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Sierra Leone Covid-19 Status, April 22th, 2022 
  

Confirmed cases: 7,665 

Recovery:  4,810  

Death: 125 

   
Source: https://mohs.gov.sl/  
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HE Jeroen Verheul and his first secretary, Bram Elmer van Opijnen visit 
the Aberdeen Women Centre in Freetown 

 
On the 30th of March, the Ambassador from the Kingdom of the Netherlands to Ghana, Togo, 
Liberia and Sierra Leone – based in Accra, HE Jeroen Verheul, his first secretary, Bram Elmer 
van Opijnen and Madam Binta Jalloh, Program Manager for SLNBCC, visited the Aberdeen 
Women’s Centre (AWC) a non-profits female healthcare provider in Freetown.  
 
The visit is part of the Ambassador's effort to have a first-hand view of the good work the 
healthcare institution has been doing, and to show gratitude to one of the Netherland’s citizens 
Dr Sandra Lakko who for over a decade, has proceeded to play a key role in improving the health 
services for children in Sierra Leone. Rebecca Larsson, the Country Director of the centre who 
has been crucial in leading the facility’s continued progress hosted the team that made the 
visitation.  
 
The Aberdeen Women Centre is the foremost women-centered healthcare institution in Sierra 
Leone that has been providing fistula surgeries and rehabilitation, maternal healthcare, family 
planning, primary healthcare for children (newborn – 15 years old) – outpatient clinic, sexual and 
gender-based violence (SGBV) health services for female children and adolescents, and teenage 
mother empowerment.  
 
The centre was established in 2005 by Mercy Ships and in 2008  Freedom From Fistula took over 
the site to mainly combat fistula cases in the country. However, they have expanded their services 
considerably over the last 14 years, to include all of the services mentioned above. Since its 
maternal services were established in 2010, AWC had gone on to safely deliver more than twenty-
five thousand babies and in 2021 alone, almost three thousand babies were safely delivered at the 
centre.  
 
In explaining the work of the institution, Rebecca Larsson mentioned that the centre can perform 
up to 400 fistula surgeries a year and they regularly make trips to the provinces to screen and 
collect patients. AWC provides a transport refund for all fistula patients, ensuring no one is unable 
to get help because of a lack of access to funds. According to her, AWC also rendered free family 
planning and confidential counselling to all patients and over 4,900 women have joined the family 



  

 

planning scheme with up to 3,262 tested for HIV in 2021. In talking about the Outpatient 
Children’s Clinic, she stated that AWC has treated more than 150,000 children to date, with an 
average of 100-120 children being seen daily for a variety of illnesses such as malaria, typhoid, 
malnutrition and acute respiratory infections. About 20,946 children have been treated at the 
children’s clinic and 8,486 have been immunized in 2021.  
 
The AWC’s work goes beyond the provision of primary healthcare services. They are also 
involved in treating SGBV issues and in 2021, the facility treated 55 SGBV survivors. Rebecca 
Larsson says that they have social workers who ensure that survivors receive counselling. AWC 
partner with lawyers and work together with FSU and police to make sure all cases go to court.  
 
In 2016, Aberdeen Women’s Centre (AWC) launched a girl’s empowerment group founded by 
Aminata Maternal Foundation to support first time teenage mothers registered at the Maternity 
Clinic. A key goal of that program is to ensure that each girl is equipped with income-generating 
skills that will guarantee self-sufficiency, economic independence and improved life outcomes for 
the young women and their children after they exit temporary care.  
 
Despite all these gains AWC has been making, the institution still faces a lot of challenges that 
mainly include, the struggle to mobilize adequate funds to do more to support its programs and 
staff shortages, especially doctors to cater for its overwhelmed maternal services.  
 
The visit ended with the Ambassador and his team thanking the institution for its continued effort 
to provide these crucial services to the people of Sierra Leone. He further stimulated them to 
keep up with the good work and that the embassy is in full acknowledgement of their presence 
and relentless commitment to supporting the reproductive and health sector of the country. 
 
Source: [SLNBCC’s Mustapha A K Fofanah] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

WFP assistance relieved thousands as hunger levels rose in Sierra Leone 

 
The United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) reached 540,000 people in Sierra Leone with 
lifesaving and resilience building assistance last year, helping them meet their basic food and 
nutritional needs amidst rising levels of hunger, partly due to the economic fallout from COVID-
19. 
 
“Our assistance did not only help people have access to more nutritious food and more frequent 
meals. It also prevented many from engaging in harmful means of coping with hunger, such as 
selling off their assets to buy food, which would make them even more vulnerable in the face of 
future shocks,” said Steve Nsubuga, WFP’s Country Director in Sierra Leone. 
 
Nsubuga commended WFP’s partners and donors for making the agency’s assistance possible 
especially at the height of the lean season in August when a major round of WFP life-saving food 
assistance began.  
 
