
 

January 2021 Newsletter 

Dear Members, first of all happy New Year, let this year be more fruitful for everyone. We are 

looking forward to the arrival of vaccines in Liberia and what the plans are to get Liberians 

vaccinated. We hope that the WHO and the other responsible institutions in the world will realize 

that this pandemic threat will not leave unless the whole world is vaccinated.  

We like to continue our lunch meetings in 2021 and our first lunch meeting will be on 10th of 

February 2021. Hereby a call up to our members to sponsor our upcoming lunch event. 

Due to Covid and the difficult year we have rearranged our membership dues and Membership 

will start on the 1st of January. We will send you the relevant invoices by next week.  

In our newsletters of this year we will start to include interesting developments that are taking 

place in the Netherlands and are supported by RVO and other front end innovators. In this issue 

there will be some reports on development that could be applied in Liberia.  

At the end of this Newsletter there are some examples of projects that have been granted to 

Dutch companies that partner with companies in various countries in West Africa. Particularly 

the project about sugar beets whereby ethanol is made is interesting for Liberia. Liberia has a 

large capacity to produce sugarcane, which is also a basis for ethanol. Imagine this could reduce 

Liberia’s dependency on importing gasoline and hence reduces the trade deficit. 

See the articles at the end of this Newsletter. For more info contact Stanley Slagmolen.  

CBI assist Liberia to participate in Cocoa of Excellence 

Challenge 2021 

The Cocoa of Excellence (CoEx) Programme is the entry point for cocoa producers and 

exportersto participate in the International Cocoa Awards (ICA), recognizing the superior quality 

and exceptional flavours of diverse cocoa varieties produced around the world, as well as the 

know-how of those who produce it. This unique Programme is coordinated by the Alliance of 

Bioversity International and CIAT, and the International Cocoa Awards are jointly organized 

with Salon du Chocolat in partnership with the International Cocoa Organization, Guittard 

Chocolate, Seguine Cacao and Chocolate Advisors, Barry Callebaut, Puratos/Belcolade, with in-

kind contribution from the Cocoa Research Centre of the University of the West Indies 

(CRC/UWI), Valrhona, Regis Bouet, CocoaSource, CacaoCrudo and CocoaTown. 

 

Each participating cocoa-producing country is invited to establish a National Organization 

Committee that oversees the participation of cocoa producers from their country based on the 

requirements and conditions for participation provided by the Cocoa of Excellence Programme. 

For the details of the 2021 Edition of the International Cocoa Awards, please consult the 

Guidelines for Participation available at: www.cocoaofexcellence.org 

http://www.cocoaofexcellence.org/
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Trainers, Dr. Ban Koffi&Dr.DorineKassi, Tested sample ; Winner of 2019NkouAmbroise& 

drying table 

 
CBI ASSISTANCE 

 

Together with CBI (Centre for the Promotion of Imports from developing countries) Ministry of 

Agriculture has facilitated the establishment of the National Organizing Committee of Liberia for 

the participation of producers in the above mentioned ICA. LNBCC was invited by MoA to 

participate in the NOC and Panel for selection of the samples to be sent to Rome. 

 

The NOC of Cocoa of Excellence has been trained in two training sessions organised by CBI. 

These sessions were held in Monrovia in November, 2020 and in Ivory Coast at the National 

Centre for Research in January, 2021. The trainings focussed on teaching the NOC how to test 

and evaluate the samples provided according to Cocoa of Excellence standard.  

 

During the training in Ivory the team was taught to smell, taste and evaluate the chocolate made 

from the submitted beans.  

  



 

 

RVO and LNBCC start program to help SME’s to become 

more visible for Int partners 
The private sector in Sierra Leone and Liberia consist mostly of SMEs with little or no 

experience in international collaboration. These businesses don’t have the online presence or 

presentation skills to be found (or found attractive) by potential partners, and often also lack 

administrative skills or formats to be eligible as a private partner in official partnerships.  

 

However, exactly this kind of collaboration, potentially supported by available instruments from 

RVO, could help them in growing their business, building capacity or getting access to finance 

for investments.  

 

Both RVO and the Netherlands Embassy are quite regularly approached by Dutch companies 

that are interested in doing business in Sierra Leone and Liberia. 

