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Save the date =>  November 18 to 22 2019 

LNBCC-LMG- EVO-FENEDEX-STC NESTRA SEMINAR “Bridging the Logistics Gap” 

EVO Fenedex and STC Nestra-Group in collaboration with the Liberia Netherlands Business and 

Culture Council (LNBCC) and the Liberian Maritime Group (LMG) will host a Three Days 

Seminar: “Bridging Logistics Gap” in Monrovia. 

All LNBCC Members are invited, besides stakeholders in the sector, that are involved in Import 

Export Transshipment, Trade 

The program involves: 

 Workshop-Trade Facilitation, Speakers NPA, Min of Commerce, LRA- Customs and 

Trade associations. 

An interactive session is foreseen throughout the day to seek common grounds on 

improving Liberia’s trade position.  

 Port Training, attendants Port operators, shipping and forwarding companies,  

follow an interactive training on terminal operations 

 WTO Agreement, LRA Customs, Min of trade, what does the WTA agreement brings to 

Liberia and what effect does it have? 

Full list of invitees can be obtained from LNBCC’s Mrs Tracy Kollie (for details see last page of 

this Newsletter 

4TH LUNCH MEETING 10th DECEMBER 

Venue yet to be arranged. We are inviting members to sponsor this occasion and take the lead in 

giving a short presentation about their operation in Liberia 

  



 

LNBCC-New members  

 The LIBERIA MARITIME GROUP (LMG) is a Non -For- Profit Organization registered 

in Liberia which seeks to enhance service quality in the Liberia’s supply chain. LMG has 

been making efforts and deriving mechanisms over the last years in its operations to build 

a more effective, productive and competitive standard locally, regionally and globally 

with best practice delivering service quality within Liberia’s supply chain with emphasis 

in ports, shipping and other maritime related activities. 

Mission: Promoting Service Quality and Standards 

 

 UNITED WOMEN for development Gbanga. On organization set up by a young 

graduate, as an agricultural cooperative with connections to 1500 women 

 

 EMFED FARMS AND TRADING, Monrovia. providing labor services to smallholder 

cocoa farmers in Cooperates with Solidaridad West Africa under its Cocoa Rehabilitation 

and Intensification Programme (CORIP I) to prove the business case for our Service 

Delivery Model. 

 LOCAL FARM INC, Paynesville (LFI) is a private agriculture company established in 

Liberia in October 2007 and began operation shortly thereafter. The company is a family 

owned agro development entity and 100% owned by Franklin and Anita Jackson. The 

basic strategy of the company is to work with land owners who are interested in 

developing farms on their lands. The approach is that the land owners will bring their 

land (on a lease basis) into an agriculture project, and the lease payment will be based on 

the productivity of the project. For instance, if oil palm is developed, the land owner is 

paid based on palm fruits produced.  

CBI (Centre for promotion of Imports from Developing Countries ) Audit VISIT 

CBI is carrying out a support program in Liberia to assist smallholder farm and cooperatives to 

partake in the export of their products to the European market. Lack of market information 

biggest barrier for export. CBI will offer free market information.  

 Tips on entering the EU market and  

 Trends in Europe 

 Channels to enter the European market 

 Meeting European buyer requirements  

 Competition 

 Etc. 



 

The focus in Liberia is on the cocoa product. This project is carried out in cooperation with the 

Ministry of Agriculture and LACRA. After various visits and tenders to register eligible 

candidates for their program, CBI has now send a team to audit the selected organizations who 

will receive assistance in exporting their product.  

Jack Steijn visited Liberia to carry out the visit and made a trip along various Exporters, 

cooperatives and farms in Montserado, Margibi, Lofa and Nimba. He experienced the hardship 

that companies endure due to the lack of Infrastructure and even had to spend nights in remote 

locations due to blockage of the road, by trucks stuck in mud. According to Jack a very 

challenging experience. LNBCC through Kingfisher accompanied the expedition of CBI 

 

Story and pictures by Stanley Slagmolen & Tracy Kollie 

 

  



 

LOCAL NEWS 

Monrovia – A protest was planned for Friday, October 18 by student leaders of the University of 

Liberia might complete a hattrick of protests that would take place in less than two weeks in 

Monrovia. 

