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Sierra Leone Covid-19 Status, September 26th, 2021 
  

Confirmed cases: 6,393 

Recovery:  4,380  

Death: 121 

   
Source: https://mohs.gov.sl/  
  

DEAR READERS, 

 We hope you are doing great. We want to encourage you to keep adhering to all the 
appropriate measures that are there to protect us from the coronavirus. 
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It is a pleasure to introduce to you today, His Excellency Mr. Jeroen Verheul, Netherlands 

Ambassador desegnated to Ghana, Sierra Leone, Liberia and Togo 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

H.E. Mr. Verheul arrived in Ghana on Wednesday 25th August, 2021 to start his duty post as 

ambassador designate, appointed by His Majesty King Willem Alexander as his official 

representative. On Thursday 2nd September, he presented his letters of credence to the President 

of the Republic of Ghana, H.E. Nana Addo Dankwa Akuffo Addo. He is accompanied by his 

wife Gonnie. 

 

In his speech delivered during his credential ceremony, he reiterated that his posting to Ghana is 

both a privilege and a duty, to do the utmost for fostering further the relationship and friendship 

between the people of Ghana and the Netherlands. 

 

HE Mr. Verheul being the kingdom of the Netherlands designated ambassador to Sierra Leone, 

is expected to make a visit and present his credentials to the presidents of Sierra Leone in due 

time. 

  

Source: https://www.facebook.com/NetherlandsEmbassyGhana 

https://www.facebook.com/NetherlandsEmbassyGhana


  

 

External debt of many least developed countries has increased significantly says minister 

Kai-Kai 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sierra Leone’s Minister of Planning and Economic Development, Dr. Francis Kai-Kai last Friday 

addressed the Ministerial Meeting of Least Developed Countries (LDCs) that seeks to overcome structural 

challenges in order to eradicate poverty, achieve internationally agreed development goals – including the 

SDGs, and enable graduation from the LDCs category. 

 

In his address, Dr. Kai-Kai said despite the pandemic, the Medium-Term National Development Plan 

(MTNDP) 2019-2023 remains Sierra Leone’s roadmap to meeting internationally agreed agendas and to 

growth and stability. “Before the COVID-19 pandemic, many of our countries had made good progress 

in implementing the sustainable development goals and meeting international targets. 

 

“The Sierra Leone MTNDP (2019-2023) was prepared with a people centred focus and aligned with the 

SDGs, Istanbul Program of Action (IPoA) commitments and the African Union Agenda 2063. We believe 

that the full implementation of the MTNDP would put us in good stead to achieving the SDGs and 

meeting the requirements of the AU Agenda 2063”, he said. The Minister said that he was optimistic that 

global efforts to roll out COVID-19 vaccines would make the vaccines more accessible and affordable in 

the Least Developed Countries, which according to him, remained their best bet at slowing down 

infections and paving the way for a return to normalcy.  

“Let me reiterate that any return to normalcy and post pandemic recovery is predicated on the availability 

of and accessibility to vaccines. We therefore renew our call for a fair and equitable access to COVID-19 

vaccines by LDCs, so that the majority of the populations in LDCs would not be left behind in the ongoing 

global vaccination drive to ensure that everyone is safe”, Dr. Kai-Kai noted, as he acknowledged the 

support provided by international partners in addressing the increased financial needs of LDCs as a result 

of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Minister Kai-Kai, however, noted that the external debt stock and debt service of many LDCs have 

increased significantly during this period; calling for scaling up of the percentage of Official Development 

Assistance (ODA) to LDCs and debt relief to their countries. The Ministers and Heads of delegation of 

the Least Developed Countries concluded with the adoption of a Ministerial Declaration, reaffirming the 

Istanbul Declaration and the Program of Action for the LDCs for the ten-year period – 2011 to 2020 and 

further reaffirming also the 2030 Agenda for SDGs. The IPoA for the Least Developed Countries was 

adopted by the 4th United Nations Conference on the LDCs held in Istanbul, Turkey in May 2011. 