 

In absence of an Embassy in these countries, the EKN through the Ghana Netherlands Business 

and Culture Council (GNBCC) has supported the establishment of Sierra Leone Netherlands 

Business and Culture Council (SLNBCC) and the Liberia Netherlands Business and Culture 

Council (LNBCC) as spin-off of the GNBCC, to ensure that attention is being paid to stimulate 

bilateral trade, investment and partnerships. These organisations have created a membership base 

of local and Dutch companies. However, Dutch companies still find it difficult to find the right 

partners, because of amongst other things, the lack of above mentioned skills.  

 

In order to develop the private sector in Sierra Leone and Liberia by creating partnerships 

between local and Dutch companies, the SMEs therefore would first of all need support in  

a) Being found  

b) Meeting requirements for collaboration  

 

Therefore this project will train 15 local companies in positioning themselves, developing their 

product and their eligibility. The training program will be conducted by local specialists with 

international networks and knowledge of potential supporting instruments, based on a needs 

assessment of both local and Dutch companies.  
 

 An application form will be posted on LNBCC website and Facebook page on Monday 1rst of 

February 

 

APM Terminals Increases Tariffs on All Cargo Services by 

9.67 Percent 

APM Terminals has announced a 9.67 percent increment on all current charges of its services at 

the Free Port of Monrovia. The port operator says the increment is in line with its concession 



 

agreement with the government of Liberia 

which allows a 2021 tariff adjustment using 

predefined formula. 

According to the company, since the 

conception of its concession agreement 

between wit the government of Liberia, it 

has consistently complied with the terms 

mandated in the concession agreement. 

“The modernization of our terminal to an 

over US$100m state-of-the-art terminal is 

one we are especially proud of. We are 

fully aware of the essential role that you 

have played and continue to play in contributing towards the growth of the Liberian economy. 

We appreciate your partnership and look forward to even more positive engagements this year,” 

APM Terminals stated in its advisory. 

The port operator stated that the 2021 adjustment would imply that a 20-foot import container, 

cleared within storage free-time, shall attract a total charge of US$207.36 (effective 1st February 

2021), up from the current total charge of USD 189.08. Hence, the adjustment is US$18.28 for a 

20-foot import container. 

The increment comes at a time when businesses in the country are blaming the high cost of 

goods and services on the high tariffs at the Free Port of Liberia. 

Read more: 

 

Finance MinisterSamuel Tweah Wants Adequate Supply of 

Banknotes that Can Circulate Outside the Commercial Banks 

While the Central Bank of Liberia (CBL) says the current liquidity crisis the country is faced 

with is as a result of inadequate supply of Liberian dollars banknotes, hence the need to print 

more banknotes, the Minister of Finance and Development Planning says printing of additional 

banknotes would not resolve the crisis. 

The Finance Minister who appeared on the 

50-50 talk-show on Wednesday said the 

shortage of the Liberian dollars is due to 

the lack of confidence in the commercial 

banks has caused Liberians to keep their 

money in their homes instead. 

Minister Tweah said printing new 

banknotes would not solve the problem 

until confidence is regained in the 

bank.“Printing money is not the solution. 

So even when we print new money the 

https://frontpageafricaonline.com/front-slider/liberia-apm-terminals-increases-tariffs-on-all-cargo-services-by-9-67-percent/


 

problem cannot be solved. And the reason why it cannot be solved is the quantity of money that 

is not coming back, it is staying out of the banks,” Minister Tweah said. 

Minister Tweah:”to mitigate the situation, it would be appropriate to print an amount that can 

circulate adequately, in order to restore confidence in the banking system, despite people keeping 

their money in their houses”. 

According to him, there are three things the government needs to take into consideration before 

they can go ahead and print additional bank notes: 

“Certain people will have to keep their money outside until confidence is restored then they will 

start to bring it in –no matter what. So, you have to account for those people. Then you have to 

print a quantum that says these are the people who like to keep their money in the banks so that 

when they go for it they can get it. Then you have to print money for the reserve.” 

Read more: 

President Weah meets French Foreign Minister 

President George Manneh Weah has held bilateral talks with French Foreign Minister Jean-Yves 

le Drain on the margins of the inaugural ceremonies of Ghanaian President Nana Akufo-Addo in 

Accra. During the meeting yesterday, President Weah and the Minister stressed the importance 

of the strong ties that exist between their nations and discussed ways of improving the Franco-

Liberian relationship. According to a press release from MICAT, Minister Le Drain thanked the 

Liberian government for its continuous efforts at consolidating the democratic gains the country 

has made under the Weah administration. 

