
 
 

 

Newsletter vol. 20- May 2019 
 
We are delighted to present to you our monthly newsletter, filled with relevant stories and 
updates concerning business opportunities, SLNBCC updates developments in the private sector 
and other news. 

 
In this issue we have the following articles to share with you: 

 
• SLNBCC Visits Pre-Launch of the First ‘Waste-to-Energy’ Plant in Sierra Leone by the 

Masada Waster Transformers 
 
• Update for May: EvoFenedex Trainings and ‘Bridging the Gap’ Workshop 

 
• SLNBCC to Attend Business Breakfast in Accra- June 2019 

 
• Religion in Sierra Leone; tolerance and mutual respect 

 
• Sierra Leone’s One Month Fishing Ban Achieves Little 

 
• Sierra Leone: Unifying a Nation, Building an Economy for the Digital Age- President Bio 

 
 
 
 
 
 
We hope that you enjoy reading this edition and that it will give you some valuable insights, 

the SLNBCC team: Binta Jalloh, Esther Kamara and Memuna Bayoh 

 
 
 

 



SLNBCC Visits Pre-Launch of the First ‘Waste-to-Energy’ 

Plant in Sierra Leone by the Masada Waster Transformers 
 
2nd of May, 2019.- Freetown, Sierra Leone 

 
The Masada Waste Transformers organised their pre-launch event at the Sensi Tech Hub on the 

2nd of May 2019. The event marks the installation of the first anaerobic digester at the Aberdeen 

Women’s Clinic, which will be followed by the installation of 40 more in key strategic parts of 

the city over the next couple of years. 

 

 
 

 
A Waste Transformer is a machine housed in standard shipping containers of 20ft that uses 

anaerobic digestion to turn organic waste into bio gas on site. The bio-gas could then be used 

for various purposes such as electricity, fuel, residual heat and recovered water. A single Waste 

Transformer could process 600kg to 3600kg of organic waste per day and produce an output of 

6 megawatts. 
 
The installation of these Waste Transformers would not only provide an integrative solution to 

30% of waste in Freetown, it would also help in providing employment, electricity, encourage 

urban agriculture and promote up to 50% reduction in waste transmitted diseases. 
 
This  project  titled  ‘’Turning  Waste  into  Opportunity  for  Socially  Inclusive  Growth  and 

Unlocking the potential of  biogas in Sierra Leone’ was made possible by a fusion between a 

Sierra Leonean company named Masada Waste Management Company SL LTD, and a Dutch JV 

company named the Waste Transformers. The project aims towards ‘turning challenges into 

positive change’’. Overall, the anaerobic digester complies with the European Union Health and 

Safety Rules. Furthermore, it is cost-efficient and provides a sustainable solution to waste 

management problems. 
 
By Memuna Bayoh [SLNBCC] 



 

 

Update for May: EvoFenedex Trainings and ‘Bridging the Gap’ 

Workshop 
 
May 6th, 2019- Freetown 

 
May is a busy month for SLNBCC. Together with EvoFenedex and STC-Nestra we are 
facilitation the ‘Bridging the Gap Workshop’ workshop on the 28th of May 2019. During this 
workshop, which is themed ‘Import, Export, Customs, Trade facilitation and Logistics; 
what are the main challenges?’ key stakeholders will share their insights on the sector. 

 
This workshop is part of a Dutch cooperation project with Sierra Leone to establish training 
programmes in the field of logistics, trade facilitation and customs in a sustainable way. This 
programme is being carried out by STC-NESTRA and EvoFenedex in the Netherlands, together 
with the Sierra Leone Netherlands Business and Cultural Council in Sierra Leone. 

 
Furthermore, two trainings will be held this month as well. The port logistics training and the 
‘Training of Trainers’ will run for a total of three days, followed by official briefings. 

To all of you whom it may concern, we will send official invitations for all our upcoming events. 

For any queries you can contact us at binta@gnbcc.net or on +23278381007 any time during the 
official working hours. 

 
By Esther Kamara [SLNBCC] 

 

 
 

SLNBCC to Attend Business Breakfast in Accra- June 2019 
 
May 6th, 2019- Freetown 

 
We are happy to announce that the SLNBCC has been invited to present during the Sierra Leone 
Day Business Breakfast on the 11th of June in Accra, Ghana. 

 
This business breakfast offers us the opportunity to attract foreign investors to explore the Sierra 
Leonean market. Our focus has been attracting Dutch companies, but we are also aware that 
opportunities lie in the larger West-African region. Furthermore, companies that are already 
active in West-Africa have a higher chance to explore other regional markets as well. 

