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LNBCC at Chocoa in Amsterdam. 

Chocoa is a trade fair that brings together stakeholders from the entire supply chain, from cocoa 

farmers to chocolate consumers and is held every year. This year LNBCC‟s Stanley Slagmolen 

visited the fair. 

Chocoa 2019 was held at the “ Beurs van Berlage”  in Amsterdam from 20 until 24 February 

2019.  This fair was very informative on the entire chocolate industry. The major African 

producing countries Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria and Cameroun,  were all represented. Also it 

was noticed that the representation of South American producers was very strong.  

 

 



Although Liberia did not have a stand on the fair, the country was officially represented by two 

officials of LACRA: Dr John S. Flomo (Director General) and Mrs Aletha Kpor (director 

International sale) Both took part in various forums that were held at the fair and Chocolate 

Academy.  

Amsterdam being one of the major or the major port in cocoa is hosting many cocoa trade houses 

and large chocolate companies. Also Barry Callibaut from Belgium was present, as well as 

Daanhouwer, Cargill, Guittard, Tony‟s Chocolonely and many others.  Interesting to see that 

many of these large organisations have direct relations with cooperatives in Ivory Coast and 

Ghana 

The issues of fair trade and the conservation of African forests were very much highlighted at the 

fair. It is evident that various monocultures that are being practiced on the African continent have 

devastated the prime forests in countries like Ghana and Ivory Coast. An interesting sustainable 

project is being carried out in the Gola Rain Forest in Sierra 

Leone, which is next to Liberia‟s national Gola park. 

(info@twin.org.co )  

Mr Slagmolen also met with Bioversity International, which 

coordinates the Cocoa of Excellence Programme, an entry 

point for farmers who want to participate in the International 

Cocoa Awards – the only competition that recognizes the 

work of cocoa farmers and celebrates the diversity of cocoa 

flavours globally.   

 

Visits by LNBCC in the Netherlands 

The following Dutch companies were visited and have registered to become new members of 

LNBCC 

A visit was made to InterMotive in the 

south of the country to meet with the CEO 

René Boers and Parts Manager Jeroen 

Voermans. René indicated that they are long 

term traders with  Liberia, for cars and spare 

parts. Their philosophy is to stock and 

deliver quality vehicles and provide services 

on spare parts and maintenance. 

InterMotive has extensive experience in 

customizing vehicles to best fit to a wide 

variety of specialized uses. CEO René 

Boers intends to visit Liberia in mid 2019.  

 1 Jeroen Voermans with CEO René Boers in the background 

https://www.twin.org.uk/news/our-team-in-sierra-leone/
https://www.twin.org.uk/news/our-team-in-sierra-leone/
https://www.rainforesttrust.org/gola/
https://www.bioversityinternational.org/cacao/
http://www.cocoaofexcellence.org/
http://www.cocoaofexcellence.org/
http://www.cocoaofexcellence.org/
http://www.intermotive.nl/


Subo International in the centre of the Netherlands is a company that is connected particularly 

to West Africa and is a production and trading company of all frozen foods, the dairy 

industry and other commodities like nuts & pulses.  

 

According to CEO Daan Dullaart the company has 25 years of worldwide experience in 

food production, food service and food trade. This enables the company to supply the best 

products at the best price.  

Subo cooperates with various Liberian importers and exporters.  

 

Alcochem Hygiene is located in the centre of the Netherlands and is producing materials for pest 

control. This company does not use chemicals but works along the lines of traps and integrated 

control. This is particularly interesting for the agricultural sector but also an interesting 

development  for general health. Further Alcochem is developing a 

trap for mosquitos, which can substantially reduce the occurrence of 

Malaria in affected area‟s.  Operating around the globe, Alcochem 

Hygiene has built up an extensive network, that offers innovative and 

high-quality products to the market. Development, innovation, 

production, and logistics are key disciplines of Alcochem‟s 

competences and have allowed the company to serve various 

industries Company Director Ronald van Lierop intends to visit 

Liberia in April.  

 

Topec is specialised in engineering tailor-made turnkey projects. The assembly of generator sets, 

the production of control and distribution panels and the test procedures all take place under one 

roof. Once the project is ready for delivery 

Topec can provide the installation and 

commissioning - anywhere in the world. 

For companies in healthcare, water, power 

and the food & beverage industry, 

everything revolves around generating, 

controlling and distributing essential and 

emergency power. Topec delivers reliable 

power supply solutions for situations 

where continuity is a must. A meeting was 

attended with Mr. Jan Mulder Energy 

consultant of Topec. on his proposed visit 

to Liberia and is looking forward to meet 

partners of LNBCC.  

 

https://www.subo-international.com/
https://www.alcochem.net/
https://topec.nl/


Local news 

Agriculture: 

Weah‟s Green Mission to Israel: Liberian President Eyeing Agriculture 

Innovation, Expertise of Jewish State 

Monrovia – On his first official trip to the Jewish Republic of Israel, President George Manneh 

Weah has a glowing opportunity to inject some spark into the gloomy economic outlook back 

home when he visits “Green 2000” for a presentation on agriculture Tuesday.  

