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We are delighted to present to you our monthly newsletter, filled with relevant stories and 
updates concerning business opportunities, SLNBCC updates developments in the private sector 
and other news. 

In this issue we have the following articles to share with you: 

• UPDATE- Collaboration between EvoFenedex, STC-Nestra and SLNBCC 

• The Sierra Leone Investment Seminar in Accra- A Critical Look 

• Call for applications: CBI is looking for SME’s involved with cocoa farming 

• Sierra Leone Agriculture Minister Launches Agribusiness Support Service for Farmers 

• World Bank Approves $40 Million to Support Policy Reforms and Inclusive Growth in Sierra 
Leone 

We hope that you enjoy reading this edition and that it will give you some valuable insights. 

- the SLNBCC team: Binta Jalloh, Esther Kamara and Memuna Bayoh 



UPDATE- Collaboration Between EvoFenedex, STC-Nestra 
and SLNBCC 
 

April 4th- Freetown, Sierra Leone 

October last year, Evofenedex and STC-Nestra in partnership with SLNBCC successfully organised their 
first logistics and customs training at the Sierra Leone Import and Export Agency  (SLIEPA) office.  The 
training was sponsored by the Dutch government after they had sent aid in the form of  medical supplies 
to Sierra Leone during the Ebola crisis, but there was a delay in distribution. 

Customs training 

It was therefore imperative that one of  the trainings dealt with customs, organised for workers at the 
Queen Elizabeth Water Quay 11, Cline Town. About 25 participants from three institutions received 
training, including Freetown Terminal [SL] Limited, Nectar Sierra Leone Bulk Terminal [NSBT] and 
Sierra Leone Ports Authority. The training took place at the Ports training school from the 13th to the 15th 
of  March.  

The training was conducted by Guy Motchebe, an expert regarding customs and logistics, who facilitated 
the learning process with visuals, practical applications, and group discussions. Participants were grateful 
for the training, and commented that regardless of  their former experience, they benefitted tremendously. 
The 3-day training was free of  charge, and upon finalisation participants received a certificate. They 
expressed that they would appreciate more of  such opportunities in the future.  

In view of  this, due to the high interest of  participants, a follow up training will be organised in May. This 
will mainly target other workers who were unable to participate due to the high number of  registrants. 



Meeting with IPAM 
On the 20th of  March 2019, representatives from Evofenedex and NST-Nestra had meetings with 
officials from the Institute of  Public Administration and Management [IPAM]. The purpose of  this 
meeting was to see how best a Training of  Trainers (ToT) on logistics could be carried out. The Institute 
of  Public Administration and Management (IPAM) was chosen as a local partner because it is one of  the 
three colleges that make up the University of  Sierra Leone. 

The ToT would ensure that logistics training is sustainable in Sierra Leone and private and public 
companies could benefit from such trainings. The training is scheduled to take place in May. 

 

Workshop for public and private sector companies 
EvoFenedex and STC-Nestra with assistance from SLNBCC held several meetings with members from 
both the public and private sector. There were many discussions on the challenges faced by the various 
sectors and how these challenges hinder growth in trade and development. One of  such challenges was 
the use of  the ASYCUDA in the customs management system.  

 In relation to these discussions, a resolution was reached where in a workshop can be organised which 
will include key members from the Government of  Sierra Leone, National Revenue Authority, Customs 
and private sector companies.  

After the workshop, a two year training plan can be developed to address the challenges discussed in the 
workshop. This could lead to great developments in the business sector in Sierra Leone and this 
workshop is expected to take place in May.  

By Memuna Bayoh (SLNBCC) 



The Sierra Leone Investment Seminar in Accra- A Critical Look 

27 March, 2019- Accra 

GNBCC’s Tjalling Wiarda attended the Sierra Leone Investment Seminar on the 27th of  March 
in Accra. The event took place at the La-Palm Royal Beach Hotel and hosted government 
officials and private sector representatives and from various West-African countries. This article 
is written based on Mr. Wiarda’s notes and observations during the seminar. 

