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Sierra Leone Covid-19 Status, January 23th, 2021 
  

Confirmed cases: 7,607 

Recovery:  4,762  

Death: 125 

   
Source: https://mohs.gov.sl/  
  

DEAR READERS, 

 We want to wish you a happy new year full of positivity and growth. However, we 
acknowledge that the pandemic is still ongoing and therefore, we want to encourage you 

all to keep adhering to the appropriate measures that are there to protect us from the 
coronavirus. Your safety and the safety of others comes first. 
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Head of EU delegation in Sierra Leone presents, “EU – Sierra Leone 
Cooperation Strategy 2021 - 2027” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EU Ambassador to Sierra Leone – Manuel Müller and the Head of Cooperation, Gerald Hatler 
early this week presented the European Union – Sierra Leone cooperation strategy 2021-2027 to 
the country’s Minister of Planning and Economic Development, Dr Francis Kaikai and a host of 
other State authorities in Freetown. 
 
Ambassador Müller said that the EU’s cooperation with Sierra Leone is based on shared values, 
and is committed to support the Government of Sierra Leone’s development initiatives to foster 
sustainable peace, unity and prosperity. 
 
The cooperation strategy document also known as the Multi-Annual Indicative Programme (MIP) 
for Sierra Leone 2021 – 2027, focuses on three main priorities. They include Green Economy, 
Human Development and Governance. 
 
Green Economy – focuses on addressing the crucial social issue of addressing decent jobs and a 
sustainable, inclusive green economic transformation. It aims to increase access to a modern, 
sustainable, affordable and reliable energy for jobs and growth and to develop a sustainable, 
employment-oriented agriculture and fisheries food systems for health and nutrition security. It. 
This component will also specifically focus on addressing restoration, management and protection 
of terrestrial and marine biodiversity and ecosystems in Sierra Leone. 
 
Human Development – this component focuses on creating an enabling environment for people 
to enjoy long, healthy and creative lives through sustainable investment in Basic and Secondary 
Education and TVET, improving the quality literacy and numeracy, skills and qualifications of the 
population. It will also address social protection issues with the objective of reducing 
vulnerabilities and enable sustainable growth. 
 
Governance – the EU aims to promote democratic institutions, fundamental rights and freedoms. 
Credible and inclusive elections will remain key priorities of the EU action, as well as 
government’s effectiveness and public service delivery at national and local level. Economic 
governance will also be targeted to underpin sustainable economic and social policies by 
strengthening public finance management, transparency and domestic resources mobilization and 
improving the business climate. 
 
Source: https://www.thesierraleonetelegraph.com/head-of-eu-delegation-in-sierra-leone-
presents-eu-sierra-leone-cooperation-strategy/ 

https://www.thesierraleonetelegraph.com/head-of-eu-delegation-in-sierra-leone-presents-eu-sierra-leone-cooperation-strategy/
https://www.thesierraleonetelegraph.com/head-of-eu-delegation-in-sierra-leone-presents-eu-sierra-leone-cooperation-strategy/


  

 

New Pan-African payments system provides big relief for African traders 

When Fidelis Adele, the CEO of Freetown-based Solid Graphics, a printing and communications 
company, needed to order some printing equipment from Nigeria in September, he paid an extra 
$165 on top of a $10,000 bank transfer to the seller. Yet it took three days for the money 
transferred in Sierra Leone to be credited to the beneficiary’s account in Nigeria. 
 
“I paid $30 as transfer fee, $35 as SWIFT charges and another $100 bank charges,” Mr. Adele 
told Africa Renewal. SWIFT stands for Society for Worldwide Interbank Financial 
Telecommunication, a global network that processes international payments. Mr. Adele did not 
attempt to use financial services companies such as Western Union or MoneyGram because the 
“exchange rate for those companies is just bad.” The other option would have been to fly to 
Lagos, a three-hour journey, carrying the physical cash along. “I have done that a few times,” he 
said, “but it is not cost-effective unless it’s a huge amount, and it is risky.” Traders across Africa 
experience similar ordeal paying for goods or services across borders. In the process they lose 
valuable time and money. 
 
