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Who to contact:
Do not hesitate to contact us in case of questions, tips or with trade requests.

 
Agricultural Department West Africa

acc-lnv@minbuza.nl 

There have been some interesting news items in our three countries (Ghana,
Nigeria and Ivory Coast) over the past three months since we shared our last
newsletter. In this special edition, we would like to share some of these news

articles with our readers. 
 



Buhari Meets Dutch Queen, Speaks on Agric Reform
President Muhammadu Buhari recently held a bilateral
meeting at the margins of the United Nations General
Assembly holding in New York, USA, with Her Majesty,
Maxima Zorreguieta, Queen of The Netherlands, during
which he said Nigeria was well aware of her limitations,
and thus prioritized the provision of infrastructure
development and calls for Dutch investment in the area.
Read full story here

NIGERIA
Seven States Have Provided 19 Livestock Grazing Reserves — Minister

Seven states have set out 19 grazing reserves for the implementation of the National Livestock
Transformation Plan (NLTP), the Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development, Sabo Nanono
disclosed at the 44th Regular Meeting of the National Council on Agriculture and Rural
Development  in Abuja. 

NLTP was adopted by the National Executive Council (NEC) in 2019 to help check attacks by

armed herders on crop farmers.
 

FG, NASC and NASS unveil ‘seed game changer’, Plant
Variety Protection Act 2021

The Federal Government and the National
Agricultural Seeds Council, NASC, recently unveiled a
seed game-changer, the Plant Variety Protection, or
PVP, Act 2021, to boost the nation’s seed and food
systems. Mohammed Nanono, former Minister of
Agriculture and Rural Development, stated at the
unveiling that there would be a strong emphasis on
implementation and coordination among stakeholders
to assess implementation performance. The bill has
received accent by the Nigerian President and it is
expected to boost private sector investment in the
seed sector. The Netherlands government, through
the collaborative seed programme, is supporting
Nigerians to drive an effective and efficient
implementation of the PVP system. You can follow
this link to read more.

Nigeria, Netherlands launch 4yr
Collaborative Seed Programme to
drive food security 
Nigeria and The Netherlands have
launched a four-year Collaborative
Seed Programme (CSP) to sustainably
address major challenges in the
Nigerian seed sector. The programme,
will bring together stakeholders in the
Nigerian and Dutch seed sector to
enhance the performance of Nigeria’s
seed sector and will contribute to the
vision of the National Seed Roadmap to
ensure that smallholder farmers in
Africa’s most populous country have
access to adequate, secure, and timely
supply of quality seeds to boost their
productivity. 

https://www.nigerianfarming.com/buhari-meets-dutch-queen-speaks-on-agric-reform/
https://www.vanguardngr.com/2021/08/fg-nasc-and-nass-unveil-seed-game-changer-plant-variety-protection-act-2021/
https://businessday.ng/agriculture/article/nigeria-netherlands-launch-4yr-collaborative-seed-programme-to-drive-food-security/


Ivory Coast

Friesland Campina officially opens its
regional office in Abidjan 
Friesland Campina, a major global player
in the dairy industry, had the pleasure of
inaugurating its West Africa headquarters
in Abidjan in the presence of the Prime
Minister of Cote d'Ivoire, H.E Mr. Patrick
Achi. 

This inauguration was also the occasion
to celebrate the 100 years of the Bonnet
Rouge brand. This head office is proof of
the commitment of Friesland Campina in
Africa in the Ivory Coast. You can read
more by following this link

Koudijs invests in Cote d'Ivoire

The international Dutch company Koudijs
set out to build a poultry feed production
plant in Côte d'Ivoire. The ceremony of
the laying of the first stone took place
some ten kilometers from Abidjan. This
finished poultry feed manufacturing plant
in Attingué will create 200,000 direct and
indirect jobs. This project will help to
boost the poultry sector in Cote d'Ivoire.
8 billion FCFA will be invested in this
factory. Read full story here. 

