
 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Members 

CBI completed a training for Cocoa farmers and exporters in the MANO River area. Participants 
were trained in producing bio fertilizer that is better to use than chemicals. Also participants 
were trained in the art of processing the harvest as well as the knowledge of doing quality control 
and understanding how the export market works. This is one of the most complete trainings I 
have experience so far and it will certainly help improve the products of Liberia and Sierra 
Leone.  

CBI cocoa Quality Assessment for practical session is ongoing now in Ganta city, Liberia 
Meanwhile Liberian cocoa send to the Challenge of Excellence competition in Paris has not been 
selected to the best 50 of the world. Five samples were selected  from farmers in Liberia and 
send to the competition by the NOC (National Organizing Committee of Liberia), a body created 
with the help of CBI from the Netherlands. 

{Who is CBI? 

The Center for the Promotion of Imports (Dutch: Centrum tot Bevordering van de Import uit 
ontwikkelingslanden) from developing countries (internationally known by its Dutch acronym CBI), an agency 
of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Netherlands, was established in 1971. CBI is an Agency of the 
Netherlands Ministry of Foreign Affairs and part of the development cooperation effort of the foreign relations 
of the Netherlands. 

CBI contributes to the economic development of developing countries by strengthening the competitiveness of 
companies from said countries, and connecting them to the markets of the European Union and EFTA. The 
primary clients and direct beneficiaries of CBI are (1) Exporters: companies who (wish to) export to Europe, 
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(2) Business Support Organizations (BSOs) in developing countries, and (3)Importers / Outsourcers: 
companies in Europe who (wish to) buy from developing countries.) (source ex Wickipedia) 

Meanwhile there is another webinar planned; See invitation of CBI below 

Dear All, CBI is pleased to invite you for a new Market Intelligence webinar in the Cocoa sector 
with the subject “ Tips for doing business with European buyers”. 
Join us for this free webinar on November 15th 2021: 
04.00 PM – 05.00 PM Netherlands 
09.00 AM – 10.00 AM Central America 
10.00 AM – 11.00 AM Panama 
05.00 PM – 06.00 PM Rwanda 
03.00 PM – 04.00 PM Guinea, Liberia, Sierra Leone  
 
Registration for this webinar is open now via:  
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/8718216130881474831 
We are looking forward seeing you the 15th of November! 
 
Best regards, 
Project team Cocoa} 
 
I recommend joining this webinar for all interested in exporting to Europe and Netherlands in 
particular. 
 
Enjoy your Newsletter, 
LNBCC Team. 
 
Covid update the Netherlands 
In the past week, 44% more people tested positive for COVID-19 compared to the week before. 
Reported figures increased in all regions and in all age groups. The number of new patients 
admitted to hospital with COVID-19 increased by 20%. 14% more new patients with COVID-19 
were admitted to ICU. Upward trend in reported infections continues. 
 
Most people admitted to hospital with COVID-19 have not been vaccinated against SARS-CoV-
2. 4 in 5 COVID-19 patients in the intensive care wards are not vaccinated 
 
New Ambassador of The Netherlands for Ghana, Liberia 
and Sierra Leone and Togo.  

After H. E. Ambassador Ron Strikker made 
his last trip to Liberia in July he has retired 
from the foreign service. His Majesty King 
Willem Alexander appointed H. E. Mr. Jeroen 
Verheul as his official representative to 
Ghana, Liberia, Sierra Leone and Togo .  
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On Thursday 2nd September, he presented his letters of credence to the President of the Republic of 
Ghana, H.E. Nana Addo Dankwa Akuffo Addo. He is to travel to Liberia and Sierra Leone soon to 
present his letters of credence to the Heads of State.  
H. E. Mr. Verheul is accompanied by his wife Gonnie and they are both very much looking forward 
to acquire more knowledge of the region.  

 

WHO recommends groundbreaking malaria vaccine for 
children at risk 
Historic RTS,S/AS01 recommendation can reinvigorate the fight against malaria 
6 October 2021 

The World Health Organization (WHO) is recommending widespread use of the RTS,S/AS01 
(RTS,S) malaria vaccine among children in sub-Saharan Africa and in other regions with 
moderate to high P. falciparum malaria transmission. The recommendation is based on results 
from an on-going pilot programme in Ghana, Kenya and Malawi that has reached more than 800 
000 children since 2019. 