Source: https://www.thesierraleonetelegraph.com/external-debt-of-many-least-developed-countries-has-

increased-significantly-says-minister-kai-kai/ 

https://www.thesierraleonetelegraph.com/external-debt-of-many-least-developed-countries-has-increased-significantly-says-minister-kai-kai/
https://www.thesierraleonetelegraph.com/external-debt-of-many-least-developed-countries-has-increased-significantly-says-minister-kai-kai/


  

 

Food systems dialogue report presented to president Bio 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Minister of State in the office of the Vice President, Mrs Francess Piagie Algalie on Wednesday presented 

a report on the country’s food systems to President Dr Julius Maada Bio, noting that they have worked 

collaboratively with several partners to ensure the recommendations can help boost the country’s food 

production and sustainability. 

 

United Nations Resident Coordinator, Dr. Babatunde Ahonsi, expressed gratitude to the President for his 

robust leadership in ensuring that Sierra Leone participated in the dialogue process through the office of 

the Vice President, as the focal point. 

 

He said that the main idea is to transform the country’s food systems, adding that the dialogue was 

consultative, and the report contained recommendations if fully implemented would help the food systems 

and transform food production. Speaking on behalf of donor partners, the Irish Ambassador to Sierra 

Leone, Claire Buckley, said they are pleased to be part of the process as they have invested a lot of funds 

on food security. 

 

Presenting the report to President Bio, Minister of Agriculture and Food Security, Dr Abubakar Karim, 

said food production has been interrupted mainly because of national disasters and that the report is timely. 

He said the country needs multisectoral policy in a bid to transform food systems. 

 

He thanked all donors and the United Nations for their support towards the process and assured them of 

implementing the recommendations. 



  

 

Addressing the meeting, President Julius Maada Bio thanked the team for working intensively and 

collaboratively to ensure they put out a detailed report. 

 

He expressed delight at the support from donors who participated and ensured the process was 

consultative, adding that his government’s main initiative is human capital development, and that food 

security is an integral part of the initiative. He stated that the country has the necessary conditions but 

needs systems in place that would help the process. 

 

Source: https://www.thesierraleonetelegraph.com/food-systems-dialogue-report-presented-to-

president-bio/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.thesierraleonetelegraph.com/food-systems-dialogue-report-presented-to-president-bio/
https://www.thesierraleonetelegraph.com/food-systems-dialogue-report-presented-to-president-bio/


  

 

Taking covid vaccine is the only way out – NaCOVERC tells bars, restaurants, club and 

hotels 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Owners of bars, restaurants, clubs and hotels in Freetown, met with Ministry of Tourism and the National 

Corona Virus Emergency Response Centre (NaCOVERC) officials in Aberdeen, Freetown, where they 

discussed the impact of the pandemic on the tourism sector and leisure businesses. 

 

They also spoke about the way forward regarding the implementation of COVID-19 enhanced prevention 

measures by businesses. It is estimated that Sierra Leone’s tourism and leisure sector is losing millions of 

dollars every year since the start of the pandemic in March 2020, as well as putting thousands of people 

out of work across the country. 

 

Spokesperson for NaCOVERC, Solomon Jamiru said that the Pandemic is now taking a different turn, 

making life more difficult for most people. He said that as the fight against the virus continues, the key 

decision to scale down restrictions must be informed by the epidemiological data.  

 

He told leisure business owners that as the third wave of the virus continues to strike, the priority of the 

government is to protect the lives of its citizens and that restrictions on entertainment and the hospitality 

sector will continue to be in force. 

 

But he called on the sector leaders to bring forward proposals to NaCOVERC and other stakeholders 

outlining workable options for the safe resumption of activities in the sector, as he assured them that the 

government is ready to listen and take action to open up the sector. 

 



  

 

He said that government itself wants to see resumption of normal business operations but will not 

compromise public health. The only ultimate protection against the virus he said is vaccination. To this 

end, he encouraged vaccination of everyone in the sector. 

 

Minister of Tourism and Cultural Affairs, Dr. Memunatu Pratt noted that COVID-19 has ravaged the 

hospitality sector but informed the sector leaders that they are determined to minimize impact by taking 

the necessary precautions. She encouraged and appealed to all in the sector to take the vaccine and raise 

awareness about the importance of vaccination. 

 

Sector leaders pleaded with the Tourism Ministry and NaCOVERC to increase sensitization on the 

importance of vaccination and dispel negative myths and propaganda which they said are hindering uptake. 

