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Newsletter vol. 17- March 2019 

We are delighted to present to you our monthly newsletter, filled with relevant stories and updates concerning 
business opportunities, SLNBCC updates developments in the private sector and other news. 

In this issue we have the following articles to share with you: 

• SLNBCC Website Launch Event 

• Member news: Solidaridad Hosts National Learning Event  

• SLNBCC Guest: Sibbe Jan Noppert 

• Minister Alie Kabba Speaks in London about Sierra Leone Investment Potential 

• President Bio Launches National Development Plan 2019-2023 

• Unspoilt Natural Beauty of  Sierra Leone Reaches Out to Eco-tourists 
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We hope that you enjoy reading this edition and that it will give you some valuable insights. 
With kind regards, 
the SLNBCC team. 



SLNBCC Website Launch- Strategies For A Digital Portfolio 

February 15th- Freetown 

On Friday the 15th of  February, SLNBCC members and partners gathered to witness the official launching of  the SLNBCC 
website. During the launching, SLNBCC’s Esther Kamara gave a presentation on ‘Online Marketing for Companies’ in order to 
advise and inform the SLNBCC network on digital marketing strategies. The event was held at the Tic Tack Yum Yum 2 Sim 
Bar and restaurant. In this article, Memuna Bayoh, the new SLNBCC intern, describes the event and highlights the importance of  
digital marketing for Sierra Leonean businesses.  

The purpose of  the website is to provide information 
and services to members and potential members about 
Sierra Leone Netherlands Business and Council and 
Culture.   

Indeed, in this day and age, technology is power. It has 
helped us reach large numbers of  people now more 
than ever before. But yet little Sierra Leonean 
companies are making their voices heard when it 
comes to having an online presence. Forget about the 
billboards, newspapers or radio adverts, this can be 
useful when reaching Sierra Leonean audiences, but not 
international audiences. In order to reach out to 
international partners, establishing yourself  online is 
the first step.  

The presentation was done by Esther Kamara. It 
provided useful information for business owners on 
how online marketing can be used as tools to enhance 
your business capabilities. It allows you not only to 
reach new investors and partners, it also gives you the 
opportunity to listen to the concerns, reviews and 
questions of  your client and incorporate this feedback. 

After the presentation, participants had the opportunity 
to ask questions. Some asked how they could get in 
touch with a website developer so that they could develop their own websites. 

The challenges and the success of  online marketing were also discussed. One of  such challenges hindering 
most companies from having their own websites is the cost involved with website development.  Because of  
this, companies tend to go for cheaper online marketing tools such as Whatsapp, Facebook, and Instagram. 
Although these options are cheap and affordable, they can generate fake news and are hard to control and 
measure. Furthermore,  having a website serves as a better option for foreign investors who are looking for 
sources with credible information. 

Potential business partners in search of  business ventures and opportunities often rely on the internet as the 
first reference point. Without an online presence, your company can be overlooked.  

By Memuna Bayoh (SLNBCC) 



Member news: Solidaridad Hosts National Learning Event 
On the 26th of  February 2019, Solidaridad organised a National Learning and Exchange Workshop on Practical 
Applications of  the Provisions of  the National Land Policy in the Context of  Agricultural Investments in 
Sierra Leone at the Golden Tulip Hotel. 

The main theme for the event was ‘’Implementation of  the National Land Policy in the context of  Responsible 
Agricultural Investments’’. The event was divided into three segments. The first segment of  the workshop 
contained welcome remarks and opening statements from various speakers within the Public sector including 
Hon Dr. Denis M Sandy(Minster of  Lands, Housing and Environment), Hon. Anthony Y. Brewah(Minister of  
Local Government and Rural Development, Representatives’ from DFID and Country Representative of  
Solidaridad Nicolas Jengre.  

The second segment was dedicated to the LEGEND project. In 2016, Solidaridad lunched the Land 
Enhancing Governance for Economic Development (LEGEND) project in Sierra Leone with the objective to 
facilitate enabling policies on Land Governance by ensuring that the land acquisition procedures of  large scale 
agricultural investor Natural Habitats (NH) meet the national and international best practices. 

The impact of  the LEGEND project has been significant and it has created awareness on land governance 
issues across seven chiefdoms. Presentations was done by Solidaridad, Natural Habitat and Namati, this was 
followed by moderated questions. Community stakeholders also shared their experiences about the Legend 
project and its impact in settling land disputes and promoting responsible agricultural development in their 
various communities. 

