengthening the role of cities in sustainable 

development. It also offers support to cities and development partnerships to foster effective 

local government, promoting an active citizenship and encouraging pro-poor public and 

private investment. 

 

Source:https://frontpageafricaonline.com/business/tackling-waste-city-alliance-donates-to-

small-sanitati on-firms-in 

 

 

 

ABOUT ONE OF OUR MEMBERS 

 

Corporate Resource Specialists International(CRSI), is a registered, woman-owned, Human 

Resources recruiter, established 2014 to provide the services of identifying suitable employees to 

meet the manpower demands of organizations operating in Liberia. In this process we attract and 

make available to our clients, Liberians and non-Liberian professionals drawn from across the 

globe who are willing to utilize their expertise in Liberia’s growing labor market. 

 

CRSI Trainings are based on the conviction that it is imperative for employers to provide 

employees with the tools necessary for their success, which, in many cases, means giving new 

employees extensive orientation training to help them transition into a new organizational culture 

while building the capacity of existing employees to attain higher levels of productivity and 

efficiency. 

 

https://frontpageafricaonline.com/business/tackling-waste-city-alliance-donates-to-small-sanitation-firms-in
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CBL GOVERNOR PATRAY ASSURES WAMZ 
 
The Executive Governor of the Central Bank of Liberia (CBL), Nathaniel R. Patray, III, told a 

gathering of West African Monetary Zone (WAMZ) Central Bank Governors on Thursday, 

February 6, 2019 in Accra, Ghana, that Liberia remains committed to the effective 

implementation of the Road Map geared towards regional monetary and economic integration 

in the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) in keeping with ECOWAS 

Monetary Cooperation Programme (EMCP), to which Liberia is a signatory. 

 

According to a dispatch from Accra, Governor Patray expressed hope that the Technical  
Committee’s discussions and  
deliberations of the WAMZ would bring  
the region closer toward the goals of  
establishing a credible monetary union  
within the sub-region. 

 

The WAMZ founded on April 20, 2000 to 

establish the second monetary zone (the 

first being the West African Monetary 

Union comprising eight Francophone 

West countries) in ECOWAS to fast track 

the EMCP. The Member States of WAMZ 

are The Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, Liberia,  
Nigeria and Sierra Leone. 

 

See more:https://www.liberianobserver.com/news/liberia-remains-committed-to-integration/ 
 

 

 

WHAT SPARKED US? LOOKING BACK OVER 25 YEARS 
  
SPARK started in 1994 when a group of students from Amsterdam University sought to 

reawaken public conscience and raise awareness on the prolonged conflict in southeastern 

Europe that saw an unprecedented magnitude of atrocities and ethnic cleansing in Bosnia and 

Herzegovina. Since then, SPARK has remained a key actor in global development assistance, 

delivering interventions in entrepreneurship development and education. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.liberianobserver.com/news/liberia-remains-committed-to-integration/


 

On, February 7, SPARK turned 25, and the SPARK team in Liberia threw out a party in joining 

other SPARK country offices around the world to commemorate the day. The team is delighted 

of been part of an organization that helps people after a period of conflict.  

 

The team expresses thanks to their friends and partners who turned out and brought warmth to 

the party. they especial appreciation goes out to Welthungerhilfe, a partner NGO, for their 

presentation that symbolizes the fight against hunger and the effort to boost agricultural 

production. For more information about SPRAK’s evolution and its programs, see the link 

below: 

http://www.spark-online.org/what-sparked-us-looking-back-over-25-years/ 

 

 

 

YOUTH NETWORK FOR REFORM (YONER) LAUNCHES THE 2NDEDITION OF 

THE ‘LIBERIA NATIONAL HIGH SCHOOL ENTREPRENEURSHIP COMPETITION’ 

 

PAYNESVILLE CITY LIBERIA– On Friday, February 8, 2019, YONER Liberia launched 

the Second Edition of the Liberia National High School Entrepreneurship Competition in the 

Conference Room of the Ministry of Health, Monrovia, Liberia. The 2019 Edition is organized 

under the theme: “Creating an Ecosystem of Social Entrepreneurs in Liberia: Providing High 

School Students with Entrepreneurial skills to create social economic Impacts” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Diamond  Challenge is an innovation of YONER Liberia 

(https://web.facebook.com/yonerliberia2008/), a Legal Non-Profit Social Enterprise as a 

National Extracurricular Game-changing Entrepreneurial and Tech Innovation Program, 

endorsed by the Government of Liberia through the Ministries of Education and Youth & Sports.  

