
 

April 17, 2019 newsletter. 

LNBCC Business Consultant back in Liberia 

On February 5, 2019, the Mr. Stanley Slagmolen the consultant of Liberia Netherlands Business 

Cultural Council (LNBCC) took his vacation in the Netherlands to attend to family engagements. 

While away from home he met with LNBCC international partners to strengthen the ongoing 

partnership agreements. 

Mr. Slagmolen the Consultant of LNBCC visited 

Jane  Mulder; Energy Consultant & Project 

Manager of   

TOPEC, Daan Dulaart CEO of Subo International, 

Arthur Doorenbos the Director for Nedstar, 

Richard Stockman of FairProfit and Rene of Evo-

Fenedex. During the meetings with these 

International counterparts, he discussed issues of 

progress and challenges of his organization and 

future opportunities that partners can engage in 

through investing in the Liberian economy. He also stressed that there is a need to encourage 

other future partners invest in the growing economy of Liberia. 

International News 

WASHINGTON – The World Bank has unveiled a new plan to help African countries 

strengthen their human capital. The objective of the plan is to enable Africa‟s young people to 

grow up with optimal health and equipped with the right skills to compete in 

 the digitizing global economy. 

Sub-Saharan Africa scores the lowest 

of all the world‟s regions on the World 

Bank‟s Human Capital Index, a 

measurement of how well countries 

invest in the next generation of 

workers.  The score is explained by 

high mortality and stunting rates in the 

region, as well as inadequate student 

learning outcomes – all of which have a 

direct effect on economic 

productivity. To help countries turn 

these indicators around, the World Bank‟s Africa Human Capital Plan is setting ambitious targets 



to be achieved in the region by 2023. These include a drastic reduction in child mortality to save 

4 million lives, averting stunting among 11 million children, and increasing learning outcomes 

for girls and boys in school by 20%. These achievements can raise Africa‟s Human Capital Index 

score upwards to increase the productivity of future workers by 13%. 

https://frontpageafricaonline.com/business/economy/world-bank-launches-human-capital-plan-to-
propel-investment-in-africas-people/ 

Local News 
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President Weah Issues Executive Order #96 to Stimulate 

Economic Growth 

The President of the Republic, H.E. George Manneh Weah, has issued Executive Order #96 

containing a number of measures aimed at reversing the protracted downturn in economic 

activities and slow growth driven by the continuous and persistent declines in the prices of 

and demand for Liberia‟s primary 

export goods of rubber, iron ore 

and timber. Measures contained in 

the President‟s Executive Order 

#96, dated April 10, 2019, affects 

Work Permits, Residence Permits, 

Collection of Work and Residence 

Permits, Surface Rental Fees, Real 

Estate Taxes and Customs Duties 

and Import Permit Declarations 

amongst others.  

Work Permits, Executive Order #96 

declares, shall be issued for a period of up to five years at the option of the holder or 

beneficiary. The fees for Work Permits shall be assessed by the Minister of Labor in 

consultation with the Minister of Finance and Development Planning and shall be published 

by Regulations. 

The Executive Order also states that Residence Permits shall be issued for a period of five 

years at the option of the holder or beneficiary and the fees shall be assessed by the 
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Commissioner of the Liberia Immigration Service (LIS) in consultation with the Ministry of 

Justice.  

Consistent with the Executive Order, all fees for Work and Residence Permits shall be paid 

directly to the Liberia Revenue Authority for deposit into the Consolidated Account of the 

Government of Liberia.  

From now on, according to the President‟s Executive Order #96, a concessionaire shall be 

liable to pay Annual Surface Rental for unencumbered land only and the payment of the 

Surface Rental Fees for unencumbered land shall be in accordance with the requisite 

provisions of the Liberia Revenue Code, as amended. The Encumbrance referred to here are 

those resulting from legal claims recognized by the Government of Liberia which prevents a 

contractor from using a portion of the land granted by the Government in the Concession 

Agreement.  

The Executive Order also declares that the Commissioner-General of the Liberia Revenue 

Authority, in consultation with the Minister of Finance and Development Planning, may set 

forth a schedule of waivers, in Regulation, to be reviewed annually by them for the granting 

of relief from assessment of penalties and interest related to Real Estate taxes, Customs 

Duties and related levies, including those under Administrative Review, Judicial Review, 

Audits or Examinations  as a result of either or both failure to file or failure to pay such 

taxes, duties and levies when due.  

“Failure on the part of the taxpayer to take advantage of a waiver offered during an annual 

period, the Order further states, “shall preclude the taxpayer from taking advantage of future 

annual waivers for a period of five years, during which period the taxpayer is to be subject 

to sanctions, including the seizure and forfeiture of assets.”  