This cumbersome and time-consuming process “costs us [Africans] about $5 billion in [money 
transfer] charges each year,” according to Benedict Oramah, President of the African Export-
Import Bank (Afreximbank), in an interview with Africa Renewal. “We are a poor continent. We 
shouldn’t waste money like that.” 
 
Payment system launched 
To address the situation, Afreximbank has partnered with the African Continental Free Trade 
Area (AfCFTA) Secretariat to launch the Pan-African Payments and Settlement Systems (PAPSS), 
a platform that facilitates instant cross-border payments in local currencies between countries. 
 
The PAPSS has been piloted successfully in the six countries that make up the West African 
Monetary Zone (WAMZ)—Nigeria, the Gambia, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ghana and Guinea. 
Because of its multi-currency and bi-lingual makeup, WAMZ is considered a microcosm of the 
continent. On using WAMZ for the pilot, Prof. Oramah says: “The six WAMZ countries have 
different currencies. One of the countries is Francophone and the others are Anglophone. You 
have a big economy like Nigeria and then you have smaller economies. So anything that can go 
wrong in other parts of Africa would have gone wrong in the WAMZ, and we will have been able 
to address it during the piloting phase.” 
 
The operational rollout of PAPSS was announced at the end of September, meaning that 
countries’ central banks, which will be the clearing agents, can now coordinate with Afreximbank, 
which is the main clearing agent and provider of settlement guarantees and overdraft facilities. 
 



  

 

Afreximbank doled out $500 million to service West Africa and intends to provide a further $3 
billion for an Africa-wide PAPSS operation. Analysts expect African traders, especially those in 
West Africa, to begin to take advantage of the platform by the end of 2021. Mr. Oramah, who is 
based in Cairo, Egypt, explains the hurdles faced by African traders in personal terms: “I want to 
transfer money to Nigeria from Egypt. It goes through a corresponding bank in a country outside 
of Africa before it arrives in Nigeria. I pay charges before the person in Nigeria gets it. 
 
“And it takes time. Sometimes it takes weeks. So, we [Afreximbank] calculated how much that 
costs the continent—forget about the time—it costs Africans $5 billion yearly. “Also, if I am in 
Egypt, and I want to watch my favourite Nollywood movies, I probably have to remit in US 
dollars. But the PAPSS changes that for you. All you need do is pay the Nigerian producer in 
Nigerian Naira.” 
 
The CEO of PAPSS Mike Ogbalu says that during the piloting phase in West Africa, bank 
accounts in different countries were debited and credited within 10 seconds.  He has assured of a 
robust technology that can handle large transactions. 
 
How PAPSS works 
Sending money using the PAPSS is a five-step process: 

• The first step is when an individual issues a payment instruction to their local bank or payment 
service provider. 

• Second, the bank or the payment service provider  sends the instructions to PAPSS. 

• Third, PAPSS validates the payment instruction. 

• Fourth, upon successful validation, PAPSS will forward the instruction to the beneficiary’s 
bank or payment service provider. 

• Lastly, the bank or payment service provide pays the transferred funds, in local currency, to 
the beneficiary. 
 

In announcing the rollout of PAPSS, Afreximbank says that by “simplifying cross-border 
transactions and reducing the dependency on hard currencies for these transactions, PAPSS is set 
to boost intra-African trade significantly.” Intra-African trade is currently at a meagerly 17 per 
cent. 
 
The PAPSS is also expected to lead to increases in value addition to products, jobs creation and 
more earnings for traders. Wamkele Mene, the Secretary-General of AfCFTA Secretariat, said 
PAPSS will lead to efficient cross-border trade transactions and put Africa on a new economic 
trajectory. “There are 42 currencies in Africa. We want to make sure that a trader in Ghana can 
transfer Ghanaian cedi to a counterpart in Kenya who will receive Kenyan shillings,” Mr. Mene 
told Africa Renewal in an earlier interview. 
 
