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Sierra Leone Covid-19 Status, Jan 24th, 2021 
  

Confirmed cases: 3,139 

Recovery:  2,210  

Death: 77 

   
Source: https://mohs.gov.sl/  
  

DEAR READERS, 

We are excited to bring you this new year’s first newsletter. We hope it finds you in good 
health and spirits. Covid 19 is still in our midst and still deadly – therefore, we are 

encouraging everyone including the entire membership of SLNBCC to please be cautious 
and follow all the appropriate procedures. 
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SLNBCC call for interested candidates to apply for its upcoming training 

 

 

 

 

The Sierra Leone Netherlands Business and Culture Council (SLNBCC) in partnership with the 

Institute of Public Administration and Management (IPAM) — University of Sierra Leone (USL), 

calls for interested candidates to apply for its upcoming training which will focus on Business 

Management for SMEs. The five-day event is funded by The Netherlands Enterprise Agency. 

The training will be an intense exercise that will run from the 1st onto the 5th of March 2021. The 

course content includes key skill areas such as Financial Reporting & Book Keeping, Online 

Presence Management, Communication Strategy, Professional Pitching, Presentation, Access to 

Finance, Packaging and Design of Products, Branding, CRS, Import and Export requirements, 

etc. The cost of the training for each participant and all the logistics concerns will be taken care 

of by SLNBCC, and a certified short-course certificate will be issued to every participant by the 

Institute of Public Administration and Management (IPAM). 

To be eligible for the training, these are the requirements: 

• Register with SLNBCC (its free for all SLNBCC members) 

• To participate as non-member SLL 1,500,000  

• Be a registered SMEs in Sierra Leone 

• Operates mainly in the Agriculture, WASH and Health Sectors. 

The training is free for all currently registered SLNBCC members all you have to do is 

contact us to sign up for the training. Nonetheless, we would like to inform all that space is 

limited hence, we are encouraging every interested candidate to sign up/register for the training 

not later than  19th Feb 2021. 

For further details or to register/sign up for the training, contact SLNBCC at:     

binta@gnbcc.net/ +232 78 381007 

ibnfofanah@gmail.com  / +232 88 865054 

mailto:binta@gnbcc.net/
mailto:ibnfofanah@gmail.com


  

 

Africa’s free trade area opens for business! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The new market, created under the African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA) agreement is 
estimated to be as large as 1.3 billion people across Africa, with a combined gross domestic product 
(GDP) of $3.4 trillion. This has a potential of lifting to 30 million Africans out of extreme poverty, 
according to the World Bank. 

“This is not just a trade agreement, this is our hope for Africa to be lifted from poverty,” said 
Wamkele Mene, the Secretary-General of the AfCFTA Secretariat, at the virtual launch event. It 
is also expected to boost intra-African trade, promote industrialization, create jobs, and improve 
the competitiveness of African industries on the global stage. 

The pact will also empower women by improving their access to trade opportunities. Women 
make up the largest share of informal traders, representing 70 per cent to 80 per cent in some 
countries. “Today is a historic day for Africa. In 1963 the founders of the Organization of African 
Unity had a vision of creating an Africa common market. The start of trading under the Africa 
continental free trade area today is an operational start towards the Africa common market. It has 
been a long journey of focus, determination and resilience,” said Moussa Faki Mahamat, the 
Chairperson of the African Union Commission, at the launch.  

He added that the common market brings real hope for inclusive and sustainable industrialization 
across Africa. However, for a smooth rollout, countries have to agree on some of the remaining 
issues such as the Rules of Origin, which are a key element in international trade as they are the 
cornerstone of preferential trade arrangement such as AfCFTA. 

 
The World Trade Organisation (WTO) defines Rules of Origin as “the criteria used to define 
where a product was made” and are important for implementing other trade policy measures, 
including trade preferences (preferential rules of origin), quotas, anti-dumping measures and 
countervailing duties (non-preferential rules of origin). Duty and restrictions in several cases 
depend on the source of imports. Countries that have ratified the AfCFTA agreement appeared 
to have agreed on the Rules of Origin on over 81 per cent of tariff lines. 

As of today, Africa is in a position to start trading on over 81 per cent of products on preferential 
terms. These goods form part of the initial trading, while negotiations on the remaining 20 per 
cent are ongoing and are expected to be concluded by July 2021, according to Mr Faki. But even 



  

 

as trading formally starts, the road to full implementation remains long. “It’s going to take us a 
very long time,” Mr Mene 

“If you don’t have the roads if you don’t have the right equipment for customs authorities at the 

border to facilitate the fast and efficient transit of goods… if you don’t have the infrastructure, 
both hard and soft, it reduces the meaningfulness of this agreement,” Mr Mene told the Financial 
Times, before the launch. 

Still, the promises of a free trade area are “transformative”. 