―This is a historic moment. The long-
awaited malaria vaccine for children is a 
breakthrough for science, child health and 
malaria control,‖ said WHO Director-
General Dr Tedros Adhanom 
Ghebreyesus. ―Using this vaccine on top of 
existing tools to prevent malaria could save 
tens of thousands of young lives each year. 

Malaria remains a primary cause of 
childhood illness and death in sub-Saharan 
Africa. More than 260 000 African children 
under the age of five die from malaria 
annually. 

In recent years, WHO and its partners have been reporting a stagnation in progress against the 
deadly disease. 

"For centuries, malaria has stalked sub-Saharan Africa, causing immense personal suffering,‖ 
said Dr Matshidiso Moeti, WHO Regional Director for Africa. ―We have long hoped for an 
effective malaria vaccine and now for the first time ever, we have such a vaccine recommended 
for widespread use. Today’s recommendation offers a glimmer of hope for the continent which 
shoulders the heaviest burden of the disease and we expect many more African children to be 
protected from malaria and grow into healthy adults.‖ 

Read more 

https://www.who.int/news/item/06-10-2021-who-recommends-groundbreaking-malaria-vaccine-for-children-at-risk
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Commerce Ministry Cites Artificial Scarcity Rice on the 

Market, Promises to Go After Would-be Violator 

As fear grips Liberians on the reported shortage of rice, the staple food, the Minister of 
Commerce and Industry Madam Mawine G. Diggs says there is no need to worry as rice is in 

enough supply in the country. 

The Minister made the statement over the 
weekend at the Ministerial Complex in Congo 
Town. ―I want to state clearly that there is 
absolutely no shortage of rice on the market 
and therefore, there is no need for panic buying 
as we have observed. The wholesale price of 
rice remains at US$13 and there is a sufficient 
stock of rice in the country,‖ she said. 

She added, ―Report reaching our entity 
suggests that individual businesses are selling 
at high prices and in some cases they are 

holding on to the commodity thus creating artificial scarcity on the market.‖ 

According to the Commerce  Minister, to mitigate the report that has reached her office, a team 
of inspectors from the Ministry will be deployed around the country to enforce the approved 
prices of commodities on the market. ―It is important to know collectively that the five major 
importers of rice have approached the government on the need to increase the price of rice by 
2US$ as the result of multiple global supply challenges,‖ Madam Diggs said. 

Despite the importers’ demand, Madam Diggs said, ―However, the rice importers have 
committed to continue the wholesale of rice to local retailers.‖ 

Read more: 

  

https://frontpageafricaonline.com/news/liberia-commerce-ministry-cites-artificial-scarcity-rice-on-the-market-promises-to-go-after-would-be-violator/
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Liberia: Dual Citizenship Still Remains Unresolved As 
Senate Plans to Amend 1973 Alien and Nationality Law, 
Subject Article 28 of Constitution to Referendum 
  

MONROVIA – The Pro-Tempore of the Liberian 
Senate, Albert T. Chie (CDC, Grand Kru County), 
says the Supreme Court’s December 2019 Opinion 
forbidding the automatic forfeiture of Liberian 
citizenship does not in other words permit dual 
citizenship. 

According to Senator Chie, the permanent way to lay 
the issue of dual citizenship to rest is through a 
National Referendum to amend Article 28 of the 
Constitution.  

Article 28 states: ―Any person, at least one of whose parents was a citizen of Liberia at the time 
of the Person’s birth, shall be a citizen of Liberia; provided that any such person shall upon 
reaching maturity renounce any other citizenship acquired by virtue of one parent being a citizen 
of another country. No citizen of the Republic shall be deprived of citizenship or nationality 
except as provided by law; and no person shall be denied the right to change citizenship or 
nationality.‖ 

―Unfortunately, this provision did not pass in the December 2020 Referendum. This provision of 
the Constitution is regarded as prohibition against dual citizenship. Therefore, the issue of dual 
citizenship is Liberia is yet to be resolved as far as we concerned,‖ Senator Chie said. 

He referenced the misconception drawn from the Ministry of Justice’s letter to the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs urging due notice in the implementation of the Revised Regulations to govern 
the Administration and Issuance of Liberian Passports. 

