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Logistics Training at Institute of Public Administration and 

Management (IPAM) 

November 2019- Freetown- Evofenedex and STC Nestra in corporation with the 
Sierra Leone Netherlands Business and Culture Council organised logistics training 
at IPAM. During the Ebola period, the Dutch government sent aid in the form of 
medical supplies to the government of Sierra Leone, but noticed a significant delay 
in the distribution of these supplies. They (the Dutch Government) therefore 
thought it imperative to send aid in the form of knowledge and handpicked vital 
public and private institutions involved in the logistics sector. 
The various institutions that were 
handpicked such as the Sierra 

Leone Ports Authority, Sierra 
Leone Import and Export Agency 

(SLIEPA) and IPAM have all bene-
fited from various training oppor-
tunities with no cost incurred on 

their path. 

The first training held at IPAM was 

the Training of Trainers (ToT) 
which took place late May of this 
year. Lecturers from IPAM were 

selected to partake in this ToT 
and this does not only ensure sus-

tainability and continuity of the 
program, but also promotes ac-
cessibility as members of the 

public involved in logistics can 
now receive trainings at an acces-

sible cost. 

The trained IPAM lecturers took 
the mantle this time to deliver a 

one-week logistics training which 
started on the 28th of October and ended on the 1st of November. All participants 

received certificates at the end. 

For more information or enquiries about future logistics training, please feel free to 
contact the Short Course Unit at 4th Floor, New Building, A.J Momoh Street. 

By Memuna Bayoh (SLNBCC) 



 

Proposed Establishment of an EU Chamber of Commerce in 

Sierra Leone 

Freetown, October 2019 – On Wednesday the 2nd of October 2019, the Sierra 

Leone Netherlands Business and Culture Council were invited to a mini seminar 

event at the Country Lodge Hotel. This seminar comprised various European dele-

gates, dignitaries, representatives and private sector actors. 

The purpose of this seminar was to review the findings made by Pierre Bide, EBO 
Team Leader, Elodie Ritzenthaler, a private sector expert and other team members 

from already established chambers in other West African countries, about the estab-
lishment of a European Chamber of Commerce in Sierra Leone. 

Firstly, we must note that there are already existing chambers of various European 
counties in Sierra Leone such as the Dutch, British and the French. These chambers 
however, seek mostly to promote trade and bilateral relationships between Sierra 

Leone and the country(s) that they are representing. 

Secondly, although these chambers and other private European owned businesses 

and institutions are in operation, there has rarely been a time when they have 
worked together collaboratively. In short, the proposed chamber is not seeking to 
replace already existing chambers, but rather it would serve as a parent institution 

that would unify all European chambers and institutions for better development and 
partnerships. 

Thirdly, if this chamber is to be established, it would serve as a liaison to the Gov-
ernment of Sierra Leone to resolve challenges that European institutions may be 
facing. Thus, this could even encourage other private European businesses to invest 

in Sierra Leone. 

Based on the experiences of representatives from the European Chamber of Com-

merce in Ivory Coast and Mali about the formation and day-to-day administration of 
their institutions, we can conclude that there is an increasing momentum among Eu-
ropean establishments for unity and partnerships. 

The night ended with a great cocktail service, offering networking opportunities for 
invited guests. 

 
By Memuna Bayoh (SLNBCC)  



 

Deputy Agriculture Minister Lauds Solidaridad’s Innovative 

Farming Approaches  

October 23, Freetown- The Deputy Minister of Agriculture and Forestry, Samking 
Koihinah Braima, has commended Solidaridad West Africa for introducing innovati-
ve approaches in the agriculture sector in Sierra Leone – accounting for 50% of the 
country’s GDP. 

The Deputy Minister made these remarks when he visited the exhibition booth of 
Solidaridad at this year’s World Food Day Celebrations themed “Our Action Our Fu-
ture” held at Port Loko in the Northern Province of Sierra Leone. 

“I’ve visited most of the other exhibition booths and observed that, older varieties 
of cash crops seedlings that will take more than five years to produce were exhibi-
ted. Our farmers cannot wait any longer for such varieties and its not a good incen-
tive to attract agribusiness investment in the agriculture sector,” emphasized the 
Hon. Deputy Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry. 

“Thankfully, Solidaridad has been very instrumental in introducing improved plan-
ting materials which are fast-growing and high yielding to our farmers, and the Mini-
stry is happy with you for that initiative.” It is also refreshing to note that through the 
innovative idea of intercropping with food crops and vegetables, farmers will not 
have to wait for four years before benefiting from their labour. The Government, 
under the Ministry of Agriculture Forestry welcomes this initiative and is determined 
to work with Solidaridad and other institutions to roll it across the country. 

https://www.nationsencyclopedia.com/Africa/Sierra-Leone-AGRICULTURE.html


He revealed that His Excellency the President, Rtd Brigadier Dr. Julius Maada Bio 
will soon engage his colleague presidents in Ghana and Cote D’Ivoire to support 
Sierra Leone with improved planting materials (cocoa,oil palm and cashew) in the 
short to medium term while the country takes bold steps to establish seed gardens 
to supply farmers in the long term. 

