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Sierra Leone Covid-19 Status, Feb 24th, 2021 
  

Confirmed cases: 3,862 

Recovery:  2,609  

Death: 79 

   
Source: https://mohs.gov.sl/  
  

DEAR READERS, 

We hope this newsletter finds you in good health and spirits. Covid 19 is still in our midst 
and still deadly – therefore, we are encouraging everyone including the entire 

membership of SLNBCC to please be cautious and follow all the appropriate procedures 
that ensures our safety. 
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Sierra Leone Netherlands Business Culture Council welcomes it new members 

 

 

 

The Sierra Leone Netherlands Business and Culture Council wishes to welcome and introduce the 
following new members to its existing network.  

PRIME HEIGHTS ASSOCIATES (PHA) is a business and management consulting firm based 
in Sierra Leone. PHA is a company providing turnkey solutions to businesses across the country. 
their consultants have contributed invaluably to the success of several organizations, and lead 
others with impeccable visionary leadership. 

Prime Heights Associates Entrepreneur experience spans about 10 years with SMEs in Agricultural 
sector, Service sector, Manufacturing sector, Health Sector, Educational sector, and trading sector. 
They have successfully provided Training and Coaching services to both new and growing SMEs 
across the country – Freetown, Makeni, Bo, Kenema, Mile 91, Kabala, Yele, Rotifunk, etc. For 
more information contacts: www.primeheights.org, or solajegede@primeheights.org. 

 NYAPUII FOODS, is a subsidiary of “Nyapuii Concept” SL Ltd., a Sierra Leonean Company 
registered under the Laws of Sierra Leone. It has its head office along the old Peninsula Road in 
Hamilton, Western Area Rural, Freetown and a branch office at Burma III in Kenema, Kenema 
District. Nyapuii Concept has two (2) product lines – Nyapuii Threads and Nyapuii Foods. 
Nyapuii Foods’ products range from confectionery to peanut butter production - (Nyapuii 
Granat). It is a registered product with the Sierra Leone Standard Bureau with product PIN SLSB-
PC-0032. For more information contact: nyapuiifoods19@gmail.com 

H & D FARM, was established in July of 2020 with a focus on the production, processing and 
marketing of cocoa, coffee, cashew and palm oil. The company is a young company currently 
making in-roads in its designated business area.   For more information contact: 
hdfarms@gmail.com 

JANNEH CLEANING AND GENERAL SERVICES, is a business that specializes in 
providing cleaning and other related services to it customers. The company prized itself as vibrant 
business employing a robust and professional approach in the delivery of its services. For more 
information, contact: jaymangunners@hotmail.com 

 Source: [SLNBCC] 
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President Bio unveils Le100 Billion Enterprise Development Fund for struggling businesses 

 

President Julius Maada Bio of Sierra Leone yesterday announced a new Le100 Billion National 
Enterprise Development Fund, at a well-attended event in the northern town of Magburaka. 

The fund will support micro, small and medium-sized businesses that are struggling to gain access 
to finance for growth and expansion, which is desperately needed if the country is to address its 
massive youth employment and growing abject poverty. 

Speaking at the launch, President Bio said: “MSMEs that would struggle to get loans from 
commercial banks at those high market rates can now access financing at very low rates...the fund 
will empower MSMEs to get on the credit ladder and build a healthy credit history. A strong credit 
history will then make it easier for an MSME that wishes to expand its operations to access 
additional financing from the banking system and thus create more jobs and contribute to 
economic growth in the country. 

“For these reasons, I directed the Minister of Finance to pronounce Le100 Billion for the National 
Microcredit Scheme for 2021 to 2023 to support small and medium enterprises. I am here to fulfil 
that promise. Under the leadership of the Ministry of Finance and the Ministry of Trade and 
Industry, experts consulted stakeholders, businesses, commercial banks, and even Non-
Governmental Organizations, nationwide. We are therefore pleased today to launch the National 
Micro-Finance Programme, the MUNAFA Fund. 

“For the first three months of this 2021, Government is disbursing Le26.05 Billion to 11 financial 
service providers. These Financial Service Providers will then go on to lend money out to 4,100 
beneficiaries targeted in every district. The Financial Services Providers will implement the scheme 
in accordance with the Operations Manual.” 

