
 
DEAR READER, 

We are delighted to present to you our monthly newsletters, filled with 
relevant stories and updates concerning business opportunities, SLNBCC 

updates developments in the private sector and other news. As the 
SLNBCC is lessening activities for the rain season summer break, we are 

providing you with an extra large issue. Our next issue will be published in 
September 2019. 
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Full Attendance at the EvoFenedex and STC-Nestra 
Training of Trainers sessions in Freetown 

 

June 2019- Freetown 

We are happy to announce that the Training of Trainers (ToT) held at IPAM 
and the Queen Elizabeth Water Quay II  attracted almost 50 participants, 
who are now skilled to provide trainings in customs and logistics in the 
future.  

Training at the port 
  
The second logistics training was carried out at the training school 
between the 27th and the 29th of May at the Queen Elizabeth Water Quay 11 
by Guy Moetchebe, a professional trainer from Cameroon. This training was 
made possible by the partnership between Evofenedex and STC-Nestra, 
with help from SLNBCC. It is worth noting that the 15 selected participants 
were chosen from an array of different positions and institutions at the 
port. These include Freetown Terminal SL Limited, Nectar Sierra Leone 
Bulk Terminal and the Sierra Leone Ports Authority . As the training was 
fully sponsored by the Dutch Government, there was no fee to for 
participants to partake in this training. 
  
It was an interactive training session and the participants were grateful to 
be able to improve their skills.  In order to ensure the sustainability of the 
program, measures have been put in place to train five participants who 



would in turn become trainers. These five selected participants must have 
taken part in the first or second port logistics training and have extensive 
knowledge on the port. 

Training at IPAM 

Simultaneously to the port logistics training, Niels Kruijer gave a training at 
the Institute of Public Administration (IPAM). The participants mainly 
represented teachers from IPAM, and Fourah Bay College, but also had 
some private sector participants, such as a representative from Natural 
Habitats. The participants managed to spare time in their busy schedule 
and were actively engaged in the workshop. One of the things the 
workshop could improve on is to adapt the case studies and materials 
more to a Sierra Leonean context.  
After the four-day workshop, all participants received a certificate from the 
trainers. We hope to see that the participants start offering these training 
in the near future. 

By Memuna Bayoh and Esther Kamara [SLNBCC]  

Bridging the Gap Workshop; A critical look at 
Infrastructure and Trade in Sierra Leone 

May 28th- Freetown, Sierra Leone 

On Tuesday May 28th, in collaboration with EvoFenedex and STC-Nestra, 
the SLNBCC organised the Bridging the Gap workshop at the Radisson Blu 
Hotel in Freetown. 



Stakeholders in the supply chain, import-export associations, private sector 
partners and policy makers came together to  discuss the challenges we 
face in the sector. The workshop was part of a Dutch cooperation project 
with Sierra Leone to establish training programmes in the field of logistics, 
trade facilitation and customs in a sustainable way.  

Government efforts 

After the opening statements by the facilitators, Saffi Deen Tarawallie from 
the trade facilitation committee from the Ministry of Trade gave a 
statement on the current sector constraints and focus areas for 
improvement. She mentioned the efforts of the Government of Sierra 
Leone to become a middle income country by 2024, for which facilitation 
of Sierra Leonean foreign trade such as the removal of trade barriers, must 
be accomplished in order to meet this goal. Furthermore, she commended 
the SLNBCC, EvoFenedex and STC-Nestra for organising the workshop, as 
it is timely for the public and private sector to meet and discuss the 
implementations of trade agreements.  

Following this, Kpana M. Conteh, the assistant commissioner customs 
operations at NRA gave a presentation explaining some of the reforms 
done at NRA to enhance trade facilitations in the customs department, 
and highlighted some of the challenges. One of the main developments is 
the digitalisation of the customs procedures.  

Interactions between public and private sector 

 
A highlight of the event were the contributions by representatives from 
Group Delta Log and the Sierra Leone Ports Authority.  Group Delta Log is a 
private company that is an authorised dealer of SEM equipments in Sierra 
Leone. Private companies have been given few opportunities when it 
comes to making their complaints heard in the import and export 
industry. 

