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Sierra Leone Covid-19 Status, May 24th, 2021 
  

Confirmed cases: 4,121 

Recovery:  3,129  

Death: 79 

   
Source: https://mohs.gov.sl/  
  

DEAR READERS, 

 Thank you for reading this month newsletter. We hope you are doing great. We want to 
encourage you to keep adhering to all the appropriate measures that are there to protect 

us from the coronavirus. 
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Sierra Leone’s National Minerals Agency launches mineral resources Geodata 
 

 

Last Monday, President Dr Julius Maada Bio presided over the launching of the Geodata commissioned by 

the National Minerals Agency (NMA) and financed by the World Bank. The Geodata maps the vast mineral 

wealth potential of Sierra Leone. 

Welcoming participants to the event, Director General of National Mineral Agency (NMA), Julius Daniel 

Mattai, said: “the geodata launch and exhibition forms a critical part of the government’s agenda to rebuild 

confidence and attracting investment into the minerals sector of Sierra Leone. The maiden event provides 

a perfect setting for long-lasting and meaningful investment in this country and for its development”, 

Mr. Mattai also said that Sierra Leone is endowed with abundant mineral wealth and natural resources but 

characterized by multidimensional poverty. He assured that the Ministry of Mines and Mineral Resources 

and his agency are working harder to see a turnaround and a much further inroad in terms of growth in the 

sector with large investment potential.  

The outgoing World Bank Country Manager, Gayle Martin, commended the government of Sierra Leone 

for the progress that led to the launch of the Geodata. She said that the extractive sector is critical to the 

post-Covid-19 recovery, which she emphasized – if managed well could transform Sierra Leone’s economy. 

She also noted that the Geodata was financed by the World Bank because they knew it would help lift 

people out of poverty, adding that the data would not only support the mining sector, but help other areas 

necessary for national development. 

“Under the able leadership of President Bio, the government has embarked on a growth strategy that 

focuses on economic diversification, which does not mean moving away from extractives, but rather to 

optimize the growth in other sectors to protect the economy from negative shocks,” Gayle noted. 

Minister of Mines and Mineral Resources, Musa Timothy Kabba, said that his ministry has taken huge steps 

in acquiring the geological data which is critical for the optimization of investments into the mining sector 

and its development. 

He further stated that the geodata would serve a useful function in guiding government’s decision relevant 

to the exploitation of mineral wealth, adding that they are highly useful in shaping government’s strategy 

to move away from a ‘first-come-first-serve’ system in awarding mining contracts, to an open and 

transparent competitive bidding process. 

“With this launch, Your Excellency, Sierra Leone has once again demonstrated, under your leadership, that 

it is a competitive destination in Africa for investment in the mines and minerals sector,” he noted. 

In his keynote address, President Bio said: “I am not here to do a symbolic launch and walk away to my 

office. I am here to speak to friends, partners, and potential investors present and not present. I am here 

to share with you that which we have done about the mining sector over the last three years.” 



  

 

The President also stressed that he was at the event to listen very keenly to people’s thoughts, ideas, and 

experiences. 

“Previous speakers have also provided the technical detail associated with the Nationwide Airborne 

Geophysical Survey. I am informed that because we used close-line spacing and low ground clearance, we 

have generated one of the best high-resolution countrywide geophysical data in the world. 

“I want to assure you that we will create even more opportunities to sit down and talk; to think together; 

to cooperate; to reach consensus; and to work together to further develop the extractives sector and make 

it even more viable for investors and their shareholders, the Government, communities, and the country 

as a whole. 

President Bio thanked the World Bank for their staunch support through the Extractive Industries 

Technical Assistance Project 2 – EITAP 2, reminding them that the EITAP 2 project, as outlined earlier 

by the World Bank representative, are aligned with the government’s strategic objectives to strengthen 

governance, knowledge, and sustainability of the extractives sector in Sierra Leone, and to maximize its 

contribution to national development. 

ensure an enabling environment is provided for the company to operate, and in return the company too, 

would give back to the environment through their corporate social responsibility. 