Working with the Ministry of Social Welfare, WFP targeted the most vulnerable households, 
delivering assistance as food prices rose amidst widespread poverty and reduced incomes due to 
COVID-19. 
 
WFP’s much needed assistance reached all districts of Sierra Leone thanks to generous 
contributions from China, the European Union, Irish Aid and Japan, which is WFP’s largest 
donor in Sierra Leone, as well as Russia, the United States of America and multilateral donors. 
 
In addition to lifesaving and asset-creation assistance, WFP supported the Government’s priority 
of drawing children to school, by feeding 327,000 pupils daily in over 1,000 schools. WFP further 
supported Sierra Leone’s aspiration for home-grown school feeding – a model where school food 
is sourced from local smallholders – by mobilising school communities for a pilot, which began 
this year and is on-going. 
 
WFP also supported smallholder farmers in six districts, providing them with cash or in-kind food 
to build irrigation schemes in inland valley swamps to enable food production throughout the 
year. 
 
The farmers used climate-sensitive methods that preserve the environment and Sierra Leone’s 
rich ecosystem and lead to higher yields. Working with the Ministry Agriculture, also as part of 



  

 

UN Peacebuilding Fund project, WFP supported the rehabilitation and development of 987 
hectares of inland valley swamps. 
 
Together with other agencies, WFP supported the newly established National Disaster 
Management Agency (NDMA), training its staff in emergency logistics and handing over its 
logistics base at Port Loko to enable the agency’s rapid response to disasters. 
 
“Ever since the NDMA was established, in 2020, strengthening its capacity became our priority 
because of the increasing risk of climate change-related disasters such as floods and mudslides, as 
well as fires, and their implications on food security,” Nsubuga said. 
 
The United Nations World Food Programme is the world’s largest humanitarian organization, 
saving lives in emergencies and using food assistance to build a pathway to peace, stability and 
prosperity for people recovering from conflict, disasters and the impact of climate change. 
 
 
 
Source:[https://www.thesierraleonetelegraph.com/wfp-assistance-relieved-thousands-as-
hunger-levels-rose-in-sierra-leone/] 
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Sierra Leone’s economy is expected to grow by 5% this year – says Bank of 
Sierra Leone Monetary Policy Committee 

 
The Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) of the Bank of Sierra Leone (BSL) met on 30th March 
2022, to discuss the current economic situation affecting millions of people in the country, as 
inflation and unemployment continue to rise, and the economy contracts. 
 
But the Monetary Policy Committee is not confident about the future, after concluding it “is of 
the view that demand pressures will lead to a significant depreciation of the Leone in the near 
future. Given the high pass-through effects of exchange rate depreciation on domestic prices, this 
will lead to higher prices, which will potentially negatively impact living standards of especially the 
poor.” 
 
This is the Report of the Monetary Policy Committee: 
 
Inflation 
 
Inflationary pressures are likely to persist in the near term. Based on the rebased Consumer Price 
Index (CPI) produced by Statistics Sierra Leone, headline inflation increased from 11.63% in 2021 
Q3 to 17.94% in 2021 Q4. Thereafter, it moderated to 16.65% in January 2022. However, it picked 
up in February 2022 to 17.59%. 
 
Global commodity-price inflation (especially fuel and food), high freight charges, the overall 
global negative supply shock created by the Russian-Ukranian crisis, and the uncertainties 
surrounding the COVID-19 pandemic suggest that inflationary pressures are expected to persist 
in the near period. 
 
The resultant increase in domestic fuel pump prices, which is bound to raise production costs 
economywide, may most likely impose adverse consequences for domestic prices. 
 
Domestic Economic Growth 
 
Domestic economic activity at a slower pace than previously expected. Real gross domestic 
product (RGDP) growth in 2021, which was estimated at 3.2%, was downgraded to 2.9%. This 
subdued economic performance was also reflected in the BSL’s high frequency indicator of 
economic activity—the Composite Index of Economic Activity (CIEA), which shows that the 



  

 

economy contracted by 2.73% in 2021 Q4. RGDP growth is expected to be stronger (at 5.0 
percent) in 2022, supported by an expected increase in activities in the agriculture, manufacturing, 
services and mining sectors. In short, actual RGDP growth during 2022 may, more likely than 
not, fall below its forecasted value of 5.0%. 
 
External Sector 
 
The Leone continued to depreciate against major international currencies in 2021 Q4, due to 
reduced supply of foreign exchange in the face of increased demand. This pressure is likely to 
increase during the Ramadan period, which is characterized by increased import demand for food 
and other essential commodities. 
 
External sector performance was mixed in 2021Q4. The trade deficit widened from $146.65 
million USD in 2021 Q3 to $245.66 million in 2021 Q4. This is due to the combined effects of 
increased imports and decreased exports. 
 
