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DEAR READERS, 

 The SLNBCC team is wishing you all happy holidays, Merry Christmas and Happy New Year in 
advance. We would like to let you know that our office will be closed from the 18th of 

December to the 4th of January. We encouraged you all, including the entire membership of 
SLNBCC to please be cautious and follow all the appropriate procedures. Hopefully, we will 

have a prosperous 2021.  
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Forget the Headlines, Read the Fine Print and Visit Sierra Leone 

You may have heard of Sierra Leone, and the first thing that comes to your mind include the ten 

years of civil unrest which ended in 2002. But there is more to Sierra Leone that what the headlines 

dictate. To understand that fully, this article would lament on the fine print of what Sierra Leone 

truly is. Sierra Leone is known for many things, from its beautiful white sand beaches and 

coastlines to its lush forests with teeming wildlife and towering mountains. Although these features 

are highlighted in many travel journals, Sierra Leone has still not received enough recognition as a 

travel destination for tourists. With the inception of the pandemic which has plagued the globe 

and has made it difficult for international travel, maybe Sierra Leone has a chance to finally reclaim 

its place as a major travel destination. 

Below are the top five reasons as to why visiting Sierra Leone should be on your travel agenda for 

the new year. 

Sierra Leone has a delicious and healthy cuisine-The word ‘’sweet Salone’’ does not only 

symbolises the beautiful landscape of the country, but it also represents the tasteful dishes 

travellers can enjoy in Sierra Leone. The country has an array of organic and healthy foods which 

are available at your fingertips.  According to an article by Mail Online, Sierra Leone has one of 

the best diets in Africa which consists of fruit, vegetables, nuts and whole grains. The new year 

could see you at an exotic beach sipping on fresh coconut water whilst nibbling on fresh ‘‘plantain 

chips’’. 

Sierra Leone has something for everyone- Whatever you are searching for in a trip, Sierra Leone 

has something for you in-store. If you enjoy some nightlife action, then there is an array of night 

clubs and beach shacks around the Aberdeen to Lumley area. If you prefer exploring Nature to 

Nightlife, then Sierra Leone has a large ecosystem of wildlife, you can visit the Tacaguma Zoo or 

the Gola rainforest. If you are into hiking and mountains, then you can go further inland to the 



  

 

Koinadugu district, home of the Bintumani Mountains. If you would rather be swimming or 

enjoying the warm weather at the beach, then the peninsular beaches are a real gem to behold. 

Sierra Leone also boasts of eight islands, and there are local companies which organise excursion 

trips to these islands.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sierra Leoneans are generally friendly- Making a foreigner feel at home in one of the special 

attributes of Sierra Leoneans. According to an article by World Travel Guide about Sierra Leone, 

‘’Sierra Leone remains one of the friendliest countries on the continent’’.  It is easy to make friends 

and priceless memories in Sierra Leone. 

Sierra Leone is virtually easy to visit- Sierra Leone has a visa on arrival country policy, so your 

journey to Sierra Leone could only be a ticket away. Although most of the Covid 19 rules have 

been relaxed, you still have to take a Covid 19 test to be allowed into the country. 

Low Covid 19 death rates- Sierra Leone has handled the Covid 19 well and the proof is in a low 

death and infection rates. When the pandemic started, there had been several health warnings 

about the high death toll that could arise from the Covid 19 pandemic in Africa. But it is not in all 

instances that the headlines may hold the truth of a story, as the Government of Sierra Leone and 

the People of Sierra Leone handled the Covid 19 well than expected. The Government of Sierra 

Leone introduced stringent laws when the country had its first coronavirus case in March and it 

was followed by countrywide lockdowns and curfews. The community people also played their 

parts by erecting makeshifts checkpoints and coercing people to wash their hands which were 

followed by a thermometer checking of your body’s temperature. This and many other efforts 

contributed to the low deaths rates in the country. As of 15th of December 2020, Sierra Leone has 

had 2,445 cases, 1851 recovered and a total of 75 deaths. 

 

By Memuna Bayoh [SLNBCC] 



  

 

My Visit to the Koinadugu District: An encounter with the Binta’s Angels Network 

 
The Binta’s Angel’s Network is a charitable organisation founded in 2012 with the sole aim of 
promoting education in communities where it is needed most while paying special attention to 
improving girl’s child education.  I was opportune to witness the work of the Network with the 
founder Binta Jalloh on one of her trips to the schools on the 26th of November 2020. 
The Binta’s Angels Network is one of the most unique charitable organisations I have 
encountered. Although the agency has built and still sponsor three schools around the belt of the 
Koinadugu district (Heremakono, Foronaya and Koba Junction), their work goes beyond just 
erecting structures and teachers’ salaries. The Binta’s Angels Network has the philosophy that to 
educate a child, they also need to tackle some of the social plaques that hamper children from 
going to school.  
 
First, the Binta’s Angels Network has eliminated finance as part of the problem for not going to 
school. Within the Binta’s Angels Network, school fees have been eliminated, they also supply 
uniforms, shoes and books to motivate the parents to send their children to school. This support 
is also extended to the children when they have graduated from school by providing school 
materials and other forms of support towards their education. 
 
Second, the Binta’s Angels should also be applauded for putting community members at the 
forefront of these projects. These people do not only bring their knowledge and expertise to the 
table, but they also show a great deal of commitment and empathy in ensuring that this program 
is successful. The staff involved in the Network all hail from the Koinadugu District. Two of the 
staff members who made a significant mark on me were Mohamed Boie Jalloh who is commonly 
referred to as ‘’Uncle Boie’’ and Fatmata Thullah. Uncle Boie Coordinates the daily activities of 
the three schools. His job description does not, however, end there. Uncle Boie has had his shared 
number of experiences from fighting child marriage to battling with primary school dropout or 
giving special attention to orphans who have no one to support them.  
 