Mr. Adele agrees that PAPSS will help his business. “If I can take the Leones to a bank here [in 
Sierra Leone] and pay for printing products in Nigeria, and the money is instantly deposited in 
the beneficiary’s account in Nigeria, that would be extraordinary,” he says. Until briefed by Africa 
Renewal, Mr. Adele was not aware of the PAPSS, underscoring the communication challenge of 
raising intra-African traders’ awareness about the platform. Mr. Oramah notes, however, that a 
campaign is underway to market and promote the PAPSS, hoping that by the end of the year 
African traders will be informed enough to use the system. 

 

Source: https://www.thesierraleonetelegraph.com/new-pan-african-payments-system-provides-
big-relief-for-african-traders/ 

 

https://www.thesierraleonetelegraph.com/new-pan-african-payments-system-provides-big-relief-for-african-traders/
https://www.thesierraleonetelegraph.com/new-pan-african-payments-system-provides-big-relief-for-african-traders/


  

 

Sierra Leone is investment-friendly – President Bio told investors at the 
Turkey-Africa Partnership Summit 
 

 
 
President Bio, towards the end of December 2021, presented a strong case for investment 
opportunities in Sierra Leone at the third Turkey-Africa Partnership Summit, a two-day 
conference, hosted by President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan to launch a new stage in Turkey’s relations 
with the African Union and African countries.  
 
“We have put in place investment-friendly tax incentives and policies; streamlined processes for 
expediting the establishment and protection of the interests of credible investors; and we offer 
diverse opportunities in agriculture, fisheries, tourism, infrastructure, manufacturing, energy, and 
mining to Turkish and any interested businesses. “We will spare no efforts to make the business 
ecosystem ever more conducive to attract more Turkish and the capital of others and for those 
companies to maximise returns on their investment,” he assured. 
 
The President also outlined progress in consolidating peace and democracy, ruling justly, and 
investing in people, adding that his development aspirations are outlined in his government’s 
comprehensive Medium-Term National Development Plan that is also aligned with both the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development of the United Nations and the 2063 Agenda of the African 
Union.  
 
“We believe that a skilled, healthy, and productive population is a critical enabler of sustainable 
and inclusive development. Ours is a commitment to do right by our people and we will continue 
implementing the right reforms that prime Sierra Leone for sustainable development. He closed 
by expressing hope that the number of agreements, protocols, and Memoranda of Understanding 
signed and ratified with the Republic of Turkey would further strengthen and operationalise 
mutual cooperation.  
 
President Bio is among some 16 African Heads of State attending the summit, including Félix 
Tshisekedi, current chair of the AU, Senegal’s Macky Sall, Ghana’s Nana Akufo-Addo, 
representing Ecowas, Rwanda’s Paul Kagame, Zimbabwe’s Emmerson Mnangagwa and 
Muhammadu Buhari of Nigeria. They are accompanied by 102 ministers, including 26 foreign 
ministers, from 39 countries. 

 

Source: https://www.thesierraleonetelegraph.com/sierra-leone-is-investment-friendly-president-
bio-told-investors-at-the-turkey-africa-partnership-summit/ 

:%20https:/www.thesierraleonetelegraph.com/sierra-leone-is-investment-friendly-president-bio-told-investors-at-the-turkey-africa-partnership-summit/
:%20https:/www.thesierraleonetelegraph.com/sierra-leone-is-investment-friendly-president-bio-told-investors-at-the-turkey-africa-partnership-summit/


  

 

Procurement Notices 

 