Challenges  
The Deputy Minister of  Foreign Affairs from Ghana, Charles Owiredu, made several remarks 
regarding challenges to conduct business with Sierra Leone. He mentioned high transport costs, 
expensive work and residence permits for Ghanaians in Sierra Leone and referred to the export 
blockage by the Government of  Sierra Leone regarding certain Ghanian goods. In addition, the  
deputy Minister of  Trade from Ghana, Carlos Ahenkorah, said that only 0,2% of  all imports 
(frozen fish and trucks) into Ghana are from Sierra Leone. Shipping to Sierra Leone must go via 
Europe, which extends shipping costs and time to more than 21 days.  

Sierra Leone to address bottlenecks 
The Sierra Leonean Deputy Minister of  Trade 
stated that Sierra Leone will become a private 
sector-led economy and that these issues will 
be corrected. One of  the already-existing 
structures in place is the one-stop-shop for 
getting your business permits (see http://
www.cac.gov.sl/). Furthermore, Dr. Alie 
Kabba (Ministry of  Foreign Affairs), 
guaranteed the audience that the GoSL 
protects and values Foreign Direct Investment 
(FDI), and it is a core priority. Further 
measures taken by the government include 
improved resource management, investments 
in education and investment in the national 
workforce. 

Diversifying the Sierra Leonean Economy 

Mrs. Nabeela Tunis, Sierra Leone Minister of  
Planning, mentioned that the government 
wants to  decrease reliance on the mining 
industry and increase the impact of  the 
agricultural sector. Furthermore, it is 
imperative that the tourism, fisheries, oil and 
gas sector start contributing more towards the 
economy. In order to do this, she mentioned 
that the private sector is a critical partner. 
 
On a final note, Minister of  Agriculture, 
Joseph Jon. Ndanema underlined the 
importance of  crop diversification and reforestation. In order to accomplish this, Sierra Leone 
needs (foreign) investors, who can benefit from the many opportunities within this area.  

By Esther Kamara (SLNBCC) 

http://www.cac.gov.sl/
http://www.cac.gov.sl/


Call for applications: CBI is looking for SME’s involved in cocoa 
farming- Deadline: April 15th 2019 
CBI has an application for their Cocoa Mano River Union Project. The project aims to develop 
an inclusive and sustainable cocoa value chain in Sierra Leone and Liberia in order to connect 
Sierra Leonean and Liberian cocoa exporters with European importers of  cocoa.  

The project runs until the end of  2022 and includes a Business Export Coaching component for 
(aspiring) exporters. CBI will focus on coaching SMEs and cooperatives to have their internal 
and product processes comply with European market standards, capacitating these project 
participants to calibrate their tailor-made export strategy to the European market, and 
capacitating them to build and maintain a network on the European market. 

This is a parallel project to the Netherlands Trust Fund (NTF) Programme, which is 
implemented by the International Trade Centre (ITC) in Geneva. The fourth NTF Programme, 
NTF IV, applies a value chain approach from the market, to service delivery, to the immediate 
business environment, to the performance of  individual SMEs and cooperatives. To this end, the 
NTF IV Programme and the CBI parallel project seek to rebuild and reinforce the productive 
and trade capacities across the cocoa value chain in Sierra Leone and Liberia. 

Created for (aspiring) exporting SMEs and cooperatives in the cocoa sector from Sierra Leone 
and Liberia, CBI offers technical assistance through a practical Business Export Coaching 
project. CBI prepares your company or cooperative with the skills and knowledge you need to 
enter into the European market.  

Please find more details about the application and eligibility on the CBI website : https://
www.cbi.eu/projects/cocoa-mano-river-union. 

By Esther Kamara (SLNBCC), text from CBI website 

https://www.cbi.eu/projects/cocoa-mano-river-union
https://www.cbi.eu/projects/cocoa-mano-river-union


Sierra Leone Agriculture Minister Launches Agribusiness 
Support Service for Farmers 
March 22, 2019 by Abdul Rashid Thomas  

Sierra Leone’s minister of  agriculture and forestry, Mr. Joseph Jonathan Ndanema, yesterday 
launched an induction programme for beneficiaries of  the Agribusiness Services  Matching 
Grant (ASMG). 