 

Source: https://www.thesierraleonetelegraph.com/sierra-leones-national-minerals-agency-
launches-mineral-resources-geodata/ 
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AfCFTA: 100 days since the start of free trading, prospects seem bright 

 
On 1 January 2021, some 100 days plus ago this month, free trading officially commenced under the 
African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA). Four days later, two Ghanaian companies became pioneer 
exporters of products using the AfCFTA preferences, marking a major milestone in the short but eventful 
history of the trade pact.  
 
Alcoholic product manufacturers Kasapreko airfreighted a container-load of goods to South Africa, while 
Ghandour Cosmetics shipped by sea items to Guinea. 
 
An event organized by the Ghanaian government to celebrate the first consignments of products exported 
under the AfCFTA conveyed much more than a perfunctory or historical symbolism, for several reasons. 
Firstly, the conception, birthing, and now implementation of the AfCFTA continue to unfold with 
remarkable speed.  Negotiations spanning more than five years led to the signing of the trade agreement 
on 21 March 2018; it entered into force on 30 May 2019; free trading began on 1 January 2021 after a six-
month delay following the COVID-19 outbreak.  
 
First shipment 
 
And then, the first shipments took place on 4 January 2021. Secondly, Africa’s free trade area represents a 
decisive step toward the continent’s long-held regional integration aspiration. Thirdly, the start of free 
trading rekindles hope in Africa’s post-pandemic recovery. The Secretary-General of the Accra-based 
AfCFTA Secretariat, Wamkele Mene, emphasized throughout these past 100 days—and before then—that 
effective implementation of the trade pact is the post-pandemic stimulus Africa needs. 
 
“Increased intra-African trade is what will drive economic development post-COVID-19,” Mr Mene told 
Africa Renewal in an earlier interview. The AfCFTA establishes a single market for made in Africa goods 
and services, eliminates tariffs by 90 per cent and tackles non-tariff barriers such as customs delays. A 
unified market of 1.2 billion people with a combined GDP of $3 trillion is potentially a strong foundation 
for industrialization. Currently, intra-African exports stand at about 17% of total continental exports. 
Increasing this share is expected to increase value addition, help create jobs and boost incomes. 
 
Mr Mene has devoted considerable time and energy superintending a successful takeoff of free trading. He 
has been ubiquitous in Africa’s state capitals, from Niamey in Niger, to Addis Ababa in Ethiopia, Lome in 
Togo, Khartoum in Sudan and others, meeting with political and business leaders, youth and women 
traders, touting AfCFTA’s benefits, entreating traders to seize the opportunity, and highlighting solutions 
to emerging challenges.  
 
He continues to promote the agreement with eloquent aplomb—with urgency and ardency. “We are not 
going to get another opportunity to integrate; this is our last opportunity,” he said at a press briefing in 
January. “There is not a single African country that can work alone to trade its way out of poverty,” he 
opined at an event in New York just last month. 
 



  

 

While in New York, together with Ambassador Fatima Kyari Mohammed, the Permanent Observer of the 
African Union (AU) to the UN and Ms Ahunna Eziakonwa, the Director of the UN Development 
Programme’s Regional Bureau for Africa, Mr Mene signed an MOU. 
 
The MOU relates to UNDP’s support for, among others, the AfCFTA in strengthening the capacities of 
national customs authorities, digitizing intra-African trade and enhancing export readiness of women- and 
youth-led SMEs. The optimism heralded by the start of free trading aside, 36 AU member states have so 
far deposited their ratification instruments. Countries ratifying the agreement can trade with each other 
based on their tariff concessions and proposed rules of origin. Currently, about 90% of the rules of origin 
are in, while the remainder is expected before the end of July 2021. 
 
