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Sierra Leone Covid-19 Status, March 24th, 2021 
  

Confirmed cases: 3,953 

Recovery:  2,796  

Death: 79 

   
Source: https://mohs.gov.sl/  
  

DEAR READERS, 

We hope this newsletter finds you in good health and spirits. We want to wish you happy 
Easter holidays and also encourage you to be conscious, Covid 19 is still in our midst. Be 

cautious and follow all the appropriate procedures that ensure our safety. 
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SLNBCC and IPAM conclude the five days – intensive course on Business Management 
for SMEs 

 
The 13th of March was a beautiful day for 15 entrepreneurs that were drawn from Small and 
Medium Enterprises (SMEs) within the health, agriculture and WASH Sectors across Sierra 
Leone. They were certified by the Sierra Leone Netherlands Business and Culture Council 
(SLNBCC) and the Institute of Public Administration and Management (IPAM), the University 
of Sierra Leone with a certificate of Business Management for SMEs, after 5-days of Intensive 
Training.  
 
The five days training brought together the best experts and lecturers in the field of Financial 
Reporting and Book Keeping, Online Presence Management, Communication Strategy, Access 
to Finance, Professional Pitching, Presentation, Packaging and Design of Products, Branding, 
Import and Export Requirements and Corporate Social Responsibility (CRS) etc. 
 
 
Dr Oludolapo O. Akinyosoye-Gbonda, the Coordinator of Short Courses at the Institute of 
Public Administration and Management (IPAM), University of Sierra Leone, whilst presenting 
the certificate to the entrepreneurs, admonished them to adhere and put into practice what they 
have been thought by various experts. 
 
Dr Gbonda further stated that the role of SMEs is key in the transformation of a nation’s economy 
and that the Short Course Unit at IPAM is always ready to train and build the skills of 
entrepreneurs in Sierra Leone. On her part, the Project Manager of SLNBCC, Ms Binta Jalloh, 
commended the lecturers of IPAM for their relentless efforts to impart knowledge to the 
participants. 
 
Madam Binta disclosed that this is not the first training the Netherlands Enterprise Agency has 
sponsored in Sierra Leone adding that this is part of their activities to foster a business relationship 
between Sierra Leone and the Netherlands underscoring that the training would help to promote 
mutual benefit between the two governments. 
 
 
She also cited that the SLNBCC has facilitated the award of scholarships to about 30 students 
who are presently pursuing various courses in Holland highlighting that over the years, SLNBCC, 
with support from Dutch Institutions, has organised training through SLIEPA for other SMEs 
in Sierra Leone. She assured participants of their continuous support in promoting and increasing 



  

 

exports, imports, business services, tourism and investments between business and professional 
persons in Sierra Leone and the Netherlands. 
 
Giving the vote of thanks, Mary Alpha from Nianda Agricultural and Trading Company expressed 
thanks and appreciation on behalf of all trainees for the impactful Business Management Training 
for SMEs in Sierra Leone reiterating that the training is very timely for them as SME Business 
Managers and Officers. 
 
“The selected modules have helped to capacitate me for the market world amidst the Covid-19 
pandemic. The most interesting topics for me were Professional Pitching and Corporate Social 
Responsibility. These two topics enlightened me on how much profit and impact my company 
can make from proper management down to satisfying our customers and workers,” she 
maintained. 
 
The participants assured the organisers that they would put into practice all that they have learnt 
during the training. The training was climaxed with the distributions of certificates to all 
participants. 
 
Source: https://owlpress-sl.com/slnbcc-and-ipam-certify-15-entrepreneurs/  
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IMF Executive Board Approves US$50 Million Disbursement to Sierra Leone to Address 
the Continuing Impact of the COVID 19 Pandemic 

 
Washington, DC – March 15, 2021, the Executive Board of the International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) today approved the disbursement of SDR 35.26 million (US$50.37 million or 17% of quota) 
under the Rapid Credit Facility (RCF) to Sierra Leone to help meet the urgent balance of payments 
and fiscal needs stemming from the deep and persistent impact of the pandemic. 
 
The Government’s quick and decisive actions to contain COVID-19 prevented a larger outbreak 
and saved lives, yet they also came at an economic cost. Containment measures disrupted the 
transport of goods within the country, with a heavy impact on the services sector. At the same 
time, exports weakened significantly in 2020 due to weaker mining production and lower global 
demand. 
 