He cited the just ended Senatorial elections as a testament to the country’s strong democratic 

credentials. The Minister also committed on 

behalf of the French government and 

people, to make “significant” investments 

in Liberia. He assured President Weah of 

French support through the strong 

francophone bloc it has on the African 

continent. 

The French Foreign Minister emphasized 

that the presence of Air France in Liberia is 

symbolic of the Franco-Liberian 

cooperation, which he said needs to be 

expanded. Also discussed was the need for 

“practical French support” to Liberia alongside the realm of multilateral institutions such as the 

IMF. 

While praising the Liberian government’s efforts at ensuring macroeconomic stability, Minister 

le Drain said that the country’s huge debt stock inherited by President Weah remains a huge 

constraint and an economic albatross hindering development.  

https://frontpageafricaonline.com/front-slider/liberia-finance-minister-samuel-tweah-wants-adequate-supply-of-banknotes-that-can-circulate-outside-the-commercial-banks/


 

He said President Emmanuel Macron has committed to leading a strong effort on the part of the 

French government to ensure the reduction through the cancellation of Liberia’s debt portfolio. 

Read More: 

Budget Allocation for Bad Southeast Roads? 
Deputy Speaker Cllr. J. FonatiKoffa says he will vigorously lobby in the next three years of 

CDC-led government with his colleagues to ensure budgetary allocation to fix the bad roads in 

the Southeast. He said he will commit himself to aggressively push for budgetary allocation to 

address the major challenge of road connectivity in the Southeast. 

The newly elected Deputy Speaker of the 

House of Representatives stated with the 

estimated cost of a mile of road construction 

at US$1 million, which amounts to at least 

US$50 million for 50 miles, will be lobbied 

for to be inculcated in each fiscal annual 

budget. 

 

“We cannot wait for the big loan estimated 

at US$100 million to address the long-time 

road challenge in the Southeast,” Deputy Speaker Koffa averred. 

 

According to his calculation, given the long stretch of road, US$50 million can be directed to the 

road initiative to tackle 50 miles annually with the total of US$150 million budget for three years 

to construct 150 miles of roads. 

In his first interview as Deputy Speaker on ELBC/LNTV on Monday, the Grand Kru County 

District #2 Representative pointed out that it will be significant progress for the country’s 

development drive, especially in the area of roads when fully supported and implemented, and a 

key development focus of President George M. Weah. 

 

Rep. Koffa intoned that when the road is constructed, it will help facilitate economic growth 

while improving local capacity, work and business opportunities, and livelihoods. 

Liberia has a lack of reliable roads, especially in the Southeast, which comprises the five of the 

remotest counties: Sinoe, River Gee, Grand Gedeh, Grand Kru and Maryland. 

The southeast road is impassable due to seasonal heavy rains, and thus affecting the nation’s 

economic growth, as it prevents rural communities from accessing essential products and public 

services, such as education, healthcare, water, and markets to sell crops and goods. 

Read More: 

  

https://www.liberianobserver.com/news/france-to-invest-significantly-in-liberia/
https://www.liberianobserver.com/news/budget-allocation-for-bad-southeast-roads/


 

 

TRANSCO CLSG to Address Electricity Woes Soon 
TRANSCO CLSG, a company implementing the installation of electricity facilities for the West 

Africa Power Pool (WAPP), is now ready to commission substations it has completed, up to 97 

percent, to provide electricity in most parts of the country. 

Entirely, the Mount Coffee facility 

being constructed has a 225-volt 

capacity with 133.66 megawatts 

allotted to Mount Coffee in addition 

to its already existing 88 

megawatts.  With this, TRANSCO 

CLSG General Manager, 

Mohammed M. Sherif says 

Monrovia yea the entire country will 

have an unimpeded power supply 

from the source to the destination 

where there will be no power 

fluctuation.Heavy transformers have 

been installed with transmission 

lines run from the station to the 

various parts of Monrovia and elsewhere, and the control room well equipped.   

