
 

 

The Liberia Netherlands Business and culture Council (LNBCC) Second lunch meeting 

May 14, 2019 

The second LNBCC Lunch meeting this year was well 

visited by registered members, newly incorporated members 

and potential members who have expressed interest to join 

the chamber. This occasion took place at unique venue of 

SAJJ Bar and restaurant on 18th street in Monrovia on May 

14, 2019. After welcome remarks LNBCC Business 

Consultant Mr. Stanley Slagmolen, he highlighted the huge 

business potential Liberia has to offer ranging from tourism 

to agribusiness to mining, electricity distribution and even 

opportunities to generate energy in the north and East of the country. Mr Slagmolen gave an 

overview of LNBCC‟s involvements in terms of enhancing entrepreneurship in the business 

sector in Liberia. 

He talked about the involvements and collaborations of member‟s organization and prospects at 

time goes by. And informed the participants about the RVO & Evo-Fenedex visit to Liberia and 

mentioned training opportunities that is sponsored by Nuffic who represent the Dutch Ministry 

of Foreign Affairs.  

A new LNBCC member who was present was shortly introduced to the participants of the 

meeting; Consortium of Liberian professional (CLP).  

Mr Slagmolen also introduced the lunch keynote speaker, in person of  Mr. Leo Platvoet from 

the National Democratic Institute (NDI), who is presently coaching CDC organisation to become 

a better performing political party by giving various training on the organisation and functioning 

of political parties. Mr. Platvoet has been a parliamentarian in the Netherlands for many years 

with a carrier starting in the City of Amsterdam and rising to chairman of one of the significant 

parties in that country. .  

Mr. Platvoet held a brief presentation about NDI involvement in Liberia. Indicating the capacity 

building this organisation does for the major political parties. NDI also trains members of the 

National Legislature and community-based organizations the functioning of a democracy. After 

his keynote address, cross-session of questions and answers were made. - The lunch meeting 

concluded with networking amongst LNBCC members. Members shared their progress, 

challenges during the past year and talked about future opportunities.  

 

  



He emphasized the need for more dialogue with the organizing group, the Council of Patriots, to 

keep the country peaceful. He noted, “Article 11a and 13a of our constitution is clear. It talks 

about security. It states that security is the one that gave life to peace, development, and other 

things people enjoy today, so there can be no peace without security. Even in the context of 

people gathering to protest, the constitution says „in a peaceful manner,‟ and how can you do that 

is in the presence of security and then things can be done properly.   

 

 

 

NUFFIC visits Liberia to asses training capacity 

A team of two NUFFIC Consultants arrived in Liberia on the 23
rd

 of May to conduct assessment, 

of the education and training capacity that exist within the areas of customs and logistics in 

relation to labour market needs. 

During their visits they had meetings with each Institutions in such sectors amongst others; 

Ministry of Education, Stella Maris Polytechnic, University of Liberia, Liberia Maritime, Liberia 

Revenue Authority, National Port Authority, Consortium of Liberian Professionals, Aries, CRSI,  

 

Synergy Solution and GIZ. During this busy program the persons of NUFFIC tried to determine 

the interests, possibilities, necessity and scope of the Institutional, to enable them create  capacity 

building program and value the possibility for Dutch education and training institutes and Dutch 

private sector parties to be of added value to Liberian training capacity. During the meetings the 

Institutions and agencies were giving the opportunity to elaborate on their challenges and gabs in 

their various scopes and also on progress of their respective sectors.  

Capacity building for Liberian Ports Authority 

To promote the participation of the Liberian Ports Authority to subscribe to a capacity building 

training and workshop on Port logistics provided and financed by the Dutch Government, LNP 

management was invited to experience a full training and workshop session in Freetown. The 

trip was fully paid by the program and held between 27
th

 and 30
th

 May 2019. The PORT 

AUTHORITY‟s staff were accompanied by LNBCC‟s  staff to Freetown and who also 



Guy Motchebe in interactive 

training with port operators 

participated in the training The organising party of these 

trainings and workshops is the RVO (Dutch Enterprise 

Agency) assisted by Dutch training institute Evo-Fenedex 

from The Netherlands. 

