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Sierra Leone Covid-19 Status, Aug 26, 2020 
  

Confirmed cases: 2,001 

Recovery:  1,569  

Death: 69 

   
Source: https://mohs.gov.sl/  
  

DEAR READERS, 

No matter who we are, life is rarely easy. It can be fun, exciting, and interesting, but most of the 
times it is challenging. Even though life does not come with an instructions’ manual we do have 

a superpower to help us in all the difficult moments; HOPE and RESILIENCE. In this trial 
time, we hope every one of us has enough of what is needed in the body, spirts and mind 

to pull through the storm. We encourage the entire membership of SLNBCC and 
everyone else to heed the necessary precautions and to follow the appropriate procedures 

that will help prevent us from this virus.
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The Consumer Protection Bill of 2020 becomes law 

Thursday 6th August 2020, the parliament of the Republic of Sierra Leone ratified the country’s 
consumer protection act that should ensure the rights of the consumers in the country. 

The ratified act aimed at providing protection and promote the interest of consumers and as well 
as providing the legal framework for the government to create a National Consumer Commission 
that will advocate and fight for the rights of consumers. 

According to a report, the tabled bill which has since become law was sponsored by the Minister 
of Trade and Industry, Dr Edward Hinga Sandy and other relevant associates. Dr Hinga informed 
parliament that the objective of the new act is to enhance the protection and rights of the 
consumers in a free market economy. These laws he further claimed will address issues 
surrounding a restricted market and an open market while protecting and respect the consumers 
in Sierra Leone. 

The Chairman of the Legislative Committee, Hon. Hindolo M. Gevao presented the Joint Report 
of the Legislative and Trade Committees. He mentioned to fellow MPs that both the Trade 
Committees and Legislative put forward the amendments to the act after consulting and receiving 
input from Standard Bureau and Traders’ Unions who were present during the successive 
presentations in parliament. 

Hon Gevao revealed that the Committees spent several days to amend and scrutinize the clauses, 
fines, and penalties on culprits, service delivery and safety, consumer protection, and composition 
of the Consumer Protection Commission Board. 

The chairman told colleague MPs that the Report reflects a consensus of Honourable Members 
of both Committees who formed part of the deliberations. The Bill was passed into law with some 
amendments after the Chairman of the Legislative Committee, Hon. Hindolo M. Gevao finished 
his presentation. 

With such laudable exercise carried out successfully, the other expected task that should ensure 
the law becomes effective is will be, to see the public receiving the right education and publicity 
about the law. Citizens must be enlightened about their consumer rights and obligations.  

By Kemurl Fofanah [SLNBCC] 

Bank of sierra leone warns the public against illegal foreign exchange 



  

 

 

In a statement released by the Bank of Sierra Leone on the 21st August 2020, it was declared that 

the financial institution is gravely concerned about reports of counterfeit dollar notes being 

circulated within Sierra Leone as recently reported by the Sierra Leone Police. 

In that regard, the Bank wishes to inform the public that given its statutory responsibility for 

maintaining financial system stability it is closely collaborating with the Police investigation of the 

matter to swiftly determine the source of counterfeit notes and promptly apprehend and punish 

those responsible for them. The Bank is assuring the public that it spares no effort in ensuring that 

foreign currency purchased at foreign exchange entities it authorizes and licenses are genuine. It 

continued that it is strongly advising the public to conduct their foreign exchange transactions 

in only such institutions. The Bank of Sierra Leone furthered that it is also informing the public 

that, according to Section 48 (4) of the Bank of Sierra Leone Act 2019,  the Board of Directors of 

the Bank, on 19th August 2020, approved maintaining the directives issued by the Bank on 

20th August 2019,  in force for an additional year. 

It went on to state that it is strongly drawing the public’s attention to its directive entitled 

“Prohibition Of Foreign Currency Transactions By Unlicensed Operators” issued in March 2020 

and the additional measures issued in April 2020 and to warn the public that buying and selling 

foreign exchange through individuals and/or institutions not licensed by the Bank of Sierra Leone 

remains illegal and that violators shall be punished, upon conviction, by three years imprisonment 

or a fine of One Hundred Million Leones or both. 

Source: https://thecalabashnewspaper.com/bank-of-sierra-leone-warns-the-public-against-illegal-

foreign-exchange/ 

https://thecalabashnewspaper.com/bank-of-sierra-leone-warns-the-public-against-illegal-foreign-exchange/
https://thecalabashnewspaper.com/bank-of-sierra-leone-warns-the-public-against-illegal-foreign-exchange/


  

 

OP-ED: Africa can build back better after COVID-19 — UN Deputy 
Secretary-General —Amina J Mohammed  

 

As of 24 May 2020, 54 countries in Africa had recorded more than 100,000 COVID-19 cases and 
over 3,000 deaths. And while the number of cases continues to grow, it could have been much 
worse had it not been for African governments taking preventive action despite weakened 
environments. 

We mourn the lives of the people we have lost and recognize the sorrow and burden of families 
and loved ones they have left behind. Life as we have known it has changed in unimaginable ways. 