Touring the Mount Coffee substation on January 23, 2021 with a team of journalists from 

various media institutions, Mr. Sherif assured that in the last week in February TRANSCO 

CLSG will begin commissioning the various substations across the country. This landmark 

achievement that is to alleviate Liberia’s power woes came through the support of the World 

Bank, the African Development Bank, the German Development Bank (KFW) and the European 

Investment Bank. 

The main source or station for this 1,303-kilometer regional power project covering Liberia, 

Guinea and Sierra Leone is in Man, La Côte d’Ivoire, and there are four substations in Liberia 

including the Yekepa substation in Nimba County, Botota in Bong County, Buchanan substation 

in Grand Bassa, and the Mount Coffee substation, the biggest of the stations. 

Donors of the project divided the substations in their sponsorship; the African Development 

Bank’s sponsors the lines from Mahn in Côte d’Ivoire to Yekepa and then N’Zérékoré, Guinea; 

the World Bank from Yekepa to Buchanan; the European Investment Bank covers Mt. Coffee to 



 

the border with Sierra Leone; and the German Development Bank supporting the Yekepa, 

Botota, Buchanan, and Mount Coffee substations. 
Read more: 

Millennium Challenge Compact for Liberia Ends 
The Millennium Challenge Account-

Liberia has announced the end, 

effective January 21, 2021, of the 

Millennium Challenge Compact 

between the United States 

Government and the Government of 

Liberia. 

The Compact, during its operation, 

improved the amount and reliability of 

electricity supply, more than doubled 

the number of homes with electricity 

access and left the Liberian 

government with a sustainable, data-

driven, road maintenance system. 

With the signing of the Compact in October 2015, the United States Government, acting through 

the Millennium Challenge Corporation (MCC), provided US$257 million to help increase access 

to more reliable and affordable electricity; and improve the planning and execution of routine, 

periodic, and emergency road maintenance.Its goal was to support the energy and road sectors in 

Liberia with the aim of helping to reduce poverty through economic growth in Liberia. 

Mt. Coffee Rehabilitation 
The Compact, according to a press release, contributed US$146.3 million to the rehabilitation of 

the Mt. Coffee Hydro Power Plant, the single largest support of any donor to the power plant, 

constituting 40 percent of the total US$350 million spent to rebuild the hydropower plant.   

“With 88 MW power generating capacity; Mt. Coffee represents the largest source of power and 

renewable energy supply for the Liberia Electricity Corporation (LEC). Mt. Coffee has enabled 

LEC to expand more reliable and affordable power supply to more than 82,000 homes, 

businesses, and other entities, compared to a little over 34,000 when Mt. Coffee came online in 

2016,” the release said. “Mt. Coffee also allowed LEC to reduce the average number of 

electricity outages by 45 percent since the start of the Compact. Outages are also much shorter 

now, with a reduction of 83 percent in the average duration of outages.” 

Read More: 

  

https://www.liberianobserver.com/news/transco-clsg-to-address-electricity-woes-soon/
https://www.liberianobserver.com/news/millennium-challenge-compact-for-liberia-ends/


 

Liberia Becomes AIIB’s 84th Member 
 

Liberia has become the 84th member, after being admitted as a non-regional member by the 

Board of Governors of the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB), and having completed 

the terms and conditions of membership set out in Resolution 96 of the AIIB’s Board of 

Governors, on January 4, 2021.  

The country’s formal application, which was submitted on 13 April 2020 through the Ministry of 

Finance and Development Planning, was approved at the Bank’s Fifth Annual Meeting held in 

Beijing, China, on July 28, 2020, 

making Liberia the Bank’s 

84th member. 

Joining the AIIB presents an 

opportunity for Liberia to continue to 

expand its cooperation with the 

community of Development Finance 

institutions (DFIs) around the world.  

This approval comes as President 

George Manneh Weah seeks to 

expand Liberia’s global economic 

leadership and presence to foster 

regional cooperation, economic development and integration.   

Joining the AIIB presents an opportunity for Liberia to continue to expand its cooperation with 

the community of Development Finance institutions (DFIs) around the world.  

Liberia as a member is expected to benefit from projects financing that has a value of more than 

20 to 30 times the total value of the investment the country makes in the bank, as the AIIB could 

hold equity share in a Public-Private Partnership (PPP) venture in roads or energy development 

or in projects of similar nature. 

