
 

 SLNBCC | NEWSLETTER ISSUE 45 | OCTOBER 2021 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Sierra Leone Covid-19 Status, October 27th, 2021 
  

Confirmed cases: 6,397 

Recovery:  4,395  

Death: 121 

   
Source: https://mohs.gov.sl/  
  

DEAR READERS, 

 We hope you are doing great. We want to encourage you to keep adhering to all the 
appropriate measures that are there to protect us from the coronavirus. 
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Capitol Foods Limited opens Sierra Leone’s first cocoa processing factory 

 

Last Saturday in Kenema, President Dr Julius Maada Bio was a guest of honour at the formal opening of 

a cocoa processing factory by Capitol Foods in Tissor Village – with an annual production capacity of 

4,000 metric tons. 

 

Although Sierra Leone has been growing large quantities of cocoa for export, this is the first cocoa 

processing factory in the country and will create employment for dozens of local people. Capitol Foods is 

a fruit and food processing company, currently developing the first natural fruit processing and bottling 

company in the country with a mission, according to its leadership, to become the leading firm in the agric-

industrial sector in the country. 

 

Co-founder and CEO of Capitol Foods Limited, Hamza Hashim, said his company is one of the earliest 

post-war cocoa traders and exporters that is still playing a crucial role in reviving the flagging cocoa and 

coffee sector in Sierra Leone. He added that with support from the Ministry of Agriculture and through 

the Sierra Leone Agribusiness Development Fund, SLADF, they have conducted training for 2,831 

farmers on several topics including best agricultural practices, integrated pest control, and disease 

management technics. 

 

“In 2018, Capitol secured a $600,000 grant from SLADF towards financing and improving yields and 

quality standards. The project aims at working with rural farmers to improve their yields, in addition to 



  

 

establishing a Cocoa Mass Processing Line which will improve the value of products and improve prices 

for the farmers,” he said. 

 

Executive Chairman of the country’s Produce Marketing Board, SLPMB, Dr James Vibbi, said he is happy 

to witness progress at the first cocoa processing factory in the country, adding that the factory would add 

more value to cocoa production for the international market. He further noted that the government is 

planning to have one factory in each of the districts of the country. 

 

“Your Excellency, this factory can produce an annual capacity of 4,000 metric tons that can serve both the 

local and export market. It will provide employment opportunities and bring further development to the 

local community,” he stated. 

 

President Bio said the construction of the factory will contribute to the Human Capital Development drive 

of the nation, and called on other private sector actors to begin to think of processing local produce in the 

country. 

 

President Bio further stated that he is happy to see that such development is happening during his tenure 

as leader, and expressed hope that those efforts would lead to the transfer of skills, develop the locality, 

and above all, generate more revenue for the country. “This factory will add value to the cocoa business. 

It is good for our country and economy. I thank you for taking this giant step. God bless you,” CEO of 

Capitol Foods Limited, Hamza Hashim. 

 

Source: https://www.thesierraleonetelegraph.com/capitol-foods-limited-opens-sierra-leones-first-cocoa-

processing-factory/ 
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EU promises to maintain support for Sierra Leone’s development 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sierra Leone’s Minister of Planning and Economic Development, Dr Francis Kai-Kai on Monday 11th 

October, held discussions with the New European Union Head of Delegation to Sierra Leone, 

Ambassador Manuel Müller about the government’s development strategy and cooperation with the EU. 

Ambassador Müller said he is encouraged by the reforms undertaken by the government in promoting 

good governance, human capital development, protecting human rights, and the fight against corruption, 

and spoke about the long partnership between the EU and Sierra Leone, as demonstrated in the last 

political dialogue held in July 2021. 

