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Sierra Leone Covid-19 Status, February 24th, 2022 

Confirmed cases: 7,665 

Recovery:  4,810 

Death: 125 

Source: https://mohs.gov.sl/ 

DEAR READERS, 

 SLNBCC encourage you all to keep adhering to the appropriate measures that are there 
to protect us from the coronavirus. Your safety and the safety of others comes first. 
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SLNBCC holds a dinner event for participants in the March 2021, Business 
Management Training for SMEs 

 
4th February, 2022 – The Sierra Leone Netherlands Business and Culture Council held a dinner event for 

individuals who took part in their Business Management Training conducted in March 2021. The training 

was coordinated by SLNBCC, executed by IPAM and funded by the Netherlands Enterprise Agency 

through the Ghana Netherlands Business and Culture Council. 

 

The event brings together the participants, lecturers and other relevant associates to discuss the various 

progresses they have made since the training, their challenges and pertinent strategies on how to optimize 

the business landscape for SMEs in the country. 

 

In her opening remark, the program manager for SLNBCC madam Binta Jalloh thanked everyone for 

attending the dinner event. She expressed SLNBCC’s commitment to promote the main policy of the 

Dutch government shifting from aid to trade. She mentioned that her organization is the gateway for doing 

business between Sierra Leone and the Netherlands. “We ensure that our members get the necessary 

readiness to partner or do business with a Dutch business in the Netherlands”. 

 

 She concluded by stating that SLNBCC is the initiative of the Netherlands embassy in Ghana and as such, 

they are bent on ensuring that Sierra Leone and the Netherlands grow together on thematic areas including, 

private sector development. 

 



  

 

The event qualifies the March 2021 training to be a success story as the participants all expressed 

improvement in their business management skills. According to one participant, “the training has helped 

me develop a new business idea which has worked well for me”. Another reveals that the knowledge gained 

from the training and with SLNBCC’s aid, their business has been able to do business in the Netherlands. 

They all mentioned how helpful it has been to them especially in the areas of pitching and the preparing 

and management of the financial records of their respective businesses. 

 

However, others emphasized the covid 19 pandemic as a challenge for their businesses in establishing 

partnership with overseas companies as movements are still not flexible. They appeal to SLNBCC to 

facilitate the establishment of partnerships between businesses in the Netherlands and Sierra Leone 

because there are numerous opportunities for investment in Sierra Leone. They also advocate for more 

trainings to build the capacities of businesses in the country.  The event continued with food, drinks and 

networking amongst the attendees. 

 

Source: SLNBCC 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

EU approves 245 Million Euros grant for Sierra Leone amid growing 
political tension 

 
The European Union Commissioner for International Partnerships, Jutta Pauliina Urpilainen, has 

confirmed that European Union (EU), will support Sierra Leone with €245 million grant for four years, 

according to State House Media and Communications Unit in Freetown. 

The confirmation of Grant support was made during a bilateral meeting between the EU Commissioner 

and Sierra Leone’s President  Julius Maada Bio  at the 6th EU-African Union Summit in Brussels. 

 

During the bilateral meeting, the EU Commissioner praised the President for his reforms in Sierra Leone 

particularly in repealing the seditious libel law, the abolition of the death penalty, and promotion of gender 

empowerment, but expressed EU’s concern over the recent coups in the subregion whilst praising 

ECOWAS for its response. 

President Bio told the EU Commissioner that he is committed to running a liberal democratic nation, 

adding that despite the COVID-19 pandemic the government wil not relent on its progressive agenda. 

“COVID-19 pandemic has been a great disrupter to government programmes,” President Bio added. 

 

Partnership and cooperation between EU and Sierra Leone will focus on three priority areas: 1) Green 

Economy, 2) Human Capital Development and 3) Democratic Governance, Human Rights and 

Fundamental Freedoms. On Green Economy, the cooperation is expected to focus on increasing access 

to modern, sustainable, affordable and reliable energy for jobs and growth; developing sustainable, 

employment-oriented agriculture and fisheries food systems for health and nutrition; and supporting 

sustainable management and protection of terrestrial and marine ecosystems and biodiversity. On Human 



  

 

Capital Development, the cooperation is expected to focus on investing in Basic and Secondary Education 

and TVET; and improving the quality of literacy and numeracy skills and qualifications.  This area is also 

expected to focus on social protection to reduce vulnerabilities and sustain growth. 

 

On Democratic Governance, Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms, the cooperation is expected to 

focus on credible and inclusive elections as well as government’s effectiveness and public service delivery 

at national and local levels. This area is also expected to focus on economic governance that will underpin 

sustainable economic and social policies through strengthening public finance management, transparency 

and domestic resources mobilisation and improving the business climate. 