    SLNBCC Team at the National Learning Event 

The third segment of  the workshop highlighted the experiences of  private investor companies such as Sierra 
Tropical, Gold Tree Holdings, SocFin Agricultural Co.; Lizard Earth. 

A new Agricultural Investment Approval Process (AIAP) for Sierra Leone was also presented by Victor 
Bangura from the Sierra Leone Investment and Export Promotion Agency (SLIEPA). Breakout groups were 
then formed for thematic discussions followed by feedbacks.  

In summary, the event created an atmosphere where lessons learnt from the program could be discussed 
among stakeholders and in turn possible actions to infuse learning experiences into practical applications. 

By Memuna Bayoh (SLNBCC) 



SLNBCC Receives Dutch Investor 
February/March, Freetown- For nine days, SLNBCC had the honour of  receiving Sibbe Jan Noppert, a 
Dutch entrepreneur who works for the De Nieuwe VOC BV. He has had an interest in the region of  West 
Africa since 2015, but was hindered due to the Ebola virus outbreak. At the end of  2018, he got in touch with 
the SLNBCC’s Esther Kamara and after some initial discussions, mr. Noppert embarked on his trip to Sierra 
Leone. 
 
Mr. Noppert had special interest in the agriculture sector. In advance to his visit, the SLNBCC team had pre-
arranged meetings and appointments with various stakeholders within the public and private sector. 

               Tradin Organic Visited by Mr. Noppert 

National partners 
In accordance with protocols, the first meeting was with the Sierra Leone Investment and Export Promotion 
Agency (SLIEPA). This agency is a gateway for starting a business in Sierra Leone, providing advice on the 
opportunities as well as the challenges of  venturing into business in the country.  

As of  now, the Government of  Sierra Leone (GoSL) is looking for ways to diversify the economy and limiting 
importing goods. One of  the sectors that could provide a solution is agriculture, and the GoSL is targeting rice 
specifically; 140.000 hectares of  land has been identified for rice production.  

Apart from SLIEPA, mr. Noppert also visited the Sierra Leone Chamber for Agribusiness Development 
(SLeCAD),  the Ministry of  Lands, Housing and Country Planning, the Ministry of  Trade and Ministry of  
Agriculture. The message of  the government is clear; providing the right climate to promote sustainable trade 
and investment. As such, the GoSL is providing incentives to investors and tackling corruption. 

Private sector partners 
During his visit, mr. Noppert explored the country and visited numerous member companies active within the 
agriculture sector. He went to Lungi, Yele, Makeni, Bo, Kabala, Moyamba, Kenema and the Western Area 
Peninsular. Our members were welcoming and accommodating, and provided useful first-hand experiences on 
doing business in the country.  
Mr. Noppert was positive about his stay and the SLNBCC team is looking forward to being of  assistance in the 
future. 
By Memuna Bayoh (SLNBCC) 



Minister Alie Kabba speaks in London about Sierra Leone 
investment potential 
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Sierra Leone’s minister of  foreign affairs and international cooperation- Dr Alie Kabba has concluded a four-
day working visit to the UK, hosted by the Sierra Leone High Commissioner to the UK and Ireland, Mr 
Tamba Lamina. The aim of  minister Kabba’s visit was to promote the Sierra Leone government’s new foreign 
policy orientation of  economic diplomacy, and has desire to strategically redirect the focus of  the London 
Mission in deepening bilateral cooperation with the government of  the United Kingdom, as well as strengthen 
Sierra Leone’s multilateral engagement with the commonwealth. 

Sierra Leone needs $500 million of  investment in key economic sectors, such as fishery, tourism, agriculture, 
agro-processing, timber products and manufacturing, and energy, to end its over-reliance on mining exports. 
Millions of  young people are unemployed and looking up to the almost a year old government led by President 
Julius Maada Bio for job opportunities. The economy suffered a massive blow from the recent Ebola epidemic 
and global economic downturn, which saw prices of  mining exports fall by almost 50%, with an 
unprecedented impact on government revenue. Minister Kabba held meetings with the UK minister of  state 
for Africa- Harriet Baldwin, the Commonwealth Secretary General- Patricia Scotland, and Conservative MP 
and former UK international development minister- Andrew Mitchell, to speak about the core priorities of  the 
New Direction and the anti-poverty agenda of  the government of  President Julius Maada Bio. 

Kabba drew the attention of  the UK government to the changing priorities on the ground in favour in favour 
of  trade and investment, rather than social programmes that have attracted the bulk of  UK Aid to Sierra 
Leone. The ministers also meet with a cross section of  Sierra Leone Diaspora Community and discussed the 
positive transformation taking place in Sierra Leone under the New Direction. He spoke about the very 
important role Sierra Leoneans living and working in the UK has to play in helping to develop the country. 
Also this week, Sierra Leone’s High Commissioner to the UK and Ireland- Mr Tamba Lamina, presented his 
credentials to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth at Buckingham Palace in London.  