 

The Ambassador noted that the EU is committed to working with Sierra Leone in strengthening the rule 

of law, electoral reforms, education, job creation and infrastructure, and spoke of his commitment to 

strengthening the EU-Sierra Leone partnership. Minister Kai-Kai (Photo above) warmly welcomed 

Ambassador Müller, expressing his gratitude for the EU’s long-standing support for Sierra Leone. He said 

President Julius Maada Bio is keen to continue implementing governance reforms that will position the 

country as a vibrant democratic nation with accountability, as a priority. 

 

The Minister spoke about the coordinating and supporting role of the Ministry of Planning and Economic 

Development, in implementing the government’s Medium-Term National Development Plan (2019-2023). 

He acknowledged that the European Union and the Ministry have worked closely to coordinate the 

progress achieved over the years. Dr Kai-Kai said that he is hopeful of a progressive working relationship 

and looking for other ways to collaborate with the EU. The Ambassador was accompanied by Gerald 

Hatler, Head of Cooperation, EU. 

Source: https://www.thesierraleonetelegraph.com/eu-promises-to-maintain-support-for-sierra-leones-

development/ 

https://www.thesierraleonetelegraph.com/eu-promises-to-maintain-support-for-sierra-leones-development/
https://www.thesierraleonetelegraph.com/eu-promises-to-maintain-support-for-sierra-leones-development/


  

 

Global leaders call: No success at COP26 without a fair deal for Africa 

Global leaders, hosted by President Uhuru Kenyatta, spoke at the launch of the Global Center on 

Adaptation (GCA) “State and Trends in Adaptation in Africa Report 2021 – How Adaptation Can Make 

Africa Safer, Greener and More Prosperous in a Warming World” (STA21) to call for COP26 and 

development partners to increase resources to the Africa Adaptation Acceleration Program (AAAP). 

 

STA21 presents a blueprint for climate adaptation and showcases the opportunities climate adaptation 

offers to solve previously intractable problems and put Africa on a more resilient pathway towards “green 

growth”. The report outlines the financial and macro-economic risk climate change poses to Africa and 

the imperative for the continent to scale up adaptation to reduce the economic costs of climate change. 

Without adaptation action, projections estimate that climate change will lead to an equivalent of 2 % to 4 

% annual loss in GDP in the continent by 2040, with the poor, women, and excluded populations bearing 

the brunt of the impact. 

 

Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon also spoke in support of the African-led and African-owned Africa 

Adaptation Acceleration Program, as a pathway to mobilizing the balance of the promised $100 billion in 

annual international climate finance. He highlighted AAAP as an important opportunity to realize a 

resilient and prosperous future for Africa. Patrick Verkooijen, in his inaugural annual lecture as GCA CEO, 

commented: “Africa will suffer higher GDP losses than most other regions of the world. These impacts 

can only be reduced with adaptation. Thousands of lives and millions of livelihoods have already been 

sacrificed in Africa because we are far from delivering what is needed in adaptation today. “For COP26 to 

succeed, Glasgow must deliver for Africa. To do so, it must bring more ambition and more finance to help 

Africa adapt to the pace of a climate emergency devastating the continent with increasingly serious 

consequences for the world’s poorest and most vulnerable.” Dr Akinwumi Adesina, President of the 

African Development Bank Group said: “AAAP provides a unique opportunity for wealthier nations to 



  

 

meet their commitments and help Africa tackle the consequences of climate change. I am optimistic that 

our partners will deliver the first round of financing of $6 billion to $8 billion that we need for the Africa 

Adaptation Acceleration Program in 2021.” Patricia Espinosa, Executive Secretary of the United Nations 

Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) spoke about the importance of finance for 

adaptation: “Key to success in adaptation and resilience — like so many other issues related to climate 

change — is adequate finance. At COP26 we will continue to call for wide-ranging and comprehensive 

financial support for developing nations. The $100 billion pledge was a commitment that was made in the 

UNFCCC process more than 10 years ago. It’s time to deliver.” 