In Sierra Leone the training and workshop with PORT 

AUTHORITIES and stakeholders in the import and export 

sector was hosted by SLNBCC a sister organisation of 

LNBCC. PORT AUTHORITIES, Ministry of trade, 

Customs and stakeholders working in the logistics sector 

were invited to a workshop focussing on the efficiency of 

the import and export trade of Sierra Leone. After a very 

informative explanation of the Commissioner of customs on the measures put in place to achieve 

a fast and fair trade sector other participants highlighted the constraints met at trying to improve 

trade to and from Sierra Leone. The workshop resulted in a very lively and interactive discussion 

held by all participants. Final consensus: THERE IS A LOT OF IMPROVEMENT TO BE 

MADE TO COME TO A FAST AND FAIR TRADE PLATFORM.  

 

Further the participants visited the training session organised for the operators in the port. 

Various activities in a port operation were comprehensively discussed in an interactive session 

with operators from various companies and departments, working in the port. Special attention 

was given to operating risks in a port and how to prevent serious accidents. Also General port 

operations and the way to raise effectiveness were brought to the table. Interesting part was a 

look into the innovative developments in future port operations.  

The workshop ended with a departure dinner on the 29
th

 of May, where participants shared 

experienced and network with partners and potential partners from various countries. 

Participants from of Liberia: 

1. Civicus Barsi- Giah- NPA 

2. Pauline Paula J-lay- NPA 



3. Stanley Slagmolen- Lead LNBCC 

4. Tracy P. Kollie- LNBCC 

 

Participants in workshop in Freetown Sierra Leone 

The Ambassador of the Netherlands Visit to Liberia, for the Launching of Solidaridad 

Projects sponsored by the Dutchs Government.   

On 13
th

 of June 2019, the Ambassador of the Kingdom of the Netherlands together with the 

Agricultural advisor of the Embassy visited Liberia to launch the (SWAPP) and (CORIP) 

Programs. (Sustainable West African Palm-Oil 

Programme & the Cocoa Rehabilitation and 

Intensification Programme) The projects are sponsored 

by the Embassy of the Netherlands in Ghana. These 

projects seek to benefit 42,000 Cocoa and Palm Oil 

farmers in Liberia to improve their incomes and 

livelihoods. The occasion was graced by the 

beneficiaries, partner NGOs and some officials of the 

Liberian government, including the Minister of 

Agriculture and a representative from the office of the 

Vice President. Liberians were encouraged by the 

agriculture minister to take advantage of the benefits of the project and make the most out of it. 

Finally, the launching of the program ended with a cocktail reception at the Solidaridad office in 

Sinkor Monrovia Liberia. 

The launching of the programs also included two field visits on the 15
th- 

16
th

 of June 2019 

The party making the field visit consisted out of the Ambassadors team representatives of 

Solidaridad and representatives of LNBCC. Sites visited on the 15
th

 were in Bong and Nimba 

Counties. Four sites were visited, by the team, in Fuamah District, Moanga & Bellemue Kpai 

District, Bong County and Copper Village, Nimba County.  



 

 

At these project sites, the town chiefs welcomed the visiting teams and thanked the organization 

and the donor initiating the project. Project coordinators took the team through the project 

activities: a Cocoa Nursery where Solidaridad brought the seeds to establish a nursery of 68,000 

seedlings for distribution to farmers on commercial basis: Rehabilitation of old cocoa farms and 

training on Best Management Practice to increase production (doubling the output per hectare) 

and establishment of 10000 seedlings for oil palm and provision of a modern mill and building 

for SME‟s as well as building a county center for cocoa development.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On the 16
th

, the team visited two (2) project sites in Bomi; a demonstration of how Palm Oil was 

made in a traditional way and Ma Juma Farm a modern Palm Oil factory established by a 

Corporation. 