We want to develop the private sector even more and various MDAs including the Ministry of 
Finance, the Ministry of Trade and Industry, the Bank of Sierra Leone, the National Revenue 
Authority, the Small and Medium Enterprises Agency (SMEDA), the Sierra Leone Local Content 
Agency (SLLCA), Private Sector stakeholders, and development partners will continue to 
collaborate in designing and implementing policies and programmes aimed at improving access to 

https://i1.wp.com/www.thesierraleonetelegraph.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/President-Bio-unveils-Le100-Billion-Enterprise-Development-Fund-for-struggling-businesses1-e1613226886846.jpeg?ssl=1


  

 

finance, the investment climate, and the entrepreneurial ecosystem in Sierra Leone. The president 
noted the following key characteristics of the initiative: 

1. The Service Providers were hired through a competitive process and they will cover all 
districts and the western area. 

2. The loans will be given out in groups of 5 or 10 and the loan size will initially be Le5 
million and Le10 million. If a person adheres to the rules, that amount will be increased to 
Le15 million and even Le20 or Le25 million as an incentive. 

3. This is not free money. This is money that we expect you to invest and payback. The 
difference is that, unlike the loans from Commercial banks, the interest rate is set below 
10%. This rate, we believe, will not pose a burden for people. 

4. Government will not be directly involved in managing this loan scheme. The Small and 
Medium Enterprises Development Agency (SMEDA) will play an oversight role in order 
to ensure that services are effectively delivered, and business development services are 
provided. 

5. We have also taken into consideration lessons learned from similar initiatives and we have 
decided to introduce an innovative governance structure with strict safeguards. 

President Bio’s launching of a Le100 Billion Enterprise Development Fund may seem like a drop 
in the ocean, but it is a start that should be applauded. More needs to be done to address the 
myriad of problems and barriers hindering the ability and capacity of businesses to grow, create 
jobs and wealth. 

All eyes are now on the implementation of this Enterprise Development Fund. Its success will be 
judged in 2023 by the number of businesses supported; the regional breakdown of those 
businesses supported; the gender breakdown of those businesses supported; the number of jobs 
created and the overall impact on the economy in general. 

Source:(https://www.thesierraleonetelegraph.com/president-bio-unveils-le100-billion-enterprise-

development-fund-for-struggling-businesses/) 
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Sierra Leone to get a new knowledge-based website for sustainable food security 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A new digital platform for rescuing indigenous and traditional knowledge of agriculture and food 
systems to promote sustainable food security in Sierra Leone, is being established by a team of 
researchers from Brunel University London, the Open University and the Science Technology and 
Facilities Council in the UK.  

Indigenous and traditional knowledge of agriculture and food systems, which drives food 
production, preservation and consumption for more than 80% of citizens in Sierra Leone, is at 
risk of extinction owing to urban migration, land grabbing, modern commercial farming, and the 
difficulty to capture and store this knowledge. 

According to the World Bank and FAO, indigenous and traditional knowledge of agriculture and 
food systems is innovative and unique among local and subsistent smallholder farmers in Africa, 
and it is central to sustainable food production and enhancing biodiversity and natural resources 
in many poor, rural societies. 

In Sierra Leone, traditional knowledge of agriculture and food systems held in different languages, 
cultures and skills has been passed down from generation to generation by word of mouth. 
However, the documentation and dissemination of the knowledge remain a big challenge 
confronting librarians and other information professionals in Sierra Leone. 

The lack of documentation, coupled with the threat from modern practices and continued absence 
of free access frameworks, greatly reduces the potential for social learning and minimizes the active 
role that the knowledge can play in food security today. 

A team of researchers from Brunel University London, the Open University and the Science 
Technology and Facilities Council from the UK are using citizen science, data science 
and Zooniverse methodology to pilot the first interactive digital platform for ethically collecting, 
preserving and sharing the Sierra Leone indigenous and traditional knowledge of agriculture and 
food systems. 

Headed by Dr Steven Sam and Dr Ximena Schmidt from Brunel University London, the team 
collaborates with the Jamjay Agricultural company Ltd and the Institute of Food Technology, 
Nutrition and Consumer Studies at Njala University to engage and generate useful data from 
smallholder farmers and other key stakeholders on existing and emerging practices embodied in 
the Sierra Leone indigenous and traditional food systems. 

https://www.zooniverse.org/


  

 

Learning from smallholder farmers’ perspectives, by exploring what they know and do can 
improve understanding of food production and consumption, particularly in times of stress or 
shocks affecting the food systems and communities. 

The data, which includes videos, images, audios and texts, will form the basis for co-developing 
the platform. The full version of the platform is anticipated to have a flexible web and mobile 
interface and backend database with features such as storing, sorting, managing, sharing and 
visualizing diverse data types of indigenous and traditional agriculture and food systems. 

