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DEAR READERS, 

“Hope is being able to see that there is light despite all of the darkness.”( Desmond 

Tutu). As things are starting to go back to normalcy, encourage the membership of 

SLNBCC and everyone else to heed the necessary precautions and to follow the 

appropriate procedures that will help prevent us from this disease. It is not yet 

over and thus; we have to be safe and remain safe. 
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ECOWAS Ministers Validate Reports on Ease of Business and Coronavirus Control 

 
 
Abuja, 12th June, 2020. A virtual meeting of the ECOWAS coordinating committee of Ministers 
for transport, logistics, free movement and trade, set up within the framework of the fight against 
the coronavirus (COVID-19) held on the 12th of June 2020. 
 
Among others, the Ministers deliberated on the harmonisation of measures to facilitate the 
opening of trade and transport corridors for equipment, medical supplies and humanitarian 
personnel involved in the fight against COVID-19, the flow of essential goods and associated 
workers; as well as modalities for the implementation of the emerging Action. 
 
Setting the tone for the meeting, the President of the ECOWAS Commission, H.E Jean-Claude 
Kassi Brou maintained that the occurrence of the COVID 19 pandemic has forced ECOWAS 
Member States to put in place drastic barrier measures (physical distancing, quarantine, closure of 
schools, shops and places of worship as well as the total or partial ban on public transport in urban 
areas). 
 
This situation, he however noted, has had a negative impact on the economies of ECOWAS 
Member States and by ricochet, on the transport sector, trade and intra-community exchanges. 
The region, President Brou continued, much like others in the global community, has not been 
spared by the spread of COVID-19. He added: “The situation of the pandemic as at 8th of June 
2020 (at 16:020) is as follows: 41,934 confirmed cases, 829 deaths, 19,181 cured and 21,924 under 
treatment”. He lamented that virtually all sectors of the socio-economic life have been affected 
with the slowdown of economic activities, job loss, income and revenue flight, rising costs, etc. 
 
President Brou also took note of the participation of representatives of the West African 
Economic and Monetary Union (WAEMU) Commission as something reflective of the willingness 
for productive synergy with the ECOWAS Commission in order to have a coordinated and 
successful implementation of policies, projects and programmes common to the two 
organizations, which he maintained, “share the same physical space, also a common desire to live 
together and an aspiration for peace and development” 
 



  

 

President Brou enthused that the results of their work, apart from contributing to reviving the 
transport, logistics, trade and free movement sectors, will also play a key role in the economic and 
social development of countries in the region. 
The Chairman of the Council of Ministers of Transport, Logistics, Free Movement and Trade and 
Minister of Aviation of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, Mr Hadi Sirika who represented H E 
Muhammadu Buhari, President of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, and Champion for 
coordinating the response to COVID-19 in the region, made commitments towards ensuring that 
the guidelines for ease of trade and services throughout the pandemic period are set out and 
adhered to. 
 
Apart from the presentation and adoption of the outcome and validation of the reports of the 
preceding experts meeting on the matter which held on the 12th of June 2020, a regional COVID-
19 epidemiological situation was presented by the Director-General, West African Health 
Organization (WAHO) professor Stanley Okolo. 
 
The WAHO boss ruminated on all actions taken since the pandemic was declared an emergency 
public health concern, painted the current picture with the latest statistics from a causative, spread, 
containment and projections for the future. 
He submitted that there was a high need for the utilisation of data, the strengthening of surveillance 
infrastructure around the 3,000 points of entry to West Africa, robust communication and 
information sharing, (with technology aiding communication), as well as an upgrade of risk 
communication especially now that the ECOWAS Member States are in the community 
transmission period. 
 
The ministerial committee is expected to propose recommendations to the ECOWAS Champion 
of the fight against COVID- 19, to curb the spread of the virus while preparing for a gradual and 
coordinated opening of the land, maritime and air borders of the region. 
 