Executive Order #96 also instructs that all commercial importers of goods into Liberia are 

exempted from seeking Import Permits and filling Import Permit Declarations, which 

heretofore have been administered by the Ministry of Commerce and Industry. However, the 

commercial importers of goods must continue to notify the Ministry of Commerce and 

Industry, in writing, of their intent to import which written notification shall not be used by 

any Agency of Government including the Ministry of Commerce and Industry, to 

circumvent this prohibition against seeking Import Permits and filling Import Permit 

Declarations.  

As a further mitigating measure, the President‟s Executive Order has authorized the 

Minister of Finance and Development Planning to, by Administrative Regulation, impose 

surtax on goods imported into the country that are in competition with local manufacturers 

and producers.  

The Executive Order also imposes a reduced tax of 7% from 10% on Travel Agency or 

Travel Arrangers, on the issuing of tickets travels that either originates within Liberia or the 

passengers embarking within Liberia.  

  



UPDATE 1-Liberia, Guinean iron venture sign outline export deal – by 

Barbara Lewis and Saliou Samb (Reuters Africa – April 18, 2019) 

April 18, 2019 in Africa Mining, International Media Resource Articles, Iron Ore  

https://af.reuters.com/ 

LONDON/CONAKRY, April 18 (Reuters) – Liberia has signed an outline deal with a new 

venture set up to mine iron ore in Guinea to be shipped via Liberia, an export route the Guinean 

government has vetoed for the much larger Simandou project. 

The Zogota iron ore project in Guinea is 

being developed by former Xstrata boss Mick 

Davis through his Niron Metals venture and 

marks a relaunch of his mining career. 

Following a pledge on economic cooperation 

by the presidents of Guinea and Liberia at the 

start of the month in Dakar, an announcement 

on Thursday in London said the Liberian 

government and Niron Metals had signed a 

memorandum of understanding on the 

passage through Liberia of iron ore from the Zogota deposit. 

Liberian National Investment Commission Chairman Molewuleh Gray said the government 

would begin talks with the railway and port operators relating to third-party access. 

Davis, also chief executive of Britain‟s ruling Conservative Party, said the agreement was a 

milestone in the development of Zogota. He said the aim was to complete a feasibility study 

within six months and bring it rapidly into production. 

For the rest of this article: https://af.reuters.com/article/guineaNews/idAFL5N2202VS 
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Liberia: Japanese Gov‟t to Fund Improvement Of Liberia‟s Rice, 

Fishery Sector  

The Japanese government through the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) of the United 

Nations has signed two projects with the Liberians government value at US$750, 000 to improve 

the fishery sector and enhance rice productivity in the country. 

 

The signing ceremony took place at the Ministry of Agriculture and it involved the Ministries of 
Agriculture, Internal Affairs, the National Fisheries and Aquaculture Authority (NaFAA) along 
with representatives of the Government of Japan. 

Speaking at the event, FAO Representative in Liberia Madam Mariatou Njie praised the 
Government and people of Japan for entrusting its resources to FAO to execute the two major 
projects that will improve Liberia agriculture sector. 

According to Madam Njie, over 90 percent of rice costing about of US$80 million are imported 
in the country yearly. 

“In 2018, rice represented 37.8% (Central Bank of Liberia report, 2018) of the total imports of 
food and live animals. Liberia population growth currently at 2.5% per annum has led the 
country to experience increase in demand for rice,” the FAO Country Representative said. 

https://frontpageafricaonline.com/news/liberia-japanese-govt-to-fund-improvement-of-
liberias-rice-fishery-sectors/ 
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Development As LAA ends rural airstrips tour 

Authorities at the Liberia Airport Authority (LAA) have ended a week-long assessment and 

inspection tour of five rural airstrips in the southeastern region of Liberia  Airstrips toured 

included, The R.E. Murray in Greenville, Unification in Sass Town, William R. Tolbert in 

Grandcess, Alexander Tubman in 

Harper and William D. Coleman in 

Zwedru, Grand Gedeh County. 

According to the Acting Managing 

Director of LAA, Bishop John Allan 

Klayee, the tour was aimed at 

identifying challenges confronting 

those airstrips and how the LAA could 

help mitigate them.  He added that part 

of the tour was to make these airstrips 

commercially viable, by linking 

Liberian cities thru air routes; 

something he said, could ease the burden of traveling for hours via road. Bishop Klayee said he 

is optimistic that, with the revival of rural airstrips, Liberian cities could become centers of 

attraction thru tourism, trade and commerce. 