The formal start of trading was given the official go-ahead at an extraordinary meeting in 
December 2020 where AU member states called on “women, youth, businesses, trade unions, civil 
society, cross border traders, the academia, the African Diaspora and other stakeholders to join 
them as governments in this historic endeavour of creating the “Africa We Want” in line with the 
Agenda 2063. 

The summit gave the official go-ahead for formal trade to start on the first day of the new year. 
Over the years, the regional economic community such as EAC, the ECOWAS and the SADC 
have tried to achieve these economic goals. The AfCFTA is set to bring these efforts together. 

It was in 2012 that AU member States formally agreed to usher in a continental free trade zone 
and gave themselves 5 years to achieve the goal. But it was only in February 2016, within a year of 
the initial deadline, that negotiation started in earnest. 

Two years later in March 2018 in Kigali, Rwanda, the treaty was signed by 44 countries. So far, 36 
countries have ratified the treaty as of 4 December 2020 (see table). It entered into force on 30 
May 2019 and trading started on 1st January 2021. Was it not for the COVID-19 pandemic, the 
free trading zone would have started six months earlier in July-2020. It took just under 5 years 
from negotiations to implementation. Just about the same number of years that was initially 
envisioned in 2012. 

 

Source: [https://www.un.org/africarenewal/magazine/january-2021/afcfta-africa-now-open-business] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.un.org/africarenewal/magazine/january-2021/afcfta-africa-now-open-business


  

 

A big boost for Sierra Leone’s farming and agricultural capability 

The government of Sierra Leone has imported 2,410 agricultural equipment and 410 tractors for 
the 2021 national planting season. Last Thursday, President Bio visited the Ministry of 
Agriculture’s Central Storage facility in Kissy, east of the capital Freetown, where he inspected the 
range of machinery and equipment that could give hope to thousands of farmers across the country 
if distributed equitably and rationally. 

In the 2018 New Direction Manifesto of the SLPP, the President emphasised that the overall goal 
of his government’s agriculture policy is to sustain and diversify the production of food, increase 
investment in agriculture, develop and implement mechanised commercial farming to transform 
the traditional subsistence agricultural sector. 

At the inspection, President Bio said his visit was to show that his government is serious about 
improving the agricultural sector and providing the enabling environment for farmers to exhibit 
and discover their true potentials. 

“There has been constant grumbling about the lack of mechanisation in farming over the years. 
With these machines, it is now left with us as a country to effectively utilise them to increase 
agricultural productivity for the years ahead,” he noted. 

The Acting Minister of Agriculture, Forestry and Food Security, Dr Abubakar Karim, said that all 
the 410 tractors and 2,410 farming equipment will be distributed across the country by next week, 
to ensure that farmers are ready for the 2021 planting season. 

Source: [https://www.thesierraleonetelegraph.com/a-big-boost-for-sierra-leones-farming-and-

agricultural-capability/] 

 

 

 

 

https://www.thesierraleonetelegraph.com/a-big-boost-for-sierra-leones-farming-and-agricultural-capability/
https://www.thesierraleonetelegraph.com/a-big-boost-for-sierra-leones-farming-and-agricultural-capability/
https://i1.wp.com/www.thesierraleonetelegraph.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/President-Bio-inspects-Agricultural-Machinery-2.jpeg?ssl=1


  

 

Global economy to expand by 4% in 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The global economy is expected to expand 4% in 2021, assuming an initial COVID-19 vaccine 
rollout becomes widespread throughout the year. A recovery, however, will likely be subdued, 
unless policymakers move decisively to tame the pandemic and implement investment-enhancing 

reforms, the World Bank says in its January 2021 Global Economic Prospects. 

Although the global economy is growing again after a 4.3% contraction in 2020, the pandemic has 
caused a heavy toll of deaths and illness, plunged millions into poverty, and may depress economic 
activity and incomes for a prolonged period. Top near-term policy priorities are controlling the 
spread of COVID-19 and ensuring rapid and widespread vaccine deployment. To support 
economic recovery, authorities also need to facilitate a re-investment cycle aimed at sustainable 
growth that is less dependent on government debt. 

“While the global economy appears to have entered a subdued recovery, policymakers face 
formidable challenges—in public health, debt management, budget policies, central 
banking and structural reforms—as they try to ensure that this still-fragile global recovery 
gains traction and sets a foundation for robust growth,” said World Bank Group President 

David Malpass. “To overcome the impacts of the pandemic and counter the investment 
headwind, there needs to be a major push to improve business environments, increase 
labour and product market flexibility, and strengthen transparency and governance.” 

The collapse in global economic activity in 2020 is estimated to have been slightly less severe than 
previously projected, mainly due to shallower contractions in advanced economies and a more 
robust recovery in China. In contrast, disruptions to activity in the majority of other emerging 

market and developing economies were more acute than expected. 