The authorities’ policy response has focused on saving lives and protecting livelihoods. The Bank 
of Sierra Leone (BSL) swiftly introduced a special facility for importers to help prevent disruptions 
to the supply of food and essential goods. Benefiting from the lessons of the Ebola health crisis, 
the authorities effectively deployed resources to support both health and containment efforts. 
Their Quick Action Economic Response Programme addressed the broader economic and social 
response, via support to farmers, direct cash transfers to vulnerable households, and labour-
intensive public works. 
 
The economic costs of the crisis—including setbacks to the Government’s revenue mobilization 
goals—together with the necessary crisis response have exacerbated the already-tight fiscal 
financing and strained debt position. Continued support from development partners will be vital 
to recapture pre-crisis momentum and ensure a sustainable, inclusive recovery. 
 
After the Board discussion, Mr Tao Zhang, Deputy Managing Director and Acting Chair made 
the following statement: 
 
“Sierra Leone is grappling with serious and persistent effects of the COVID-19 pandemic. While 
the immediate health risks appear contained, 2021 will be another challenging year. The economic 
and social impact is likely to be protracted, exacerbating longstanding development challenges 
and the strained financing situation. 
 
“The authorities have responded promptly to the crisis. In 2020, they scaled up health and other 
priority spending, consistent with their Quick Action Economic Recovery Programme. The Bank 



  

 

of Sierra Leone’s special credit facility helped ensure that food supplies were not disrupted. The 
2021 budget continues to prioritize COVID-19 and recovery-related spending within a tight 
budget envelope. 
 
“Emergency financing from the IMF under the Rapid Credit Facility will help meet urgent 
external and fiscal financing needs in 2021, and ensure that the authorities can maintain their 
response and recovery efforts. In line with their National Development Plan priorities, they 
continue to strengthen governance, including transparently reporting on their COVID-19 

response, and publishing details of large emergency‑ related procurement contracts. 
 
“Looking ahead, the authorities remain committed to maintaining macroeconomic and fiscal 
stability, in line with their medium-term reform program supported by the Extended Credit 
Facility. They are taking steps to address vulnerabilities to debt sustainability, with IMF technical 
assistance. Nevertheless, Sierra Leone’s large development needs and tight financing situation will 
require concessional support, ideally grants, from the international community in the coming 
years.” 
 
Source: http://www.imf.org/en/News/Articles/2021/03/15/imf-executive-board-approves-us-50-
million-disbursement-to-sierra-leone 
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African Development Bank Group supports Domestic Debt Market Development in 

The Gambia, Sierra Leone, Guinea and Liberia 

 

The African Development Bank Group has launched a project to support the development of domestic 

debt markets and financial systems in four West African Monetary Zone (WAMZ) countries: the Gambia, 

Sierra Leone, Guinea and Liberia. The Bank had earlier approved a grant of UA1.5 million or about $2 

million for the project. 

 

The project, funded by the Bank’s Transition Support Facility, will provide technical assistance and capacity 

building to develop domestic debt markets in the four countries. Specifically, it will support the deepening 

of primary debt markets, improvement of debt market infrastructure, enhancement of institutional capacity 

in relevant agencies and authorities and a broadening of the investor base. 

 

“We are delighted with the partnership with the African Development Bank to support financial systems 

development in the WAMZ, particularly in the area of technical assistance and institutional capacity 

building. We desire to see further deepening in financial integration and cross border operations in the 

Zone,” said Dr Olorunsola Olowofeso, Director General of the WAMI, which is the implementing agency 

on behalf of the four countries. 

 

Developing debt markets will underpin the emergence of effective capital markets in the region – a driver 

of investment and economic growth. 

“Debt market development will facilitate increased intermediation of capital, both for public and private 

entities and is aligned with our vision for the emergence of well-functioning and resilient financial and 

capital markets in African countries,” said the Bank’s Director for Financial Sector Development 

Department, Stefan Nalletamby.  

 

The West African Monetary Institute (WAMI) will cooperate closely with the participating countries to 

implement the project, which builds on the Bank’s earlier WAMZ payment systems project to support the 

upgrade of central bank payment systems in the four countries. The Bank funding will also complement 

existing initiatives to enhance the development of financial systems in the WAMZ countries. 

 

Source: https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/african-development-bank-group-

supports-domestic-debt-market-development-gambia-sierra-leone-guinea-and-liberia-42771 

 

https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/african-development-bank-group-supports-domestic-debt-market-development-gambia-sierra-leone-guinea-and-liberia-42771
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/african-development-bank-group-supports-domestic-debt-market-development-gambia-sierra-leone-guinea-and-liberia-42771


  

 

Procurement Notices 

 

Bid Summary: General Procurement Notice for Construction Contract Supervision and 
Defects Notification Period (Dnp) Performance Monitoring. 