The trip marks a sudden shift to 

a sector many say has been 

abandoned by the new 

administration which has been 

emphasizing fixes and patch-ups 

of community roads since it 

assumed office last January. 

Dr. Mogana Flomo, Minister of 

Agriculture has led the charge in 

pressing for increased allotment 

for agriculture in the draft 

national fiscal budget. The 

2018/2019 fiscal year is 

US$488.8 million, with US$8.3 

million being appropriated for 

agriculture. This amounts to 

1.69% of the total national 

budget of Liberia, while 62.1% 

goes to recurrent expenditures 

the bulk of which pays for huge 

salaries and allowances and 

logistics for top officials. 

For more: click here  

  

https://frontpageafricaonline.com/business/economy/weahs-green-mission-to-israel-liberian-president-eyeing-agriculture-innovation-expertise-of-jewish-state/


Liberia International Christian College (LICC) hosted Agro Expo 

 
Liberia International Christian College (LICC) hosted 

their own Ganta Agro Expo March 9
th

.  There was of 

course their famous LICC chocolates for sale, as well 

as ginger candies, jams/jellies, and banana chips....all 

made by the students of the campus. There were also 

vendors from around the area featuring things like 

smoothies, body lotions, honey, fresh fruits and 

vegetables, local eggs and meat, sweet potato chips, 

woven baskets, lappas bags, and more! 

 

All day long, agriculture students lead guests on tours 

to view the 5 acre facilities which include a 

laboratory for soil/disease testing, incubators, fields, 

greenhouses, pigs, turkeys, ducks, rabbits, layers, 

aquaponics, fish ponds, wildlife, aquariums, beehives, 

research kitchen, etc. 

 
For more info, contact: 

Anna Glenn 

Agriculture Instructor at LICC 

Hope in the Harvest 

amaeglenn@gmail.com 

  

mailto:amaeglenn@gmail.com


Health 
 
One-year results from PREVAIL 3 published in the New England 

Journal of Medicine 
A five-year study of Ebola survivors in Liberia, funded by the U.S. National Institutes of Health 

(NIH), has found that although certain health problems remain more common among survivors 

than among their household and sexual contacts who never had the virus, overall, the health of 

survivors improved during their first 

year of follow-up, a press release said 

yesterday. “The Liberian government, 

through President George Manneh 

Weah and the Ministry of Health, 

would like to thank the researchers 

and the brave Ebola survivors for their 

contributions to this study. These 

results will impact the lives of many 

others, and I am proud of Liberia„s 

role,” said Health Minister Dr. 

Wilhelmina Jallah. Although survivors 

initially reported symptoms of urinary 

frequency, headache, fatigue, muscle pain, memory loss, and joint pain more often than their 

close contacts in the study, the occurrence of these symptoms and other physical exam findings 

went down in both groups over a year. Nevertheless, both Ebola survivors and their close 

contacts were found to have many health problems overall. 

For more info click here  

 

Liberia: John F. Kennedy Medical Center Wants Power to Own Drugs 

Monrovia – No drugs has become 

something synonymous to the John F. 

Kennedy (JFK) Hospital according to 

many patients, who visit the hospital to 

seek medical treatment. However, this 

could be solved if the Public 

Procurement Concession Commission 

(PPCC) Act is amended to give the 

hospital authority purchasing power, 

according to Dr. Jerry Brown, JFK‟s 

Chief Medical Hospital. 

Many patients, who have visited the 

https://www.liberianobserver.com/news/health-of-ebola-survivors-in-liberia-has-improved-study-shows


hospital in past have complained that they have been told to buy prescribed medications from 

pharmacies and drugs stores because of the lack of drugs in the hospital. 

According to the JFK Chief Medical Officer, there is a need to amend the Act that would allow 

the hospital procures its own drugs according to needs by the hospital. He said, as it stands, all 

drugs used by the JFK are procured by local venders. Despite these issues, Dr. Brown believes 

his administration has managed to solve 60% of the challenge. 

 “All of our drugs are procured by local venders and they determine what we procure even 

though they are approved by venders but they too have some limitation as to some of the drugs 

we need to provide the appropriate medical care. 

For more on this visit: click here  

Liberia Cancer Society Ends Ride or Walk Against Cancer 
The Liberia Cancer Society (LCS) has held the 2019 edition of its annual Bike Ride and Walk 

Against Cancer in Monrovia. The event, held on Sunday, February 24, was marked by sales of T-

shirts, long distance walk and bike 

ride with dozens of walkers, 

joggers and riders, including 

international of participants taking 

part in the event. The aim of the 

annual event which is held in 

partnership with the Association of 

Filipino Bikers in Liberia and the 

Liberian Bikers Federation, is 

meant to carry on awareness of all 

forms of cancer and to raise funds 

for the LCS to carry out its 

programs.  