In Mitchell’s presentation, he highlighted corruption, unprofessionalism, 
theft, poor ICT, poor security services and safety hazards to name but a few 
of the challenges they have faced at the Port. The representative from the 
Port, Mr. Manso had to answer to some of these allegations before he could 
start with his presentations on the challenges port authorities face. 

Firstly, he said that the Sierra Leone Ports Authority (SLPA) only controls 
the Administrative side of the Ports. To put it in his own words, ‘’they were 
Landlords in the Port’’ as most of the duties in the port had been 
delegated to private companies. Aside from this fact, we must also note  



that the administration is new in office and are currently undergoing 
developmental changes.  Sadly, all of the positive strides of the port was 
drowned in the background during the tea break by the too many ‘’Me 
Too’’ experiences from members of the private sector companies. Some 
private sector companies were hopeful that positive changes would be 
made after their problems have been acknowledged, whilst others 
thought change would be slow to come by.  

Contributions from the Dutch government 

The workshop concluded with presentations from Dutch public 
institutions, the Dutch Enterprise Agency (RvO) and Nuffic. Rosalind 
Boschloo from RVO assured the audience of the Dutch Governments’ 
continued involvement and support in improving the capacity building 
and trade facilitations between Sierra Leone and the Netherlands.  

Nuffic representatives Emma and Karen spoke about the Orange 
Knowledge Scholarship Program. This scholarship is open to Sierra 
Leoneans as well, who can now apply for a scholarship for short, medium 
and long term trainings and education programmes in the Netherlands.  

All in all, the workshop was a success. It did not only ‘’Bridge the gap’’, but 
it also created a platform for interaction where all the major parties 
involved in the import and export industry could converge. 

By Memuna Bayoh and Esther Kamara [SLNBCC]  



GNBCC Organises Business Breakfast Meeting on 
Investment in Sierra Leone & Liberia 

- June 11th, Accra, Ghana 

On Tuesday the 11th of June 2019, GNBCC in collaboration with the Dutch 
Embassy in Accra, the SLNBCC and the LNBCC,  organised a business 
breakfast meeting aimed towards companies active in Ghana to promote 
the investment opportunities in Sierra Leone and Liberia. The programme 
was an extension of the Sierra Leone-Liberia Business seminar held in the 
Hague in September last year.  

The event attracted about 50 participants, including private sector actors, 
potential investors, representatives from the Sierra Leone High 
Commission, the Dutch Embassy and the Orange Guides SLNBCC and 
LNBCC. These representatives gave presentations on the investment 
climate, opportunities and challenges in the respective countries in order 
to familiarise (Ghanaian) companies with these upcoming economies. 

Diplomatic opening 

Dutch Ambassador Ron Strikker officially opened the event after the 
participants indulged in a breakfast buffet.  He explained how the Dutch 
governments supports Liberian and Sierra Leonean economies by 
presenting an overview of the available Dutch financial instruments.  These 
include funding opportunities for education, grants and loans for exploring 
these markets. Furthermore, he mentioned the creation of the ‘Orange 
Guides’,  better known as the SLNBCC and the LNBCC, to assist foreign 
companies in exploring the economical and political landscape of these 
countries.  



Business opportunities 

Despite the political-economic challenges both countries face, there 
appears to be an interest from foreign investors to explore these markets. 
Agriculture, mining, logistics and energy attracted generous interest from 
investors, especially for the Sierra Leonean market. The SLNBCC’s Binta 
Jalloh and Esther Kamara gave a presentation where they showed 
opportunities within these sectors.  

Next up was LNBCC’s Stanley Slagmolen, who presented an extensive 
overview of the countries’ political and economic situations. Due to the 
recent protests and political unrest, it was relevant to touch familiarise 
potential investors about the current situation. As Sierra Leone and Liberia 
have similar climates and geology, the opportunities are similar as well. 

The business meeting was concluded by a presentation by dr. Maurits 
Verhagen from Universal Delft, a premium member of the GNBCC. His 
company is an  example of a Ghanian-Dutch venture that expanded their 
services to Sierra Leone and Liberia. The company is provides digital 
imaging systems and AI software to detect tuberculosis. They started their 
project in as a Ghanian-Dutch project funded by ORIO to accelerate case 
detection of tuberculosis in Ghana. 

