
 

 

 

will be held on the 17th of march at 
Paddy’s bar on Mamba point  
 

We haven’t any sponsor, so lunches are to be ordered personally. Time 12:30 – 14:30.  
Our guest list include Mamba Point Hotel as well as our MD from GNBCC Ghana. 

Situation in the Netherlands on novel coronavirus COVID-19 

121 new infections with the coronavirus have been identified in the Netherlands, the National Institute for Public 

Health and the Environment (RIVM) reported on Wednesday. This brings the total number of confirmed 

infections to 503. Also another patient died in the Netherlands of the effects of the virus. 

If you have: 

symptoms of the common cold or a temperature up to 38C  

been in contact with a patient with the novel coronavirus, or have been in one of the following countries 

or regions: 

 China (including Hong Kong and Macao) 

 Italy: the northern provinces of Aosta Valley, Piedmont, Lombardy, Trentino South Tyrol, Friuli-

Julian-Venice, Veneto, Emilia-Romagna and Liguria. 

 Iran 

 Singapore 

 South Korea 

It is not necessary to call your GP at this stage. 

If your symptoms worsen:  

 a fever (above 38c) 

respiratory complaints (coughing and shortness of breath) 

you should call your GP.  

October 2018   

  



Preventing the spread of coronavirus &Quarantine in Liberia 

All travelers coming from countries with more than 200 cases of coronavirus infection will a have to go 

into quarantine for 14 days  

The most important measures people can take to prevent the spread of the coronavirus are 

straightforward. These measures apply to all viruses that can cause the flu and colds. 

It is always important to follow up these basic hygiene measures: 

 Wash your hands with soap regularly 

 Cough and sneeze on the inside of your elbow 

 Use paper handkerchiefs 

 Do not shake hands 

Dr. Weah Appoints New Agriculture Minister 
Thursday, 16th January 2020 

(Monrovia, Liberia):The President of the Republic, H.E. Dr. George Manneh Weah, has nominated Ms. 

Jeanine Cooper as Liberia‘s new Minister of Agriculture. Her nomination is subject to confirmation by the 

Honorable Liberian Senate 

  

President Weah made the nomination Thursday, 16 

January 2020, following months of a rigorous vetting 

process.  Ms. Cooper replaces Dr. Mogana Flomo who 

was relieved of his duties on June 29, 2019. 

  

Prior to her appointment, Ms. Jeanine Cooper served as 

Managing Director of FABRAR-Liberia Enterprise 

Limited. FABRAR, an organization she founded in 

2009, specializes in processing and marketing local 

agriculture and food products for domestic consumption 

and export. 

  

From a micro-milling operation and purchasing rice from smallholder farmers, FABRAR under her watch 

has become one of Liberia‘s largest rice producers, supplying food products to schools and other institutions, 

including supermarkets and retailers. 

  

Ms. Cooper, a multilingual, worked for the United Nations System for 13 years—her last posting being 

Ambassador and Permanent Representative to the African Union and the Economic Commission for Africa. 

She was also Head of the Liaison Office for the U.N. Office for Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (UN-

OCHA), posting with the UN-OCHA in Kenya and for the Eastern and Southern Africa region. 



Ms. Cooper‘s career spanned an additional 10 years of humanitarian work with international NGOs and 

charitable institutions in Africa. She worked with the first team of Mèdecins Sans Frontières (Belgium), 

which worked in Liberia during the civil war in 1990–1996. 

 

Fmr. President Sirleaf calls critics “bold-faced liars”, 

admonishes journalists to be truthful 

Former President, Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, yesterday admonished fellow citizens against acts responsible for chaos 

and national backwardness, stating that people repeatedly troubling peace scare away investors. 

―Everybody, be proud of Liberia, our country. I am proud to be a Liberian, and no matter what, we all can support 

processes, systems and ideas that can change 

things,‖ Sirleaf said during a Sky TV 

discussion.  She said, ―other people in the sub-

region and elsewhere should identify us not by 

the amount of confusion we have among 

ourselves but by the ideas we translate into great 

actions.‖ 

―Everybody, be proud of Liberia, our 

country. I am proud to be a Liberian, and 

no matter what, we all can support 

processes, systems and ideas that can 

change things,‖ Sirleaf said during a Sky TV discussion.   She said, ―other people in the sub -

region and elsewhere should identify us not by the amount of confusion we have among ourselve s 

but by the ideas we translate into great actions.‖  

https://www.liberianobserver.com/news/fmr-president-sirleaf-stop-tearing-liberia-apart-it-scares-investors/ 

 

Launching of Women’s Center 
The former President‘s paramount purpose  for being on the show was to announce the launch of her newest 

initiative, the Ellen Johnson Sirleaf Presidential Center for Women and Development in Liberia. According 

to Madam Sirleaf, women need more and better spaces to explore ideas on how they can excel in their 

political career as well as other civil society and religious organizations careers. 