 
Hence, we are excited to be able to represent our institution during this event. We will give a 
presentation that shows an overview of the most promising sectors; mining, agriculture, energy 
and logistics. 

 
For more information, feel free to get in touch with the SLNBCC team; binta@gnbcc.net or 
esther.slnbcc@gmail.com 

 
By Esther Kamara [SLNBCC] 
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Religion in Sierra Leone 
 
May 6th, 2019- Freetown 

 
In April this year, Christians all over the world celebrated Easter. In Sierra Leone as well, Easter 
is an important holiday to the many Christians in the country. Now that May has begun, the 
attention has turned towards the largest religious group of the country; the Muslims. With the 
holy fasting month starting on May 6th and lasting until June 4th, the impact on Sierra Leone’s 
economy and daily life is quite large. Generally speaking, business slows down, and some might 
consider the fasting month as a time of rest. 

 
 
 

 
 
Sierra Leone is a country with a high religious tolerance. Christians and Muslims live alongside 
each other in relative peace. In fact, there are Sierra Leoneans who practice both faiths, they call 
themselves ‘Christmus.’ The majority, about 78%, of Sierra Leoneans are Muslims. They adhere 
primarily to the Sunni tradition. About 10% adheres to the Ahmadiyya Islam. About 30% of 
Sierra Leoneans are Christians, of which both Protestantism and Catholicism are practiced. 

 
This religious tolerance is one of the greatest advantages in Sierra Leone. A lack of religious 
conflict positively influences business. This was one of the great lessons of the Dutch Golden 
Age. Combined with tribal and political stability, Sierra Leone has the foundation to become a 
steady and prosperous economy. 

 

 
 
 
By Esther Kamara [SLNBCC] 



Sierra Leone’s One Month Fishing Ban Achieves Little 
 
April 30th, 2019- by Deutsche Welle 

 
Sierra Leone's April ban on industrial fishing is drawing to an end. But faced with rampant illegal 
fishing and poor policing, the moratorium will do little to replenish the country's dwindling 
fishing stocks. 

 

 
 

 
Up and down Sierra Leone's 400-kilometer (249 mile) stretch of coastline, entire villages depend 
on the sea. Some 8,000 small boats manned by local fishermen go out every day to cast their nets 
–their catch a vital source of income in what is one of the world's poorest countries. Without 
the fishermen, Sierra Leoneans would also go hungry – more than four fifths of the population 
depend on fish as a source of animal protein. 
But the country's traditional fishing communities have long complained that their catch is 
drastically shrinking due to overfishing by foreign trawlers. In an attempt to counter this, Sierra 
Leone's government temporarily banned fishing by industrial boats for a month from 1 April. 

 
"We consulted with many experts and environmentalists and believe one month without them 
should be enough time to help replenish our stocks," Ibrahim Turay, the country's Deputy 
Minister of Fisheries, said earlier this month. 
The government views the 30-day 'close season' as a success. 
"It was 100 percent respected," Lahai Sesay, the Assistant Director in the Ministry of Fisheries 
and Marine Resources, told DW in Freetown. "All of the industrial vessels were out of 
operation.” 

 
Traditional fishermen were still allowed to ply their trade during the moratorium. And to ensure 
local markets still had a regular supply of fish, the government also banned fish exports during 
this period. 

 
Fishing ban too short 



While Ibrahim Michael Kabia from Sierra Leone's Consumer Protection Agency welcomed the 
ban, he says it wasn't long enough. To have any chance of helping fish stocks rebound, it needed 
to last at least 90 days, he told DW. 

 
"When the fish come to the shore to lay their eggs, it takes about one month or six weeks or 
eight weeks before they are hatched so that they get more fish. And the season for fishing, 
especially for you not to disturb the process of reproduction, is between April, May and June," 
Kabia explained. 

 
"So if you only consider April, by the time you lift the ban and people continue to fish, they'll be 
disturbing [the young] fish also." 

 

 
 

 
But for some of those buying fish at a Freetown market, the ban was a waste of time. 
"The fish in markets now is no better [than before the ban]. They're small, there are no big 
ones," one woman said. Another complained that the ban had caused a price hike. 
"Fish you used to buy for 10,000 Leone ($1.13, € 1,01)), you buy now 20,000 Leone. So I don't 
think the effect is that good," she told DW. 
Kabia from the Consumer Protection Agency believes the public would have been more 
supportive if the fisheries ministry had taken the time to explain the need for the fishing 
moratorium instead of announcing it at short notice. After all, he said, it's a necessary "sacrifice 
for your future." 

