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DEAR READERS, 

In these surreal moments of trials, we encourage you to heed the necessary 

precautions and procedures that will help prevent you and everyone from this 

disease that is troubling the world. Once we adopt the spirit of love, care, and 

brotherhood, we shall surely win the fight against the virus. In this March 

Newsletter edition, you shall find relevant business updates, news, and 

opportunities. 
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Twelve Entrepreneurs Graduated from Cordaid Sierra Leone's Resilient Business 
Development Service (RBDS) Program 

 
 
The entrepreneurs accomplished the nine months RBDS program after completing a series of value-added 
training and professional skills, structures and system building activities. These newly graduated cohorts are 
the fourth batch facilitated by Cordaid. They consist of various Small and Medium Size Enterprises 
operating in the different sectors of Sierra Leone. The program was delivered by the Cordaid Enterprise 
Academy. 
 
Cordaid Sierra Leone has been in operation in the country since the early 90s the NGO is currently involved 
in designing and implementing programs that include youth sexual and reproductive health, disaster risk 
reduction and private sector development. The organization supports the private sector with resilience 
business development services and programs that improve access to finance. They also provide adolescent 
sexual and reproductive health care services through their teenage pregnancy reduction program. Their 
resilience unit assists vulnerable people and communities to become more resilient to disasters. 
 
The Resilient Business Development Services (RBDS) program started early February 2019, after a series 
of successive adverts sessions and a 6 weeks campaign, to search for the most ambitious entrepreneurs 
attempting to expand their business initiative. The RBDS program is meant to enable the private sector to 
develop a strategy that will identify, and capacitate highly motivated and skilled entrepreneurs who operate 
in prioritized sectors that are vital for social and economic development: Mohamed Wurie, the Private 
Sector Development Manager, mentioned.  
 
The RBDS program which has had three successful graduates that have gone on to do well in their diverse 
sectors features crucial activities such as Business Training, Business Coaching services for all SME owners, 
Peer to Peer Learning, Ecosystem Events, Technical advisory services from consultants on setting up plans 
and frameworks in management and other essential activities. Mr. Ralford Rollings-Bull the owner of SL 
Advert; in explaining how the program has benefited him cited that, “he was careless about record-keeping 
but now, he's more vigilant and he has been made aware of how he should go about developing his 
business.” The fourth RBDS program is the most advanced so far, several of the cohorts were sponsored 
to travel to different parts of the content to meet similar businesses that are more successful and were 
taught the secrets of their successes and trials.  
 
“Cordaid Sierra Leone is committed to this initiative,” Mr. Mohamed Sesay, country director of Cordaid 
Sierra Leone and Liberia said. He went further to state that “the program provides access to networks of 
potential investors and funders and develop knowledge to improve entrepreneurial skills, business 
performance and practices in line with best practices to foster innovation and competitiveness. And as 
such, the organization will continue the RBDS program.”  

 
By Kemurl Fofanah [SLNBCC] (additional source: www.cordaid.org/en/countries/sierra-leone/) 



  

 

Coronavirus disease 2019 (covid 19): How it impacts the economic lifeline of sierra 
Leone 

 
 

The outbreak of a new strain of the coronavirus (coronavirus disease 2019, Covid 19) in Wuhan, Hubei 
province of China has somewhat had a rippled effect on businesses all over the world. The stock markets 
in the major economies of the world have already started hitting their all-time low in a decade, and experts 
are saying, “the dust is yet to settle.”  
 
Meanwhile, more than 190 countries, territories, and conveyance have reported confirmed cases, and over 
390,000 individuals have been tested positive for the virus, with more than 10% resulted in death.1 Based 
on all indications, and for the fact that the Chinese, the Americans and the European (serving as the 
epicenter of the virus- to-date) economy are much more deeply intertwined with the world’s economy; 
2thus the global GDP growth rates are bound to take a hard hit as indicated by experts. 
  