Solidaridad is making the difference in the tree crops sub-sector  due to its experti-
se in the West African sub-region spanning over 14 years working to  ensure socially 
responsible and value-added sustainable production and consumption of cocoa, oil 
palm, cashew and coffee, 

Solidaridad West Africa successfully implemented phase 1 of the Cocoa and Oil 
Palm intensification programmes in Ghana and Cote D’Ivoire between 2012 and 
2017. These two initiatives tested and validated a solid business case for develo-
ping the West Africa cocoa and oil palm sub-sectors through support to smallholder 
farmers and medium-scale enterprises in partnership with the relevant private sector 
companies. The donor, Embassy of the Kingdom of the Netherlands based in Ghana 
extended phase 2 of this initiative to Sierra Leone and Liberia from November 2017 
– December 2021. 

In the last two years, Solidaridad Sierra Leone has raised and planted more than 
600,000 hybrid cocoa seedlings and over 180,000 improved oil palm seedlings in 
more than 200 cocoa and oil palm growing communities in Kono, Kenema and Kai-
lahun Districts. 

As part of the World Food Day celebration, Solidaridad exhibited a model cocoa 
farm intercropped with annual crops like maize, banana, plantain, and cassava as 
shown in the picture below. 

The rationale for this approach is to maximize farmers effort on the same piece of 
land, optimize crop yield, ensure food diversification and increase income in both 
the short and long term. The model farms demonstrated how the approach is used 
to train farmers on sustainable cocoa intensification methods which have the added 
advantage of protecting and tending the young cocoa seedlings in the early years 
of establishment, minimizing weed growth and thus saving money that would have 
been used to pay for expensive labour. 

The intercropping model would also help to improve soil fertility through biomass 
decomposition and biological interactions within the soil mass and increase yields 
while providing the farmers with the needed foodstuffs and incomes within the shor-
test time. The intensification model also helps to protect and conserve forests by 
ensuring maximum use of land rather than the current shifting cultivation which is 
both labour intensive and unsustainable in the face of increasing population. 

The Deputy Minister was conducted around the booth by the Programmes Technical 
Advisor for Solidaridad Sierra Leone, Andrew Kojo Morrison. Mr. Morrison stated 
that Mr. Morrison stated that “with our expertise around the globe and especially in 



West Africa, we are working with farmers to replace over-aged and unproductive 
tree stocks as well as poor and long duration planting materials with improved, fast-
growing and high yielding hybrid/improved varieties in the cocoa and oil palm sec-
tors”. 

The World Food Day celebration gives Solidaridad the opportunity to showcase its 
newly procured customized cinema van used for mass sensitization and community 
education on good agricultural practices and related activities. This multi-purpose 
information, education and publicity mobile vehicle will strengthen the ongoing 
Farmer Field School (FFS) education through strategic audio-visual presentations 
with the aim to establish Community Video Viewing Clubs (CVVC). 

Through the CVVCs, Solidaridad has customized good agriculture and best mana-
gement practices videos translated into specific local languages in communities 
where Solidaridad operates. These CVVCs would further strengthen the understan-
ding of farmers in cocoa and oil palm production value chains. 

Solidaridad Sierra Leone joined the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry, Food and 
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), World Food Programme 
(WFP) and a host of national and international organizations, to demonstrate and 
reaffirm our commitment to ending hunger and malnutrition in Sierra Leone. 

Source: SL Concord Times 

 



Sierra Leone's 'Smart Country' Ambitions 

Nanotechnology, blockchain, cloud computing: Sierra Leone's President Bio is ban-
king on the most advanced technology to leapfrog the country out of poverty. 

 

In a recent Facebook photo, President Julius Maada Bio proudly holds a small but 
high-tech piece of equipment. The device, called MinION, is a portable and relati-
vely cheap DNA and RNA sequencer which can analyze genetic information in se-
conds. That makes it useful in a variety of fields from biological research to healthca-
re and agriculture. 

Bio had met researchers working on the DNA sequencer during a trip to Canada 
where, earlier in the year, he gave a TED Talk on the future of Sierra Leone. Bio then 
invited the researchers to visit Sierra Leone to train local scientists and police on the 
potential uses of the DNA sequencer. 