The stock of gross foreign exchange reserves of the Bank of Sierra Leone (excluding swaps) 
decreased from $932.90 million USD in 2021 Q3 to $931.76 million in 2021 Q4. This was 
singularly due to a revaluation loss of $4.24 million USD outweighing the net inflows of $3.10 
million. Despite the decrease, the stock of reserves was enough to cover about 5.4 months of 
imports of goods and services. 
 
The Committee is of the view that the demand pressures will lead to a significant depreciation of 
the Leone in the near future. Given the high pass-through effects of exchange rate depreciation 
on domestic prices, this will lead to higher prices, which will potentially negatively impact living 
standards of especially the poor. 
 
Source: [https://www.thesierraleonetelegraph.com/sierra-leones-economy-is-expected-to-grow-
by-5-this-year-says-bank-of-sierra-leone-monetary-policy-committee/] 
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Procurement Notices 

 

Bid Summary: Tenders Are Invited For Procurement Of Vehicles 

Funded by:  The World Bank Group 

Bid deadline: 19 May 2022 

………………………………………………………… 

Bid Summary:  Tenders Are Invited For Procurement Of Laboratory Equipments And 

Reagents 

Funded by:   United Nations (UN) 

Bid deadline:  04 May 2022 

………………………………………………………… 

Bid Summary: Tenders are invited for Sierra Leone Regional Rice Value Chain Development 

Project (Slrrvdp) 

Funded by: Islamic Development Bank (IsDB) 

Bid deadline: 31 December 2024 

 
For full/more procurement’s notices, visit: 
https://www.ungm.org/Public/Notice 

https://www.nppa.gov.sl/ 

https://www.sl.undp.org/content/sierraleone/en/home/procurement.htm 

https://www.biddetail.com/global-tenders/sierra-leone-tenders 
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How to Protect Yourself from covid-19 

Older adults and people who have severe underlying chronic medical conditions like heart or lung disease or 
diabetes seem to be at higher risk for developing more serious complications from COVID-19 illness. Please consult 
with your health care provider about additional steps you may be able to take to protect yourself.  

                                                                                
Clean your hands often                                                                      Cover Coughs and Sneezes 

• Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds especially after you have been in 
a public place, or after blowing your nose, coughing, or sneezing. 

• If soap and water are not readily available, use a hand sanitiser that contains at least 60% alcohol. 
Cover all surfaces of your hands and rub them together until they feel dry. 

• Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed hands. 

• Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue when you cough or sneeze or use the inside of your elbow. 

• Throw used tissues in the trash. 

• Immediately wash your hands with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. If soap and water are not 
readily available, clean your hands with a hand sanitiser that contains at least 60% alcohol. 

                                                                          
       Avoid close contact                                                                             Stay home if you’re sick 

• Stay home if you are sick, and only go out when you need to get medical care.  

• Avoid close contact with people who are sick 

• Put distance between yourself and other people if COVID-19 is spreading in your community. 
This is especially important for people who are at higher risk of getting very sick. 

 
 
                                                                        
 
     Wear a facemask if you are sick                                                                Clean and disinfect       

• If you are sick: You should wear a facemask when you are around other people (e.g., sharing a room 
or vehicle) and before you enter a healthcare provider’s office. If you are not able to wear a facemask 
(for example, because it causes trouble breathing), then you should do your best to cover your coughs 
and sneezes, and people who are caring for you should wear a facemask if they enter your room. 

• If you are NOT sick: You do not need to wear a facemask unless you are caring for someone who is 
sick (and they are not able to wear a facemask). Facemasks may be in short supply and they should be 
saved for caregivers. 

SOURCES: 
1. https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/.html 
2. http://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/misinformation_related_to_the_2019_coronavirus_pandemic 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/.html


  

 

 

 

 

COLOFON 

 

Credits 
 
This newsletter is written and edited by Kemurl Fofanah for the SLNBCC. All articles are 

written by SLNBCC staff, or shared from news sources with correct references. 

 

Feedback 
 
Do you have any comments, suggestions or remarks on this newsletter? Feel free to contact 

us at any time. Please send an email to ibnfofanah@gmail.com or binta@gnbcc.net. Also, 

we are looking for more press releases from our members. If you have anything you would 

like to share with our extensive network, our monthly newsletter provides the perfect 

platform to do so. 
 

Membership 
 
If you are interested in becoming an SLNBCC Member, please contact Binta Jalloh 

directly through binta@gnbcc.net or by calling +232(0)78381007. 

 

www.slnbcc.com 
 
www.facebook.com/slnbcc 

 

Thank you for reading our newsletter, the SLNBCC team: Binta Jalloh, Kemurl Fofanah,  

 

                                                                

mailto:binta@gnbcc.net