Addressing a reception held after meeting the Queen, High Commissioner Lamina spoke about the immense 
changes taking place in Sierra Leone today, and called on Sierra Leoneans in the Diaspora to engage with the 
High Commission to support the government’s efforts.  Allie Kabba was also on the BBC Focus on Africa 
speaking to Hassan Harouni. 

Source: The Sierra Leone Telegraph 



President Bio launches National Development Plan 2019-2023 

!  
February 2019, Mohamed Kabba 

President Julius Maada Bio has launched the Medium Term National Development Plan 2019-2023, at the 
Bintumani Conference Centre yesterday Thursday 28 February 2019.  The plan has four goals with eight 
clusters with 48 sub-clusters to address issues around social and macroeconomic development, human capital 
development, diversifying the economy and promoting growth, infrastructure and economic competitiveness, 
governance and accountability, empowering women, children and people with disabilities, youth employment, 
sports and migration, addressing vulnerabilities and building resilience and plan implementation. President Bio 
said all partners are going to work towards the plan in the area of  transforming the country. He said 10 months 
ago, in his Parliamentary address, identified key national priorities needed for growth and development. He said 
we needed a comprehensive blueprint for sustainable long-term development that is consistent with global 
targets especially the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). The President said the process of  developing a 
development plan should be owned and driven by citizens in an inclusive, consultation and participatory 
manner in a domesticated way in line with the national context. He said the government development plan 
should avoid duplicity and waste in government in actualizing the principles of  transparency and 
accountability. The document is to guide development in the country for the next five years. The plan is a 
reflection of  national visions with inputs from all sectors across the country. The President said consultations 
were held and at least 2 million people within and outside the country made meaningful contributions into the 
development of  the document.  “We have identified our own unique development needs shouldering our 
responsibilities and fearing for our own destiny. This is a learning process for us all, which is completely owned 
by us and it has been domesticated to fit our domestic realities.” He continued, “The nationwide consultation 
that primarily informed the medium term national development plan shows that Sierra Leone development 
needs are diverse and enormous.” He said institutions that are responsible for driving growth and development 
were politicized, bloated and lacked capacity and were ultimately corrupt. Widespread looting of  development 
resources by officials and politicians has contributed greatly to the under-development of  the country. There 
were no accountability mechanisms within neither government nor development partners. He said corruption 
was endemic with no coherent planning. “When people who are charged with executing development plans or 
projects are corrupt and engaged in fraud, waste and abuse of  resources will prevail. There will be no 
development. When there is no discipline, political will from the highest level of  power, no structures, then 
there will be no development. The UNDP Resident Coordinator in Sierra Leone said the Medium Term 
Development Plan is in line with the Sustainable Development Goals and the African Union road map. He said 
no government in the world could achieve the SDGs alone. The Resident Coordinator pledged their continued 
support and called on all MDAs, Parliament, civil society and citizens, to do all they can in ensuring the goals 
are achieved by performing sectorial roles in monitoring and evaluating the plan. 

Source: The Sierra Leone Telegraph 



Unspoilt natural beauty of  Sierra Leone reaches out to eco-tourists 

24 February 2019- Amin Kef  
Once devastated by war and conflict, Sierra Leone is often overlooked as an attractive tourist destination. 
However, this melting pot of  colourful cultures with it buzzing capital, tropical rain forest, unforgettable 
wildlife and white-sand beaches, definitely deserves its place in the glossy international travel magazines. 

The Sierra Leone National Tourist Board and Ministry of  Tourism recently told the press at World Travel 
Market in London that, the country is changing its narrative and improve its national image. The minister also 
mentioned that Sierra Leone has high hopes for tourism to become the country’s lead industry. 
In an age where travellers are increasingly looking for off-the-beaten-track, unknown and authentic experiences, 
Sierra Leone truly check all the boxes. 
The country features long stretches of  empty and uninterrupted beaches, unique cultural experiences and 
unforgettable wildlife. 
The most beautiful beach in Africa can be found near Tokeh, according to locals. 
Tokeh is a small coastal village on the Western Area Peninsula where local people are always happy to invite 
tourists to join them on fishing trips, showing them how to smoke fish; or inviting them to have a drink in the 
Palm wine bar. 
Tokeh is home to a large holiday resort called “The Place,” and there are other accommodations available, as 
well. 
Sierra Leone’s 250 miles of  pristine Atlantic coastline is dotted with little “hidden” islands: Sherbro is the 
biggest, while the three Banana Islands lie just across from Freetown. Bunce Island, in Freetown’s massive 
natural harbour, is the most developed, and the Turtle Islands are the most unspoiled. 
Sierra Leone’s islands show incredible potential when it comes to eco-tourism. The previously forgotten Tasso 
Island, for example, lies at the heart of  one of  Africa’s most precious wetlands, the Sierra Leone River Estuary. 
Tasso Island has its own resort, which is run by the Tasso Ecotourism Project, a community business that aims 
to bring new jobs and improve the livelihoods of  the 5,000 islanders who currently rely entirely on fishing. 