Meanwhile, just three countries—Ghana, South Africa and Egypt—had established the necessary customs 
infrastructure for trading at the start of free trading last January. However, the Council of Ministers, one 
of AfCFTA’s decision-making bodies, approved for countries not yet able to meet the customs 
requirements to set up escrow accounts to reimburse traders operating under AfCFTA preferences. The 
move demonstrated AfCFTA’s nimbleness in solving teething problems. 
 
Negotiations on protocols 
 
The free trade anchor agreement aside, negotiations on protocols are ongoing. Phase I negotiations, which 
relate to the protocols on trade in goods and services and dispute settlement, are to be concluded before 
the end of June 2021. The timeline for the conclusion of Phases II negotiations on protocols on 
investment, intellectual property rights, competition and e-commerce, is the end of 2021. While protocols 
lubricate the wheel of AfCFTA’s operations, Mr Mene doesn’t believe that the current lag between 
ratification and countries’ effective participation in free trading slowed by, for example, a lack of customs 
infrastructure is a cog in that wheel.  
 
“Tell me where every country in a trade agreement is ready at the same time, where every country is ready 
on day one?” he asked rhetorically at the January briefing. He is correct. The EU common market was 
conceptualized in 1950, yet countries such as Bulgaria and Romania only became members in 2007—57 
years later. By comparison, 54 AU member states (Eritrea is the only holdout) are parties to the trade 
agreement, and ratifications continue at an impressive pace. 
 
The AfCFTA Secretariat has also been busy coordinating with the African Export and Import Bank 
(Afreximbank), a pan-African multilateral financial institution, to implement the Pan-African Payment and 
Settlement System (PAPSS) project, which should tackle difficulties of multi-currency convertibility. 
Afreximbank is providing $500 million to PAPSS for clearing and settlement in the West African Monetary 
Zone (WAMZ). The pilot for the WAMZ project will begin in April, while full implementation will launch 
in June 2021.  
 
Afreximbank hopes to inject up to $3 billion to support an Africa-wide PAPSS project. “There are 42 
currencies in Africa. We want to make sure that a trader in Ghana can transfer Ghanaian cedi to a 
counterpart in Kenya who will receive Kenyan shillings,” says Mr Mene.  
 
Despite obvious challenges, the coming months will likely witness a convergence of fruitful outcomes of 
multiple moving parts. Successful negotiations of the remaining protocols, more ratifications, countries’ 
customs infrastructure readiness, PAPSS implementation, digital app active use, and so on—successes in 
these areas and more will bring enormous tangible benefits. In sum, more good news could be in the 
pipeline. 
 
Source: [https://www.un.org/africarenewal/magazine/april-2021/afcfta-100-days-start-free-trading-
prospects-seem-bright] 
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In a recent survey, the majority of Sierra Leoneans say food price inflation has gone up since 2017 

 
Over a month ago, the Statistics Sierra Leone (Stats SL) Consumer Price Index (CPI) year-on-year inflation 
recorded, for the first time since June 2016, a single digit or 8.95% in March 2021, a 2.55% decline from 
11.50% in January this year. 
 
It is important to note that the CPI is a basket of several goods and services including food and non-
alcoholic beverages. The prices of food and non-alcoholic beverages in the CPI declined by 4.14% in one 
month, from 19.59% in February 2021 to 15.45% in March 2021. 
 
“We have used both quantitative and qualitative methodology to study the trends of prices of food in 
Sierra Leone. Our findings suggest that food prices usually go up and rarely go down.” The Sanusi Research 
& Consulting, a newly established entity in their recent survey stated. 
 
Their survey captures the perception and opinion of food traders and consumers on trends of food prices. 
They covered over 300 participants residing in the capital city of Freetown. And according to them, 
Majority were consumers (70%) compared to traders (30%). 
 
“Only 1 in 10 respondents say they had experienced at least some decline in food prices since 2017. 
Consumers (95%) are more likely to say food prices usually go up and rarely go down compared to traders 
(90%).” 
 