It is also expected that the country will also leverage its membership within the bank to attract 

Asian investors and development financing into the country, especially at a time the country 

needs all the investments it can get in the post-COVID-19 era. 

See More: 

https://www.liberianobserver.com/news/liberia-becomes-aiibs-84th-member/


 

President George MannehWeah’S Annual 

Message to the Fourth Session of the Fifty-

Fourth National Legislature 
In fulfilment of my official duty under the mandate of Article 58 of the Constitution of Liberia, I 

am here again to present the Administration’s Legislative Program for the ensuing Fourth 

Session of this Honorable Legislature, and to report to you on the State of the Republic. 

I am further mandated to present the overall economic condition of the Nation, which should 

cover both expenditure and income.I want to 

congratulate all new Senators and 

Representatives who were elected to this 

august body from the Senatorial and By-

elections held on December 8, 2020. 

Some of you have retained your seats, while 

others are new to the Capitol Building. I want 

to urge each of you to diligently perform  the 

task for which our people have elected you.  I 

pledge my commitment to working with all of 

you so that together, with our collective 

efforts, we will serve the Liberian people well.Welcome back from your Annual Recess as you 

begin this Fourth Session of constructive dialogue and deliberation in the supreme interest of the 

Liberian people. I look forward to working with you in the spirit of collaboration and 

cooperation that we have always enjoyed. 

However, before I proceed further, I would like to offer my sincere condolences to you for the 

sad and untimely passing of two of your members during your recently ended Third Session, 

namely: Hon. Munah E. Pelham of District 9, Montserrado County, and Hon. J. NagbeSloh of 

District 2, Sinoe County. 

Read More: 

  

https://www.liberianobserver.com/news/annual-message-by-president-george-manneh-weah-to-the-fourth-session-of-the-fifty-fourth-national-legislature/


 

Liberia Sees $800 Million ArcelorMittal Investment This 

Year 

 

Liberia’s government expects talks with ArcelorMittal SA to yield an agreement to invest $800 

million in the West African nation, President George Weah said. Talks with the steelmaker about 

amending a so-called Mineral Development Agreement have made “significant progress,” Weah 

said in an address to the nation Monday in the capital, Monrovia.  

Changes to the accord will pave the way for the construction of a “value-addition concentrator 

plant,” he said. 

The new project being considered by the company will triple the amount of iron ore Liberia 

exports, boosting government revenue, Weah said. Liberia’s economy is still struggling to 

recover from an Ebola epidemic that swept across the country in 2014, and is now grappling with 

the fallout from the coronavirus pandemic. 

Read more 

  

https://www.bloombergquint.com/markets/liberia-sees-800-million-arcelormittal-investment-this-year


 

 

Newsletter by: 

 

 

 

Tracy Kollie 
Project officer  
Tracylnbcc2018@gmail.com 
+231886975388 
+231777975388  

Stanley Slagmolen 
Business consultant 
stanley.lnbcc@gmail.com 

+231880728725 

+31654306851 

 

Below is information of innovative projects that could spark the quest of Liberia to invest in its 

agricultural sector together with the wish to retain more of its foreign currency by producing 

its own fuel and also in which case sugar cane can be used instead of sugar beets 

Dutch Sustainable Development (DSD) BV was born in 2006. Originally, the company focused 

on supporting sugar mills in developing new activities, something that stemmed from the 

restructuring of the sugar sector in the European Union. Because of their years of experience in 

the sugar industry, they have long seen the enormous potential of sugar beet. They developed the 

Betaprocess, an innovative technique that allows sugar beet to be converted directly into 

bioethanol, among 

 

The Betaprocess 
In a three-year project together with Acrres, a national practice centre for renewable energy and 

green raw materials (initiative of Wageningen University), they set up a pilot plant in Lelystad, 

which could be used to produce bioethanol on a small scale through the Betaprocess. In this 

process, sugar beet is converted directly into bioethanol via fermentation, without first having to 

make sugar from it and then start producing bioethanol from the by-products. 