In that communication, the Ministry of Justice referenced the Opinion of the Supreme Court of 
Liberia sitting in its October 2019 Term, against the automatic forfeiture of one’s Liberian 
citizenship without Due Process (in the case: Alvin Teage Jalloh Petitioner vs Olubanke King 
Akerele et al). 

Read more 

European Union Head of Delegation Wants Government of 
Liberia Develop Master Plan for Its Electricity Sector 
MONROVIA –The head of delegation of the European Union Mission in Liberia, Amb. Laurent 
Delahousse, has made a resounding call on the Government of Liberia to draw up a master plan 
for the electricity sector. 

https://frontpageafricaonline.com/front-slider/liberia-dual-citizenship-still-remains-unresolved-as-senate-plans-to-amend-1973-alien-and-nationality-law-subject-article-28-of-constitution-to-referendum/#respond
https://frontpageafricaonline.com/front-slider/liberia-dual-citizenship-still-remains-unresolved-as-senate-plans-to-amend-1973-alien-and-nationality-law-subject-article-28-of-constitution-to-referendum/
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The energy sector is viewed as one of the areas with huge potential that could boost Liberia’s 
economy in its post war recovery and 
reconstruction drive if managed properly. It 
has received massive support in hundreds of 
millions of dollars from Liberia’s partners 
including the EU and the United States. 

Addressing the Ministry of Information 
regular press briefing, Amb. Delahousse 
said addressing the electricity challenge in 
Liberia requires a joint exercise involving 
the Government of Liberia, the Liberia 
Electricity Corporation (LEC), the people of 
Liberia and the international donor 

community. 

The Government, he said should craft a master plan to clearly spell out its strategies for the 
energy sector. 

―We are calling Liberia to define, under the leadership of His Excellency President George 
Manneh Weah and the Honorable Minister of Mines and Energy, a master plan for the 
development of its power sector,‖ Amb. Delahousse said. 

The strategies, he said, should include new generation capacities to meet the expected increase in 
power consumption; ambitious use of Liberia’s assets for renewable energy such as hydro and 
solar power; sustainable participation to the regional network offered by the CSLG line, 
strengthening of the client base through the connection of more Liberian businesses, delivery of 
power to many more Liberian households and families, and bringing the tariff of electricity, 
which is exceptionally high in Liberia, to levels more affordable for ordinary Liberian families. 

―The international partners and friends of Liberia call on the Government of Liberia for clarity 
on its strategy for the electricity sector, for vision on powering Liberia to empower Liberians,‖ 
he said. 

Speaking further, he said with the existing infrastructures, the focus is not on the increase of 
generation capacity; rather the priority for the short term is, first, on developing and making full 
use of the transmission networks, both nationally and throughout the region with the CLSG 
power line that connects Côte d’Ivoire, Liberia, Sierra Leone and Guinea. 

It is necessary to accelerate the connection of communities and large users to the CLSG 
transmission line to take full advantage of this strategic asset for the country to expand delivery 
of electricity to all Liberians and increase revenues of LEC, he said. 

He added that the priority is also and mostly, on extending distribution, since 88% of Liberians 
today are not connected to the grid, and disclosed that distribution projects financed by the 
European Union and the World Bank will soon allow the connection of a more than 200,000 
households around Greater Monrovia, twice the number of a year ago. 
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 Since 2008, the European Union has contributed close to 140 million US dollars in grants to the 
Government of Liberia for power distribution. The EU is currently connecting 38,000 customers 
in the capital city under the Monrovia Consolidation of Electricity project. 

As part of that project, Amb. Delahousse, on the 5th of March this year,  joined President George 
Weah in connecting the Peace Island community to the grid. 

He noted that other projects from the European Union to deliver electricity to the people of 
Liberia are in the pipeline, in Buchanan and in some rural communities. 

Regarding generation too, he revealed that plans are in the making to bring the installed capacity 
in Liberia from 126 Megawatts today (88 megawatt at Mount Coffee, 38 at Bushrod Island), to 
over 400 Megawatts in the not too distant future. 

Read more 

CLUS-Project New Management and Team Visit Waste 
Management Sites 

Waste disposal site remains a major challenge to 
adequate waste management in Liberia, as operators 
at various disposal sites have laid out challenges 
ranging from limited space to unavailability of 
reliable sites for solid waste management. 