The LAA, Bishop Klayee maintained, will develop a business case to find investors for its inter-

city commercial airline plan. The five-day tour had a team of eleven Liberian Airport 

Professionals including, Acting MD, Bishop John Allan Klayee; Deputy MD Operations, Sandra 

Daye; Deputy MD for Technical Services, Paula Fares; Chief Financial Officer, George D. 

Yuoh; and Spriggs Port Manager, Emmanuel Tarplah; among others.  See more 

https://www.liberianobserver.com/news/prospects-for-commercial-domestic-air-travel-in-sight/ 

Orange Launches Total Card Top Up with Orange Money 

The management teams of Orange and Total Liberia have announced a new partnership that 

allows subscribers to reload Total fuel cards using Orange Money. The announcement was made 

at a press conference held on 11th April at Total‟s 5th Street Service Station in Monrovia.   

https://www.liberianobserver.com/news/prospects-for-commercial-domestic-air-travel-in-sight/


The press conference was opened by 

Mrs. Noosevett Weah, Media Relations 

Manager at Orange. Speaking on behalf 

of Orange Liberia, Zaza Mulbah, Head 

of Orange Money, said: “We are excited 

to launch this innovation today which 

will bring a lot of convenience to 

Orange and Total customers. Now, 

Total customers can simply refill their 

Total card directly from their phone, 

through Orange Money. All they have to do is to dial *144#, select USD currency, then Pay with 

Orange Money, select Total top up, then follow the instructions. Once the transaction will have 

been completed, customers will receive a confirmation SMS with all the transaction details.” Mr.  

Mulbah went on to explain: “By using Orange Money to refill their Total top up cards, customers 

no longer have to commute to the Total headquarters to make payments which is a hassle for 

many. With Orange Money, customers can make payments from their mobile phone anytime, 

anywhere. It is instantaneous and secure. No risk anymore for carrying large amounts of 

cash all the way to Total headquarters.” Making her remarks on the new service, Ms. 

Monique Stewart, SFS & Communications Manager at Total, said: “Our Total card which was 

launched in 2009 is more than just a fuel card. As a company that believes in designing solutions 

that offer increased value to our customers, it is no surprise that we have partnered with Orange 

Liberia to launch the „Top up‟ service. With a well-established trend of innovation and continual 

improvement in our products and services, Total is committed to responding to demand for 

digital services across our network.” 

 https://www.liberianobserver.com/news/orange-launches-total-card-top-up-with-orange-money/ 

  

https://www.liberianobserver.com/news/orange-launches-total-card-top-up-with-orange-money/


As Liberia Struggles with Electricity Fluctuations, TRANSCO CLSG 

Project Eyeing December 2019 Start 

ABIDJAN – If everything goes according to script, a 1982 policy agreement amongst the Heads 

of States of the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) could see Liberia 

taking a major step in alleviating its ongoing 

electricity fluctuation issues. 

Regional leaders agreed in ‟82 to put in 

place a regional energy policy that would 

promote a regional energy market and to 

optimize resources in West Africa. 

Subsequently, in 1999 the West African 

Power Pool (WAPP) was created and its 

Master Plan was put in place in 2000 with a 

view to provide electrical energy at 

competitive and affordable prices in the 

West Africa region to ensure social and 

economic development. 

As part of the Master Plan, WAPP planned to accelerate several regional interconnection line 

projects including a transmission line to interconnect the States of Côte d‟Ivoire, Liberia, Sierra 

Leone and Guinée (CLSG). 

 

See more: https://frontpageafricaonline.com/business/economy/as-liberia-struggles-with-electricity-
fluctuations-transco-clsg-project-eyeing-december-2019-start/ 
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Liberia: Major Int‟l Donors Want „Critical Actions‟ By Gov‟t For Road 

Fund Success 

Liberia‟s international development partners helping to remedy the country‟s road network 

challenges have called on the government to take “critical action” in order to achieve compliance 

with the National Road Fund 

Act, NRF. 

The partners are the World 

Bank Group, the German 

Cooperation, European Union, 

African Development Bank, 

Embassy of Sweden and the 

Millennium Challenge 

Corporation. 

In a document obtained by 

FrontPageAfrica, the donors 

have underscored major issues 

including the transfer of already 

collected road funds to the 

escrow account, ensuring fuel importers pay their Road Fund arrears, conforming to the data-

driven five-year maintenance plan and the hiring a permanent technical advisor to coordinate the 

NRF. 

The NRF was established by legislation in 2016 to finance maintenance and rehabilitation of 

roads and bridges. The fund comprises monies raised through appropriations by the Government 

of Liberia, grants, and loans by international partners, road user charges through levies on fuel 

and other sources. 