The platform will provide a powerful way for amplifying smallholder farmers’ voice and integrating 
their knowledge and practices into modern agricultural efforts to achieve sustainable, healthy and 
nutritious food security. It will facilitate peer-to-peer learning by farmers to improve agricultural 
productivity, and nutritious awareness food education to promote healthy living in urban and rural 
communities. 

Importantly, it will enhance knowledge sharing between Sierra Leone and the UK on the 
intersectionality between indigenous and scientific knowledge of resilient food systems, which will 
be vital for future research and investments in sustainable modern agriculture and health food 
systems by the government, NGOs and organizations such as the FAO, IFAD and the World 
Bank in Sierra Leone.  

The pilot project is funded by the Science Technology Facilities Council through the Food 
Network+ (SFN) Collaborative Scoping Project funding. 

The team is seeking additional funding to scale up implementation in Africa, to enable knowledge 
sharing practices and experiences, as well as facilitating South-North learning. 

The long-term plan is to address policy, research and practice gaps in linking between indigenous 
and scientific knowledge for addressing food insecurity in Africa. 

For more on the project, visit Digital Platform for African Indigenous Knowledge 

Source:(https://www.thesierraleonetelegraph.com/sierra-leone-to-get-a-new-knowledge-based-

website-for-sustainable-food-security/) 
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THE EBOLA OUTBREAK IN GUINEA: WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW! 

On 14 of February 2021, the national health authorities in the republic of Guinea declared the outbreak 

of Ebola virus disease (EVD) in the rural area of Gouéké, Nzérékoré region. Guinea was one of the 

most affected countries alongside Sierra Leone and Liberia when there was an outbreak in 2013-16.  

During the West Africa EVD outbreak, there were over 28 000 cases, including around 11 000 deaths 

reported. The 2013-2016 outbreak started in Guinea, in the same area as the current outbreak, and then 

moved across land borders to result in major epidemics in Sierra Leone and Liberia, with several 

sporadic cases occurring in other countries. 

As of 18 February 2021, seven EVD cases (three confirmed and four probable) have been identified in 

the area of Gouéké, Nzérékoré region, Guinea. According to the World Health Organization (WHO) 

and the Ministry of Health of Guinea, the index case was a healthcare worker, Between 18 January and 

24 January 2021, the patient visited two healthcare facilities and a traditional practitioner while 

symptomatic; the patient died on 28 January 2021. Five family members who attended the funeral on 1 

February and the traditional practitioner the patient had visited showed Ebola-like symptoms such as 

diarrhoea, vomiting and bleeding. 

Five of the seven cases have died; the other two remaining cases (both confirmed cases) have been 

isolated in healthcare facilities in Nongo (Conakry prefecture) and in Gouéké (Nzérékoré prefecture). 

Unsafe burials occurred for two of the five reported deaths without any safety or protective measures 

to avoid transmission, although contact tracing was undertaken retrospectively.  

Samples of the confirmed cases have been sent to the Institut Pasteur in Senegal for full genome 

sequencing; preliminary results confirmed that these cases were infected with the Zaire species of the 

Ebolavirus genus, which was the species that was circulating in the 2013–2016 EVD outbreak. As of 

16 February 2021, 250 contacts have been identified, of which 243 have been traced, including contacts 

from two prefectures (Conakry and Nzérékoré).  

Guinea and neighbouring countries are tracking and testing suspected cases. Response measures have 

been initiated, and WHO is supporting Guinea to procure an EVD vaccine, as well as therapeutics, 

reagents and personal protective equipment. As the outbreak is located in an area close to national 

borders, WHO is also liaising with health authorities from Liberia and Sierra Leone to enhance 

surveillance activities in their bordering districts as well as strengthening their testing capacity. WHO 

is also in contact with Côte d’Ivoire, Mali, Senegal and other countries considered at risk in the sub-

region. 

 Multidisciplinary teams have been deployed to the field to actively search and provide care for cases, 

trace and follow up contacts, and sensitise communities regarding infection prevention and control. 

Planned and in-progress response measures include the initiation of a ring vaccination strategy and the 

vaccination of frontline workers, as well as strengthening the capacity of the Nzérékoré Ebola 

Treatment Centre. The following are what you need to know, to protect oneself from the EVD: 

• Avoid contact with symptomatic patients/their bodily fluids, and bodies and/or bodily fluids 

from deceased patients;  

• Avoid the consumption of bush meat and contact with wild animals, both alive and dead;  

• Wash and peel fruit and vegetables before consumption;  

• Wash hands regularly using soap or antiseptics;  

• Ensure safe sexual practices. 