 

Kristalina Georgieva, Managing Director, Managing Director, International Monetary Fund said: “Effects 

of climate change in Africa threaten lives, jobs, and the substantial economic and development progress 

of the past two decades. As the GCA State and Trends in Adaptation report rightly says, adaptation is a 

necessity and must go hand-in-hand with reducing poverty and improving livelihoods. African countries 

need to do their part and have created the Africa Adaptation Acceleration Program but cannot do it alone. 

Along with bold action to reduce emissions at COP26, the international community must deliver on its 

commitment to provide at least $100 billion a year in climate finance for developing countries where 

financial flows for adaptation must be on a par with financial flows for mitigation. This is essential for 

securing a sustainable global recovery.” 

 

Uhuru Kenyatta, President of Kenya said: “This program, in principle, aims to scale up and accelerate 

adaptation here in Africa by providing financial and technical support to African adaptation efforts. This 

initiative greatly paves the way for the continent to manage its climate-related challenges. It is important 

to appreciate that effective climate adaptation will require a paradigm shift that harnesses the full potential 

of science and innovation.” Ngozi Okongo-Iweala, Director-General, World Trade Organization said: 

“Ensuring that supply chains are resilient can be a key component of Africa’s adaptation strategies. This 

will require significant efforts to climate-proof key trade-related infrastructure.  Initiatives like the WTO’s 

Aid for Trade can help mobilize investment in climate-resilient infrastructure. 

 

Felix Tshisekedi, president of the Democratic Republic of Congo and Chair of the African Union said: 

“Climate change could wipe out 15 per cent of Africa’s gross domestic product by 2030. This means an 

additional 100m people in extreme poverty by the end of the decade. This is a cruel fate for a continent 



  

 

that contributes so little to global warming. Our way out is to strengthen our ability to respond and adapt 

to climate change. That’s why the African Union, working with the Global Center on Adaptation, the 

African Development Bank and other partners, is endorsing the Africa Adaptation Acceleration Program.” 

About the Global Center on Adaptation 

The Global Center on Adaptation (GCA) is an international organization that works as a solutions broker 

to accelerate action and support for adaptation solutions, from the international to the local, in partnership 

with the public and private sector, to ensure we learn from each other and work together for a climate-

resilient future. Founded in 2018, the GCA is hosted by the Netherlands, working from its headquarters 

in Rotterdam with a knowledge and research hub based in Groningen. The GCA has a worldwide network 

of regional offices in Abidjan, Ivory Coast; Dhaka, Bangladesh and Beijing, China. Through this evolving 

network of offices and global and regional GCA teams, the organization engages in high-level policy 

activities, new research contributions, communications, and technical assistance to governments and the 

private sector. 

About the Africa Adaptation Acceleration Program 

As the global solutions broker on adaptation and resilience, the Global Center on Adaptation (GCA) has 

joined forces with the African Development Bank to create the Africa Adaptation Acceleration Program 

(AAAP) focusing on bringing four critical areas for adaptation action to scale in partnership with African 

countries and partners. The four critical areas of Climate Smart Digital Technologies for Agriculture and 

Food Security; African Infrastructure Resilience Accelerator; Empowering Youth for Entrepreneurship 

and Job Creation in Climate Adaptation and Resilience and Innovative Financial Initiatives for Africa will 

help address the nexus of climate change, COVID-19, and the economy and will support African countries 

in designing and implementing transformational adaptation of their economies and post-COVID recovery 

development paths. AAAP aims to mobilize $25 billion to support Africa’s adaptation plans over five years 

($5 billion per year). The AfDB has already committed half of the total, $12.5 billion by 2025. The program 

has been endorsed by President Tshisekedi, Chair of the African Union and President Ali Bongo of Gabon, 

the African Union Champion for Adaptation. 