Funded by:  Millennium Challenge Account (MCA) 

Bid deadline: 11 April 2021 

………………………………………………………… 

Bid Summary:  Tenders Are Invited for Procurement of Vehicles 

Funded by:   The World Bank Group 

Bid deadline:  13 April 2021 

………………………………………………………… 

Bid Summary: The supply and Distribution of Seeds, Fertilizer and other Agro-Chemicals to 

Farmers 

Funded by: The Government of Sierra Leone 

Bid deadline: 5th April 2021 

………………………………………………………… 

Bid Summary: Request for Proposal for Supply of Clean Cook Stoves and Energy Efficient 

Solutions to Vulnerable Communities in Sierra Leone 

Funded by: ECOWAS Regional Centre for Renewable Energy, Western Africa 

Bid deadline: 16 November 2021 

 

 
For full/more procurement’s notices, visit: 
https://www.ungm.org/Public/Notice 

https://www.nppa.gov.sl/ 

https://www.sl.undp.org/content/sierraleone/en/home/procurement.htm 

https://www.biddetail.com/global-tenders/sierra-leone-tenders 

 

 

 

 
 
 

https://www.ungm.org/Public/Notice
https://www.nppa.gov.sl/
https://www.sl.undp.org/content/sierraleone/en/home/procurement.htm
https://www.biddetail.com/global-tenders/sierra-leone-tenders


  

 

How to Protect Yourself from covid-19 

Older adults and people who have severe underlying chronic medical conditions like heart or lung disease or 
diabetes seem to be at higher risk for developing more serious complications from COVID-19 illness. Please consult 
with your health care provider about additional steps you may be able to take to protect yourself.  

                                                                                
Clean your hands often                                                                      Cover Coughs and Sneezes 

 Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds especially after you have been in 
a public place, or after blowing your nose, coughing, or sneezing. 

 If soap and water are not readily available, use a hand sanitiser that contains at least 60% alcohol. 
Cover all surfaces of your hands and rub them together until they feel dry. 

 Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed hands. 

 Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue when you cough or sneeze or use the inside of your elbow. 

 Throw used tissues in the trash. 

 Immediately wash your hands with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. If soap and water are not 
readily available, clean your hands with a hand sanitiser that contains at least 60% alcohol. 

                                                                          
       Avoid close contact                                                                             Stay home if you’re sick 

 Stay home if you are sick, and only go out when you need to get medical care.  

 Avoid close contact with people who are sick 

 Put distance between yourself and other people if COVID-19 is spreading in your community. 
This is especially important for people who are at higher risk of getting very sick. 

 
 
                                                                        
 
     Wear a facemask if you are sick                                                                Clean and disinfect       

 If you are sick: You should wear a facemask when you are around other people (e.g., sharing a room 
or vehicle) and before you enter a healthcare provider’s office. If you are not able to wear a facemask 
(for example, because it causes trouble breathing), then you should do your best to cover your coughs 
and sneezes, and people who are caring for you should wear a facemask if they enter your room. 

 If you are NOT sick: You do not need to wear a facemask unless you are caring for someone who is 
sick (and they are not able to wear a facemask). Facemasks may be in short supply and they should be 
saved for caregivers. 

SOURCES: 
1. https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/.html 
2. http://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/misinformation_related_to_the_2019_coronavirus_pandemic 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/.html


  

 

 

 

 

COLOFON 

 

Credits 
 
This newsletter is written and edited by Kemurl Fofanah for the SLNBCC. All articles are 

written by SLNBCC staff, or shared from news sources with correct references. 

 

Feedback 
 
Do you have any comments, suggestions or remarks on this newsletter? Feel free to contact 

us at any time. Please send an email to ibnfofanah@gmail.com or binta@gnbcc.net. Also, 

we are looking for more press releases from our members. If you have anything you would 

like to share with our extensive network, our monthly newsletter provides the perfect 

platform to do so. 
 

Membership 
 
If you are interested in becoming an SLNBCC Member, please contact Binta Jalloh 

directly through binta@gnbcc.net or by calling +232(0)78381007. 

 

www.slnbcc.com 
 
www.facebook.com/slnbcc 

 

Thank you for reading our newsletter, the SLNBCC team: Binta Jalloh, Kemurl Fofanah,  

 

                                                                

mailto:binta@gnbcc.net