Two mass protests have followed another in support of 

Jestina Taylor-Ghartey. Jestina had claimed she was raped 

and drugged, but she was being subjected to investigation 

by the Police. That protest saw the Tubman Boulevard 

blocked by protesters. 

Last week Thursday, October 10, sympathizers of talk 

show host Henry Costa protested the shutdown of his 

station by government. State prosecutors have claimed he 

was using the airwaves to incite the public against the 

government and that his station was also unregistered.  

This week Tuesday, October 15, angry students of the Monrovia Consolidated School System 

(MCSS) took to the streets after their teachers had drop chalk over delayed salary arrears.  

Police used bruit force to disperse the students, something that is still being criticized. Meanwhile, 

the government claims it is acting swiftly to pay the aggrieved teachers’ salaries. 

The trend of protests, some observers say, mirrors the country’s troubling past. They have 

increased calls for the government to avoid missteps that would further plunge the state into 

chaos. As another protest seems to be in the making, there are suspicions of reoccurrence of violent 

scenes. UL student leaders are now planning to shutdown major government ministries if the 

administration fails to pay lecturers, who have drop chalk.  

Following a crucial meeting on Wednesday, October 16, the UL Faculty Association (ULFA) 

stopped teaching on Thursday. They made several demands including the payment of their salary 

arrears. 

“The faculty should immediately disengage from teaching until the one month (September) arrear 

is paid and that hereafter, the University of Liberia administration should pay salary on or before 

the thirty day of each month,” ULFA said in a statement issued Thursday, October 17, in Monrovia. 

Source: https://frontpageafricaonline.com/news/third-mass-anti-government-protest-looms-as-

angry-university-of-liberia-students-demand-teachers-salary/   

https://frontpageafricaonline.com/news/third-mass-anti-government-protest-looms-as-angry-university-of-liberia-students-demand-teachers-salary/
https://frontpageafricaonline.com/news/third-mass-anti-government-protest-looms-as-angry-university-of-liberia-students-demand-teachers-salary/


 

 

 

USAGE OF LIBERIAN DOLLARS IS POLICY BY LAW - GOV’T WARNS 
 

MONROVIA, - The Ministry of Commerce ordering for all business transactions to be 

done in Liberian Dollars is policy by law   and came into effect since August 1, 2019. 

Commerce Minister Wilson Tarpeh said: “The policy is by law and violators risk huge fines and 

revocation of their business licenses”. Mr. 

Tarpeh however, warned that no buyer should 

be compelled to purchase in United States 

Dollars. 

He spoke at a press Conference Saturday, 

August 10, 2019 in Monrovia, noting that the 

measure is intended for the Liberian Dollar to 

be prioritized and boost the value of the local 

currency. 

Minister Tarpeh is also urging the public to 

report any case of businesses refusal of Liberian Dollars for transactions and reiterated that the 

Liberian and the United States Dollars would be used simultaneously for business. Source: 

www.allafrica.com 

Cummings, Urey Hold Tête-à- Tête 

Monrovia – A day after verbal exchanges brought previously rumored strains within the 

Collaboration of Political Parties (CPP), the leaders of both the Alternative National Congress and 

the All Liberia Party reportedly sat down for a tete-a-tete Monday to squash out their differences. 

NHH Sources from both ANC’s Alex Cummings and ALP’s Benoni Urey’s camps confirmed to 

FrontPage Africa that both men appeared cordial and entered the meeting looking optimistic and 

hopeful of putting their concerns on the table. 

Monday’s meeting was the first time both men had a 

face-to-face meeting on their own without the other two 

former presidential candidates, Liberty Party’s Charles 

Walker Brumskine and former Vice President Joseph 

Boakai.  

The meeting which lasted a little over an hour at an 

undisclosed location in Central Monrovia reportedly 

explored the conclusion of the collaborative framework 

which is expected to make the CPP more 

http://www.allafrica.com/


 

institutionalized.  “The idea is to build an alliance of political parties. It was a good first meeting, 

a very good meeting,” said a source who was privy to the discussion but declined to provide 

specifics of the meeting. 