 

mailto:Tracylnbcc2018@gmail.com
mailto:stanley.lnbcc@gmail.com


 

It's actually a very simple process," says Hans van Klink of DSD. "In the pre-treatment phase, 

the beets are washed and cut. The resulting beetroot is then heated to about 65 degrees and put in 

a vacuum vessel. As a result, the cells are torn open, making the sugars available. That is actually 

the effect of the Beta process. The sugars go into the fermentation vessel together with the yeast 

and after about 36 hours the mush is ready for distillation. After distillation, you will have 

bioethanol and a watery residual flow, ideal for fermentation. The great advantage of the 

Betaprocess is that far fewer process steps are required than with other techniques. The yield is 

also up to 15 percent higher. In addition, the investment costs in a new factory are lower and you 

have lower operating costs." 

Innovative ideas for cities in Africa 

Royal HaskoningDHV, Stiphout Industries B.V. and Studio Stroomer are developing innovative 

ideas for a circular economy in Ghana, Nigeria and Senegal. The 3 businesses submitted plans 

for turning waste into construction materials and collecting textiles for re-use and recycling. The 

businesses will get up to €200,000 to develop their ideas with local partners during the next 2 

years. 

Circular innovations 

Royal HaskoningDHV: Turning waste into construction materials by Ghanaian local business 

Aluminium or iron salts are often used during the treatment process for drinking water. Sludge is 

a by-product of this process that negatively affects the environment, public and economy. In 

Weija, Ghana, these issues affect the urban area. 

In the construction industry, there is a high demand for fair raw materials. In Europe, innovative 

technologies are being developed to turn sludge into construction materials. With this project, 

Royal HaskoningDHV applies this technology to the Ghanaian situation. This will help 2 

construction companies that want to use local materials in their products. 

Stiphout Industries B.V.: From waste to raw materials 

Stiphout Industries, together with Senegal RecyclagePlastique (SARL), wants to collect all types 

of plastic waste and process it. Once processed, waste can turn into useful products. For 

example, locally made watering hoses and building blocks. The goal is to clean up the 

environment in Senegal without using extra energy. 

Studio Stroomer: Textile collection for re-use and recycling in Lagos, Nigeria   

Worldwide, around 60 billion kilos of textiles and footwear is burnt or sent to landfill every year. 

Many countries, including Nigeria, want to move towards local production. Yet, their markets 

are flooded by new and second-hand clothing from Western countries. The project ‘Africa 

Collects Textile Nigeria’ aims to introduce a new model for: 



 

 Collecting and distributing used clothing in Nigeria. This will provide low-income communities 

with proper but fair clothes. 

 A  circular fashion industry. Large numbers of sorted materials will be prepared for upcycling 

and recycling. 

Want to know more about SBIR? 

The Dutch government uses the Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR) in Developing 

Markets programme to challenge entrepreneurs to solve societal problems with innovative 

products and services together with local partners in Africa. The Netherlands Enterprise Agency 

carries out SBIR on behalf of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Projects in this programme are 

selected based on the following criteria: 

 impact on the theme; 

 innovation; 

 quality of the project; and 

 economic perspective. 

  collaboration with local partners; 

 the gender approach; and 

 the involvement of women. 

OSKAM V/F: Cement-less, 100% locally produced building blocks for energy efficient houses 

OSKAM, and its partners LEVS and TNO, are convinced that housing made of Cement-less 

Compressed Earth Blocks (CCEB), entirely based on local resources, is a viable and energy 

efficient solution to the growing housing demands in West Africa. By excluding cement and 

other materials produced at temperatures higher than 1000°C, and using an innovative binder 

developed by TNO, the impact on costs and environmental loads (CO2 emissions and 

deforestation) is greatly reduced. The project team envisions a future in which houses will be 

built with only local resources by the local population using compact and mobile machinery, 

therefore also improving local working conditions and economy. 

NETICS BV: The DrainUpGrader, affordable drainage thanks to a circular approach 

The huge drainage network in Accra (Ghana) is in bad shape due to interruptions and blockages. 

This causes fatal floods with millions of euros in damage every year. There is a lot of waste in 

the drains, resulting in stagnant polluted water. This entails health risks. Renovation is 

traditionally done with concrete gutters. Concrete has a high CO2 footprint and is expensive, 

making renovation of the entire system prohibitively expensive. Only small parts are tackled, 

skipping the most flood-prone areas with the most vulnerable people. The DrainUpGrader is an 

attachment for an excavator that makes a circular drainage gutter of compressed soil 10x cheaper 

and 20x faster. 