Mr. Verhagen underlined the importance of investing in human capital. For 
example, they found a local technical representative, involved him in the 
installation of equipment and trained him in maintenance and 
troubleshooting.  

After the presentations participants were invited to network and ask the 
presenters for more information or ask them questions.  

By Esther Kamara [SLNBCC] 



Interview with Ambassador Ron Strikker About 
Solidaridad's Programmes 

June 18th, 2019- Freetown 

Last week Tuesday, the 18th of June, Solidaridad launched the CoRIP and 
SWAPP programmes in Sierra Leone. For this occasion, they had invited 
the Dutch Ambassador Ron Strikker to witness the official opening of 
these programmes. 

During his visit last year, SLNBCC’s Esther Kamara interviewed the 
Ambassador about the importance of these programmes. Here is an 
excerpt of the interview. 

In 2018, Solidaridad started implementing two new programmes in Sierra 
Leone, the Cocoa Rehabilitation and Intensification Project (CoRIP), and 
the Sustainable West Africa Palm Oil project (SWAPP). Both programmes 
are funded by the Dutch government. During his last mission to Sierra 
Leone in October 2018, the Dutch Ambassador Ron Strikker was kind 
enough to give an interview to Solidaridad regarding the background and 
contents of these two projects. 



The interview 

Ron Strikker, “In 2013, the Dutch government started funding two 
programmes which are implemented by Solidaridad. Solidaridad is an 
international NGO, based in Utrecht, The Netherlands.  These programmes 
are the Cocoa Rehabilitation and Intensification project (CoRIP). The other  

is the Sustainable West Africa Palm Oil project, called SWAPP. CoRIP was 
being implemented in Ghana only; SWAPP in both Ghana and Ivory Coast. 
Both projects aim to increase the productivity and to make production 
more sustainable. Simply said, a hectare of trees should produce higher 
yields and in a more sustainable manner than currently happens.  

The general view is that better farming practices lead to higher and better 
yields for cocoa as well as oil palm. We have already seen the results of that 
in both countries; productivity increases range between 50% to 300%. 
These are impressive results, and we are continuing this programme in 
both countries until 2021. Considering these positive outcomes, we came 
up with the idea to use this experience in other countries, albeit on a 
smaller scale. We decided to expand to Sierra Leone and Liberia, although 
cacao and palm oil production in both countries is much smaller than in  
Ghana and Ivory Coast, 

Now, in 2018, Solidaridad has started the project here in Sierra Leone. Over 
the coming years this programme will expand. There will be a multitude of 
training programmes and regional expertise centres to help the farmers 
increase their productivity through those improved farming practices. 
Some examples of these improvements are better pruning and weeding, 
good application of high quality fertilisers and sometimes compost and if 
need be, pesticides.  

CoRIP and SWAPP have been successful in Ghana and Ivory Coast, 
therefore we really hope that they will have positive results in Sierra Leone 
too.. One substantial benefit of this local adoption is that we have gathered 
experience directly from the region, as well as by people from the region. 
Ghanians are working together with their brothers and sisters in Sierra 
Leone and Liberia to improve their agricultural practices. There is no need 
to involve experts from faraway regions, if the knowledge and the skills are 
right here. Generally speaking however, using people who have vast 
knowledge of the region and who come from a similar culture is a 
significant advantage.  

To conclude, we think that through CoRIP and SWAPP the Dutch 
government can contribute to the development of the agriculture sector in 
Sierra Leone. The opportunities here are endless, also in other value chains. 
We are very curious as to see what results we get in the next years; our 
hearts are filled with expectations.” 

By Esther Kamara [SLNBCC] 



Ambassador Hosts Reception with SLNBCC and the 
Dutch Community in Freetown 

June 19th, 2019- Freetown 

On the 19th of June 2019, SLNBCC organised a cocktail event in honour of 
Dutch Ambassador H.E Ron Strikker’s visit to Sierra Leone. The event was 
attended by 45 people attended the event, including the Dutch 
community in Sierra Leone, alumni from the Orange Knowledge 
Scholarship, and SLNBCC members. The event was held at the Country 
Lodge Hotel in Freetown.  