 

Source: https://www.thesierraleonetelegraph.com/taking-covid-vaccine-is-the-only-way-out-nacoverc-

tells-bars-restaurants-club-and-hotels/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.thesierraleonetelegraph.com/taking-covid-vaccine-is-the-only-way-out-nacoverc-tells-bars-restaurants-club-and-hotels/
https://www.thesierraleonetelegraph.com/taking-covid-vaccine-is-the-only-way-out-nacoverc-tells-bars-restaurants-club-and-hotels/


  

 

Procurement Notices 

 

Bid Summary: Tenders are invited for Provision Of Consultancy Services 

Funded by:  Save The Children 

Bid deadline: 29 October 2021 

………………………………………………………… 

Bid Summary:  Tenders are invited for Sierra Leone Threshold Program (Tenders are invited 

for Goods to Include) 

Funded by:   Millennium Challenge Account  

Bid deadline:  10 December 2021 

………………………………………………………… 

Bid Summary: General Procurement Notice for Sierra Leone Threshold Program 

Funded by: Millennium Challenge Account (MCA) 

Bid deadline: 21 October 2021 

 

 
For full/more procurement’s notices, visit: 
https://www.ungm.org/Public/Notice 

https://www.nppa.gov.sl/ 

https://www.sl.undp.org/content/sierraleone/en/home/procurement.htm 

https://www.biddetail.com/global-tenders/sierra-leone-tenders 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.ungm.org/Public/Notice
https://www.nppa.gov.sl/
https://www.sl.undp.org/content/sierraleone/en/home/procurement.htm
https://www.biddetail.com/global-tenders/sierra-leone-tenders


  

 

How to Protect Yourself from covid-19 

Older adults and people who have severe underlying chronic medical conditions like heart or lung disease or 
diabetes seem to be at higher risk for developing more serious complications from COVID-19 illness. Please consult 
with your health care provider about additional steps you may be able to take to protect yourself.  

                                                                                
Clean your hands often                                                                      Cover Coughs and Sneezes 

• Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds especially after you have been in 
a public place, or after blowing your nose, coughing, or sneezing. 

• If soap and water are not readily available, use a hand sanitiser that contains at least 60% alcohol. 
Cover all surfaces of your hands and rub them together until they feel dry. 

• Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed hands. 

• Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue when you cough or sneeze or use the inside of your elbow. 

• Throw used tissues in the trash. 

• Immediately wash your hands with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. If soap and water are not 
readily available, clean your hands with a hand sanitiser that contains at least 60% alcohol. 

                                                                          
       Avoid close contact                                                                             Stay home if you’re sick 

• Stay home if you are sick, and only go out when you need to get medical care.  

• Avoid close contact with people who are sick 

• Put distance between yourself and other people if COVID-19 is spreading in your community. 
This is especially important for people who are at higher risk of getting very sick. 

 
 
                                                                        
 
     Wear a facemask if you are sick                                                                Clean and disinfect       

• If you are sick: You should wear a facemask when you are around other people (e.g., sharing a room 
or vehicle) and before you enter a healthcare provider’s office. If you are not able to wear a facemask 
(for example, because it causes trouble breathing), then you should do your best to cover your coughs 
and sneezes, and people who are caring for you should wear a facemask if they enter your room. 

• If you are NOT sick: You do not need to wear a facemask unless you are caring for someone who is 
sick (and they are not able to wear a facemask). Facemasks may be in short supply and they should be 
saved for caregivers. 

SOURCES: 
1. https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/.html 
2. http://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/misinformation_related_to_the_2019_coronavirus_pandemic 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/.html


  

 

 

 

 

COLOFON 

 

Credits 
 
This newsletter is written and edited by Kemurl Fofanah for the SLNBCC. All articles are 

written by SLNBCC staff, or shared from news sources with correct references. 

 

Feedback 
 
Do you have any comments, suggestions or remarks on this newsletter? Feel free to contact 

us at any time. Please send an email to ibnfofanah@gmail.com or binta@gnbcc.net. Also, 

we are looking for more press releases from our members. If you have anything you would 

like to share with our extensive network, our monthly newsletter provides the perfect 

platform to do so. 
 

Membership 
 
If you are interested in becoming an SLNBCC Member, please contact Binta Jalloh 

directly through binta@gnbcc.net or by calling +232(0)78381007. 

 

www.slnbcc.com 
 
www.facebook.com/slnbcc 

 

Thank you for reading our newsletter, the SLNBCC team: Binta Jalloh, Kemurl Fofanah,  

 

                                                                

mailto:binta@gnbcc.net