The Cheesemanburg Landfill Urban Sanitation 
(CLUS) Project  is  financed by the Liberia 
Reconstruction Trust Fund (LRTF) and the GPRBF 
Result- Based Financing (RBF) to be administrated 
by the World Bank. The Development Objective of 
this operation is to provide improved access to solid 

waste Management (SWM) services in Greater Monrovia. 

The main beneficiaries are the residents of Monrovia and Paynesville, this project is to improved 
solid waste collection and disposal at the new Cheesemanburg landfill, as well as the closure of 
the existing landfill at Whein Town, reducing the risk of environmental and health impacts at the 
site. Overall, these residents benefit from healthier, cleaner and more resilient urban 
environment. 

The Project also sustains existing employment associated with solid waste collection, 
transportation and disposal. Additional people  benefit from temporary employment 
opportunities resulting from the construction of the Cheesemanburg landfill and the closure of 
the Whein Town sanitary landfill. 

The original grant component finance technical studies and preparation for the tender documents 
for the new Cheesemanburg landfill; the construction of the first cell of the Cheesemanburg 

https://frontpageafricaonline.com/front-slider/european-union-head-of-delegation-wants-government-of-liberia-develop-master-plan-for-its-electricity-sector/
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landfill and related facilities (leachate pond, landfill office, maintenance area, water supply 
boreholes and extension of the access road to benefit the Cheesemanburg community 

Including the partial closure and construction of a perimeter wall around the Whein Town 
landfill to continue to operate in an environmentally safe manner before the Cheesemanburg 
landfill. In the distant future there will be permanent closure of the Whein Town site once the 
Cheesemanburg landfill becomes fully operational; 

Besides, there are minor rehabilitation and upgrade work to the existing transfer stations. 

Read more: 

Arcelor Mittal Chairman Announces Latest US$800 Million 
Additional Investment Package Sets to Boost Economy, 
Create Thousands of Jobs 
The Executive Chairman of ArcelorMittal, Lakshmi Mittal has assured the government and 
people of Liberia that its latest US$800 million agreement will not only increase the company’s 
investment in Liberia to US$2.5 billion, it will create thousands of jobs and boost the Liberian 
economy. 

With the latest investment, Mr. Mittal said the company has remained one of Liberia’s largest 
investors for 16 years, and over these years, it has demonstrated that it is a stable, reliable and 
strategic investor; and is proud of the contribution it has made to the country and its people. 

Speaking at the signing ceremony graced 
by President George Weah and top 
government officials, Mr. Mittal said the 
company will be expanding its mining 
operations – in the first phase tripling its 
current production levels to 15 million 
tons a year; and will be exploring the 
potential to go beyond that – up to 30 
million tons a year. 

The product, he added, will also be 
higher quality and to deliver this 

premium quality, the company will be constructing a new concentration plant – with the first 
concentrate expected in late 2023. 

He said: ―To deliver on this potential, we will again need to enhance the infrastructure – for 
example increasing the capacity of the rail link connecting Tokadeh with Buchanan, as well as 
with the port of Buchanan. It is a very ambitious plan and one that we at ArcelorMittal are very 
excited about.‖ 

https://frontpageafricaonline.com/news/liberia-clus-project-new-management-and-team-visit-waste-management-sites/
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He continued: ―But, ultimately, we hope that it is the people of Liberia that will benefit most 
from this agreement. The expansion of our operations is expected to generate thousands of jobs 
for the local population during the construction and operating phases. More than 2000 jobs will 
be created during the construction phase and the vast majority of these roles will of course be for 
Liberian citizens.‖ 

Read more; 

GSA Director Lauded for Luring More People to Get 
COVID-19 Vaccines 
In June, there was a public outcry about the shortage of vaccines in the country. Calls for the 
government to ensure vaccines were available in sufficient quantities heightened. It was not long 
when the Ministry of Health received 302,400 doses of Johnson & Johnson vaccines from the 
United States government to get more people vaccinated. And on August 29, Liberia also 
received another 96,000 doses of AstraZeneca. 

The Minister of Health said individuals 
waiting for their second dose would be 
prioritized while calling on people who 
have not taken any to opt for the J&J. 