Economies and livelihoods have been heavily affected as the demand for Africa’s commodities 
has fallen and tourism has declined sharply. Remittances ——which can account for more than 
10 per cent of Gross Domestic Product (GDP)—are also drying up. 

Already, the price of oil, which accounts for 40 per cent of Africa’s exports and 7.4 per cent of 
GDP, has declined by half, sharply reducing revenues for countries like Nigeria and Angola. A 
similar price crash in coffee and cocoa has lowered earnings for Ethiopia, Kenya, Côte d'Ivoire 
and other producers.  

Informal workers, 85.8 per cent of the labour force, lacking social protection or buffers against 
economic shocks, are facing devastating consequences. This is especially true for women workers 
who make up the majority of this sector.       

Africa’s economic growth could contract by 2.6 per cent, pushing about 29 million more people 
into extreme poverty. 

As the toll mounts, learning has been suspended, forcing children out of school, creating 
uncertainty about whether they will be able to continue their education and losing some of the 
precious gains realized over the past five years. 

Shortages of foodstuff, including maize, cooking oil and wheat flour, could trigger a food crisis if 
problems such as the swarms of locusts devouring crops and pasture in Eastern Africa are not 
tackled. The disruption of global supply chains is also considerably affecting export capacities. 



  

 

The pandemic has brought long-standing fragilities and inequalities into sharp relief, including 
systemic discrimination against women and girls.  

There has also been an alarming rise in levels of violence in the home, and rights-based abuses 
under the lockdown. 

These are just some of the reports we get daily — stories of pain, anxiety, frustration and anguish. 

But there is also hope, rooted in the customary spirit of African solidarity and kindness, 
of ubuntu — I am because we are. 

Doctors, nurses, other frontline workers and ordinary citizens, men and women, old and young, 
are demonstrating sacrifice, courage and commitment in the fight against the pandemic.  

Women constitute 70 per cent of the healthcare workforce; they are risking their lives to save 
others, serving as nurses, laundry workers, catering assistants and more. 

The African Union (AU) leadership responded swiftly to the crisis, setting up a coordinated 
continental approach, establishing an anti-COVID-19 Response Fund and appointing special 
envoys to mobilize international support. 

The UN, led by the World Health Organization (WHO) and Dr Tedros Ghebreyesus, has 
mobilized to support the African States to prepare for, respond to and suppress the pandemic. 
The AU’s Centres for Disease Control and Prevention (Africa CDC) is coordinating with WHO 
and other partners to provide countries with training and medical supplies. 

Beyond the health response, the UN quickly scaled up its activities across the peace and security, 
humanitarian and development nexus to support the African response to COVID-19. 

The UN has launched a Global Humanitarian Plan, much of which is devoted to the African 
continent. The UN "Solidarity Flights," led by WHO and the World Food Programme (WFP) in 
coordination with the AU and Africa CDC, are delivering urgently needed medical equipment to 
all African nations. 

UN Country Teams and UN missions are providing integrated whole-of-system support by 
tapping into the comparative advantages of specific agencies, funds and programmes.   

Guided by a Socio-Economic Response Framework, the UN is working across Africa to support 
governments in addressing the socio-economic impacts of the crisis, from ensuring essential health 
services, social protection and basic services to protecting jobs, guiding fiscal and macroeconomic 
policies and promoting social cohesion and community resilience. 

The UN Secretary-General has called for more than $200 billion for Africa as part of a 
comprehensive global response package, as well as an across-the-board debt standstill, options 
towards debt sustainability and solutions for structural issues in the international debt architecture. 

Furthermore, the UN, along with the AU and the European Union, has just signed the regional 
programme of the Spotlight Initiative to end Violence against Women and Girls, dedicating some 
$40 million to prevention and response. 

These positive developments help keep hope alive. 



  

 

Just a few months ago, Africa’s fortunes were on the upswing. Some of the world’s fastest-growing 
economies were on the continent.  Increasing internet access continued to expand the frontiers of 
innovation for Africans, youth in particular. 

Declining rates of poverty and infant mortality signalled that Africa was on the right development 
path, anchored by the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and the African Union’s Agenda 
2063. 

We must have faith that the pandemic is only a partial eclipse and that Africa’s sun will shine 
again—because of the continent’s youth, innovation and genuine partnerships to recover better. 

The inter-connectedness of African countries and particularly border communities requires that 
the continent continues to depend on pan-African solidarity in the COVID-19 fight. The African 
proverb “You cannot clap with one hand” rings as true as ever. 

Recovering better 

Despite the devastating effects of the pandemic, Africa can build back better. Here are a few ways 
how to do so: 

First, improve affordable access to medical supplies by creating green lanes at customs to facilitate 
fast movement, suspending tariffs on medical items, establishing price control mechanisms and 
fostering local manufacturing of medical supplies. 

Second, protect small and medium-sized enterprises, including by leveraging opportunities in the 
digital economy and expanding access to technology. 

Third, implement the African Continental Free Trade Area to fast-track Africa’s industrialization 
and position its economy to better withstand future global shocks. 

Fourth, use the recovery to accelerate a transition to low-carbon, climate-resilient growth, with a 
shift to economies that avoid air pollution, create green jobs and ensure clean and sustainable 
consumption and production.  This shift must be fair to all and leave no one behind. 