The report observes that the price of a 50kg bag of rice, the most consumed staple in Sierra Leone, has 
increased by 75% in four years, from Le200,000 (about $20) in 2017 to Le350,000 (about $35) in 2021.  A 
peak tin powdered milk (400g) used to cost Le25,000 in 2017, is now sold at Le50,000, a 100% price 
inflation. 
 
Sierra Leone usually suffers greatly from high food prices, especially during rainy seasons when prices of 
basic food commodities including the staple rice usually go through the roof in a country classed by the 
World Bank one of the poorest in the world. 
 
According to the Ministry of Agriculture, Sierra Leone spent $350-400 million annually on food imports 
alone, despite 85% of the country’s 72,000 square kilometres of land is classed as arable. 
 
Data from the Bank of Sierra Leone shows that the value of the local currency, the Leone, depreciated by 
4.30% in 2020. According to a report we published in October last year on the cost and impact of the 
COVID-19 outbreak, a strong majority (83%) of respondents say they lost income to the Coronavirus 
outbreak; and nearly four in 10 Sierra Leoneans report they lost their jobs to the global pandemic. 
 
The survey set out to provoke discussions on several questions that could be asked about the Statistic’s 
Sierra Leone’s CPI reports – questions such as: 
 



  

 

Did the decrease in prices in March mark the beginning of economic recovery driven by a sharp increase 
in supply or productivity or low inflation? 
 
Did traders of food and non-alcoholic beverages in Sierra Leone lower their prices in March to boost 
demand and sell their surplus? 
 
Did government subsidies help lower prices in March?  
 
Did the decrease in prices suggest that demand is low in the economy, or the mining sector being hardly 
hit by 2014 Ebola and the current COVID-19 outbreak is unable to increase demand in other sectors such 
as construction, service, agriculture and manufacturing?  
 
What if existing data does not answer all these questions? See the link below (the source) for the full report. 
 
Source [http://www.sanusiresearch.com/uploads/1/2/0/7/120735569/cost_and_impact_of_covid-
19_in_sierra_leone.pdf] 
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Liberia, Sierra Leone to Boost Cross Border Trade in the Region 

 
The process for the construction of a Joint Border Post between the Republic of Liberia and the Republic 
of Sierra Leone has begun. Accordingly, the President of the ECOWAS Commission, Jean-Claude 
KassiBrou, sanctioned a Mission for the physical inspection and verification of sites (land) at the Jendema- 
Bo Waterside land border between Liberia and Sierra Leone, proposed by the two ECOWAS Member 
States for the location of the new Joint Border Post to be constructed. 
 
The Mission held under the auspices of the Commissioner for Infrastructure, Mr Pathe Gueye, comprised 
Mr Chris Appiah, Principal Program Officer Maritime Transport and Corridors and Mr Ashoke Maliki, 
Principal Program Officer Roads and Railways. The two countries were also actively represented at the 
highest level with the Honorable Deputy Minister of Planning & Economic Development of Sierra Leone, 
Rev. Dr Jonathan Titus-Willians, the Heads of the ECOWAS National Office from both Countries. The 
meeting & site visits were also attended by government officials including Engineers, Architects, Land 
Surveyors, Customs, Immigration, National Security and other Border Agencies. 
 
Mr Chris Appiah, Head of Maritime & Transport Corridors, on behalf of the Commissioner for 
Infrastructure, Mr Pathe Gueye, indicated that under the Regional Joint Border Post (JBPs) Program, the 
ECOWAS Commission is working with the Member States to reconfigure border crossing facilities to 
decongest and clear border posts currently blocked by vehicles, traders and hauliers, sometimes for weeks, 
as a result of poor coordination and discordant procedures, manual controls, the ever-increasing number 
of Border Agencies as well as unconnected and two independent national systems. "The JBPs have the 
potential of sealing revenue leakages to Countries as a result of inefficient border control, which has been 
estimated by the World Bank to amount to over 15% of the value of imported goods", he added. 
  