The Tasso resort features five wooden beachside chalets and a restaurant, built around the trunk of  a baobab 
tree. The Island is a great base for local walks, and exploration of  the estuary. 
Meanwhile, the Tiwai Island Wildlife Sanctuary, in the central-south area of  the country, reportedly offers the 
second highest concentration of  primates in the world. 
Rare and endangered species such as the Diana monkey and the pygmy hippopotamus can be found in the 
sanctuary. 
Visitors to Tiwai Island can spend a few days hiking through beautiful natural settings, learning about the rich 
cultural and historical heritage of  the Mende people. 
The Heritage Trail on the island is a community created and managed experience that will introduce visitors to 
the everyday life of  the communities that surround the Tiwai Island Wildlife Sanctuary. 
The Kambama village is usually the starting point for all Heritage Trails on Tiwai Island. In Kambama, there is 
a blacksmith who is essential to the working life of  all villagers, an herbalist who is knowledgeable in herbal 
medicines, and an eco-campsite that was created and is now run by the town speaker, Chief  Hindowa Kamara, 
and other community members. 
The most remote community on the heritage trail, Segbewema can only be accessed by bush trails and has 
retained some of  the mysterious qualities of  Sierra Leone’s rural communities. Characterized by its small, 
tightly built thatch huts, this village is a window into times past. 
It is possible, on the heritage trail, to enjoy a home-stay at Segbewema and experience how people live their 
daily lives. 
The main ecotourism draw card for Sierra Leone, however, remains the Tacugama Chimpanzee Sanctuary. It is 
famous for its rehabilitation efforts for domesticated chimps. The sanctuary opened in 1995, although the story 
started long before that. 
In 1988, the owners, Bala and Sharmila Amerasekaran, bought a sick chimpanzee on the street and nursed it 
back to health. This was a life-altering experience, as their fondness and knowledge of  these animals grew. They 
later discovered the dangers that chimpanzees face in Sierra Leone and how they are treated in captivity. And 
over the years, their hard work transpired into the creation of  the sanctuary that stands today. 
Today, most chimps that arrive at the sanctuary are less than five years old and would normally still be suckling 
milk from their mothers. Many are maltreated by their owners, injured, malnourished or disabled abandoned or 
illegally sold as pets. 
Tourists can visit the sanctuary and see the chimps on a guided forest walk. But the sanctuary offers more than 
only site visits. 
Tacugama aims to be at the forefront of  preserving Sierra Leone’s remaining wildlife through education, 
community support and ecotourism. The sanctuary has become an eco-tourism hub with six eco-lodges and a 
variety of  activities for both tourists and locals. 
There are many routes around the beautiful surroundings of  Tacugama, offering hikers a range of  day trails 
and paths to explore, peaks to summit and views to take in. 
Sierra Leone won’t stay a secret for too long. International Travel Agencies should advise their customers to 
visit this beautiful part of  Africa, before everyone discovers its beauty. 
Source- Sierra Leone Telegraph 
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Do you have any comments, suggestions or remarks on this newsletter? Feel free to contact us at any time. 
Please send an email to esther.slnbcc@gmail.com or to binta@gnbcc.net, or leave a message on our Facebook 
page: www.facebook.com/slnbcc. Also, we are looking for more press releases by our members. If  you have 
anything you would like to share with our extensive network, our monthly newsletter provides the perfect 
platform to do so. 

If  you are interested in becoming a SLNBCC Member, please contact Binta Jalloh, the Project Manager 
SLNBCC, directly through binta@gnbcc.net or by calling +232(0)78381007.    
Thank you for reading our newsletter, the SLNBCC team Binta Jalloh, Esther Kamara and Memuna Bayoh.  
___________________________________________________________________________
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SLNBCC 
No. 8 Dundas Street 
Freetown, Sierra Leone 
+232 (0)78381007 
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