“Financial fragilities in many of these countries, as the growth shock impacts vulnerable 
household and business balance sheets, will also need to be addressed,” Vice President and 

World Bank Group Chief Economist Carmen Reinhart said. 

The near-term outlook remains highly uncertain, and different growth outcomes are still possible, 
as a section of the report details. A downside scenario in which infections continue to rise and the 
rollout of a vaccine is delayed could limit the global expansion to 1.6% in 2021. Meanwhile, in an 
upside scenario with successful pandemic control and a faster vaccination process, global growth 
could accelerate to nearly 5%. 



  

 

In advanced economies, a nascent rebound stalled in the third quarter following a resurgence of 
infections, pointing to a slow and challenging recovery. U.S. GDP is forecast to expand by 3.5% 
in 2021, after an estimated 3.6% contraction in 2020. In the euro area, the output is anticipated to 
grow 3.6% this year, following a 7.4% decline in 2020. Activity in Japan, which shrank by 5.3% in 
the year just ended, is forecast to grow by 2.5% in 2021. 

Aggregate GDP in emerging market and developing economies, including China, is expected to 
grow 5% in 2021, after a contraction of 2.6% in 2020. China’s economy is expected to expand by 
7.9% this year following 2% growth last year. Excluding China, the emerging market and 
developing economies are forecast to expand by 3.4% in 2021 after a contraction of 5% in 2020. 
Among low-income economies, activity is projected to increase by 3.3% in 2021, after a 
contraction of 0.9% in 2020. 

Analytical sections of the latest Global Economic Prospects report examining how the pandemic 
has amplified risks around debt accumulation; how it could hold back growth over the long term 
absent concerted reform efforts; and what risks are associated with the use of asset purchase 
programs as a monetary policy tool in emerging market and developing economies. 

“The pandemic has greatly exacerbated debt risks in emerging market and developing 
economies; weak growth prospects will likely further increase debt burdens and erode 
borrowers’ ability to service debt,” World Bank Acting Vice President for Equitable Growth 

and Financial Institutions Ayhan Kose said. “The global community needs to act rapidly and 
forcefully to make sure the recent debt accumulation does not end with a string of debt 
crises. The developing world cannot afford another lost decade.” 

As severe crises did in the past, the pandemic is expected to leave long-lasting adverse effects on 
global activity. It is likely to worsen the slowdown in global growth projected over the next decade 
due to underinvestment, underemployment, and labour force declines in many advanced 
economies. If history is any guide, the global economy is heading for a decade of growth 
disappointments unless policymakers put in place comprehensive reforms to improve the 
fundamental drivers of equitable and sustainable economic growth. 

Policymakers need to continue to sustain the recovery, gradually shifting from income support to 
growth-enhancing policies. In the longer run, in emerging market and developing economies, 
policies to improve health and education services, digital infrastructure, climate resilience, and 
business and governance practices will help mitigate the economic damage caused by the 
pandemic, reduce poverty and advance shared prosperity. In the context of weak fiscal positions 
and elevated debt, institutional reforms to spur organic growth are particularly important. In the 
past, the growth dividends from reform efforts were recognized by investors in upgrades to their 
long-term growth expectations and increased investment flows. 

Central banks in some emerging market and developing economies have employed asset purchase 
programs in response to pandemic-induced financial market pressures, in many cases for the first 
time. When targeted to market failures, these programs appear to have helped stabilize financial 
markets during the initial stages of the crisis. 

However, in economies where asset purchases continue to expand and are perceived to finance 
fiscal deficits, these programs may erode central bank operational independence, risk currency 
weakness that de-anchors inflation expectations, and increase worries about debt sustainability. 

Source: [https://www.thesierraleonetelegraph.com/global-economy-to-expand-by-4-in-2021/ 

https://www.thesierraleonetelegraph.com/global-economy-to-expand-by-4-in-2021/


  

 

A new set of Covid- 19 restrictions announced by the government of Sierra Leone 

 

Sierra Leone is in the 43rd week of the Coronavirus outbreak and lately, there has been a rise in 
the number of cases. In the third week of January 2021, the country recorded over 100 new cases 
which were the highest in a long while. To combat the emergence of a second, the government of 
Sierra Leone through the agency responsible for managing its Covid-19 response strategy – 
NACOVERC, announce the commencement of new sets of restrictions effective Monday 25th 
January 2021.  

The new restrictions include:  

1. Restricted movement in and out of Western Area. During this period community testing will be 
conducted. 

2. Night-time curfew will be reintroduced nationwide from 10 pm to 5 am. 

3. An electronic pass system(E-pass) will be used to regulate all essential movements 

4. All essential movement of persons from the Western Area will require proof of a negative 
COVID-19 test valid for 72 hours. 