Nursery, Ambassador planting cacao seedlings, welcome by chief 

Left: traditional way of making palmoil. Right present hand mills 



 

 

 

 The modern factory is going to be upgraded with the assistance of the project to double its 

production line in order to be able to also process product delivered by SME‟s in the 

neighbourhood of the plantation. The two (2) days field visits that knowledge his and has been 

transferred to the participants of the projects and will undeniably add to improvement of the 

livelihood of population in the project areas. 

 

 

As part of the Ambassador`s mission to Liberia, he also had 

meetings with three Government Ministries (Commerce &; 

Industry, Health and Foreign Affairs) in order to discuss 

Liberia-Netherlands relationship. The discussion centered on 

Solidaridad Project with the Embassy of the Netherlands, 

Health various aid programs ongoing, Trade and other relevant 

issues. 

 

  

Modern palmoil burner Left; bunch breaker and press; Right 



 

The Ambassador‟s visit ended with a cocktail reception at Mamba Point Hotel(Paddy`s Bar) with 

the Liberia-Dutch community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CBI the Hague (CBI) Workshop 

 

The workshop started at the précised hour of 10:00. During the session, Macheal Titoe gave the 

overview of workshop and purpose of CBI visits to Liberia and after which introduced the CBI 

team. This aspect was followed by self-introduction with local farmers NGOs and other guests. 

Lisanne who is one of CBI representative read the 

agenda and further elaborated the functionaries of 

CBI which includes but not limited to, countries 

they are located, marketing information, business 

and exports coaching and value chain 

management cycle. Jeroen who formed part of 

CBI team buttressed his colleague by further 

detailing the aspect of coaching process. He also 

spoke on elevator speech and coaching of small 

farmers cooperatives and exporters on exports. A 

short video of cocoa trade fair was projected and 



summary on the expectation of CBI projects, both Sierra Leone and Liberia was explained. The 

workshop ended with questions and answers wherein ideas of participants and facilitators were 

shared across the table. See more 
 

 

The Liberia Netherlands Business and culture Council (LNBCC) Third  lunch meeting 

June 25 2019 

The LNBCC third lunch meeting was held at the 

Mamba Point Hotel. Those in attendance were 

LNBCC members, potential members and other 

organizations. Stanley Slagmolen welcomed the 

guests present and introduced the guest speaker. Mr. 

Hans Lambrecht. Who is part of the European Union 

delegation and Team Leader of Governance and 

education.  Mr. Lambrecht presented a very 

interesting and exclusive look into the work carried 

out by the EU in Liberia and presented insight on EU 

opportunities and the EU functions in Liberia. 

Particular attention was given on the EUROPE-AID 

programs being implemented in the country at 

present. Further a good look into the future relationship of the EU and the West African Region 

and particularly of course the future relation with Liberia was highlighted. Many questions were 

asked and a lively discussion evolved with the guests present resulting in an interactive lunch 

session.  
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Mr. Slagmolen then presented the members who had subscribed to LNBCC with their 

Membership Certificates. Also new persons or organisations aspiring (4) to join LNBCC gave a 

short introduction of their respective organisations. 

United Women for sustainable Development: Mrs Denise Karway 

Liberia Materials: Amalisa Mulbah Kanusie 

Newfield drilling& Mining ; Mr Richard Lamme 

The total number of members of LNBCC now is 23. As usual LNBCC member had a lot to talk 

about after the meeting making it a good networking venue.  

 

NEW MEMBERS 

Vainga Agriculture Development and Management 

Consultancy Incorporated (VADEMCO, Inc.) was founded in 

1999 to cater to the needs of smallholder farmers with the aim of 

transforming smallholder subsistence farming into smallholder 

commercial enterprise farming in a sustainable and 

environmentally friendly manner. It is 100% Liberian owned and 

registered under the Business Act of the Republic of Liberia. 