 
 
 



  

 

 
Fatmata Thullah is the Head Teacher for the first school established by the Binta’s Angels Network 
at Heremakono. She heads a team of about eight staff members and under her leadership, the 
school has had a steady increase in the number of students admitted and their performance at the 
National Primary School Examinations (NPSE) keeps improving. The secret behind her success 
is that Ms Thullah reached out to community members and educated them about the importance 
of sending their children to school. This campaign yielded much success as the parents developed 
their relationship with her, they trusted her enough to educate their children. 
 
 
Third, Binta’s Angels Network is founded based on strong monitoring and corporation. The 
network does not only monitor the performance of the students, but it also monitors the teachers 
and the welfare of its students. The parents also play a key role in the continuation of this project 
as they show commitment towards its development.   In a place that is faced with a lot of hardships, 
sending your child to school instead of sending them to learn a trade or skill is a real show of 
commitment and sacrifice, as education is seen as a long-term investment whose fruit takes time 
to yield profits. 
 
By Memuna Bayoh (SLNBCC) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

Procurement Notices 

 

Bid Summary: General Procurement Notice for Sierra Leone Threshold Program 

Funded by:  Millennium Challenge Account (MCA) 

Bid deadline: 31 December 2020 

………………………………………………………… 

Bid Summary:  General Procurement Notice For Gvwc Operations And Maintenance Tools. 

Funded by:   Millennium Challenge Account (MCA) 

Bid deadline:  28 February 2021 

………………………………………………………… 

Bid Summary: General Procurement Notice For Sierra Leone Threshold Program 

Funded by: Millennium Challenge Account (MCA) 

Bid deadline: 28 February 2021 

………………………………………………………… 

Bid Summary: General Procurement Notice For GVWC Basic ICT Skills Development 

Funded by: Millennium Challenge Account (MCA) 

Bid deadline: 28 February 2021 

 

 
For full/more procurement’s notices, visit: 
https://www.ungm.org/Public/Notice 

https://www.nppa.gov.sl/ 

https://www.sl.undp.org/content/sierraleone/en/home/procurement.htm 

https://www.biddetail.com/global-tenders/sierra-leone-tenders 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.ungm.org/Public/Notice
https://www.nppa.gov.sl/
https://www.sl.undp.org/content/sierraleone/en/home/procurement.htm
https://www.biddetail.com/global-tenders/sierra-leone-tenders


  

 

How to Protect Yourself from covid-19 

Older adults and people who have severe underlying chronic medical conditions like heart or lung disease or 
diabetes seem to be at higher risk for developing more serious complications from COVID-19 illness. Please consult 
with your health care provider about additional steps you may be able to take to protect yourself.  

                                                                                
Clean your hands often                                                                      Cover Coughs and Sneezes 

• Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds especially after you have been in 
a public place, or after blowing your nose, coughing, or sneezing. 

• If soap and water are not readily available, use a hand sanitizer that contains at least 60% alcohol. 
Cover all surfaces of your hands and rub them together until they feel dry. 

• Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed hands. 

• Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue when you cough or sneeze or use the inside of your elbow. 

• Throw used tissues in the trash. 

• Immediately wash your hands with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. If soap and water are not 
readily available, clean your hands with a hand sanitizer that contains at least 60% alcohol. 

                                                                          
       Avoid close contact                                                                             Stay home if you’re sick 

• Stay home if you are sick, and only go out when you need to get medical care.  

• Avoid close contact with people who are sick 

• Put distance between yourself and other people if COVID-19 is spreading in your community. 
This is especially important for people who are at higher risk of getting very sick. 

 
 
                                                                        
Wear a facemask if you are sick                            Clean 

and disinfect       

• If you are sick: You should wear a facemask when you are around other people (e.g., sharing a room 
or vehicle) and before you enter a healthcare provider’s office. If you are not able to wear a facemask 
(for example, because it causes trouble breathing), then you should do your best to cover your coughs 
and sneezes, and people who are caring for you should wear a facemask if they enter your room. 

• If you are NOT sick: You do not need to wear a facemask unless you are caring for someone who is 
sick (and they are not able to wear a facemask). Facemasks may be in short supply and they should be 
saved for caregivers. 

SOURCES: 
1. https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/.html 
2. http://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/misinformation_related_to_the_2019_coronavirus_pandemi

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/.html


  

 

 

 

 

Sierra Leone Covid-19 Status, Dec 15th, 2020 
  

Confirmed cases: 2,451 

Recovery:  1,853 

Death: 75 

   
Source: https://mohs.gov.sl/  
  

 
 

COLOFON 

 

Credits 
 
This newsletter is written and edited by Kemurl Fofanah for the SLNBCC. All articles are 

written by SLNBCC staff, or shared from news sources with correct references. 

 
Feedback 
 
Do you have any comments, suggestions or remarks on this newsletter? Feel free to contact us 

at any time. Please send an email to memunabayoh@gmail.com or binta@gnbcc.net. Also, we 

are looking for more press releases from our members. If you have anything you would like to 

share with our extensive network, our monthly newsletter provides the perfect platform to do 

so. 
 
Membership 
 
If you are interested in becoming an SLNBCC Member, please contact Binta Jalloh directly 

through binta@gnbcc.net or by calling +232(0)78381007. 

 
www.slnbcc.com 
 
www.facebook.com/slnbcc 

 

Thank you for reading our newsletter, the SLNBCC team: Binta Jalloh, Kemurl Fofanah, and Memuna 

Bayoh 

                                                      

https://mohs.gov.sl/
mailto:binta@gnbcc.net