 

Source and read more: https://frontpageafricaonline.com/news/liberia-cpp-beyond-individual-

aspirations-liberty-party-weighs-in-on-cummings-urey-spat/  

 

Liberia: FAO Trains Agriculture Workers to Fight ‘Armyworms’ in Bong County 

Suakoko, Bong County – The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) has begun a three-day 

Farmers’ Field School training for 20 extension officers and farmers on the management and 

prevention of pests or “Fall Armyworms FAW” at the Central Agriculture Research Institute CARI 

compound in Suakoko, Bong County. The workshop, according to FAO’s Agronomist and focal 

person, Jobson Momo, is intended to introduce the Farmers Field School into the Fall Armyworms 

surveillance that farmers have been keeping surveillance on. 

The trainings, Momo added, are also meant to improve the capacity of facilitators on integrated 

Management of FAW in maize production through the development of adapted programs, 

promotion and dissemination of the pest control and management guides for food and nutrition 

facilitators. 

Momo said the 

trainings are also 

aimed at 

refreshing 

extension officers 

and farmer’s field 

school facilitators 

on FFS approach 

in relation to 

integrated pest 

management.  

“The pests 

(Armyworms) in the country have been devastating our farmers’ crops, we have come to build the 

capacities of Extension Officers and equip them in the fight against the Fall Armyworms from 

destroying farmers’ crops,” Mr. Momo said. “The three-day training is meant to train the Extension 

Officers on how to identify eggs of the Fall Armyworms and know the damages they cause for 

farmers; and how to prevent them from spreading further to other farmers across the county.” 

Source and read more: https://frontpageafricaonline.com/county-news/liberia-fao-trains-

agriculture-workers-to-fight-armyworms-in-bong-county/   

https://frontpageafricaonline.com/news/liberia-cpp-beyond-individual-aspirations-liberty-party-weighs-in-on-cummings-urey-spat/
https://frontpageafricaonline.com/news/liberia-cpp-beyond-individual-aspirations-liberty-party-weighs-in-on-cummings-urey-spat/
https://frontpageafricaonline.com/county-news/liberia-fao-trains-agriculture-workers-to-fight-armyworms-in-bong-county/
https://frontpageafricaonline.com/county-news/liberia-fao-trains-agriculture-workers-to-fight-armyworms-in-bong-county/


 

 

 

 

Liberia: Maritime Institute Graduates 24 with Associate Degree 

Marine Science Engineering 

President George Weah, who served as the guest speaker, reemphasized that his government is 

committed to its pro-poor agenda for development, adding that it is important for his administration 

to empower youth and create economic opportunities for Liberians. He congratulated and 

encouraged the graduates to pursue their professional aspirations and serve as ambassadors of 

Liberia. He added that all the graduates 

have secured employment and opportunity 

to further their education. 

According to the Liberian leader, LMTI 

offers Liberian youth from around the 

country the opportunity to earn essential 

technical and leadership skills so that they 

can be valued members of the country’s 

workforce and economy. 

“I must say that I have noticed so many 

changes last year, thanks for the progress, 

continue to invest in the educational 

establishment,” said Weah, who also awarded scholarships to four students and an instructor. 

“We should all be proud of the achievement, the education and professional skills at LMTI are 

essential to the development of our national workforce.” 

The Liberian President said: “It is my hope that LMTI will produce marketable and employable. 

My government is committed to supporting the LMTI through LMA. The students here today are 

inspiring.” 

Source: https://frontpageafricaonline.com/news/liberia-maritime-institute-graduates-24-with-

associate-degree-marine-science-engineering/   

https://frontpageafricaonline.com/news/liberia-maritime-institute-graduates-24-with-associate-degree-marine-science-engineering/
https://frontpageafricaonline.com/news/liberia-maritime-institute-graduates-24-with-associate-degree-marine-science-engineering/


 

 

Pres. Weah Dismisses UL President Weeks 

The administration of the state-run University of Liberia (UL) stood still late last night having 

heard of the dismissal of its president, Dr. Ophelia Inez Weeks. She was the UL’s 14th president, 

and the second female to lead the institution since it founded in 1951. 