For a country like Sierra Leone, which is among the least developed countries in the global south- with an 
economy that is struggling to be on a significant-progressive path, this statement, which is a further 
anticipated disruption in the business world, will most definitely affect businesses and development strides 
in the country.    
 
So far, Sierra Leone is yet to report a confirmed case of the virus but businesses are already experiencing a 
downward trend as travel restrictions around the world kicks in. Most businesses in Sierra Leone largely 
depend on the purchasing and supply of goods from China and Europe. Since days ago, some cities in 
Europe, China and America are in lockdown, travel restrictions in place and industries closures have placed 
global trade, commerce, tourism, investment, and supply chains in complete disarray. Such occurrences 
may either result in businesses running out of goods and services or it may limit the potential 
customer’s/partner’s spending powers. As panic buying may occur, such will undoubtedly give rise to 
inflation of prices of goods and services. 
 
The government of Sierra Leone in a bid to prevent the outbreak from reaching the shores of the country 
has instituted several restrictions including an indefinite ban on overseas travel for government officials, 
schools and colleges ordered to close, and gatherings with 100 people including religious services 
prohibited. As of the 21 March 2020, airlines have cancelled flights to and from Sierra Leone and the 
government have instituted a ban on all flights to the country for the meantime. While these measures are 
welcomed by the vast majority of the country’s population as they think it is very necessary since the country 
suffered the most during the Ebola outbreak in 2014, such decisions come with a high cost for businesses. 
The measures are bound to disrupt businesses for several sectors including aviation, education, 
infrastructure, tourism, entertainment, hospitality, electronics, and luxury goods and services. 
 
By Kemurl Fofanah [SLNBCC]  
 

 
1 http://www.worldometer.info/coronavirus/ 
2 https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-02-13/coronavirus-s-effect-on-tourism-will-carry-into-2021-experts-say  
 
 



  

 

President of African Development Bank pledges more support for Sierra Leone 

 
 
Yesterday, the President of the African Development Bank (AfDB) – Dr Akinwumi Adesina, held talks 
with Sierra Leone’s President Dr Julius Maada Bio at State House, about the bank’s support for the 
country’s economic development, social progress, and poverty reduction initiatives. Presenting the AfDB 
president to president Bio, finance minister – Jacob Jusu Saffa, said that the Bank is very supportive of 
Sierra Leone. 
 
The AfDB president said that he is delighted to be in the country to gain first-hand experience of progress 
in the country. He said he has held several meetings with key stakeholders. He commended the government 
for its efforts in Human Capital Development, saying that development is about the wellbeing of citizens. 
He also thanked the President for becoming a champion for nutrition – a show of leadership by creating 
the opportunity for those who cannot afford the high cost of living. 
 
He also commended the government’s proposal for construction of the Lungi Bridge to connect the capital 
Freetown and the airport town, noting that it is a structural urban development that could create new 
economic opportunities through special economic zones. He said that the bank has reviewed the 
government’s priorities and assured president Bio of its support for the country’s development 
programmes. 
 
President Bio welcomed the AfDB president and his team, saying that Sierra Leone is a small but 
determined nation that is changing the narrative about its image around the world. He said that despite 
inheriting a challenging economic environment, his government is instituting a lot of reforms, especially in 
the area of fiscal consolidation. 
 
He said that his government is committed to prudent economic management and has brought back 
development partners such as the International Monetary Fund, who had earlier left the country. Bio also 
informed the bank’s president of his government’s efforts to clamp down heavily on corruption, which is 
holding back the country’s development. 
 
He noted that the fight against graft is both a way of correcting the past and also creating a deterrent for 
present public officials. “We have been able to increase tax revenue and fight corruption, which is a fight 
that we will continue to pursue. The free quality education has helped increase the number of enrolments 
in schools, and we are serious about it because it is part of our inclusive development. I want to thank the 
AfDB for its support to our infrastructural sector, which is an enabler for development,” he said. 
 