Bid Summary: Tenders Are Invited For Construction Of A Cancer Center 

Funded by:  Ministry of Health and Sanitation 

Bid deadline: 17 February 2022 

………………………………………………………… 

Bid Summary:  Tenders Are Invited For Computer Consumables 

Funded by:   Petroleum Regulatory Agency 

Bid deadline:  15 February 2022 

………………………………………………………… 

Bid Summary: Tenders Are Invited For Procurement Of Office Supplies 

Funded by: Audit Service Sierra Leone 

Bid deadline: 10 February 2022 

 

 
For full/more procurement’s notices, visit: 
https://www.ungm.org/Public/Notice 

https://www.nppa.gov.sl/ 

https://www.sl.undp.org/content/sierraleone/en/home/procurement.htm 

https://www.biddetail.com/global-tenders/sierra-leone-tenders 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.ungm.org/Public/Notice
https://www.nppa.gov.sl/
https://www.sl.undp.org/content/sierraleone/en/home/procurement.htm
https://www.biddetail.com/global-tenders/sierra-leone-tenders


  

 

How to Protect Yourself from covid-19 

Older adults and people who have severe underlying chronic medical conditions like heart or lung disease or 
diabetes seem to be at higher risk for developing more serious complications from COVID-19 illness. Please consult 
with your health care provider about additional steps you may be able to take to protect yourself.  

                                                                                
Clean your hands often                                                                      Cover Coughs and Sneezes 

• Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds especially after you have been in 
a public place, or after blowing your nose, coughing, or sneezing. 

• If soap and water are not readily available, use a hand sanitiser that contains at least 60% alcohol. 
Cover all surfaces of your hands and rub them together until they feel dry. 

• Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed hands. 

• Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue when you cough or sneeze or use the inside of your elbow. 

• Throw used tissues in the trash. 

• Immediately wash your hands with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. If soap and water are not 
readily available, clean your hands with a hand sanitiser that contains at least 60% alcohol. 

                                                                          
       Avoid close contact                                                                             Stay home if you’re sick 

• Stay home if you are sick, and only go out when you need to get medical care.  

• Avoid close contact with people who are sick 

• Put distance between yourself and other people if COVID-19 is spreading in your community. 
This is especially important for people who are at higher risk of getting very sick. 

 
 
                                                                        
 
     Wear a facemask if you are sick                                                                Clean and disinfect       

• If you are sick: You should wear a facemask when you are around other people (e.g., sharing a room 
or vehicle) and before you enter a healthcare provider’s office. If you are not able to wear a facemask 
(for example, because it causes trouble breathing), then you should do your best to cover your coughs 
and sneezes, and people who are caring for you should wear a facemask if they enter your room. 

• If you are NOT sick: You do not need to wear a facemask unless you are caring for someone who is 
sick (and they are not able to wear a facemask). Facemasks may be in short supply and they should be 
saved for caregivers. 

SOURCES: 
1. https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/.html 
2. http://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/misinformation_related_to_the_2019_coronavirus_pandemic 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/.html


  

 

 

 

 

COLOFON 

 

Credits 
 
This newsletter is written and edited by Kemurl Fofanah for the SLNBCC. All articles are 

written by SLNBCC staff, or shared from news sources with correct references. 

 

Feedback 
 
Do you have any comments, suggestions or remarks on this newsletter? Feel free to contact 

us at any time. Please send an email to ibnfofanah@gmail.com or binta@gnbcc.net. Also, 

we are looking for more press releases from our members. If you have anything you would 

like to share with our extensive network, our monthly newsletter provides the perfect 

platform to do so. 
 

Membership 
 
If you are interested in becoming an SLNBCC Member, please contact Binta Jalloh 

directly through binta@gnbcc.net or by calling +232(0)78381007. 

 

www.slnbcc.com 
 
www.facebook.com/slnbcc 

 

Thank you for reading our newsletter, the SLNBCC team: Binta Jalloh, Kemurl Fofanah,  

 

                                                                

mailto:binta@gnbcc.net