Former President, Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, yesterday admonished fellow citizens against acts responsible for 

chaos and national backwardness, stating that people repeatedly troubling peace scare away investors. 

  

https://www.liberianobserver.com/news/fmr-president-sirleaf-stop-tearing-liberia-apart-it-scares-investors/


Liberia Signs Iron Ore Trans-shipment MOU with Singaporean 

Company 

―We are very happy to sign this MOU with the Liberian government,‖ Al Khaldiya Mining Private Ltd CEO 

Rohan Patnaik said in a press release issued on Thursday. 

―It will enable us to work with Liberian and Guinean 

workforce and private sector that will benefit all parties. 

The Transshipment of iron ore would provide a significant 

number of jobs, Patnaik said, adding it would create jobs 

in the trucking, spare parts, the Port of Buchanan and other 

markets in the mining supply chain of the mining sector. 

―This is a win-win situation,‖ he said. ―We will make sure 

there are no losers.‖  

https://frontpageafricaonline.com/business/liberia-signs-iron-ore-transshipment-mou-with-singaporean-company/ 

Liberia: House Specialized Committee Wants APM Terminal 

Concession Agreement Amended 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Committee reported that the company is probably the only concession in Liberia that does 

not have a review clause, something that is hindering the Legislature from exercising its 

oversight responsibility.  

 

Capitol Hill, Monrovia – The House of Representatives‘ Specialized Committee reviewing all tax incentives and 

concession agreements in Liberia has called for the amendment of APM Terminals Concession. 

https://frontpageafricaonline.com/business/liberia-signs-iron-ore-transshipment-mou-with-singaporean-company/


As part of its oversight responsibility, the House of Representatives in January 2019 authorized a ‗Specialized 

Committee‘ headed by Rep. Clarence Massaquoi (District #3, Lofa County) to review all Tax Incentive and 

Concession Agreements, which were signed by the government (Executive) and ratified by the Legislature in an 

effort to revive the economy. 

Following more than a year of investigation, the committee has begun reporting back to Plenary. 

In its progress report on Tuesday, February 25, the Committee reported that to fully implement its mandate, it 

requested the National Investment Commission (NIC) and the Liberia Revenue Authority (LRA), to submit a list 

of all holders of incentives. 

The LRA was particularly requested to state specifically the amount that has been waived to business entities over 

the life span of documents covering their agreements with the government. 

―The NIC submitted list of incentive holders and maintained that all incentives are economically beneficial to the 

country. The LRA holds an opposing view on the economic soundness of some incentives,‖ the Committee said. 

Companies and entities, the committee said include APM Terminals, BIVAC, Conex Petroleum, Firestone, Founi 

Corporation, Fouta Corporation, Golden Gate Hotel, Liberia Agriculture Company (LAC) Mouson Group and 

Sethi Brothers. 

On APM Terminals 

“It is unconventional for a concession not to have a provision for review. The Committee does not believe that 

a concession should be signed and ratified without a review clause. A review of information obtained from 

legislative proceedings during the passage of this concession does not point to a possibility that this concession 

was ratified without provision for review.” 

– The House’s Specialized Committee 

On the APM Terminals, the Committee reported that the company is probably the only concession in Liberia that 

does not have a review clause, something that is hindering the Legislature from exercising its oversight 

responsibility. 

The Committee recommended that plenary mandates the NIC and the National Port Authority (NPA) to initiate an 

amendment process of the AMP Terminals concession, using Article 20.01 that states: ―No Change, amendment, 

or modification of this agreement shall be valid or binding upon the parties hereto unless such change, 

amendment or modification shall be written and dully executed by the parties hereto.‖ 

―It is unconventional for a concession not to have a provision for review. The Committee does not believe that a 

concession should be signed and ratified without a review clause,‖ the Committee stated. 