Earlier, the AfDB President also held a consultative meeting with ministers, heads of agencies and other 
senior members of government on projects that are being supported by the Bank. The meeting was chaired 
by the Chief Minister, Professor David John Francis. 
 
Source: (Sierra Leone Telegraph: 13 March 2020) 
 
 



  

 

 
 

Procurement Notices 

 
Bid Summary: Rehabilitation of Babadorie Water Supply System-treatment Plant 

 

Sector: Machinery and Equipment (M&E), Water and Sanitation, Infrastructure and construction  

 

Deadline: 29 Apr 2020 
 
………………………………….. 
 

Bid Summary: Babadorie Water Treatment Plant Rehabilitation Works 

 

Sector: Infrastructure and construction, Water and Sanitation 

   

Deadline: 30 Apr 2020 

………………………………. 

 

Bid Summary: Supply, Delivery and Installation Of 100kva Generator 

 

Sector: Energy, Power and Electrical 

   

Deadline: 08 Apr 2020 

………………………………. 

 

Bid Summary: Borehole Drilling Companies to Submit Proposals to Drill, Construct and Install Water 

Pumps 

 

Sector: Infrastructure and construction, Water and Sanitation 

   

Deadline: 09 Apr 2020 

…………………………………. 
 

Bid Summary: Supporting Out-of-school Children (OOSC) Study (2016) With Focus on Out-of-

school Girls 

 

Sector: Education and Training 

  

Deadline: 09 Apr 2020 

…………………………………. 
 

Bid Summary: Supply of Battery and Accessories to Support the Rural Renewable Energy Programme 

 

Sector: Energy, Power and Electrical 

   

Deadline: 08 Apr 2020 

………………………………. 

 

For full/more procurement’s notices, visit: 
http://www.biddetail.com/sierra%20leone 

https://www.nppa.gov.sl/ 

https://www.sl.undp.org/content/sierraleone/en/home/procurement.htm



  

 

Culture Corner: Coronavirus Conspiracy Theories and Fallacies Demystified       
 
As the coronavirus continues to spread rapidly, so are some conspiracy theories and fallacies about the 

disease as well. In this segment of culture corner, we explore and demystifiy some of the most common 

conspiracy theories and fallacies that are spreading through social media and other platforms. 

Conspiracy theories: 

The spread of coronavirus is as a result of a spy operation 
 
Some people have alleged that the coronavirus was stolen from a Canadian virus research lab by Chinese 

scientists. Health Canada and the Public Health Agency of Canada said that conspiracy theory had "no 

factual basis". The stories seem to have been derived from a July 2019 news article stating that some 

Chinese researchers had their security access to a Canadian Level 4 virology facility revoked in a federal 

police investigation; Canadian officials described this as an administrative matter and said that "there is no 

risk to the Canadian public" 

Population control scheme 
 
According to the BBC, Jordan Sather, a conspiracy theory YouTuber supporting the far-right QAnon 
conspiracy theory and the anti-vax movement, has falsely claimed the outbreak was a population control 
scheme created by Pirbright Institute in England and by former Microsoft CEO Bill Gates. 
 
Claims that the coronavirus is not new 
 
Some theories claim that Lysol-brand spray disinfectants are proof that governments have known about 
the coronavirus since long before the outbreak occurred since cans of Lysol spray disinfectant claim to be 
effective against "Human Coronavirus". The theory also suggested that such labelling has been present on 
cans of Lysol spray disinfectants since the early 1960s and that hence, governments have secretly known 
about the coronavirus ever since then. Reckitt Benckiser, the owner of the Lysol brand, responded stating 
that coronaviruses are a family of viruses and that their product has not yet been tested against the 
current strain of the coronavirus (SARS-CoV-2). 
 