The Ambassador gave a speech on the developmental programs 
conducted by the Dutch government, such as the SWAPP and CORIP 
projects in Sierra Leone. Both the SWAPP (Sustainable West Africa Palm 
Oil Programme) and the CORIP (Cacao Rehabilitation and Intensification 
Program) are funded by the Embassy of the Kingdom of the Netherlands 
in Accra and are being implemented by Solidaridad. 

In addition, the ambassador made an interesting announcement.  In order 
to encourage the developing of business relations between Sierra Leone 
and the Netherlands, the Embassy in Ghana will fast track business visas 
forwarded by the SLNBCC. This will also lower the costs of securing a 
Schengen Visa.  Lastly, he announced that around 20 Sierra Leoneans 
received this year’s Orange Knowledge Scholarship. 



After his speech, Nicholas Jengre, Solidaridad’s Country Representative of 
Sierra Leone, spoke about the importance of developing the private sector. 
This could not only boost the economy, but also help in improving many 
societal problems such as poverty, unemployment, gender inequality, and 
many more.  

The rest of the evening guests networked, all whilst enjoying tasty food 
and beers sponsored by SL Brewery. Thank you all for attending.  

By Memuna Bayoh [SLNBCC] 

New SLNBCC Members: Bintex Limited, Cordaid, 
AIIAC Limited and Subo International 

The SLNBCC network is growing. In the last couple of months, four 
members have joined. We welcome you all to the group. Soon, we will 
publish the profiles of these companies on the SLNBCC website as well. 
For more information, visit www.slnbcc.com. 

Bintex Limited 

Bintex Limited is a company focused on providing high quality and original 
electronics and office supplies. The company is a licensed distributor for 
the Japanese Kyocera, Brother and Lenovo products in Sierra Leone. Bintex 
Limited tailors to the needs of its various customers,; from supplying  
government offices to private institutions and individuals. Bintex Limited 
takes pride in selling original products for reasonable prices. For more 
information on their product and services, please visit  

Website: http://www.bintexsl.com. 

Address: 8 Dundas Street, St. John, Freetown 



Cordaid 

Cordaid is an international Catholic organisation for relief and 
development aid. Cordaid works to promote equality and social inclusion in 
fragile and conflict- affected societies. Their activities include increasing 
the resilience of people and societies and strengthening the social 
contract between citizens and their government. Their main mission is to 
reduce the fragility vulnerability of those who need it the most. Cordaid is a 
Dutch organisation and a member of Caritas International. 

Website: https://www.cordaid.org 

Address: 71A Bishop Drive, Wilkinson Road. 

Subo International 

Subo International is a production and trading company of all frozen foods, 
the dairy industry and other commodities like nuts and pulses. Their 
combined 25 years of worldwide experience in food production, food 
service and food trade enables them to supply the best products at the 
best price. They source their materials and products directly from suppliers 
with whom they have established a solid cooperation over the years. Subo 
takes care of the whole trading process, a fast and flexible service at a very 
competitive rate, from production to delivery. 

Website: https://www.subo-international.com 

AIIAC Limited 

AIIAC Limited is an engineering company located at 64 Upper Brook 
Street, Freetown. They are professionals in design engineering, 
construction, and are contractors in structural mechanic process piping  
(SMPP). AIIAC Limited prides itself on having experienced experts to work 
in a multi-disciplinary environment. 

 



COLOFON 
Credits 
This newsletter is written and edited by Esther Kamara for the SLNBCC. All articles 
are written by SLNBCC staff, or shared from news sources with correct references. 

Feedback 
Do you have any comments, suggestions or remarks on this newsletter? Feel free 
to contact us at any time. Please send an email to esther.slnbcc@gmail.com or to 
binta@gnbcc.net, or leave a message on our Facebook page: www.facebook.com/
slnbcc. Also, we are looking for more press releases by our members. If you have 
anything you would like to share with our extensive network, our monthly 
newsletter provides the perfect platform to do so. 

Membership 
If you are interested in becoming a SLNBCC Member, please contact Binta Jalloh, 
the Project Manager SLNBCC, directly through binta@gnbcc.net or by calling 
+232(0)78381007.  

Thank you for reading our newsletter, the SLNBCC team Binta Jalloh, Esther 
Kamara and Memuna Bayoh. 
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