5. Restaurants and bars shall not operate during weekends, and clubs remain banned. 

6. Places of worship shall hold services for not more than one and a half hours (90 minutes). 
Where more than one service may be conducted, there shall be thorough infection prevention and 
control (IPC) cleaning at intervals. 

7. All sporting activities can only be conducted without spectators. 

8. Mandatory wearing of face masks in public premises and public transportation will be fully 
enforced and defaulters will be penalized. 

9. All public meetings including activities of Ministries, Departments and Agencies, shall be 
prefaced with COVID-19 prevention messages and compliance. All non-state actors are required 
to do likewise. 

 



  

 

Procurement Notices 

 

Bid Summary: General Procurement Notice for Procurement of Goods & Procurement of 
Non-Consultancy 

Funded by:  Millennium Challenge Account (MCA) 

Bid deadline: 27 February 2021 

………………………………………………………… 

Bid Summary:  General Procurement Notice for Gvwc Operations and Maintenance Tools. 

Funded by:   Millennium Challenge Account (MCA) 

Bid deadline:  28 February 2021 

………………………………………………………… 

Bid Summary: General Procurement Notice for Digisilent For Egtc. 

Funded by: Millennium Challenge Account (MCA) 

Bid deadline: 28 February 2021 

………………………………………………………… 

Bid Summary: Tenders are invited for Procurement of Laboratory Items 

Funded by: Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) 

Bid deadline: 04 Feb 2021 

 

 
For full/more procurement’s notices, visit: 
https://www.ungm.org/Public/Notice 

https://www.nppa.gov.sl/ 

https://www.sl.undp.org/content/sierraleone/en/home/procurement.htm 

https://www.biddetail.com/global-tenders/sierra-leone-tenders 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

https://www.ungm.org/Public/Notice
https://www.nppa.gov.sl/
https://www.sl.undp.org/content/sierraleone/en/home/procurement.htm
https://www.biddetail.com/global-tenders/sierra-leone-tenders


  

 

How to Protect Yourself from covid-19 

Older adults and people who have severe underlying chronic medical conditions like heart or lung disease or 
diabetes seem to be at higher risk for developing more serious complications from COVID-19 illness. Please consult 
with your health care provider about additional steps you may be able to take to protect yourself.  

                                                                                
Clean your hands often                                                                      Cover Coughs and Sneezes 

• Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds especially after you have been in 
a public place, or after blowing your nose, coughing, or sneezing. 

• If soap and water are not readily available, use a hand sanitiser that contains at least 60% alcohol. 
Cover all surfaces of your hands and rub them together until they feel dry. 

• Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed hands. 

• Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue when you cough or sneeze or use the inside of your elbow. 

• Throw used tissues in the trash. 

• Immediately wash your hands with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. If soap and water are not 
readily available, clean your hands with a hand sanitiser that contains at least 60% alcohol. 

                                                                          
       Avoid close contact                                                                             Stay home if you’re sick 

• Stay home if you are sick, and only go out when you need to get medical care.  

• Avoid close contact with people who are sick 

• Put distance between yourself and other people if COVID-19 is spreading in your community. 
This is especially important for people who are at higher risk of getting very sick. 

 
 
                                                                        
 

     Wear a facemask if you are sick                                                                Clean and disinfect       

• If you are sick: You should wear a facemask when you are around other people (e.g., sharing a room 
or vehicle) and before you enter a healthcare provider’s office. If you are not able to wear a facemask 
(for example, because it causes trouble breathing), then you should do your best to cover your coughs 
and sneezes, and people who are caring for you should wear a facemask if they enter your room. 

• If you are NOT sick: You do not need to wear a facemask unless you are caring for someone who is 
sick (and they are not able to wear a facemask). Facemasks may be in short supply and they should be 
saved for caregivers. 

SOURCES: 
1. https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/.html 
2. http://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/misinformation_related_to_the_2019_coronavirus_pandemic 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/.html


  

 

 

 

 

COLOFON 

 

Credits 
 
This newsletter is written and edited by Kemurl Fofanah for the SLNBCC. All articles are 

written by SLNBCC staff, or shared from news sources with correct references. 

 

Feedback 
 
Do you have any comments, suggestions or remarks on this newsletter? Feel free to contact 

us at any time. Please send an email to memunabayoh@gmail.com or binta@gnbcc.net. 

Also, we are looking for more press releases from our members. If you have anything you 

would like to share with our extensive network, our monthly newsletter provides the perfect 

platform to do so. 
 

Membership 
 
If you are interested in becoming an SLNBCC Member, please contact Binta Jalloh 

directly through binta@gnbcc.net or by calling +232(0)78381007. 

 

www.slnbcc.com 
 
www.facebook.com/slnbcc 

 

Thank you for reading our newsletter, the SLNBCC team: Binta Jalloh, Kemurl Fofanah, 

and Memuna Bayoh 

 

                                                                

mailto:binta@gnbcc.net