Mr Appiah also indicated that the JBP concept provides a jointly operated interconnected platform where 
both exit and entry controls are undertaken concurrently or in succession from a one-stop location within 
one control zone on land belonging to the Community, such that all travellers and traffic utilizing the Post 
stop ONLY ONCE in each direction of travel. He intimated that "in preparedness for trading under the 
African Continental Free Trade Area "AfCFTA", the Joint Border Posts have the potential to drastically 
reduce the number of stops in cross-border trade through increased effectiveness of cross-border controls, 
greater data sharing and joint operations. Other notable advantages include a reduction of trade and 
logistics costs, improved free movement of persons and goods; improved cross-border cooperation and 
security, reduction of corruption, delays, operating costs, and the recurrence of social evils such as 
alcoholism and promiscuity experienced by truckers and freight forwarders due to delays at borders. 
 
On the Jendema-Bo Waterside JBP, Engr. Ashoke Maliki of the Infrastructure Department indicated that 
the ECOWAS Supplementary Act of 2013 on JBP Implementation provides the legal framework within 
which the project will be implemented. He highlighted the various components of the Project to include 
the Project Identification phase (member state consultations; site identification & selection, acquisition 
and transfer of land, payment of compensation, resettlement, etc.); the establishment of the Bilateral JBP 
Committee (Liberia and Sierra Leone) to guide project implementation; the Technical Design phase 



  

 

(functionality, Architectural and Engineering Design, Economic, Social, etc.), finance mobilization; 
Construction, equipment and operationalization. 
 
He intimated that following initial project identification consultative meetings in Freetown and Monrovia, 
held in October 2019, the Commission has worked with the two countries to identify Agencies and 
representatives forming the Bilateral JBP Committee, received completed cadastral and site plans of the 
site identified by Liberia, (the process ongoing for Sierra Leone), prepared the Terms of Reference for the 
Functionality, Architectural and Engineering Design for the Jendema-Bo Waterside JBP as well as Request 
for Expression of Interests to procure Design Consultants. 
 
Under the supervision of the ECOWAS Delegation, a physical inspection visit was paid to lands proposed 
by both Countries for the JBP. Liberia conducted the Delegation round an 18.01-acre land at its current 
Bo-Waterside border post for the project. In the presence of their Sierra Leonean counterparts and 
ECOWAS delegation, officials from Liberia showed the survey points for the land transferred to 
ECOWAS for the project. On their side, the Sierra Leonean delegation also conducted the team round 
their proposed land of approximately 20 acres for the project. They assured to complete the land 
acquisition documentation and transfer to ECOWAS in a few weeks. A generally agreed criterion, based 
on the Convention of the ECOWAS Ministers of Transport of 2018, was used as the basis of the initial 
assessment of the identified sites. 
 
The ECOWAS Commission will undertake a further technical evaluation of the sites and based on the 
engineering studies propose the best configuration and location for the approval of the two Member States. 
 
The meeting also considered the next steps for the project which includes the finalization of the Terms of 
Reference for the Design Studies, publication of the Request for Expression of Interest and the design 
studies which is expected to be completed within 5 months of contract commencement. 
 
As a show of commitment to the Project, the heads of both Liberian and Sierra Leonean Delegations 
assured ECOWAS of the interest and support from the highest level of their respective governments. They 
promised to work with the Commission and facilitate the work of the Consultants and works contractors 
as may be required, to ensure a successful and timely construction of the Jendema-Bo Waterside JBP. 

 

Source [https://allafrica.com/stories/202105190530.html] 
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Procurement Notices 

 

Bid Summary: Tenders are invited for Supply of Medical Packaging Materials. 