The MinION is one of several high tech instruments at the core of Bio's plans to 
make Sierra Leone – which ranks 184 out of 189 countries on the human develop-
ment index – a hub for technology and innovation. 

One of the first things Bio did when he became president in 2017 was to set up a 
Directorate of Science, Technology and Innovation (DSTI). In an unusual choice, Bio 
handpicked David Moininana Sengeh, who he has described as a "skinny, dread-
locked MIT Harvard inventor," to head the directorate.  



 
MinION (right) is the world's only portable, real-time device for DNA and RNA se-
quencing. It's results are presented on a smartphone via the internet 

Sengeh is a bionics specialist with a PhD from MIT – one of the most prestigious 
tech universities on the world. Sengeh has mentored Sierra Leone's up-and-coming 
engineers and introduced the president to TED (Technology, Entertainment, Design) 
Talks and goings on at the universities of Oxford, Yale and Harvard. 

According to the DSTI, currently the only way for local scientists to test DNA in Sier-
ra Leone is by sending samples to foreign countries. The Directorate is now testing 
the use of the MinION for investigating sex crimes as well as diagnosing plant di-
seases, such as the green mite that attacks cassava, a staple food in Sierra Leone. 

"The power of genomics and mobile computing allows our students to build mo-
dels to identify early cassava diseases so that a solution can be recommended to a 
farmer," Yusuf Keketoma Sandi, the presidential aide, wrote on Facebook. 

The Estonia model 

On its website, the DSTI states that President Bio wants to make Sierra Leone "the 
Estonia of Africa". In May, the small Baltic nation that gave the world Skype and 
stands as a global pioneer of e-governance, trained a team from Sierra Leone at its 
e-Governance Academy.  

Sengeh, whose unconventional choice of clothing makes him stand out in a 
country where suits and a tie take high priority, was part of that delegation.  

The outcome of the trip to Tallinn was DSTI's six core projects – including integrated 
geographical systems, education data hub, and drone corridor. 



The yet unfinished website presents unprecedented amount of information on Sier-
ra Leone. Choose any remote village school hundreds of kilometers away from the 
capital Freetown and you will find out how many benches teachers and pupils sit on, 
or if at all the school has a toilet or drinking water. And scroll on the map to find in-
formation on the geographical locations of the population, health facilities, courts 
and schools. 

 
Diamond-rich Sierra Leone ranks among the world's poorest countries 

Africa's first 'smart country'?  

DSTI also set up Sierra Leone's first robotics research division backed by Yale Uni-
versity. Sengeh's team says this is to "support decision making through an eviden-
ce-based and data-driven process." 

In August, Bio unveiled Africa's first-ever digital identification system based on 
blockchain technology and cloud computing. Blockchain allows a time-stamped se-
ries record of data distributed and managed by a cluster of computers. For instance, 
banks can effectively verify the credit history of a customer wishing to open an ac-
count or access a loan.  

The government claims that the use of blockchain and cloud computing allows Sier-
ra Leone to leapfrog tech systems and make essential services affordable.   

Last year, Bio's government reportedly rolled out Africa's first national digital identi-
fication system based on blockchain technology – continuing a program set out by 
his predecessor, President Ernest Bai Koroma. 



But a California-based company hired by Koroma's government to carry out the 
scheme dismissed Bio government's claims of using blockchain. "They did not, 
that's false," says Jaye Connolly-LaBelle, president and chief executive of Ripple-
Nami. 

RippleNami is one of few companies in the world specialized in using blockchain 
technology to help governments in developing countries strengthen their tech sys-
tems. The company says so far only two African countries have signed a contract 
with them. The names of the countries are secret, for now, but Sierra Leone is not 
on the list, Connolly-LaBelle told DW. 

"We know the people in that, and it was debunked," she added. President Bio's of-
fice did not respond to DW's request for an interview. 

Wait… what high tech?  

In Freetown, where a vast amount of the population cannot read, nor write, Bio's 
high tech solutions to problems seem alien. Even educated parts of the population, 
most often misunderstand him. 

"As a father when my child asks a question I am not specialized in, I give him my 
phone and say: 'go to Google'," said Lansana Samai, a junior secondary school tea-
cher. 

"I think technology is a good venture." 

Source: Deutsche Welle 

 



MRU Holds High Level Confab on Renewable Energy in Free-

town 

November 2019, Freetown- 

A conference for multi-stakeholders in renewable energy and clean cooking opens 
in the Sierra Leonean capital Freetown Monday November 18, 2019, under the aus-
pices of the Mano River Union (MRU) with a call to finding solution to the region’s 
energy poverty. 
Opening the conference which is being attended by representatives of govern-
ments (Energy Ministers and Parliamentarians), Civil Society Organizations, Devel-
opment Partners, and the Private Sectors, President Julius Maada Bio said it was 
imperative to address the region’s energy poverty. 