 

“The European Union has been a credible partner to Sierra Leone. We welcome the Grant of €245 million 

to further our partnership and cooperation. It is the clearest evidence of increased confidence in the 

leadership of His Excellency President Julius Maada Bio for his progressive reforms and commitment to 

sustainable development. We hope that the European Union Delegation in Sierra Leone will now prioritise 

the timely delivery of the programmes jointly identified for implementation,” said Dr Francis Kaikai, 

Minister of Planning and Economic Development. 

 

Last year the EU criticised President Bio’s government for failing to implement most of the 

recommendations made by the EU Elections Observation Mission Team following the controversial 2018 

Presidential and General elections in Sierra Leone, which saw President Bio’s SLPP party winning by a 

narrow three-percent margin. The EU Report also criticised the police and judiciary for their lack of 

impartiality and independence. With the next Presidential, Local and General elections set to take place 

next year, it is highly unlikely the EU will release the approved €245 million grant until the outcome of 

those elections are known. 

 
Source: https://www.thesierraleonetelegraph.com/eu-approves-245-million-euros-grant-for-

sierra-leone-amid-growing-political-tension/ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.thesierraleonetelegraph.com/eu-approves-245-million-euros-grant-for-sierra-leone-amid-growing-political-tension/
https://www.thesierraleonetelegraph.com/eu-approves-245-million-euros-grant-for-sierra-leone-amid-growing-political-tension/


  

 

Global Development Finance Coalition commits over $5.5 billion for MSME 
financing in Africa 

 
The coalition for a sustainable and inclusive recovery of the private sector, an international group of 20 

development finance institutions that came together in 2020, today announced commitments of over $5.55 

billion of financing to micro, small and medium enterprises (MSMEs) in Africa between mid-2020 and end 

of 2021, beating their set target of $4 billion over the period. The coalition said it had exceeded its initial 

target by 40 percent, while development finance institutions jointly committed over $5.55 billion of 

financing of micro, small and medium enterprises in Africa over the period. 

 

At the first Finance in Common Summit in November 2020, the EDFI Association, on behalf of its 15 

European member development finance institutions, together with the African Development Bank, the 

West African Development Bank (BOAD), FinDev Canada, the U.S. International Development Finance 

Corporation, and the Islamic Corporation for the Development of the Private Sector, launched the 

coalition. The Trade and Development Bank joined it soon after. In response to the unprecedented global 

health and economic crisis caused by Covid-19, the coalition recognised the critical role development 

finance institutions play in supporting the crisis response in vulnerable countries. While micro, small and 

medium enterprises are the economic lifeblood of emerging and frontier economies, they are also more 

vulnerable to crises than larger enterprises. In developing countries, formal small and medium enterprises 

contribute more than one third of gross domestic product and account for 52% of formal employment. 

 

Improved access to finance for micro, small and medium enterprises is critically important to boost growth 

and the prospects of the 450 million young Africans projected to join the labour market by 2050. The 

Covid-19 crisis put the viability of micro, small and medium enterprises under acute pressure and efforts 



  

 

to expand inclusive financial solutions are crucial for a successful recovery. To address this challenge, the 

coalition’s signatories committed to: deepen cooperation among their institutions; focus on inclusive 

financial solutions for the private sector; and support clients with technical assistance and advisory services 

when needed. 

 

Consequently, the 1,400 projects contracted demonstrate a strong focus on smaller and inclusive projects 

as well as on a broad spectrum of small and medium enterprises, from small enterprises/start-ups to mid-

sized firms with strong growth potential. In addition, signatories mobilised €23 million of technical 

assistance, including capacity building and advisory services to MSMEs. African Development Bank 

President Akinwumi Adesina said: “Micro, small, and medium-sized enterprises are vital to Africa’s 

prosperity, representing 90% of all businesses and generating more than half of all jobs. Many small 

entrepreneurs will tell you that limited access to finance is a major hurdle to growth. The $5.5 billion that 

we are committing together will go a long way in overcoming this hurdle. I am confident our initiative will 

make a major contribution to the success of micro, small, and medium-sized enterprises all over Africa. If 

they grow, we all do.” 

 

“MSMEs are vital to Sub-Saharan Africa’s economy, representing 90% of trade and more than half the 

jobs in the region. As these businesses disproportionately suffered the impacts of the health crisis, we 

joined efforts to provide capital and advisory services to support the economic recovery. Surpassing our 

initial goal further motivates us to collaborate with our partners to promote sustainable and inclusive 

economic growth in Sub-Saharan Africa,” added Lori Kerr, CEO, FinDev Canada. Ayman Sejiny, CEO 

of ICD, commented: “I would like to congratulate all the coalition partners and ICD’s team for exceeding 

the coalition’s target by committing over USD 5 billion for MSME financing in Africa. It is a great 

accomplishment and a culmination that will inspire our coalition of development partners to collaborate 

more to continue achieving more ambitious goals for sustainable development in Africa and our member 

countries.” “The impressive results of this coalition demonstrate the kind of collaboration between DFIs 

that is needed to support Africa’s private sector enterprises. European DFIs increased SME financing to 

a record level in 2021. While this progress represents an important milestone for us, it is by working 

together with African and international partner institutions that we can mobilise finance at the scale needed 

to secure an inclusive economic recovery,” concluded Søren Peter Andreasen, CEO of EDFI. 