 
Buying fish through the back door 
It seems some trawling firms tried to circumvent the ban by offering local fishermen loans in 
exchange for the rights to their entire catch. Although this was common before the April 
moratorium, according to Reuters, companies upped the practice after the announcement of the 
ban. The loan contracts require the fishermen to give the company exclusive rights to anything 
they catch until they pay the money back. 



Failure to tackle illegal fishing 
The big issues that the ban fails to address, however, is illegal and unregulated fishing and the 
inability of Sierra Leonean authorities to police it. While trawlers from all of the world have 
licenses to fish in Sierra Leone's waters, three quarters of the foreign trawlers are Chinese. 
Chinese vessels, in particular, have been accused of using illegal methods in Sierra Leone waters 
such as pair trawling. This is when two boats string a net between them and trawl in parallel. Pair 
trawling is highly effective because it allows boats to cast a wider net. At the same time, it's 
incredibly destructive because it rakes in all marine life it encounters. Only a fraction of this 
catch has a commercial value, with the rest being discarded as bycatch. 

 
A recent BBC News report documented widespread use of pair trawling by Chinese fishing 
boats along Sierra Leone's coast – despite the practice being illegal and relatively easy to spot 
using freely available online satellite maps. A fishing officer told the BBC he hadn't seen a pair 
trawler arrested in the seven years employed at his job. 

 
In Sierra Leone, all foreign trawlers must carry a fisheries officer on board who is supposed to 
report illegal activity. Poorly paid, however, they are unlikely to stop vessels breaking the law. 
Previous investigations have also documented attempts by trawlers to bribe local officials in 
order to continue with illegal activities and avoid punishments. 

 
The marine hot spot of West Africa 
The scourge of overfishing isn't restricted to Sierra Leone. Illegal, unreported and unregulated 
fishing is rife along West Africa's coast, one of the most diverse and economically important 
fishing areas in the world. 

 
A 17-month satellite analysis of fishing trawlers operating off Ghana's coast found that a 
staggering 75 percent of them had no match in a database of legally operating vessels. This 
suggests "significant unregulated marine activity," the 2019 study found. 

 
This unregulated fishing is also losing West African countries – who are among the least 
developed in the world – significant amounts of money. It's thought Sierra Leone, Mauritania, 
Senegal, The Gambia, Guinea Bissau and Guinea miss out on revenue of $2.3 billion (€2.06 
billion) a year due to illegal trawling. 

 
China blamed for stripping West Africa's oceans 
When it comes to assigning blame, many point their fingers firmly in the direction of China. 
China's distant water fleet (boats fishing in areas outside of the country's domestic waters) is the 
largest in the world. A 2013 study estimated that 3,400 Chinese vessels trawled the waters of 
nearly 100 countries. It's estimated that half of China's total catch from the distant water fleet is 
from West Africa. 

 
Source- Deutsche Welle 



Sierra Leone: Unifying a Nation, Building an Economy for the 

Digital Age- President Bio 
 
April 30 2019- by All Africa News 

 
A year after taking office as Sierra Leone's fifth president, Julius Maada Bio believes his government is changing 
the country's negative image. A retired brigadier general, Bio was briefly the leader of a military junta that 
handed power to a civilian elected leader in 1996. He was elected with 51.81 percent of the vote in a runoff in 
2018. During a visit to the United States last month, he addressed the Harvard Kennedy School, toured the 
MIT Media Lab and met with the Corporate Council on Africa. During an allAfrica interview, he outlined his 
rebranding strategy and described why he is prioritizing human capital development. 

 

 
 
Peace-building in a post-conflict nation 
Quite a lot of people still think Sierra Leone is a country ravaged by war, devastated by Ebola 
and a lot of other calamities. It was extremely difficult to restore peace after too many years of 
civil war. But we are a resilient nation, so we are doing everything to consolidate that peace and 
democracy. We are changing the narrative. Sierra Leone is a place where democracy has taken 
hold. As a post-conflict nation, peace and national cohesion are very important. We want to 
stitch the country together, irrespective of region, irrespective of ethnic group. 

We have decided to establish a commission designed to make sure that the different 
ethnic groups that live in Sierra Leone consider themselves as Sierra Leoneans. We are doing this 
because whenever there's politics, bad politicians play the ethnic card, and that has been a 
divisive factor. We want to change that and make sure that we are one country and one people 
Nothing should divide us. We should stay together as a nation to be able to prosper and have a 
shared future. 