 
 
Source: [https://www.ecowas.int/] 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 



  

 

Lungi international airport may not reopen anytime soon despite pressure 
on the government 

 

As fears grow, over the devastating impact the coronavirus pandemic is having on the economy 
of Sierra Leone, especially its tourism sector, there are calls for the country’s airport to be reopened 
next month. But the government is not convinced about such arguments, citing the huge public 
health risks. 

Last week, the Director-General of the Sierra Leone Civil Aviation Authority Moses Tiffa Baio 
presented a case to the country’s National COVID-19 Emergency Response Centre 
(NaCOVERC) calling for the reopening of Sierra Leone’s airspace for commercial flight 
operations. While commending the Government of Sierra Leone on its admirable response so far 
in the fight against the COVID-19 outbreak, he noted that the aviation industry is facing the 
biggest challenge of its history. 

The Director-General spoke about the huge economic impact caused by the pandemic. He said 
that before the suspension of scheduled flights, aviation was contributing greatly to government 
revenue, and was also contributing to the economic livelihood of those working in several sectors 
in the industry. 

“The SLCAA being a member of the Global Network of the Aviation Industry has held a series 
of consultative engagement meetings on the need to reopen the airport to schedule flights. The 
International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO), through the Council Aviation Recovery Task 
Force (CART), has resolved to partner with its Member States, international and regional 
organizations, and industry general to address these challenges and provide global guidance for a 
safe, secure and sustainable restart and recovery of the aviation sector,” DG Baio said. 

He added: “The aviation community is ready for and fully committed to a safe restart, but we need 
all relevant authorities to act so operations can be resumed. To cope with the challenges the 
COVID-19 pandemic poses to travel, IATA proposed a road map for restarting aviation, aimed 



  

 

at providing the confidence that governments are looking for to enable the lifting of travel 
restriction and border controls while restoring the trust that travellers need to return to flying.” 

Drawing the attention of NaCOVERC to neighbouring countries (Liberia and Guinea) that are on 
the verge of reopening their airspace to schedule flights, he stated that it would make Sierra Leone’s 
fight against COVID-19 cumbersome as a result of porous borders and other security concerns. 

He concluded by noting the public health and safety measures the industry is putting in place for 
resumption of flights. “We have had a joint inspection session of hotel facilities, airport clinic, sea 
transportation, the Emergency Operations Centre (EOC) with the Sierra Leone Airport Authority, 
and Tourist Board. SECURIPORT are currently setting up E-gate to maintain social distancing; 
we have ongoing discussions with the International Organization for Migration (IOM) to provide 
Temperature Measurement and Disinfectant Channel, which can be used for both Cargo and 
Passenger movement to minimize human contact and also contactless (censored) hand sanitizers,” 
he said. 

In response to the Director’s appeal, Interim National Coordinator of NaCOVERC, Brig Rtd 
Kellie Hassan Conteh said the focus of NaCOVERC was centred on how much they could control 
the pandemic, stating further that Sierra Leone should be prepared for a possible public health risk 
should the industry be in haste to reopen the airport. 

“NaCOVERC is not in a rush to advise on the reopening of the airport. We will be informed by 
the pandemic itself. Should NaCOVERC decide to advise the government on its reopening, all 
questions asked by the SLCAA will be looked into,” he said. 

The Director of Health Emergency and Security, Dr Mohamed Vandi said he was impressed with 
the measures the SLCAA has intended to put in place to reduce the human interface, adding 
further that SLCAA had addressed all the necessary questions they had intended to ask. 

However, he maintained that NaCOVERC would prefer to conduct mainly test on arrival because 
there was no blanket approach to COVID-19 related testing. “What we are currently doing is 
passive surveillance which involves testing people from quarantine centres and tracing primary 
contacts. We want to start conducting active case search after that we will advise on the resumption 
of flight operations. This will include testing every staff at the airport, including SLCAA and other 
service providing agencies operating within the industry before the reopening of the airport,” he 
said. 