Source: https://www.thesierraleonetelegraph.com 

https://www.thesierraleonetelegraph.com/global-development-finance-coalition-commits-over-5-5-billion-for-msme-financing-in-africa/


  

 

Procurement Notices 

 

Bid Summary: Expression of Interest For Recruitment Of An Individual Consultant 
(International Training Consultant) For The Development Of Training Needs Assessment And 
Training Plan 

Funded by:  The World Bank Group 

Bid deadline: 07 March 2022 

………………………………………………………… 

Bid Summary:  General Procurement Notice for Rice Agro Industrial Cluster Project 

Funded by:   Ministry Of Agriculture And Forestry 

Bid deadline:  22 March 2022 

………………………………………………………… 

Bid Summary: Tenders Are Invited For Construction Of Staff And Patient Quarters 

Funded by: Ministry Of Health And Sanitation 

Bid deadline: 07 March 2022 

 
For full/more procurement’s notices, visit: 
https://www.ungm.org/Public/Notice 

https://www.nppa.gov.sl/ 

https://www.sl.undp.org/content/sierraleone/en/home/procurement.htm 

https://www.biddetail.com/global-tenders/sierra-leone-tenders 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.ungm.org/Public/Notice
https://www.nppa.gov.sl/
https://www.sl.undp.org/content/sierraleone/en/home/procurement.htm
https://www.biddetail.com/global-tenders/sierra-leone-tenders


  

 

How to Protect Yourself from covid-19 

Older adults and people who have severe underlying chronic medical conditions like heart or lung disease or 
diabetes seem to be at higher risk for developing more serious complications from COVID-19 illness. Please consult 
with your health care provider about additional steps you may be able to take to protect yourself.  

                                                                                
Clean your hands often                                                                      Cover Coughs and Sneezes 

• Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds especially after you have been in 
a public place, or after blowing your nose, coughing, or sneezing. 

• If soap and water are not readily available, use a hand sanitiser that contains at least 60% alcohol. 
Cover all surfaces of your hands and rub them together until they feel dry. 

• Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed hands. 

• Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue when you cough or sneeze or use the inside of your elbow. 

• Throw used tissues in the trash. 

• Immediately wash your hands with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. If soap and water are not 
readily available, clean your hands with a hand sanitiser that contains at least 60% alcohol. 

                                                                          
       Avoid close contact                                                                             Stay home if you’re sick 

• Stay home if you are sick, and only go out when you need to get medical care.  

• Avoid close contact with people who are sick 

• Put distance between yourself and other people if COVID-19 is spreading in your community. 
This is especially important for people who are at higher risk of getting very sick. 

 
 
                                                                        
 
     Wear a facemask if you are sick                                                                Clean and disinfect       

• If you are sick: You should wear a facemask when you are around other people (e.g., sharing a room 
or vehicle) and before you enter a healthcare provider’s office. If you are not able to wear a facemask 
(for example, because it causes trouble breathing), then you should do your best to cover your coughs 
and sneezes, and people who are caring for you should wear a facemask if they enter your room. 

• If you are NOT sick: You do not need to wear a facemask unless you are caring for someone who is 
sick (and they are not able to wear a facemask). Facemasks may be in short supply and they should be 
saved for caregivers. 

SOURCES: 
1. https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/.html 
2. http://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/misinformation_related_to_the_2019_coronavirus_pandemic 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/.html


  

 

 

 

 

COLOFON 

 

Credits 
 
This newsletter is written and edited by Kemurl Fofanah for the SLNBCC. All articles are 

written by SLNBCC staff, or shared from news sources with correct references. 

 

Feedback 
 
Do you have any comments, suggestions or remarks on this newsletter? Feel free to contact 

us at any time. Please send an email to ibnfofanah@gmail.com or binta@gnbcc.net. Also, 

we are looking for more press releases from our members. If you have anything you would 

like to share with our extensive network, our monthly newsletter provides the perfect 

platform to do so. 
 

Membership 
 
If you are interested in becoming an SLNBCC Member, please contact Binta Jalloh 

directly through binta@gnbcc.net or by calling +232(0)78381007. 

 

www.slnbcc.com 
 
www.facebook.com/slnbcc 

 

Thank you for reading our newsletter, the SLNBCC team: Binta Jalloh, Kemurl Fofanah,  

 

                                                                

mailto:binta@gnbcc.net