VADEMCO provides training in basic agriculture business skills 

and links farmers to profitable markets. It also supports farmers by 

identifying and providing high quality planting materials and agro-

inputs. VADEMCO has a particular expertise in tree crops, 

especially cocoa. It has worked in the remotest locations in Liberia, 

including Gbarpolu, Bomi, Bong, Lofa and Grand Cape Mount 

Counties.  

Its‟ headquarter is located at Neezoe Junction, Somalia Drive, Paynesville City, Republic of 

Liberia. It also have sub-offices in Kolahun and Bopolu, Lofa and Gbarpolu Counties 

respectively. 

VADEMCO‟s operational target is through farmer-based organizations, including cooperatives, 

smallholder producer groups, women marketing organizations, aggregators, and retailers to 

facilitate the mobilization of resources needed by Liberia: individual producer and marketing 

group in the development and management of their selective agriculture enterprises 

  



 

 

  

 

 

 

Solidaridad Network West Africa with funding support from the Dutch 

Embassy based in Accra and the European Union is implementing two 

new cocoa and oil palm programmes in Bomi, Bong, Grand Bassa, Lofa 

and Nimba counties. The cocoa programmes are implemented in Bong, 

Nimba and Lofa while the oil palm programme is implemented Bomi, 

Bong, Grand Bassa, Lofa and Nimba. The cocoa programmes seek to 

create a vibrant, competitive and profitable cocoa economy driven 

primarily by farmer groups/associations and private cocoa supply chain 

companies, within a robust national regulatory and institutional 

framework and target over 30,000 farmers. Also, the oil palm 

programme seeks to set up Best Management Practices (BMPs) through 

Small-Medium Enterprises (SMEs) in the target counties and targets over 12,000 smallholder 

farmers. 

Introduction of new Manager for Spark LNBCC Member: 

 

The new manager is Mr. Levi Zangai, a Liberian, who is excited to join SPARK to spearhead the 

organization‟s drive to promote entrepreneurship in Liberia and contribute to revitalizing the 

country‟s struggling, post-conflict economy.  

  

Mr. Zangai joins Spark with a considerable background in education and public service and has 

worked in several countries, including Liberia, the United States, Nigeria, Zimbabwe, and South 

Africa, mostly helping to develop human capitals and strengthen institutions. Dr. Zangai has 

worked as Liberia‟s Minister of Education from 1994 to 1996 amidst the country‟s 

devastating civil war. 

  

Dr Zangai holds a PhD in Public Administration & International Development from University 

of Southern California; MPA in Public Administration from University of Southern California, 

M.A in Governance & Political Science from University of San Francisco; and B.A in Political 

Science from Furman University.   

Thanks to Mr Christian Steinburg for being an inspiring member of LNBCC. 

  



 

Italian Company To Build 10,000 Housing Units In Montserrado, Margibi, Bomi Counties 

MONROVIA – An Italian company based in Liberia, Tecno Construction Limited headed by 

President and Chief Executive Officer Leonardo Inghileri, is expected to construct 10,000 

housing units in three counties as part of President George M. Weah‟s Pro poor housing project. 

Liberia is one of the many African nations that are faced with a housing problem, Tecno 

Construction partnering with Farafina Investment Group in collaboration with the National 

Housing Authority are making it possible for the Government of Liberia‟s quest to provide 

affordable housing to Liberians. 

The project when completed will bring 

relief to the citizens residing in the 

targeted counties. 

The Government of Liberia and Tecno 

Construction Ltd signed a Memorandum 

of Understanding for the construction of 

10,000 housing units in Montserrado, 

Margibi and Bomi counties as to improve 

the living conditions of Liberians.  