Coronavirus and 5G 
 
In February 2020, BBC reported that conspiracy theorists on social media groups alleged a link between 
coronavirus and 5G mobile networks, claiming that Wuhan and Diamond Princess outbreaks were 
directly caused by electromagnetic fields and the introduction of 5G and wireless technologies. Some 
conspiracy theorists also alleged that the coronavirus outbreak was a cover-up for a 5G-related illness.[93] 
In March 2020, a video by Thomas Cowan, M.D, alleged that coronavirus is caused by 5G, based on the 
claims that African countries were not affected significantly by the pandemic and Africa was not a 5G 
region.[94] Both the claims and the video, latter of which was endorsed by singer Keri Hilson, were 
criticized on social media and debunked by Reuters, USA Today, Full Fact and American Public Health 
Association executive director Georges C. Benjamin. 
 
Vaccine pre-existence 
 
It was reported that multiple social media posts have promoted a conspiracy theory claiming the virus 
was known and that a vaccine was already available. PolitiFact and FactCheck.org noted that no vaccine 
currently exists for COVID-19. The patents cited by various social media posts reference existing patents 
for genetic sequences and vaccines for other strains of coronavirus such as the SARS coronavirus. The 
WHO reported as of 5 February 2020 that amid news reports of "breakthrough" drugs being discovered 
to treat people infected with the virus, there were no known effective treatments; this included antibiotics 
and herbal remedies not being useful. Scientists are working to develop a vaccine, but as of March 18, 
2020, no vaccine candidates have completed clinical trials. 
 



  

 

Fallacies 

Cocaine cure coronavirus 
 
Several viral tweets purporting that snorting cocaine would sterilize one's nostrils of the coronavirus 
spread around Europe and Africa. In response, the French Ministry of Health released a PSA debunking 
this claim, as did the World Health Organisation. 
 
African resistance  
 
Beginning on 11 February, reports, quickly spread via Facebook, implied that a Cameroonian student in 
China had been completely cured of the virus due to his African genetics. While a student was 
successfully treated, other media sources have noted that no evidence implies Africans are more resistant 
to the virus and labelled such claims as false information. Kenyan Secretary of Health Mutahi Kagwe 
explicitly refuted rumours that "those with black skin cannot get coronavirus", while announcing Kenya's 
first case on 13 March. 
 
Ways to kill, prevent or make self-tests for the coronavirus (fallacies) 
 
Widely circulated posts on social media have claimed that among other things: 
 
Consuming boiled ginger with an empty stomach can kill the coronavirus, 
 
Drinking lemon with water can be used to prevent coronavirus and cancer, as it increases Vitamin C levels, 
 
Holding one's breath for 10 seconds is an effective self-test for the coronavirus 
 
Hot saunas and hair dryers can kill the coronavirus 
 
An ancient Sri Lankan drink can prevent the coronavirus 
 
UV-C light, chlorine, and high (over 56 °C) temperatures can be used to kill the coronavirus. 
 
All of the above claims have been disproven. For example, UV-C light, chlorine and high temperatures may 
cause skin irritation and burns if used on human skin. It is still unknown if temperatures above 56 °C can 
kill SARS-CoV 2. Ginger has not been proven to cure any viral illness, and Vitamin C has also not been 
proven to be effective against the coronavirus 

 

How COVID-19 Spreads 

COVID-19 is a new disease and health experts are still learning how it spreads, the 
severity of illness it causes, and to what extent it may spread. 

Person-to-person spread 

The virus is thought to spread mainly from person-to-person. 

• Between people who are in close contact with one another (within about 6 feet). 

• Respiratory droplets produced when an infected person coughs or sneezes. 

These droplets can land in the mouths or noses of people who are nearby or possibly be inhaled into the 
lungs. 

• People are thought to be most contagious when they are most symptomatic (the sickest). 



  

 

• Some spread might be possible before people show symptoms; there have been reports of this 
occurring with this new coronavirus, but this is not thought to be the main way the virus spreads. 