However, there have been repeated obstacles impeding the NRF including the collection of taxes 

from petroleum importers. Some of these delays are making international partners edgy, and they 

have repeated calls for a massive and robust implementation of the NRF. 

In the document intended to identify critical issues relating to the NRF, the six major 

international partners supporting Liberia‟s road sector also outlined the progress of the 

government toward the implementation of the Road Fund Act. 

See more: https://frontpageafricaonline.com/politics/liberia-major-intl-donors-want-critical-action-by-
govt-for-road-fund-success/ 
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Conex Breaks Ground for Phase II of Petroleum Storage Terminal 

Cherif M. Abdallah, chairman, and chief executive officer of a local petroleum company, Conex 

Petroleum Group Incorporated, on Tuesday, April 16, 2019, broke ground to construct phase II 

of a storage terminal, located in the courtyard of the Bong Mines Pier at the Freeport of 

Monrovia. The project, according to Mr. Abdallah, when completed, will add value, ensuring 

that the strategic reserve and savings on 

the flight of foreign exchange from the 

country, while creating additional revenue 

through royalties to the Liberian 

Petroleum Refinery Company (LPRC), 

taxes to the government and community 

development projects. Accordingly, it will 

also ensure petroleum product sufficiency 

and job creation, “but will take 

approximately 24 months from 

commencement of construction.” 

“Here we are today with a modern 

petroleum storage terminal built strictly on the American Petroleum Institute (API) standard, to 

include the construction of the Oil Processing Facility,” Abdallah said, he believes that the future 

of the nation depends on a vibrant Liberian-owned private sector. Mr. Abdallah therefore called 

on other well-meaning Liberians “to join us in building small, medium and large-scale 

businesses that will be the means by which we all forge ahead into the successful future of our 

country.” 

https://www.liberianobserver.com/news/conex-breaks-ground-for-phase-ii-of-petroleum-storage-
terminal/  

Health News: 

 

Japan grants Liberia 2.7M for support of Health Sector 
 

The Governments of the Republic of Liberia and Japan have signed 2.7 Million Dollars Grant 

Agreement geared towards supporting the Liberian health sector. The signing ceremony took 

place on Monday, April 8
th

 in Monrovia, the Foreign Ministry said in a statement. 

Liberia‟s Foreign Minister Gbehzohngar Milton Findley signed on behalf of the Liberian 

Government while the Japanese Ambassador to Liberia, H.E. Tsutomu Himeno, signed for the 

Japanese Government. 

The Japanese grant will help provide medical equipment for major health facilities across the 

nation aimed at building a resilience health sector. 
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Foreign Minister Findley described 

the Agreement as a manifestation 

of the continuous support from the 

Government of Japan to Liberia, 

adding “the assistance will go a 

long way in addressing some of the 

challenges Liberia is faced 

with”.Minister Findley expressed 

Liberia‟s deepest gratitude and 

appreciation to the Government and 

People of Japan for what he termed 

as a laudable assistance to Liberia 

at this critical time in the nation‟s 

history.The Dean of the Cabinet 

told the Japanese Envoy that 

Liberia looks forward to deepen cooperation with japan as well as to strengthen the existing 

bilateral ties between the two countries. 

For his part, Japanese Ambassador Himeno said the 2.7 Million Grant Agreement signifies the 

mutual friendship and ties between Liberia and Japan, as well as the cordial friendship between 

the Presidents of Liberia and japan. Ambassador Himeno noted that the Japanese Government 

attaches serious value to her assistance provided towards the Liberia‟s health sector which he 

stated is essential to the survival and wellbeing of Liberia and its people. 

He also stated that the Grant is a part of efforts by Japan to support its TICAD initiative in 

Liberia, as well as to promote the high-level policy dialogue between African leaders and 

development partners from Japan. 

https://sengbeh.wordpress.com/2019/04/08/japan-poised-to-pump-us2-7m-in-liberias-health-sector/ 
 

End Preventable Maternal, Newborn, Child And Adolescent Deaths In 

The Country 

The Liberia Health CSOs Network 

(LiHCON) has called on the 

government of Liberia to increase 

budgetary support to the Health 

sector in order to end preventable 

maternal, newborn, child and 

adolescent deaths in the country. 

The Chairperson of LiHCON Joyce 

K. Jarwolo praised international 

development partners including the 

USAID, EU, World Bank, Global 

Funds, Gavi Irish Aid and, the 

https://sengbeh.wordpress.com/2019/04/08/japan-poised-to-pump-us2-7m-in-liberias-health-sector/


Japanese government and other partners for the continuous support to Liberia‟s health sector. 