 
Rebuilding the economy 
We are working to create the enabling environment for a vibrant economy. We are working to 
make sure that there is a thriving private sector. 
I pledged to provide leadership that is inclusive, I have demonstrated that with the National 
Development Plan that we just launched. All parties were involved in preparing the plan. Every 
facet of our society was involved - nearly two million people were consulted. That is the sort of 
society we want. We can't afford to be divided. For us to make progress, we have to be united in 
purpose in order to get to the end that we have decided on. 

After so many years of mining diamonds, gold and so many natural resources for which 
we have nothing to show, we want to concentrate on human capital development. 

Human capital meaning food security, health security and education. I ardently believe 
that if we take care of the human being [and] invest in education, we can produce a population 
that is useful in the 21st century. 



 

Prioritizing human development 
We want to make Sierra Leone the champion of human capital development. When we talk 
about human capital, we are talking about food security, health and education - investment in all 
of those area. Already we've scaled up our investment in agriculture and health and education. 
We are devoting 21% of our national budget on free education so that our kids can be 
competitive and educated. The system we are working on is not education as we have known it 
in the past. It is education that is fit for purpose in the 21st century. The world is a village. We 
want to make the curriculum relevant to the modern world, to produce a workforce that relates 
to the digital economy that we want to develop. 

For healthcare, we have to create a system that can really deliver. When Ebola arrived, we 
were caught by surprise. We didn't have the systems in place. We didn't have the medical personal 
trained enough so we lost a lot of them since the Ebola epidemic. We've been working to 
structure our healthcare system in such a way that should there be any occurrence of that nature, 
we can deal with it. Our maternal mortality rate is definitely too high. Also for the kids. We are 
working to reduce those numbers. 

 
Role of women and war on gender violence 
Women have been deprived of their rightful position for a very long time. They have cultural 
restrictions that prevent them from being equal partners. We are working to make sure that 
women are involved as equal partners. We should not consign them to the kitchen. 
Because of the spate of sexual violence that has been going on in the country, I had to declare a 
state of emergency because I needed to attract enough attention to that menace, which we 
cannot allow to happen in our country. We need action from government. Our society really 
needs to know that that is not the way to go. We are escalating the activities down to the village 
level so that people know it is not acceptable. 

We have launched another initiative – my wife is involved, Hands Off Our Girls, to end 
child marriage and reduce teenage pregnancy to empower women in Sierra Leone. 

 
The role of regional integration 
Markets are very important, and in west Africa and across Africa, we are talking about opening 
up the borders for free movement of not only goods but also people. There's a lot of effort 
going on the continental level. We have established the fact that investment and the trade can 
help us grow our economies. Not every economy is ready but we have to start it and everybody 
will rise to the occasion. 

For a long time, we have depended on mineral resources. What I have set as a goal is to 
diversify into agriculture, fisheries, tourism so that we don't put our eggs in one basket. That was 
what happened when we suffered seriously when price of commodities dropped. We've not been 
able to recover because we depended on iron ore as the main source of revenue for the country. 
We also have revamped revenue collection and we've been able to make a 30 percent increase in 
the past 11 months. 

 
A welcoming ecosystem for investment 
The role of the private sector is very important, and we are creating the enabling environment, 
an ecosystem that is inviting to make sure that genuine investors can come to Sierra Leon and 
have a decent return. And we give them the freedom to repatriate their profits. We are ready for 
business and we want you to come. 

 
Source- All Africa News 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Do you have any comments, suggestions or remarks on this newsletter? Feel free to contact us at 
any time. Please send an email to esther.slnbcc@gmail.com or to binta@gnbcc.net, or leave a 
message on our Facebook page: www.facebook.com/slnbcc. Also, we are looking for more press 
releases by our members. If you have anything you would like to share with our extensive 
network, our monthly newsletter provides the perfect platform to do so. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
If you are interested in becoming a SLNBCC Member, please contact Binta Jalloh, the Project 
Manager SLNBCC, directly through binta@gnbcc.net or by calling +232(0)78381007. 

 

 
Thank you for reading our newsletter, the SLNBCC team Binta Jalloh, Esther Kamara and 

Memuna Bayoh. 
 

 
 

 
 
SLNBCC 

 
No. 8 Dundas Street 

 
Freetown, Sierra Leone 

 
+232 (0)78381007 
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