Funded by:  National Medical Supplies Agency (NMSA) Western Africa 

Bid deadline: 05 June 2021 

………………………………………………………… 

Bid Summary:  Tenders are invited for Implementation of an Integrated Civil Registration and 

Vital Statistic System 

Funded by:   United Nations (UN) 

Bid deadline:  03 June 2021 

………………………………………………………… 

Bid Summary: Expression Of Interest Are Invited For Hire A Firm To Conduct Cyber-

Security Assessment, Testing, Implementation Plan, And Capacity Building For BSL 

Funded by: The World Bank Group 

Bid deadline: 9th June 2021 

………………………………………………………… 

Bid Summary: General Procurement Notice for Sierra Leone Threshold Program 

Funded by: Millennium Challenge Account (MCA) 

Bid deadline: 21 October 2021 

 

 
For full/more procurement’s notices, visit: 
https://www.ungm.org/Public/Notice 

https://www.nppa.gov.sl/ 

https://www.sl.undp.org/content/sierraleone/en/home/procurement.htm 

https://www.biddetail.com/global-tenders/sierra-leone-tenders 
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How to Protect Yourself from covid-19 

Older adults and people who have severe underlying chronic medical conditions like heart or lung disease or 
diabetes seem to be at higher risk for developing more serious complications from COVID-19 illness. Please consult 
with your health care provider about additional steps you may be able to take to protect yourself.  

                                                                                
Clean your hands often                                                                      Cover Coughs and Sneezes 

• Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds especially after you have been in 
a public place, or after blowing your nose, coughing, or sneezing. 

• If soap and water are not readily available, use a hand sanitiser that contains at least 60% alcohol. 
Cover all surfaces of your hands and rub them together until they feel dry. 

• Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed hands. 

• Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue when you cough or sneeze or use the inside of your elbow. 

• Throw used tissues in the trash. 

• Immediately wash your hands with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. If soap and water are not 
readily available, clean your hands with a hand sanitiser that contains at least 60% alcohol. 

                                                                          
       Avoid close contact                                                                             Stay home if you’re sick 

• Stay home if you are sick, and only go out when you need to get medical care.  

• Avoid close contact with people who are sick 

• Put distance between yourself and other people if COVID-19 is spreading in your community. 
This is especially important for people who are at higher risk of getting very sick. 

 
 
                                                                        
 
     Wear a facemask if you are sick                                                                Clean and disinfect       

• If you are sick: You should wear a facemask when you are around other people (e.g., sharing a room 
or vehicle) and before you enter a healthcare provider’s office. If you are not able to wear a facemask 
(for example, because it causes trouble breathing), then you should do your best to cover your coughs 
and sneezes, and people who are caring for you should wear a facemask if they enter your room. 

• If you are NOT sick: You do not need to wear a facemask unless you are caring for someone who is 
sick (and they are not able to wear a facemask). Facemasks may be in short supply and they should be 
saved for caregivers. 

SOURCES: 
1. https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/.html 
2. http://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/misinformation_related_to_the_2019_coronavirus_pandemic 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/.html


  

 

 

 

 

COLOFON 

 

Credits 
 
This newsletter is written and edited by Kemurl Fofanah for the SLNBCC. All articles are 

written by SLNBCC staff, or shared from news sources with correct references. 

 

Feedback 
 
Do you have any comments, suggestions or remarks on this newsletter? Feel free to contact 

us at any time. Please send an email to ibnfofanah@gmail.com or binta@gnbcc.net. Also, 

we are looking for more press releases from our members. If you have anything you would 

like to share with our extensive network, our monthly newsletter provides the perfect 

platform to do so. 
 

Membership 
 
If you are interested in becoming an SLNBCC Member, please contact Binta Jalloh 

directly through binta@gnbcc.net or by calling +232(0)78381007. 

 

www.slnbcc.com 
 
www.facebook.com/slnbcc 

 

Thank you for reading our newsletter, the SLNBCC team: Binta Jalloh, Kemurl Fofanah,  

 

                                                                

mailto:binta@gnbcc.net