Source: [Sierra Leone Telegraph:  https://www.thesierraleonetelegraph.com/lungi-international-

airport-may-not-reopen-anytime-soon-despite-pressure-on-government/] 

 

 

 



  

 

Solidaridad virtually trains 250 community extension officers in Sierra Leone 

 

Solidaridad has trained 250 community extension officers to provide quality 
extension services to 21,600 cocoa, cashew and coffee farmers in Sierra Leone 
through a partly virtual and physical classroom approach. 

The two-week training, which was offered via the Google Hangouts platform, 
focused on good nursery practices, transplanting of cocoa and cashew seedlings, and 
intercropping cash crops with food crops to help bridge the food insecurity gap. 

To adhere to the physical distancing protocol and guarantee the safety of the 
participants, the classrooms were set up in nine different locations across 12 districts, 
bringing together an average of 28 participants in each centre. The centres were 
equipped with giant screens, Bluetooth speakers, fast internet connectivity, and 
adequate fuel to power generator sets. 

Using the Google Hangouts platform, Solidaridad agronomists facilitated the 
training from Ghana and Liberia, with support from a cashew consultant who 
facilitated from Freetown and supervised by local agronomists in all nine training 
centres.  

“Providing extension support services to vulnerable farmers and their communities 
have become necessary during this pandemic to ensure farming activities do not stall, 
hence the use of digital tools by Solidaridad. By this, we will continue to provide 



  

 

critical information to personnel in direct contact with farmers,” says Nicholas 
Jengre, country representative for Solidaridad in Sierra Leone. 

The 250 participants were trained on nursery establishment and management, field 
transplanting and management of established plantations, integrated crop and pest 
management and climate-smart practices for cocoa, coffee and cashew as part of the 
first module of the training. 

The second module, which focuses on harvesting, post-harvest management, quality 
enhancement and marketing of cocoa, coffee and cashew, will be conducted in 
September 2020 as the final phase before graduation of participants.   

The trainees who are now equipped with the requisite knowledge and skills have 
been tasked to establish Farmer Field Schools and carry out frontline extension 
services to support farmers, to augment Sierra Leone’s ministry of agriculture’s 
extension services. 

“The Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry does not have the adequate human 
capacity to provide extension services to smallholder farmers in the country. We are, 
therefore, happy that Solidaridad has trained personnel who will equip farmers in 
dire need of extension services with new knowledge. This will certainly enhance the 
production of quality cash crops to increase our foreign exchange earnings,” says 
Samking Braima, deputy minister for agriculture and forestry. 

Speaking at the closing ceremony of the two-week training, Samking says Solidaridad 
continues to play a critical role in the government’s vision of making the agriculture 
sector the ‘engine’ to drive the country’s socio-economic growth and development. 
He, therefore, encouraged the participants to utilize the knowledge gained over the 
period to transform the cocoa, cashew and coffee landscape in Sierra Leone. 

As part of the training, the participants went on a mandatory field visit to have 
hands-on technical training in the field. 

“The practical sessions were great; what I was taught virtually, I was able to see it 
implemented in the field. We have over 1,500 women farmers in my community, 
and I now have to pass on to them what Solidaridad has taught us. I believe this 
would improve our yield,” says Mimi Pabai, a farmer and a leader of a women’s 
farmer group. 

Participants were drawn from 12 districts where Solidaridad is implementing the 
Cocoa Rehabilitation and Intensification Programme (CORIP), funded by the 



  

 

Embassy of the Kingdom of the Netherlands in Accra, Ghana and the Boosting 
Agriculture and Food Security (BAFS) project, funded by the European Union in 
Sierra Leone. 

Aside from the training, Solidaridad has been supporting the government to step up 
public awareness of COVID-19. In partnership with the Ministry of Health and 
Sanitation, through its District Health Management Teams, Solidaridad has 
supported the production of relevant information, education, and communication 
materials for dissemination to over 20,000 farmers in 300 local communities along 
with COVID-19 radio jingles in the country. 