Fifth, we must heighten our focus on children, older persons, persons with disabilities, refugees 
and internally displaced persons. 

Our guiding frameworks for a better, more sustainable recovery are the Sustainable Development 
Agenda and the Paris Agreement on Climate Change.   

Women must be at the decision-making table. We must also enlist the talent of the youth if we are 
to succeed in transforming Africa to a land of inclusion and prosperity that will serve future 
generations.  

We will get through this crisis together. COVID-19 can be defeated in Africa, and we can build 
back better. 

In the words of Nelson Mandela: “It is in your hands to create a better world for all who live in 
it.” 

Source:[https://www.un.org/africarenewal/web-features/coronavirus/un-deputy-chief-after-

covid-19-africa-can-build-back-better]  

https://www.un.org/africarenewal/web-features/coronavirus/un-deputy-chief-after-covid-19-africa-can-build-back-better
https://www.un.org/africarenewal/web-features/coronavirus/un-deputy-chief-after-covid-19-africa-can-build-back-better


  

 

Procurement Notices 

 

Bid Summary: General Procurement Notice for Sierra Leone Agribusiness and Rice Value 

Chain Support 

Funded by:  African Development Bank 

Bid deadline: 09 September 2020 

………………………………………………………… 

Bid Summary:  General Procurement Notice for Sierra Leone Threshold Program 

Funded by:   Millennium Challenge Account (MCA) 

Bid deadline:  October 15, 2020 

………………………………………………………… 

Bid Summary: Supply, Delivery, Installation and Commissioning of a Planning Software 

System  

Funded by: Millennium Challenge Account  

Bid deadline: 26 September 2020 

………………………………………………………… 

 
For full/more procurement’s notices, visit: 
https://www.ungm.org/Public/Notice 

https://www.nppa.gov.sl/ 

https://www.sl.undp.org/content/sierraleone/en/home/procurement.htm 

https://www.biddetail.com/global-tenders/sierra-leone-tenders 
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https://www.sl.undp.org/content/sierraleone/en/home/procurement.htm
https://www.biddetail.com/global-tenders/sierra-leone-tenders


  

 

How to Protect Yourself from covid19 

Older adults and people who have severe underlying chronic medical conditions like heart or lung disease or 
diabetes seem to be at higher risk for developing more serious complications from COVID-19 illness. Please consult 
with your health care provider about additional steps you may be able to take to protect yourself.  

                                                                                
Clean your hands often                                                                      Cover Coughs and Sneezes 

• Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds especially after you have been in 
a public place, or after blowing your nose, coughing, or sneezing. 

• If soap and water are not readily available, use a hand sanitizer that contains at least 60% alcohol. 
Cover all surfaces of your hands and rub them together until they feel dry. 

• Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed hands. 

• Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue when you cough or sneeze or use the inside of your elbow. 

• Throw used tissues in the trash. 

• Immediately wash your hands with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. If soap and water are not 
readily available, clean your hands with a hand sanitizer that contains at least 60% alcohol. 

                                                                          
       Avoid close contact                                                                             Stay home if you’re sick 

• Stay home if you are sick, and only go out when you need to get medical care.  

• Avoid close contact with people who are sick 

• Put distance between yourself and other people if COVID-19 is spreading in your community. 
This is especially important for people who are at higher risk of getting very sick. 

 
 
                                                                        
Wear a facemask if you are sick                            Clean 

and disinfect       

• If you are sick: You should wear a facemask when you are around other people (e.g., sharing a room 
or vehicle) and before you enter a healthcare provider’s office. If you are not able to wear a facemask 
(for example, because it causes trouble breathing), then you should do your best to cover your coughs 
and sneezes, and people who are caring for you should wear a facemask if they enter your room. 

• If you are NOT sick: You do not need to wear a facemask unless you are caring for someone who is 
sick (and they are not able to wear a facemask). Facemasks may be in short supply and they should be 
saved for caregivers. 

SOURCES: 
1. https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/.html 
2. http://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/misinformation_related_to_the_2019_coronavirus_pandemic 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/.html


  

 

 

 

 

COLOFON 

 

Credits 
 
This newsletter is written and edited by Kemurl Fofanah for the SLNBCC. All articles are 

written by SLNBCC staff, or shared from news sources with correct references. 

 

Feedback 
 
Do you have any comments, suggestions or remarks on this newsletter? Feel free to contact 

us at any time. Please send an email to memunabayoh@gmail.com or binta@gnbcc.net. 

Also, we are looking for more press releases from our members. If you have anything you 

would like to share with our extensive network, our monthly newsletter provides the perfect 

platform to do so. 
 

Membership 
 
If you are interested in becoming an SLNBCC Member, please contact Binta Jalloh 

directly through binta@gnbcc.net or by calling +232(0)78381007. 

 

www.slnbcc.com 
 
www.facebook.com/slnbcc 

 

Thank you for reading our newsletter, the SLNBCC team: Binta Jalloh, Kemurl Fofanah, 

and Memuna Bayoh 

 

                                                                

mailto:binta@gnbcc.net