Source:[https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/sites/default/files/documents/Ebola-virus-disease-outbreak-in-

Guinea-2021.pdf] 

 

https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/sites/default/files/documents/Ebola-virus-disease-outbreak-in-Guinea-2021.pdf
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/sites/default/files/documents/Ebola-virus-disease-outbreak-in-Guinea-2021.pdf


  

 

Procurement Notices 

 

Bid Summary: General Procurement Notice for Construction Contract Supervision and 
Defects Notification Period (Dnp) Performance Monitoring. 

Funded by:  Millennium Challenge Account (MCA) 

Bid deadline: 11 April 2021 

………………………………………………………… 

Bid Summary:  Request for Quotation for Lead Auditor Course for Iso9001 

Funded by:   United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) 

Bid deadline:  04 March 2021 

………………………………………………………… 

Bid Summary: General Procurement Notice for Digisilent For Egtc. 

Funded by: Millennium Challenge Account (MCA) 

Bid deadline: 04 March 2021 

………………………………………………………… 

Bid Summary: Request for Proposal for Supply of Clean Cook Stoves and Energy Efficient 

Solutions to Vulnerable Communities in Sierra Leone 

Funded by: ECOWAS Regional Centre for Renewable Energy, Western Africa 

Bid deadline: 16 November 2021 

 

 
For full/more procurement’s notices, visit: 
https://www.ungm.org/Public/Notice 

https://www.nppa.gov.sl/ 

https://www.sl.undp.org/content/sierraleone/en/home/procurement.htm 

https://www.biddetail.com/global-tenders/sierra-leone-tenders 
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How to Protect Yourself from covid-19 

Older adults and people who have severe underlying chronic medical conditions like heart or lung disease or 
diabetes seem to be at higher risk for developing more serious complications from COVID-19 illness. Please consult 
with your health care provider about additional steps you may be able to take to protect yourself.  

                                                                                
Clean your hands often                                                                      Cover Coughs and Sneezes 

• Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds especially after you have been in 
a public place, or after blowing your nose, coughing, or sneezing. 

• If soap and water are not readily available, use a hand sanitiser that contains at least 60% alcohol. 
Cover all surfaces of your hands and rub them together until they feel dry. 

• Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed hands. 

• Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue when you cough or sneeze or use the inside of your elbow. 

• Throw used tissues in the trash. 

• Immediately wash your hands with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. If soap and water are not 
readily available, clean your hands with a hand sanitiser that contains at least 60% alcohol. 

                                                                          
       Avoid close contact                                                                             Stay home if you’re sick 

• Stay home if you are sick, and only go out when you need to get medical care.  

• Avoid close contact with people who are sick 

• Put distance between yourself and other people if COVID-19 is spreading in your community. 
This is especially important for people who are at higher risk of getting very sick. 

 
 
                                                                        
 

     Wear a facemask if you are sick                                                                Clean and disinfect       

• If you are sick: You should wear a facemask when you are around other people (e.g., sharing a room 
or vehicle) and before you enter a healthcare provider’s office. If you are not able to wear a facemask 
(for example, because it causes trouble breathing), then you should do your best to cover your coughs 
and sneezes, and people who are caring for you should wear a facemask if they enter your room. 

• If you are NOT sick: You do not need to wear a facemask unless you are caring for someone who is 
sick (and they are not able to wear a facemask). Facemasks may be in short supply and they should be 
saved for caregivers. 

SOURCES: 
1. https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/.html 
2. http://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/misinformation_related_to_the_2019_coronavirus_pandemic 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/.html


  

 

 

 

 

COLOFON 

 

Credits 
 
This newsletter is written and edited by Kemurl Fofanah for the SLNBCC. All articles are 

written by SLNBCC staff, or shared from news sources with correct references. 

 

Feedback 
 
Do you have any comments, suggestions or remarks on this newsletter? Feel free to contact 

us at any time. Please send an email to ibnfofanah@gmail.com or binta@gnbcc.net. Also, 

we are looking for more press releases from our members. If you have anything you would 

like to share with our extensive network, our monthly newsletter provides the perfect 

platform to do so. 
 

Membership 
 
If you are interested in becoming an SLNBCC Member, please contact Binta Jalloh 

directly through binta@gnbcc.net or by calling +232(0)78381007. 

 

www.slnbcc.com 
 
www.facebook.com/slnbcc 

 

Thank you for reading our newsletter, the SLNBCC team: Binta Jalloh, Kemurl Fofanah,  

 

                                                                

mailto:binta@gnbcc.net

