
 

 

Newsletter vol. 24- January 2020 
 
We are delighted to present to you our 1st monthly newsletter of 2020, filled with relevant stories 
and updates concerning business opportunities, SLNBCC updates developments in the private 
sector and other news. 

 
In this issue we have the following articles to share with you: 

 
• SLNBCC organises an Informal Lunch Event for its Members 

 
• CSR: The Think Africa Institute Way 

 
• Launch of the World Bank’s Diversification Study Report 

 
• My government will diversify Sierra Leone’s economy – says president Bio at London Summit 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We hope that you enjoy reading this edition and that it will give you some valuable 

insights, the SLNBCC team: Binta Jalloh, Esther Kamara  and Memuna Bayoh 

 

 

 

 



 

SLNBCC organises an Informal Lunch Event for its Members. 

On Wednesday the 22nd of January 2020, the Sierra Leone Netherlands Business and Culture 

Council (SLNBCC) organised an informal lunch event in honour of the short visit of the General 

Manger of the Ghana Netherlands Business and Culture Council (GNBCC), Tjalling Wiarda. The 

event took place at CB’s restaurant at the Sierra Leone Maritime, Government Wharf. The invite 

list was mostly made up of SLNBCC membership and a few representatives from other private 

sector companies as well as our partners, the Sierra Leone Import and Export Agency (SLIEPA) 

and the Sierra Leone Chamber for Agribusiness Development (SLECAD).   

The lunch started off with brief statements from Binta Jalloh, the Program Manager for the 

SLNBCC and Tjalling Wiarda. The event presented an opportunity for a roundtable discussion 

among SLNBCC members on recent developments in the business climate in Sierra Leone and 

the role the Council could play in addressing these challenges whilst also highlighting the few 

opportunities available especially from the Dutch government. 

SLNBCC assured its membership of their continued support towards promoting trade and 

bilateral relations between Sierra Leone and the Kingdom of Netherlands, and asked the members 

how they could upgrade the current services of the council as they strive towards being an 

independent chamber by July 2020. 

By Memuna Bayoh (SLNBCC) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

CSR: The Think Africa Institute Way 

 

When it comes to Corporate Social Responsibility in my country, much of it has been thought as 

Charity by many Sierra Leoneans and a marketing strategy for many corporate companies in Sierra 

Leone. But within all this rubble of misconceptions about what is and what isn’t CSR, I manage 

to find within our SLNBCC membership, a company that is setting CSR policies worth emulating. 

It was purely for this reason I had an interview with one of the owners of Think Africa Institute, 

Mr. Simon Tsike-Sossa. 

The Think Africa Institute is a consultancy firm owned by Simon and Annemieke Tsike-Sossa and 

is registered both in the Netherlands and Sierra Leone as a limited liability company. Think Africa 

Institute was founded upon three principles; creating knowledge, sharing knowledge and shedding 

knowledge.   

So what does CSR mean to Think Africa Institute? 

Think Africa Institute envisions CSR as the everyday things the company can give or do for society 

guided by their three principles. As a consultancy firm, they spend ten percent towards their CSR 

projects that is in line with their three principles. An example of this is their independently self 

funded report on Government’s first Hundred days in office, or simply put, the Government 

tracker. This report is available on their website for free download and it provides unbiased views 

about the progress of the government in delivering of its promises. 

Why is Think Africa Institute implementing CSR policies? 

Think Africa Institute believes that CSR is a way of life and that businesses must not be all about 

money but rather the Social good we are solving. In as much as businesses seek to make profit, 

they should not allow money to define them. 



 

How does Think Africa Institute ensure equal chances for both men and Women? 

Think Africa Institute is working to make women’s voices heard and believes that Gender must 

be a way of thinking. As such, their next research project would include three women and one 

man as and they would also strike towards collecting gender equal data. 

What Environmental policies are currently being implemented by Think Africa Institute? 

Currently, Think Africa Institute relies on solar for 90% of its energy and is working towards 

getting that number to 100 %. Aside from the solar energy, Think Africa Institute is also involved 

in other agricultural projects within their office space; such as their worry to dispose unfinished 

foods which would be later used as a fertilizer for their plants, they are also rearing chicks and 

most of the crops are being eaten by the Staff at Think Africa Institute. 

Are there any plans to organise workshops on CSR for corporate companies? 

Although Think Africa Institute has the resources to deliver such a workshop for corporate 

companies, they currently do not have the in house capacity. 

By Memuna Bayoh (SLNBCC) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Launch of the World Bank’s Diversification Study Report 

 

On Tuesday the 14th of January 2020, the Sierra Leone Netherlands Business and Culture Council 

were invited to the launch of the Sierra Leone Economic Diversification Study report at the 

Radisson Blu hotel in Freetown Sierra Leone. This multi stake holder event was well attended by 

members from the public, private and multinational organisations.  

In the opening remarks by Dr. Gayle H. Martin, the World Bank Country Manager, the economic 

diversification report is intended to make a positive. The positive difference could involve moving 

out of subsistence agriculture, structural diversification, creating jobs and employment or even 

moving out of fragility. 