Ivory Coast walks the talk in Value Addition to Capture
More Wealth From Booming Agriculture

Ivory Coast wrestled the world’s top producer of cocoa
position from neighbor, Ghana and has since not looked back.
The earnings from unprocessed agro-commodity exports are
very low leaving the country much dependent on loans from
abroad. The President in 2015 announced his vision to
transform the economy with a significant shift towards
processing and value addition. In partnership with the private
sector, the country, which is the second largest producer of
cashew in the world is venturing into processing of the
country’s produce. Full article 

https://news.abidjan.net/articles/697944/frieslandcampina-ouvre-officiellement-son-bureau-regional-a-abidjan-et-celebre-les-100-ans-de-sa-marque-bonnet-rouge
https://www.koaci.com/article/2021/09/11/cote-divoire/societe/cote-divoire-usine-de-fabrication-daliments-finis-pour-volaille-a-attingue-200000-emplois-directs-et-indirects-annonces_153830.html
https://thecocoapost.com/ivory-coast-walks-the-talk-in-value-addition-to-capture-more-wealth-from-booming-agriculture/


Ghana
 Government Maintains Cocoa
Producer Price for The 2021/2022
Crop Year

Government has announced Gh¢660 as
farm-gate price for a bag of 64kg of
cocoa for the 2021/2022 crop season.
The announcement was made at a news
conference in Accra by Hon. Owusu
Afriyie Akoto, Minister for Food and
Agriculture and Chairman of the
Producer Price Review Committee. Read
more

HortiFresh holds 2021 Fruit and
Veg Fair in Accra

About 70 fruits and vegetable-
producing companies participated
in a 3-day event of the 5th and last
Edition of the HortiFresh fair in
Accra.

The 3-day event which attracted a
lot of participants began on
Thursday, 28th to Saturday, 30th
October 2021 at the Efua
Sutherland Park, under the theme ”
Enhancing Horticulture Trade
Patterns in COVID-19 Era”. It was
opened by Miss Katja Lasseur, The
Deputy Netherlands Ambassador to
Ghana

 

Digitalization to be Used to Drive Ghana's Innovation
for Youth

Vice-President Mahamudu Bawumia says that the
government will leverage the progress made with
digitalization to drive innovation for the youth in
Ghana. He was speaking on Tuesday (2 November) at
Ashesi University on the theme: “Transforming an
Economy Through Digitalisation: the Ghana Story” .
The agricultural sector is also going to be formailzed
by registering all cocoa farmers and their farms as well
as label cocoa from each farm to enable tracing.
Fertilizer distribution to crop farmers will also be
digitized by middle of next year. You can find a
summary of the speech here and the full speech by
following this link 

https://cocobod.gh/news/government-maintains-cocoa-producer-price-for-the-20212022-crop-year
https://cocobod.gh/news/government-maintains-cocoa-producer-price-for-the-20212022-crop-year
https://www.modernghana.com/news/1114922/hortifresh-holds-2021-fruit-and-veg-fair-in-accra.html
https://asaaseradio.com/sim-card-re-registration-takes-off/
https://asaaseradio.com/leadership-ashesi-s-patrick-awuah-named-2015-macarthur-fellow/
https://citinewsroom.com/2021/11/failing-to-digitise-our-economy-will-have-far-reaching-consequences-bawumia/
https://docs.google.com/viewerng/viewer?url=https://media.peacefmonline.com/docs/202111/511252184_660223.pdf


Ghana controls only 3.14% of global
cocoa powder trade 

…despite producing 20% of world’s
cocoa Ghana since 2016 has been
controlling an average of three
percent of global exports in
unsweetened cocoa powder trade,
data from the Ghana Export
Promotion Authority (GEPA) has
revealed. The top-three importers
of unsweetened cocoa powder
from Ghana over the last four years
include the Netherlands, United
States of America and China in that
order. Read more

Team adjustments

The composition of the team has
changed a bit since the last time
we shared a group picture. The
team now includes an Agricultural
Advisor based in Ivory Coast
(Zacharie Thonon) and our
awesome Rijkstrainee, Lisa van
der Meer who joined the team
since June and leaves in
December. 

The agricultural counselor (Bram
Wits) works with a dedicated team
of five:

Bram Wits  Agricultural Counselor

Abdul R. Abdulai  Food Security       
Policy Officer, Ghana

Brian Udoh  Agricultural Advisor,
Nigeria

Zacharie Thonon Agricultural
Advisor, Ivory Coast

Marian Armoo Agricultural officer
- Ghana, Nigeria, Ivory Coast 

Lisa van der Meer Rijkstrainee

Upcoming Events
Ghana

Regional Event on agribusiness, FNS- Nov 8th -10th
 
Maiden “Orange Cocoa Day” – Nov 11th 2021

“Farming the Future” – December 2nd 2021 

Nigeria

Horticulture event  – December 1st 2021

Ivory Coast 
             
Orange Cocoa Day   – December 8th 2021

https://thebftonline.com/23/09/2021/ghana-controls-only-3-14-of-global-cocoa-powder-trade/