 

The Liberia National High School Entrepreneurship Competition aims at recruiting and 

incubating Liberian High School Students annually focused on an in-depth entrepreneurial 

training program to equip them with 21stcentury skills and tools to conceive new ideas for a 

business or social innovation, and in the process building a local entrepreneurial ecosystem with 

our international partners. The Competition goal is to recruit, encourage, train and unleash the 

potentials of young people to “think like an entrepreneur” and learn state-of-the-art 

entrepreneurial education methods.  

 

http://www.spark-online.org/what-sparked-us-looking-back-over-25-years/
https://web.facebook.com/yonerliberia2008/


As an outcome, YONER Liberia organizes a National Live Pitch Competition where student’s 

Teams present their business proposals in front a Panel of Live Judges and the best 

entrepreneurial ideas are selected and awarded cash prizes for business start-up support. All 

participants are officially inducted into “YONER Liberia’s Entrepreneurs Ecosystem’ for 

continual mentoring and support for business start-up. Afterwards, the successful ideas will be 

paired with mentors who will continue to guide and support them from startup, registration and 

launching; and to provide them the skills and tools needed to improve the efficiency of their 

business operations to achieve quality products and services. 

 

 

FROM THE "PEPPERCOAST" 

Meleguatta Peppers or Grains of Paradise....... 

 

In the Middle Ages Liberia's precious spice for exchange was the Meleguatta Pepper or the 

Grain of Paradise. Not to be confused with hot Peppers of the Capsicum Family! 

 

The grain of Paradise, Aframomum Meleguetta, is a member of the Ginger family (You can find 

it in the swampy areas). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

They have a special spicy taste. If you bite them, they crack like coriander, releasing a billowing 

aroma and then you get a slowly intensifying heath of pepper at the back of your mouth. The 

taste changes in an instant, but the heat lingers. The spice flavor is pleasantly tempered ripe, 

with flavors reminiscent of jasmine, hazelnut, butter and citrus and with the kind of oiliness you 

get from nuts. Entirely different from black pepper 

 

The merchants who sailed down the West African coast, from Cape Mesurado near St Paul to 

Cape Palmas (Harper) in Liberia, and onwards to Ivory Coast, the Gold Coast and so on, with 

their goods, exchange 

them, for Grains of 

Paradise, Ivory and Gold. 

The traders also went over 

land via Mali to Europe. 

The famous Moroccan 

spice “Radel hanout” 

contains powder of the 

Grains of Paradise, the 

Meleguetta pepper . 



It has always been a very valuable spice those days. Already used in the Roman days, for 

culinary purposes, but also for medical treatment. It stimulates digestion and the immune 

 

system. And rumors are that it is a good aphrodisiacs! It is added when preparing food, like 

sausage or used in breweries and distilleries. For example, in Scandinavia they still use it when 

distilling Aquavit. Last but not least, the Nigerians use it after drinking too much alcohol to 

reduce the hangover! 

 

Article from our “Special Reporter” 

 

 

Meet New Members Of The Liberian Netherlands Business And Culture Council: 

 

David Packer Mano                                                     River Produce  

Richard Bright                                                             COR Corporation  

Jefyne Togba                                                                Synergy Solutions 

Joseph Togba                                                               Pape Natural 

Fouad Gebara       Kawak

Stanley Slagmolen      Kingfisher

Nathaniel Jallah       CRS International

Josephine Francis      ARJAY Farm 

Wissam Ghannam     World Wide Construct

 

 

Tracy Kollie  Stanley Slagmolen 

Project Officer  Business Consultant 

Tracylnbcc2018@gmail.com stanley.lnbcc@gmail.com 

       

+   23188 6975388  +231 88 0728752 / +31654306851 

 

LNBCC ℅ Spark Office 

Corner of Newport & Ashmund street Monrovia 

4th Floor 

The LNBCC Team: 
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