 
Source [Solidaridad: http://www.solidaridadnetwork.org] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

Procurement Notices 

 

Bid Summary: General Procurement Notice for Sierra Leone Agribusiness and Rice Value 

Chain Support 

Funded by:  African Development Bank 

Bid deadline: 09 September 2020 

………………………………………………………… 

Bid Summary:  General Procurement Notice for Sierra Leone Threshold Program 

Funded by:   Millennium Challenge Account (MCA) 

Bid deadline:  October 15, 2020 

………………………………………………………… 

Bid Summary: General Procurement Notice for Contracts for Goods, Works and Services 

Financed 

Funded by: Millennium Challenge Account (MCA) 

Bid deadline: 18 July 2020 

………………………………………………………… 

 

 
For full/more procurement’s notices, visit: 
https://www.ungm.org/Public/Notice 

http://www.biddetail.com/sierra%20leone 

https://www.nppa.gov.sl/ 

https://www.sl.undp.org/content/sierraleone/en/home/procurement.htm 
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How to Protect Yourself from covid19 

Older adults and people who have severe underlying chronic medical conditions like heart or lung disease or 
diabetes seem to be at higher risk for developing more serious complications from COVID-19 illness. Please consult 
with your health care provider about additional steps you may be able to take to protect yourself.  

                                                                                
Clean your hands often                                                                      Cover Coughs and Sneezes 

• Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds especially after you have been in 
a public place, or after blowing your nose, coughing, or sneezing. 

• If soap and water are not readily available, use a hand sanitizer that contains at least 60% alcohol. 
Cover all surfaces of your hands and rub them together until they feel dry. 

• Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed hands. 

• Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue when you cough or sneeze or use the inside of your elbow. 

• Throw used tissues in the trash. 

• Immediately wash your hands with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. If soap and water are not 
readily available, clean your hands with a hand sanitizer that contains at least 60% alcohol. 

                                                                          
       Avoid close contact                                                                             Stay home if you’re sick 

• Stay home if you are sick, and only go out when you need to get medical care.  

• Avoid close contact with people who are sick 

• Put distance between yourself and other people if COVID-19 is spreading in your community. 
This is especially important for people who are at higher risk of getting very sick. 

 
 
                                                                        
Wear a facemask if you are sick                            Clean and disinfect       

• If you are sick: You should wear a facemask when you are around other people (e.g., sharing a room 
or vehicle) and before you enter a healthcare provider’s office. If you are not able to wear a facemask 
(for example, because it causes trouble breathing), then you should do your best to cover your coughs 
and sneezes, and people who are caring for you should wear a facemask if they enter your room. 

• If you are NOT sick: You do not need to wear a facemask unless you are caring for someone who is 
sick (and they are not able to wear a facemask). Facemasks may be in short supply and they should be 
saved for caregivers. 

SOURCES: 
1. https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/.html 
2. http://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/misinformation_related_to_the_2019_coronavirus_pandemic 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/.html


  

 

 

 

 

COLOFON 

 

Credits 
 
This newsletter is written and edited by Kemurl Fofanah for the SLNBCC. All articles are 

written by SLNBCC staff, or shared from news sources with correct references. 

 

Feedback 
 
Do you have any comments, suggestions or remarks on this newsletter? Feel free to contact 

us at any time. Please send an email to memunabayoh@gmail.com or binta@gnbcc.net. 

Also, we are looking for more press releases from our members. If you have anything you 

would like to share with our extensive network, our monthly newsletter provides the perfect 

platform to do so. 
 

Membership 
 
If you are interested in becoming an SLNBCC Member, please contact Binta Jalloh 

directly through binta@gnbcc.net or by calling +232(0)78381007. 

 

www.slnbcc.com 
 
www.facebook.com/slnbcc 

 

Thank you for reading our newsletter, the SLNBCC team: Binta Jalloh, Kemurl Fofanah, 

and Memuna Bayoh 

 

                                                                

mailto:binta@gnbcc.net