As calls for more people to get 
vaccinated intensify, the Director of the 
General Service Agency (GSA), 
Madam Mary T. Broh launched a 
certain strategy to convince more 
people to get inoculated. 

Unlike other vaccination centers where 
there is no special preference for senior 

citizens, the GSA vaccine center does give preferential treatment. 

Pregnant women, the elderly (senior citizens), and people with disabilities do not have to get in 
the queue. Once they arrive at the center, they get their jab in a couple of minutes. The vaccines 
are administered by the staff of the Ministry of Health but the GSA supervises the process. 

―When you come in, you tell us whether you were vaccinated with AstraZeneca, and when we 
know that you are here for the second dose, we get your details and register you and then you go 
and get your final dose,‖ explains Madam Broh. 

―We take you to the observation area for 5 to 10 minutes, then we certify you and you take your 
certificate with you.  Certificates given to fully vaccinated people are the GSA’s initiative to 
keep track of those who have been vaccinated, the GSA boss disclosed, adding, ―I set up my own 
IT section that is giving certificates to people‖. 

https://frontpageafricaonline.com/front-slider/liberia-arcelor-mittal-chairman-announces-latest-us800-million-additional-investment-package-sets-to-boost-economy-create-thousands-of-jobs/
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In addition to the expedited service, the center serves its guests — who are there to get 
vaccinated and have not eaten – with a hot meal. An average of 300 to 350 people visits the 
center daily. 

Read More: 

Government Optimistic of Meeting WHO’s COVID-19 
Vaccination Threshold 
The government is doing all in its power to ensure that about 10 percent of the population is fully 
vaccinated by the end of September, the Minister of Health and head of the Covid-19 Incident 
Management System (IM), Dr. Wilhemina Jallah has said.‖ ―The ten percent threshold is a target 
set by the World Health Organization (WHO) to ensure that ten percent of every country’s 
population is vaccinated and the government wants to meet that. 

Minister Jallah said at a press conference in Monrovia on Thursday that Liberia is making a 
difference in vaccination.―The demand, for us, is here. So, we need to supply or visit 
communities, churches, schools, villages, and towns with the Vaccine in other to meet our quota 
by September 30, 2021,‖ she said. 

WHO Director General, Dr. Tedros 
Adhanom Ghebreyesus, on May 24, 2021, 
called for all countries to vaccinate at least 
10 percent of their populations by 
September and at least 30 percent by the 
end of 2021. 

He urged WHO member states should back 
the ―massive push‖ to reach these COVID-
19 vaccination goals. ―This is crucial to 
stop severe disease and death, keep our 
health workers safe and reopen our 

societies and economies,‖ he said. 

―We must be very clear: the pandemic is not over, and it will not be over until and unless the 
transmission is controlled in every last country,‖ he added. 

Health Minister Jallah noted that the Liberian government has been working assiduously to 
ensure that it meets the global health body’s target. ―We are reaching everywhere to make sure 
the vaccines get to our people to be vaccinated,‖ she said. 

Though, this reporter tried but could not get statistics of the number of people who have been 
vaccinated, a New York Times COVID-19 Vaccination tracker indicated that only 113,000 of 
the population of an estimated five million people have received at least a jab. This indicates that 
2.8 percent of the population has been vaccinated while a meagre 0.6 percent is fully vaccinated. 

https://frontpageafricaonline.com/health/gsa-director-lauded-for-luring-more-people-to-get-covid-19-vaccines/
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2021/world/covid-vaccinations-tracker.html
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In neighbouring Guinea and Sierra Leone, 7.1 percent and 2.0 percent of their population have 
been vaccinated while 3.2 percent and 0.4 percent are fully vaccinated. 

Read more: 

Government’s ‘High Power’ Delegation Makes Strides U.S. 
As officials Get Assurances from Top Biden Officials, 
Congressmen on MCC’s Renewal 
In his first foreign policy speech in February 2021, U.S. President Joe Biden reassured the 
international community that ―America is back.‖ After the near ―zero interest in Africa‖ of the 
Trump years, this statement could not have come soon enough for U.S. allies, like Liberia, and 
partners in Africa. 