A review of information obtained from legislative proceedings during the passage of this concession was ratified 

without provision for review. 



https://frontpageafricaonline.com/news/liberia-house-specialized-committee-wants-apm-terminal-concession-

agreement-amended/  

Legislature Reportedly Planning to Recast FY2019/2020 Budget, 

As Govt ‘Foresees Shortfall’ 

Monrovia – High-placed legislative sources have informed FrontPageAfrica that the Legislature will shortly 

begin the process of recasting the final phase of the 2019/2020 national budget. According to our sources, the 

government of Liberia is unable to raise over US$22 million in revenue.Speaking to this newspaper on 

anonymity, our Legislative sources hinted that the recast process will be effected in the form of 

corresponding reduction that will mainly affect goods and services but will not affect salary. 

―The recast will include a 

corresponding reduction that will 

affect goods and services and not 

salary. It is expected that government 

will not achieve in collecting US$22 

million in this fiscal 2019/2020 

budget,‖ one of our sources said. 

Though our sources said the recast is 

not going to affect salary, the news is 

going to come as a ―bad news‖ to 

many, including civil servants as the 

government is struggling to regularize 

salary and raise money for the pending 

2020 Midterm Senatorial Election slated for October. 

2019/2020 Fiscal Budget 

Last 2019, President George Manneh Weah signed into law the national budget for the fiscal 

period, beginning July 1, 2019 and ending June 30, 2020. The national budget, which was 

signed on October 28, 2019 totals L$110,460,000,000 or US$526,000,000, provides for the 

expenditure or operational cost of the Government of Liberia. 

https://frontpageafricaonline.com/business/economy/liberia-legislature-reportedly-planning-to-recast-fy2019-

2020-budget-as-govt-foresees-shortfall/ 

https://frontpageafricaonline.com/news/liberia-house-specialized-committee-wants-apm-terminal-concession-agreement-amended/
https://frontpageafricaonline.com/news/liberia-house-specialized-committee-wants-apm-terminal-concession-agreement-amended/
https://frontpageafricaonline.com/business/economy/liberia-legislature-reportedly-planning-to-recast-fy2019-2020-budget-as-govt-foresees-shortfall/
https://frontpageafricaonline.com/business/economy/liberia-legislature-reportedly-planning-to-recast-fy2019-2020-budget-as-govt-foresees-shortfall/


Liberia: Agriculture Minister Meets Cocoa Players Ahead of 

International Chocolate Trade Fair 

Feb 17, 2020  

MONROVIA – Liberia‘s new Minister of Agriculture, Minister Jeanine M. Cooper, last Friday met major 

players of Liberia‘s cocoa and coffee sectors at a meet-and-greet event less than 24 hours before they traveled to 

the Netherlands to participate in the Chocoa 

Conference, the world‘s largest cocoa trade fair 

that brings together global cocoa buyers, investors 

and chocolate-making companies.  The conference 

is from 19
th
 to the 23

rd
 of February.   

Liberia‘s cocoa is organic and high-quality and 

has attracted interest from the global market. The 

country will have nine representatives at the event 

this year in Amsterdam—the world‘s chocolate 

capital—and will meet European buyers and other 

stakeholders in the global cocoa and coffee 

market. Their participation in the trade fair is 

being made possible by CBI, the Dutch agency 

that promotes imports from developing countries.  The nine representatives are members of the National Cocoa 

Public-Private Partnership Platform (NC3P).  

“I want to see Liberian cocoa as the premier brand in the world, not only the cocoa but the cocoa products, 

ethical productions, source traceability, environmental [sustainability]—all those things that we have but we 

don’t have the label.” 

Dr. Jeanine M. Cooper, Minister of Agriculture  

Read full story on: 

https://frontpageafricaonline.com/front-slider/agriculture-minister-meets-cocoa-players-ahead-of-international-

chocolate-trade-fair/  

  

https://frontpageafricaonline.com/front-slider/agriculture-minister-meets-cocoa-players-ahead-of-international-chocolate-trade-fair/
https://frontpageafricaonline.com/front-slider/agriculture-minister-meets-cocoa-players-ahead-of-international-chocolate-trade-fair/


LOOKING BACK ON SUCCESS OF LIBERIA‘S NAP PROCESS 

IN 2019 

07 February 2020  

 

7 February 2020, Monrovia, Liberia - Liberia‘s National Adaptation Plan (NAP) process achieved 

major milestones in 2019 that were 

recently highlighted through a ‗year in 

review‘ documentary. Looking back on 

the past year, the mini-documentary 

outlines the measures taken by the 

government of Liberia to advance their 

adaptation planning in climate sensitive 

sectors, working with national and 

technical partners. 