President George Manneh Weah has meanwhile named Dr. 

Julius Sawolo Nelson in her stead. 

President George Weah has made additional appointments in 

government affecting ministries, agencies and commissions. 

The appointments, according to an Executive Mansion release, 

take immediate effect, though subject to confirmation by the 

Senate, where applicable. 

https://www.liberianobserver.com/news/pres-weah-dismisses-ul-president-weeks/ 

 

President Weah Makes Additional Appointments in Government 

 

Monrovia, Liberia:  The President of Liberia, H.E. Dr. George 

Manneh Weah has made additional appointments in government. 

The appointments affecting ministries, agencies and commissions 

as well as the University of Liberia (UL) take immediate effect 

though subject to confirmation by the Liberian Senate where 

applicable. 

 

 

 

 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs: 

Edwin Juah                                        Assistant Minister /European Affairs 

  

Ministry of Internal Affairs 
Esiaka Sheriff                                   Assistant Minister for Research, Planning & Development 

https://www.liberianobserver.com/news/pres-weah-dismisses-ul-president-weeks/


 

Ministry of Mines & Energy 
George Gontor                              Deputy Minister/Energy 

William T. Thompson II                 Assistant Minister for Energy 

  

Ministry of Agriculture 
Dr. George T. Forpoh Jr.                 Deputy Minister/Regional Development, Research & 

Extension 

  

Ministry of National Defense 
Tarplah Davies                                  Deputy Minister for Operations 

  

Ministry of Post & Telecommunication  
Varney Okai                                       Deputy Minister for Operations                                          

  

Civil Law Court 
Cllr. J Kennedy Peabody                    Resident judge Sixth judicial circuit  

Replacing Associate justice Yusif 

Kaba                                             

  

Liberian Embassy in Washington DC 
Al Jerome Chede                              Minister Counselor for Press & Public  

  

Liberia Anti-Corruption Commission 

Cllr.  Nbuduis Nwabudike              Chairman 

Kanio Bai Gbala                               Vice Chairperson  

Charles Gibson                                 Commissioner 

 

Source: https://www.emansion.gov.lr/2press.php?news_id=5035&related=7&pg=sp  

 

Affected Liberian, Indonesian communities call on Dutch financiers to help 

address malpractices 

Representatives from communities embroiled in land disputes with oil palm plantations have 

visited the Netherlands to call on the Dutch banks facilitating these companies’ operations to act. 

The two groups of indigenous people affected by oil palm companies in Liberia and Indonesia 

recently visited that European country to convey their grievances to ABN AMRO and Rabobank, 

both in the Netherlands, the financiers behind those companies. The companies in question are PT 

Astra Agro Lestari in Indonesia and Golden Veroleum Liberia, both of which are owned by 

conglomerates based in secrecy jurisdictions and which have financial links to the Dutch bank, 

ABN AMRO. ABN AMRO finances various parts of the palm oil conglomerate Golden Agri-

Resources, which is the sole investor in GVL through constructions in tax paradises and effectively 

owns and controls the company. Source: https://news.mongabay.com/2019/10/palm-oil-banks-

dutch-indonesia-liberia-astra-agro-gvl/  

https://www.emansion.gov.lr/2press.php?news_id=5035&related=7&pg=sp
https://news.mongabay.com/2019/10/palm-oil-banks-dutch-indonesia-liberia-astra-agro-gvl/
https://news.mongabay.com/2019/10/palm-oil-banks-dutch-indonesia-liberia-astra-agro-gvl/


 

 

 

The LNBCC Team:  
  

Tracy Kollie 

Project officer  

 Tracylnbcc2018@gmail.com 

+231886975388 

+231777975388  

Stanley Slagmolen 

Business consultant 

stanley.lnbcc@gmail.com 

+231880728725 

+31654306851 
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℅ Spark Office  

Corner of Newport & Ashmun street Monrovia 4thFloor  
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