Click here for more of this story 

 

 

Legislature Appeals to Council of Patriots to Abandon June 7 Protest. 

MONROVIA, Montserrado – Senate Pro Tempore Albert Chie has appealed to the organizers of 

the June 7 protest to abandon their campaign in the interest of peace and stability. 

The pro tempore spoke over the weekend when the special representative of the United Nations 

secretary-general, and head of the United Nations Office for West Africa and the Sahel, 

Mohammed Ibn Chambas, paid a courtesy visit to Capitol Hill. 

In a joint press conference minutes after a closed door meeting, Chie told legislative reporters 

that he briefed the United Nations delegation on the impeachment trial of former Associate 

Justice Kabineh Ja‟neh and the participation of a few senators in the protest leadership team. 

Chie urged those involved in the planned „Save the State‟ protest to call off their plans and work 

with the government on their demands. 

https://frontpageafricaonline.com/business/liberia-italian-company-to-build-10000-housing-units-in-montserrado-margibi-bomi-counties/


 

“I‟m appealing to the June 7 protesters to abandon their action in the interest of the country‟s 

lasting peace and stability,” he said. “The protesters‟ demands will be considered by government, 

but not as an event. It is a process, but we will gradually address their concerns.” 

Also speaking after the meeting with the speaker of the House of Representatives, Bhofal 

Chambers, who thanked the United Nations for coming to mediate between the government and 

the protesters. 

  



World Bank, WAPP Workshop on PPAs, TSAs opens in Monrovia 

As the CLSG countries and TRANSCO CLSG get set to start trading electricity early next year, 

the World Bank believes that exchanging of knowledge and of best practices on doing the Power 

Purchase Agreements (PPAs) and Transmission Service Agreement (TSAs) could enrich the 

framework of reference for the countries soon to engage into exchanges of electricity through the 

CLSG transmission line. 

Meanwhile, a high-level two-day 

workshop to brainstorm on this 

issue has kicked off in Monrovia 

under the auspices of the World 

Bank, in collaboration with the 

West African Power Pool 

(WAPP), on Friday, July 5, 2019. 

The workshop on the PPAs and 

TSAs contracts for the supply and 

transportation of electricity for the 

countries participating in the 

CLSG Regional Power 

interconnection project will 

concludes Saturday, July 6, 2019. 

The Bank, which is a major 

financier of the CLSG 

interconnection project has 

invited the Management of 

TRANSCO CLSG to the 

workshop, which is part of 

the World Bank and WAPP‟s 

support for the development of an efficient regional energy trade in West Africa. The workshop 

targets the evolution of the electricity sector in the West African sub region. See more: 

The  People’s Republic of China (PRC) has pledges it’s continued support to Liberia 

The Government of the People‟s Republic of China (PRC) has pledged its continued support to 

the Liberian government and its five-year strategic plan, the Pro-poor Agenda for Prosperity and 

Development (PAPD), a dispatch has said.As expressed by Chinese President Xi Jinping, 

through Foreign Minister Wang Yi, China is committed to the concept of sincerity, real results 

and the value of friendship and shared interests, all geared towards win-win cooperation. Wang 

reiterated that China‟s cooperation with Africa is sincere; noting that they have always followed 

the principle of non-interference in the internal affairs of other countries, engaged Africa under 

the framework of South-South cooperation. According to a dispatch from Liberia‟s Embassy 

near  

https://www.transcoclsg.org/world-bank-wapp-workshop-on-ppas-tsas-opens-in-monrovia/


Beijing, China re-echoed its commitment when 

Foreign Minister Gbehzohngar Findley held 

bilateral discussions with his Chinese 

counterpart, State Councilor and Foreign 

Minister Wang Yi on the fringes of the 

Coordinators‟ Meeting on the Implementation 

of the Follow-up Actions of the Beijing Summit 

of the Forum on China-Africa Cooperation 

(FOCAC) in Beijing recently. 

See more story: 
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