Spread from contact with contaminated surfaces or objects 

It may be possible that a person can get COVID-19 by touching a surface or object that has the virus on 
it and then touching their mouth, nose, or possibly their eyes, but this is not thought to be the main way 
the virus spreads. 

How easily the virus spreads 

How easily a virus spreads from person-to-person can vary. Some viruses are highly contagious (spread 
easily), like measles, while other viruses do not spread as easily. Another factor is whether the spread is 
sustained, spreading continually without stopping. 

The virus that causes COVID-19 seems to be spreading easily and sustainably in the community 
(“community spread”) in some affected geographic areas. 

Community spread means people have been infected with the virus in an area, including some who are not 
sure how or where they became infected. 

 

How to Protect Yourself  

Older adults and people who have severe underlying chronic medical conditions like heart or lung disease or 
diabetes seem to be at higher risk for developing more serious complications from COVID-19 illness. Please consult 
with your health care provider about additional steps you may be able to take to protect yourself.  

                                                                           
Clean your hands often                                                                      Cover Coughs and Sneezes 

• Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds especially after you have been in 
a public place, or after blowing your nose, coughing, or sneezing. 

• If soap and water are not readily available, use a hand sanitizer that contains at least 60% alcohol. 
Cover all surfaces of your hands and rub them together until they feel dry. 

• Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed hands. 

• Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue when you cough or sneeze or use the inside of your elbow. 

• Throw used tissues in the trash. 

• Immediately wash your hands with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. If soap and water are not 
readily available, clean your hands with a hand sanitizer that contains at least 60% alcohol. 



  

 

                                                         
Avoid close contact                                                           Stay home if you’re sick 

• Stay home if you are sick, and only go out when you need to get medical care.  

• Avoid close contact with people who are sick 

• Put distance between yourself and other people if COVID-19 is spreading in your community. 
This is especially important for people who are at higher risk of getting very sick. 

 
 

                                                              
Wear a facemask if you are sick                                                   Clean and disinfect       

• If you are sick: You should wear a facemask when you are around other people (e.g., sharing a room 
or vehicle) and before you enter a healthcare provider’s office. If you are not able to wear a facemask 
(for example, because it causes trouble breathing), then you should do your best to cover your coughs 
and sneezes, and people who are caring for you should wear a facemask if they enter your room. 

• If you are NOT sick: You do not need to wear a facemask unless you are caring for someone who is 
sick (and they are not able to wear a facemask). Facemasks may be in short supply and they should be 
saved for caregivers. 

• Clean AND disinfect frequently touched surfaces daily. This includes tables, doorknobs, light 
switches, countertops, handles, desks, phones, keyboards, toilets, faucets, and sinks. 

• If surfaces are dirty, clean them: Use detergent or soap and water before disinfection. 

 
 
SOURCES: 

1. https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/.html 
2. http://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/misinformation_related_to_the_2019_coronavirus_pandemic 
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COLOFON 

 

Credits 
 
This newsletter is written and edited by Kemurl Fofanah for the SLNBCC. All articles are 

written by SLNBCC staff, or shared from news sources with correct references. 

 

Feedback 
 
Do you have any comments, suggestions or remarks on this newsletter? Feel free to contact 

us at any time. Please send an email to memunabayoh@gmail.com or binta@gnbcc.net. 

Also, we are looking for more press releases from our members. If you have anything you 

would like to share with our extensive network, our monthly newsletter provides the perfect 

platform to do so. 
 

Membership 
 
If you are interested in becoming an SLNBCC Member, please contact Binta Jalloh 

directly through binta@gnbcc.net or by calling +232(0)78381007. 

 

www.slnbcc.com 
 
www.facebook.com/slnbcc 

 

Thank you for reading our newsletter, the SLNBCC team: Binta Jalloh, Kemurl Fofanah, 

and Memuna Bayoh 

 

                                                                

mailto:binta@gnbcc.net