“It is an imperative for our development that we address energy poverty in Sierra 
Leone in particular and in the sub-region in general,” President Bio said. 
He said as part of efforts in that direction his government is developing meaningful 
regulations that encourages private sector partnerships. He announced that by 
2022, 145 mini grids should be operational serving over 400,000 customers. Presi-
dent Bio insists that his government’s efforts “will contribute significantly to narro-
wing the disparities in energy access between urban and rural areas.” 

“We recognize the challenges and we are aware that we will have to demonstrate 
consistent and focused leadership, leverage continued support from our sector 
partners, and also invest in re-organizing the sector and increasing generation sour-
ces and supply,” he said. 



Speaking earlier, MRU’s Secretary General, Amb. Medina A. Wesseh, Esq emphasi-
zes the need to implore all to work hard in providing lasting solutions to energy po-
verty and clean cooking. 

 
“Our political leaders and the people in the sub-region are looking for results and it 
is my hope that following our substantive deliberations over these two days, we will 
deliver on a concrete plan of actions that will meet their expectations,” Amb. Wes-
seh said. 

The conference was convened under the leadership of Sierra Leone’s Ministry of 
Energy, the Mano River Union Secretariat and The Energy Nexus Network (TENN). It 
is the first High-Level Mano River Union Multi-Stakeholder Conference on Renewa-
ble Energy and Clean Cooking. 
Speakers at the conference, which was under the theme: “Growing the Sub-regional 
Energy Market” called on participants and their respective governments to work as-
siduously towards to the achievement of the SDG 7 – access to affordable, reliable, 
sustainable and modern energy and clean cooking solutions while facilitating sub-
regional integrated energy markets, to ensure harmony and shared prosperity 
across the union and the African continent. 

Addressing the global energy context of the conference, TENN”s Founder and 
Chairmen, Kandeh Yumkella hope that the conference become an annual dialogue 
focusing on providing the enabling conditions for the development of integrated 
markets following the European Union experience; the best energy integrated mar-
ket in the world. 

“In the EU” said he, “some countries are too small and have no energy. So, they 
buy from those that have. It is the same for Sierra Leone and Liberia; too small to 
attract big investments.” Yumkella further noted that both he and the minister are 
from different parties. However, when it comes to what benefits Sierra Leone, we 
think first about our country. 

Mr. Yumkella also unveiled the construction of the offices and training facility of The 
Energy Nexus Network. “This will serve as a knowledge hub for Africa with partner-
ships and institutions from the United States, Europe and Asia.” TENN’s mission is 
coordinating energy access with key energy-enabling SDGs and building the energy 
ecosystem/enabling conditions and processes for scaling-up sustainable energy so-
lutions. “A future where energy poverty is eliminated, energy access is synchronized 
with sustainable development and processes that are ready for scaling-up sustaina-
ble energy solutions,” he underscored. 

Also speaking, ECREEE’s Executive Director, Mahama Kappiah highlighted the work 
his organization is doing within the ECOWAS region and the immense potential for 
Sierra Leone to benefit emphasizing the need for robust partnerships that helps to 
attract major investments. 



In 2017, ECOWAS Heads of State adopted the West Africa Solar Corridor Initiative 
which, when fully implemented, “will allow the region to speed up the attainment of 
regional renewable targets by developing energy-based power and integrating 
same into the regional power grid.” 

Other notable projects include the 270 million Regional Off-Grid Electrification Pro-
ject – ROGEP supported by the World Bank and the West Africa Clean Cooking 
(WACCA). The ROGEP which aims to increase access to sustainable electricity servi-
ces through standalone systems to at least 10 million people while the WACCA aim 
to ensure the entire population have access to sustainable and modern cooking fu-
els and appliances by 2030. 

Source: The New Dawn 

 
 



 

COLOFON 

Credits 
This newsletter is written and edited by Esther Kamara for the SLNBCC. All articles are writ-
ten by SLNBCC staff, or shared from news sources with correct references. 

Feedback 
Do you have any comments, suggestions or remarks on this newsletter? Feel free to contact 
us at any time. Please send an email to esther.slnbcc@gmail.com or to binta@gnbcc.net. 
Also, we are looking for more press releases by our members. If you have anything you 
would like to share with our extensive network, our monthly newsletter provides the perfect 
platform to do so. 

Membership 
If you are interested in becoming a SLNBCC Member, please contact Binta Jalloh directly 
through binta@gnbcc.net or by calling +232(0)78381007.  
 
www.slnbcc.com 
www.facebook.com/slnbcc 

Thank you for reading our newsletter, the SLNBCC team Binta Jalloh, Esther Kamara and 
Memuna Bayoh. 
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