Taking advantage of new technologies  

In June last year, the government 

identified the importance of mobile 

applications for disseminating accurate 

climate information. With the support 

provided by the UN Development 

Programme (UNDP) and implemented 

by Liberia‘s Environmental Protection 

Agency, extension officers, farmers, fisherman, media practitioners and others were granted access to 

WeatherBug, a market leading Android phone app that provides weather forecasts and news, relevant to 

a variety of sectors and trades. 

In October, over 50 participants convened from eight countries to be trained on ‗how-to-use‘ the 

WeatherBug application. The officer-in-charge of early warning systems projects from the Ministry of 

Transport in Liberia, Amos Baba said, ―The training workshops are essential to development planning 

and accurate weather reporting‖ and believes information sharing is key for increasing awareness on 

climate change, which ultimately impacts everyone throughout their daily lives. 

Read full story on: https://www.globalsupportprogramme.org/looking-back-success-liberia‘s-nap-process-

2019  

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ft9tqarhb64&feature=youtu.be
http://www.epa.gov.lr/
http://www.epa.gov.lr/
https://www.weatherbug.com/appdownload/
http://mot.gov.lr/
http://mot.gov.lr/
https://www.globalsupportprogramme.org/looking-back-success-liberia's-nap-process-2019
https://www.globalsupportprogramme.org/looking-back-success-liberia's-nap-process-2019


Liberian cocoa industry stakeholders to attend the world’s 

largest sustainable trade fair in Amsterdam 

A  

Liberian delegation of cocoa cooperative leaders, exporters, commercial farmers, policy makers, and 

regulators will be attending the 8th edition of Chocoa. Chocoa is the world‘s largest sustainable 

chocolate trade fair that brings together the entire cocoa supply chain. It is held in Amsterdam, 

Netherlands from February 19-23, 2020. The 5-day event is intended to ―increase the market for good 

cocoa and better chocolate,‖ and showcase the premium cocoa market opportunity. 

This is the first time that multiple stakeholders in the Liberian cocoa sector will attend a cocoa 

conference of this magnitude. When there, Liberian producers and exporters will have the opportunity to 

introduce international, premium buyers and consumers to Liberia‘s special cocoa bean flavor and 

unique production qualities. 

  



Cacao: How just one crop has boosted an entire country’s 

exports 
18 February 2020 

 

 

© IFAD/Barbara Gravelli 

Today, cacao trees once again dot the landscape of Sao Tome and Principe. Once considered the world‘s largest 

cacao exporter, this tiny island nation off the West African coast had significantly scaled back its operations after 

gaining independence in 1975. In the ensuing decades, repeated climate shocks (droughts and floods) conspired to 

keep the archipelago‘s cacao production limited. But lately, cacao – the key ingredient in chocolate, and a major 

cash crop – is making a comeback in Sao Tome and Principe, thanks to IFAD‘s assistance. 

Going organic: Added value, new opportunities 

For Sao Tome and Principe, the return to lucrative cacao farming was underpinned by a series of strategic 

decisions – key among them, the shift from conventional to organic cacao production. This transition has allowed 

them to add value to their core crop, resulting in a high-quality product that is increasingly in demand in 

international markets.   

Meeting the strict guidelines for organic certification is no 

small feat, especially in a place like Sao Tome and 

Principe, a biodiversity-rich country covered in legally 

protected forests. But with the help of IFAD‘s PAPAC and 

PAPAFPA projects, local smallholders were able to 

acquire the means and skills to redefine their production. 

IFAD‘s support came via two local cacao farming 

cooperatives, CECAB and CECAQ11, through which Sao 

https://www.ifad.org/en/web/knowledge/publication/asset/41116368
https://www.ifad.org/en/web/knowledge/publication/asset/41116368


Tomean farmers received training on how to transform their crop and implement sustainable practices. Today, the 

organic cacao is grown in the shade of existing trees, allowing farmers to avoid clearing vegetation and adding 

chemicals to the soil. Systematic quality control processes verify the characteristics of the cacao beans throughout 

their life cycle. Both cooperatives are now internationally certified as organic, as well as with meeting fair trade, 

social and environmental standards. The growing international demand for organic and fair-trade cacao and the 

widespread recognition of Sao Tomean products‘ quality and sustainability have created attractive market 

conditions for both collectives. 

Read full story: https://www.ifad.org/en/web/latest/story/asset/41801595  
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