A huge sigh of relief, the assurance 
of a fundamental change also came 
with considerable expectations in 
sub-Saharan Africa—with four key 
issues highlighted by much public 
policy and international relations 
experts to determine whether the 
new US administration would really 
deliver on these expectations. 

The issue of security policy 
priorities, especially the fight against 
spreading Islamist terror; the issue 
of climate change, which the 

President promised to make a hallmark of his administration, with Africa being one of if the 
most impacted and US development cooperation with Africa with a premium placed on 
infrastructure and economic development. 

It is the latter that interests the Liberian government the most and it has begun engaging its US 
counterpart on that front. The Weah government now hopes for closer ties and more cordial 
engagements. 

It has begun doing just that and diligently, as a high  power Liberian government delegation is 
already in the U.S. and has begun making some strides for support. 

Report of the team garnering momentum is evidence that some top American politicians and 
officials are pledging their commitments to ensure the Weah-led government gets Washington’s 
support. 

Read more: 

https://frontpageafricaonline.com/health/government-optimistic-of-meeting-whos-covid-19-vaccination-threshold/
https://frontpageafricaonline.com/front-slider/liberia-governments-high-power-delegation-makes-strides-u-s-as-officials-get-assurances-from-top-biden-officials-congressmen-on-mccs-renewal/
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CSOs Launch Nationwide Covid-19 Vaccine Awareness 
Campaign amid Effort to Curb Vaccine Hesitancy 
A campaign seeking to discourage vaccine hesitancy among Liberians by engaging communities 
across the country to turn out and get vaccinated against coronavirus has been launched in 
Monrovia. 

The campaign is part of Supporting Effective Advocacy in Liberia (SEAL), a project, which 
seeks to create awareness, provide information and carry out promotions on the new and deadly 
Delta variant of the coronavirus. It is being implemented by the National Civil Society Council 
of Liberia (NCSCL); Mercy Corps alongside 25 civil society and community based 
organizations. ―As we launch this COVID-19 advocacy action today, it is important that you 
understand the basic health COVID-19 protocols and other international health regulations of the 
virus,‖ said Joseph Weah the communication and advocacy lead at the National Public Health 
Institute of Liberia (NPHIL) at the launch over the weekend. ―By doing so, it will put you in a 
better position in your advocacy and awareness drive.‖ 

Currently, Liberia is experiencing its third wave of the pandemic. Up to date, the country has 
accumulated 5,740 cases and 283 deaths as of September 2, 2021 according to the National 
Public Health Institute (NPHIL). The height of infection was in June and it saw a staggering 219 
of those cases were recorded on July 3 alone, the highest daily surge of the virus since the 
pandemic started 

Accompanying a huge surge when cases increased by 3,254, was an equal surge in infodemic—a 
misinformation and 
disinformation that have 
characterized the global fight 
against COVID-19— across the 
country. 

The myths and misinformation, 
which have inundated the public 
space, about the after effects of 
the vaccines are making many to 
shy away from taking the jabs, 
Dr.  Moses S. Ziah, one of the 
lead doctors at the government 
run Star base Covid-19 treatment 
center, said. 

―This situation is putting is putting the public in greater danger,‖ he said, ―The myths about the 
vaccine are making efforts to contain the pandemic difficult.‖ 

Read more: 

 

https://frontpageafricaonline.com/health/csos-launch-nationwide-covid-19-vaccine-awareness-campaign-amid-effort-to-curb-vaccine-hesitancy/
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COLOFON 

 Credits  

This newsletter is written and edited by your LNBCC team. All articles are written by LNBCC 
staff, or shared from news sources with correct references.  

Feedback  

Do you have any comments, suggestions or remarks on this newsletter? Feel free to contact us at 
any time. Please let us know preferably by mail. We are looking for more press releases from our 
members. If you have anything you would like to share with our extensive network, our 
newsletter provides the perfect platform to do so.  

Membership  

If you are interested in becoming an LNBCC Member, please contact Tracy Kollie directly. 
Thank you for reading our newsletter! 

Newsletter by: 

 =  

Tracy Kollie 
Project officer  
Tracylnbcc2018@gmail.com 
+231886975388 
+231777975388  

Stanley Slagmolen 
Business consultant 
stanley.lnbcc@gmail.com 

+231880728725 

+31654306851 
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