 

Finance 

Central Bank of Liberia Governor Stresses Collaboration Amongst 

ECOWAS Central Banks 

Dakar, Senegal – The 53
rd

 Ordinary Meeting of the Committee of Governors of Central Banks 

of ECOWAS Member States, ended Thursday, February 21, 2019 in Dakar, the Republic of 

Senegal, with a commitment by Liberia to remain supportive of the policies and programs of the 

Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS). 

https://frontpageafricaonline.com/health/liberia-john-f-kennedy-medical-center-wants-power-to-own-drugs


In a statement, the Executive Governor of the Central 

Bank of Liberia Honorable Nathaniel R. Patray, III, 

observed that the people in the ECOWAS region 

continue to suffer from macroeconomic 

instability, including depreciation of domestic 

currencies, high debt ratio and weak GDP growth in a 

number of the Member countries.  Governor Patray 

said there is a need for harmonization of policies and 

regulations among West African States to tackle the 

macroeconomic challenges facing the region 

before   the ECOWAS Monetary Cooperation 

Programme (EMCP). “We need a collective response to all of these challenges,” said Governor 

Patray. He added that the Government of Liberia will do what is best in the interest of Liberia 

and its people and the collective good of the Community. 

See more: click here  

US Report on Liberia‟s Missing 16 Billion: „No Information to Support 

Allegations Containers of Money Missing‟ 

Monrovia – Ahead of the release of the Special 

Presidential Task Force report on the missing 

Liberian billions, a leaked introductory 

statement from the United States embassy in 

Monrovia, which reportedly introduces its own 

report due out Friday, suggests that the 

independent auditing firm, Kroll‟s analysis of 

the delivery documents provided by the Central 

Bank of Liberia(CBL) confirms that while new 

banknotes totaling LRD 15.506 billion were 

received into the CBL‟s reserve vaults, the auditing firm found no information to support 

allegations that a container of banknotes went missing.  

The statement notes that Kroll does however raise concerns regarding the overall accuracy and 

completeness of the CBL‟s internal records. “The Report identifies systemic and procedural 

weaknesses at the CBL, and identifies shortcomings in Liberia‟s fiscal and monetary 

management processes that are longstanding and continue to the present day,” according to the 

statement. 

The page from the US report, FPA has learned was leaked within the Executive Branch ahead of 

the release of the US report which is due to be posted on the Embassy and USAID‟s website at 

midnight Thursday or Friday. More info click here 

 

 

https://frontpageafricaonline.com/business/economy/central-bank-of-liberia-governor-stresses-collaboration-among-ecowas-central-banks
https://frontpageafricaonline.com/uncategorized/us-report-on-liberias-missing-16-billion-no-information-to-support-allegations-containers-of-money-missing/


Liberia: LACC New Officer-in-Charge Ordered to Ensure Former 

Corruption Chief Declares Assets 

MONROVIA – The Minister of State Nathaniel McGill has instructed Commissioner Charles 

Gibson to serve as Officer-in-Chief of the Liberia Anti-Corruption Commission (LACC) with a 

strict order to ensure that Cllr. James Verdier, whose tenure as Chairman of the Commission 

expired over the weekend, declares his income, assets and liabilities. See here for more 

 

Culture 

THE AGAPE NATIONAL ACADEMY OF MUSIC (ANAM) 
The Agape National Academy of Music (ANAM) is staging a Classical 

Music Concert on Sunday, March 31, 2019. Venue is at the 4
th

 floor of the 

Royal Grand Hotel. This classic musical concert will feature 

Samson Tarpeh (Piano), Mari Paz Ortega (Violin), Ernest Bruce (Voice) and 

Bobby Lee Billy (Trumpet). Tickets for this program are $20.00 USD per 

ticket which include a drink or $50.00USD, which include a drink and a 

plate of Hors-d‟oeuvres. Come let‟s be amused with song of aspirations. See 

here for more  

 

 
 

To order tickets, please call or text: 0777-519545. For more info please visit 

www.anamliberia.org 

https://frontpageafricaonline.com/news/liberia-lacc-new-officer-in-charge-ordered-to-ensure-former-corruption-chief-declares-assets
http://www.anamliberia.org/
https://youtu.be/UiF9gnHKaHU
https://youtu.be/UiF9gnHKaHU
http://www.anamliberia.org/


New Members: 

Greentech Inc. works with 31 cooperatives in the country 

to purchase their produce and market it on the World 

market. The company purchases and sells cocoa. For more 

info please contact LNBCC Office 

 

The LNBCC Team:  

 

 
Tracy Kollie 

Project officer  

 Tracylnbcc2018@gmail.com 

+231886975388 

+231777975388  

Stanley Slagmolen 

Business consultant 

stanley.lnbcc@gmail.com 

+231880728725 

+31654306851 
 

LNBCC  

℅ Spark Office  

Corner of Newport & Ashmund street Monrovia 

4thFloor  
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