 

Source:  www.gca.org/programs/africa-adaptation-acceleration-program/ 
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Procurement Notices 

 

Bid Summary: Tenders Are Invited For Construction of Hostels 

Funded by:  The World Bank Group 

Bid deadline: 02 November 2021 

………………………………………………………… 

Bid Summary:  Tenders are invited for Sierra Leone Threshold Program (Tenders are invited 

for Goods to Include) 

Funded by:   Millennium Challenge Account  

Bid deadline:  10 December 2021 

………………………………………………………… 

Bid Summary: Tenders are invited for Curriculum Development for Organic Agriculture and 

Certification University Course Agri-Business Development from Organic Resources (ADORE) 

Funded by: WELTHUNGERHILFE SIERRA LEONE 

Bid deadline: 06 November 2021 

 

 
For full/more procurement’s notices, visit: 
https://www.ungm.org/Public/Notice 

https://www.nppa.gov.sl/ 

https://www.sl.undp.org/content/sierraleone/en/home/procurement.htm 

https://www.biddetail.com/global-tenders/sierra-leone-tenders 
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https://www.nppa.gov.sl/
https://www.sl.undp.org/content/sierraleone/en/home/procurement.htm
https://www.biddetail.com/global-tenders/sierra-leone-tenders


  

 

How to Protect Yourself from covid-19 

Older adults and people who have severe underlying chronic medical conditions like heart or lung disease or 
diabetes seem to be at higher risk for developing more serious complications from COVID-19 illness. Please consult 
with your health care provider about additional steps you may be able to take to protect yourself.  

                                                                                
Clean your hands often                                                                      Cover Coughs and Sneezes 

• Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds especially after you have been in 
a public place, or after blowing your nose, coughing, or sneezing. 

• If soap and water are not readily available, use a hand sanitiser that contains at least 60% alcohol. 
Cover all surfaces of your hands and rub them together until they feel dry. 

• Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed hands. 

• Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue when you cough or sneeze or use the inside of your elbow. 

• Throw used tissues in the trash. 

• Immediately wash your hands with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. If soap and water are not 
readily available, clean your hands with a hand sanitiser that contains at least 60% alcohol. 

                                                                          
       Avoid close contact                                                                             Stay home if you’re sick 

• Stay home if you are sick, and only go out when you need to get medical care.  

• Avoid close contact with people who are sick 

• Put distance between yourself and other people if COVID-19 is spreading in your community. 
This is especially important for people who are at higher risk of getting very sick. 

 
 
                                                                        
 
     Wear a facemask if you are sick                                                                Clean and disinfect       

• If you are sick: You should wear a facemask when you are around other people (e.g., sharing a room 
or vehicle) and before you enter a healthcare provider’s office. If you are not able to wear a facemask 
(for example, because it causes trouble breathing), then you should do your best to cover your coughs 
and sneezes, and people who are caring for you should wear a facemask if they enter your room. 

• If you are NOT sick: You do not need to wear a facemask unless you are caring for someone who is 
sick (and they are not able to wear a facemask). Facemasks may be in short supply and they should be 
saved for caregivers. 

SOURCES: 
1. https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/.html 
2. http://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/misinformation_related_to_the_2019_coronavirus_pandemic 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/.html


  

 

 

 

 

COLOFON 

 

Credits 
 
This newsletter is written and edited by Kemurl Fofanah for the SLNBCC. All articles are 

written by SLNBCC staff, or shared from news sources with correct references. 

 

Feedback 
 
Do you have any comments, suggestions or remarks on this newsletter? Feel free to contact 

us at any time. Please send an email to ibnfofanah@gmail.com or binta@gnbcc.net. Also, 

we are looking for more press releases from our members. If you have anything you would 

like to share with our extensive network, our monthly newsletter provides the perfect 

platform to do so. 
 

Membership 
 
If you are interested in becoming an SLNBCC Member, please contact Binta Jalloh 

directly through binta@gnbcc.net or by calling +232(0)78381007. 

 

www.slnbcc.com 
 
www.facebook.com/slnbcc 

 

Thank you for reading our newsletter, the SLNBCC team: Binta Jalloh, Kemurl Fofanah,  

 

                                                                

mailto:binta@gnbcc.net