The grant support is coordinated by the Small Holder Commercialization and Agribusiness 
Development Project (SCADeP) and supervised by the Ministry of  Agriculture and 
Forestry(MAF). The program was attended by farmers from across the country, stakeholders and 
organisations involved in agricultural business development. 

SCADeP’s Grant Manager, Mr. Alimamy Kargbo, explained to farmers that the ASMG is a 
matching grant that will be provided to Producer Organizations (POs) and Small and Medium 
Enterprises (SMEs) along the value chain. He added that the ASMG will provide farmers with 
access to technical assistance for business development; implementation of  business plans; 
support for productive partnerships; training, capacity building, and knowledge exchange to 
learn about new technologies, processes or services. Furthermore, the ASMG will help farmers 
acquire international certification; undertake research and development (R&D) for formation of  
new products, processes, services, and delivery systems. It will help farmers purchase light 
equipment for production, processing, post-harvest, packaging, and achieve quality control 
standards. They will also assist farmers in setting up small scale agricultural storage, drying 
floors, processing sheds, poultry, and housing. . 

The Minister said that SCADeP is a coordinated under the auspices of  MAF and supported by 
the ministry of  finance. The institution is said was formed during the former APC regime but 
has been restructured in line with the aspirations of  the New Direction. 

“Now that we have regained our reputation and credibility from donor partners as a country 
under the New Direction, more help will come for the farmers,“ the minister promised. 
SCADeP has been empowered so that the dream of  attaining food self-sufficiency will be a 



reality, which is a must for the Bio-led government, as all apparatuses have been deployed in 
order for that to happen, adding that “this government is a talk and do government, whatever we 
say, we make sure it happens, we cannot afford to fail, so let no one stand in our way” he 
warned. 

The minister also told farmers and stakeholders that the government has identified three key 
ministries with potential to revolutionise the economy of  the country. Theses ministries he said 
are;  the ministry of  agriculture, ministry of  fisheries, and ministry of  tourism. 

Lastly, he called on SCADeP to ensure that farmers receiving the business loan undertake bio-
metric registration to ensure proper identification. 

Source: The Sierra Leone Telegraph 



World Bank approves $40 Million to support policy reforms and 
inclusive growth in Sierra Leone  
- March 20, 2019 by Abdul Rashid Thomas 

The World Bank today approved a $40 million International Development Association (IDA) 
grant to support key policy reforms to promote sustainable and inclusive growth and build 
economic resilience in Sierra Leone. 

According to a statement published today by the Bank, the Second Productivity and 
Transparency Support Grant (PTSG-II) supports ongoing reforms to enhance macroeconomic 
stability, increase productivity in agriculture and fisheries while promoting transparency and 
accountability in selected government decision making processes. 

Beyond leveraging increased productivity in the real sector, the program also supports the 
strengthening of  economic and political governance, focused on improving government’s 
treasury management, procurement, promoting transparency in mining sector contracts, and 
building an effective asset disclosure system to fight corruption and promote public sector 
accountability, says the World Bank. 

Source: The Sierra Leone Telegraph 
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Do you have any comments, suggestions or remarks on this newsletter? Feel free to contact us at 
any time. Please send an email to esther.slnbcc@gmail.com or to binta@gnbcc.net, or leave a 
message on our Facebook page: www.facebook.com/slnbcc. Also, we are looking for more press 
releases by our members. If  you have anything you would like to share with our extensive 
network, our monthly newsletter provides the perfect platform to do so. 

If  you are interested in becoming a SLNBCC Member, please contact Binta Jalloh, the Project 
Manager SLNBCC, directly through binta@gnbcc.net or by calling +232(0)78381007.  
  

Thank you for reading our newsletter, the SLNBCC team Binta Jalloh, Esther Kamara and 
Memuna Bayoh.  

___________________________________________________________________________
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SLNBCC 

No. 8 Dundas Street 

Freetown, Sierra Leone 

+232 (0)78381007
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