In January 2017, the World Bank approved a 16 million grant from the Global Financing Facility 

(GFF)  to improve the quality of primary and secondary health care services in Liberia with 

focus on reproductive, maternal, newborn, child and adolescent health ( RMNCAH). 

The GFF funding is addressing six priority areas as identified by the Ministry of Health, United 

Nations agencies, bilateral partners, NGOs, and the World Bank. Despite donor supports, 

Madam Jarwolo said the government of Liberia needs to do more to support the health 

sector.“The network (LiHCON) is calling on the government to allocate more budgetary support 

toward the health sector and ensure at least 40% of the health budget to be allocated to directly 

funding RMNCAH+N Investment case in Liberia,” Madam Jarwolo said.Madam Jarwolo was 

speaking Wednesday, April 10, at the launch of LiHCON‟s “Spotlight on GFF in Liberia”. 

The Spotlight of GFF is developed as an advocacy tool for more domestic resource mobilization 

for RMNCAH in the country. 

Serene-Health To Unveil Its 2019 Work Plan To Partners 

Serene Health, a Liberian-based community health organization, which has been providing 

healthcare for Liberians with severe medical conditions, will on Friday, April 12, 2019, unveil 

and share its 2019 work plan with partners and potential partners. 

Among the group‟s immediate goals is the implementation of six medical outreaches and the 

adoption of a medical facility for maternal health services in rural Montserrado County and the 

Todee Health District. 

Mrs. Maima Dabah Quoi Pelham, Executive Director, is hoping that partners will gain first-hand 

knowledge of some of the many outreaches the organization has been involved with since it 

began operating in November 2013. “Our functions were limited during Ebola, but we resumed 

full operations in 2016″, Mrs. Pelham explains. 

Despite making inroads, she says funding has been a challenge. “We have been raising funds 

mainly through small contributions from individuals and local corporations and through 

donations boxes placed at various supermarkets and restaurants in Monrovia. Our major funding 

came from NOCAL in 2016 to 

implement a maternal health 

project and four medical 

outreaches in Louisiana 

community in rural Montserrado. 

“We trained and deployed 26 

midwives and community health 

volunteers to monitor and support 

102 pregnant women until 

delivery. We also provided 

medical services to 1390 patients 

through mobile outreaches, 49.7% 

of whom children.” The impact of this project was tremendous. It was later extended for six 

months until April 2018, but we are unable to continue or scale up due to lack of funding.” 



https://frontpageafricaonline.com/health/liberia-serene-health-to-unveil-its-2019-work-plan-to-
partners/ 

EVENTS  

West Africa’s 6th International Plastics, Printing and Packaging 

Trade Show 

Accra International Conference Centre 19 – 21 November 2019 

 

Plastprintpack West Africa 2018 took place in Abidjan, Ivory 

Coast. This major event for West African plastprintpack 

professionals is now once again back to Accra, Ghana This is a 

major meeting place for all investors and companies that are in the 

Plastics, Printing and Packaging business.  

For the first time an official German Pavilion will be present at 

agrofood & plastprintpack West Africa 2019 featuring a 

participation of German exhibitors displaying their solutions and 

products.  

The German Pavilion is presented by the Federal Ministry for 

Economic Affairs and Energy in cooperation with the Association 

of the German Trade Fair Industry AUMA and supported by the 

DLG German Agricultural Society. 

See more:  

https://www.ppp-westafrica.com/plastprintpack-westafrica.html 

 

A NICE OUTING NEAR MONROVIA 

On the way from Monrovia to Kakata, just at the entrance  to Mount Barkley a flower and plant 

nursery.  

There is a signboard on the road which you would easily miss. EXOTIC.  

There are actually two nurseries in Mount Barkley. One is on the main road to Kakata on the 

right hand side and the other on the other side, the latter is a true quest to 

find it. One of the kids of the nursery on the road showed us the way, to the 

hidden nursery of Mr. Soree. For those who want to try; from Monrovia, 

turn left just after the sign, or behind the petrol stationon the left hand side 

of the road. Follow the dirt road between houses and cabins, keep little right 

till the road stops. Continue on foot across different bridges between bush and agricultural area 

to the nursery.  It is an older nursery with a reasonable range of plants and trees. Thereis a 

cinnamon tree Malagetta and large fields Strelitzia Juncea, a smaller species of the bird of 

paradise flower, Spathiphyllum (the spoon plant, which smells very nice in the morning. The 

owner is Mr. Sore Omarou who will give a nice tour of the premises (0886562086). There is also 

a section with various ordhids.  
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