The representative of the Ministry of Planning and Economic Development, Dr. Sheka Bangura, 

in his remarks emphasized the commitment of the Government of Sierra Leone towards 

implementing the recommendations of the world bank study report as ‘’2020 has been declared as 

a year of implementation by the Government of Sierra Leone’’. These words received loud 

applauses from the gathering as it was encouraging to know that all the vital information in the 

report would not just be stored in the book shelf, but rather be put to good use and implemented 

to develop Sierra Leone.  Dr. Sheka Bangura appreciated the report as he said it presented a 

‘’walking out of fragility roadmap’’. 

 

 



 

The Keynote address was delivered by Honourable Sheku Bangura who said that World Bank is 

called the ‘’Knowledge Bank as it influences the way we consider development’’. Honourable 

Sheku Bangura highlighted the focus areas of government such as; achieving a middle income 

Status by 2039, working on a national micro credit scheme, relentless fight against corruption, 

prioritizing human development, improving the ease of doing business and improving productivity 

and implementation. 

The presentation of the report was done by its authors Youssouf Kiendrebeogo (Senior 

Economist, World Bank) and Kemoh Mansaray (Senior Economist, World Bank) who highlighted 

key areas within the report and analysed the data 

The panel discussion on the recommendations that followed after the presentation had 

representative from the European Union, Invest in Sierra Leone, Tertiary Vocational Education 

and Training and the Ministry of Finance. The panel discussion was followed by a question and 

answer session. 

In as much as the event presented an opportunity for members of the private sector to get a clear 

road map on Government’s priority areas within the next few years, it also created the space for 

‘’Public Private Dialogue’’ which many representatives from the private sector say is lacking and is 

one of the major challenges hindering private sector growth. 

By Memuna Bayoh (SLNBCC) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

My government will diversify Sierra Leone’s economy – 
says president Bio at London Summit 

By Abdul Rashid Thomas Sierra Leone Telegraph, 21 January 2020 

 

President Dr Julius Maada Bio yesterday, assured investors at the UK-Africa Summit in London 
that his government is determined to diversify Sierra Leone’s economy, and guarantee a business-
friendly ecosystem with a win-win outcome for potential investors. 

Sierra Leone is highly dependent on mineral exports, with iron ore, diamond, gold, and rutile 
contributing to over 60% of the country’s GDP. 

But such reliance has become unsustainable. The government must diversify and broaden its 
taxation base, if it is to promote higher growth, job creation and prosperity. 

Speaking at the clean energy transformation session at the London Summit yesterday, the President 
spoke about key reforms his government has put in place to enhance and promote investments in 
the resource-rich West African nation, also with a promising tourism industry. 

This is president Bio speaking in London about why he has prioritised Free Quality 
Education: 

 



He referenced the country’s Investment Board, which he said has been set up to not only be a 
one-stop-shop for businesses, but also to provide aftercare support that would protect investments 
in the country. 

He further cited the strides that have been made, through support from the British Government 
investing in Sierra Leone’s off-grid clean energy to communities around the country. This, he said, 
has opened up many opportunities for potential investors wishing to invest in renewable energy 
in Sierra Leone. 

On the margins of the summit, President Bio also met the World Bank Group’s President, David 
Malpass, who commended his leadership model of efficient public financial management. He said 
the Bank would continue to support the government of Sierra Leone, including its Free Quality 
Education programme. 

In another meeting, the United Kingdom Minister for Africa – Andrew Stephenson MP, informed 
President Bio that he will be visiting Sierra Leone to look at the projects that the British 
government has supported. He added that his government will continue to support the 
government of Sierra Leone and assured of DfID’s continued support for the country’s flagship 
free quality education programme. 

Speaking to potential investors, President Bio said that Sierra Leone is open for business. He spoke 
about the effects of the civil war, Ebola and corruption. The country, under his leadership he said, 
is fighting corruption; ensuring that doing business in Sierra Leone is simple, and guarantees profit 
repatriation. 

The UK-Africa Investment Summit 2020 is an initiative of the British Government, which brings 
together investors from around the UK to meet and explore the key investment potentials in 
Africa. 

The British Prime Minister, addressing the summit, affirmed that the UK was looking forward to 

partnering with Africa to achieve prosperity as Britain looked forward to leaving the European 

Union. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

Do you have any comments, suggestions or remarks on this newsletter? Feel free to contact us 
at any time. Please send an email to esther.slnbcc@gmail.com or to binta@gnbcc.net, or leave a 
message on our Facebook page: www.facebook.com/slnbcc. Also, we are looking for more 
press releases by our members. If you have anything you would like to share with our extensive 
network, our monthly newsletter provides the perfect platform to do so. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
If you are interested in becoming a SLNBCC Member, please contact Binta Jalloh, the Project 
Manager SLNBCC, directly through binta@gnbcc.net or by calling +232(0)78381007. 

 

 
Thank you for reading our newsletter, the SLNBCC team Binta Jalloh, Esther Kamara and 

Memuna Bayoh. 
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