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Sierra Leone Covid-19 Status, March 29th, 2022 
  

Confirmed cases: 7,665 

Recovery:  4,810  

Death: 125 

   
Source: https://mohs.gov.sl/  
  

DEAR READERS, 

 Your safety and the safety of others comes first, so we encourage you to be mindful of 
Covid19. 
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World Bank approves new grant for Sierra Leone to strengthen social safety 

 
The World Bank has approved a $40 million International Development Association (IDA) grant 
to support improved access to social safety nets and income generating opportunities for over 
176,000 beneficiaries, including women, youth and persons with disabilities in Sierra Leone. 
 
The Productive Social Safety Nets and Youth Employment Project will provide consumption 
support to rural extreme-poor households, introduce a package of economic inclusion services to 
help build a foundation for transiting extreme-poor households out of poverty, support youth 
engagement in rural and urban areas through productive public works, and provide opportunities 
to urban youth through entrepreneurship grants and training. 
 
The Project will also continue to strengthen the delivery systems and institutional capacity for 
project management, implementation, and coordination for future implementation of programs 
related to social protection and jobs in the country. 
 
“The social safety net system in Sierra Leone is proving very effective in reaching the poorest 
families whose situation has been worsened by the negative impact of COVID-19. Cash transfers 
help poor families to invest in better food, education and preventive health care of their children, 
thus contributing toward building the human capital of these children,” said Abdu Muwonge, 
World Bank Country Manager for Sierra Leone. 
 
“This financing will build on the existing Social Safety Net project; it will help expand the coverage 
of the program and contribute toward improving the access of poor households to health and 
education services, particularly for women, youth and persons with disabilities,” Abdu Muwonge 
said.  
 
According to the World Bank, Sierra Leone has a high proportion of youth who are not in 
education, employment, or training, with female youth and youth with disabilities the most 
affected. 
 
The country was one of the first to implement a World Bank-financed cash transfer in response 
to the onset of COVID-19. Under the Emergency Cash Transfer (ECT) program, the 
Government provided one-off cash payments to nearly 65,000 vulnerable informal sector workers 
in the country. 
 



  

 

In addition, through the swift restructuring of the Social Safety Net project in response to the 
COVID-19 crisis, the Government is also providing regular consumption support to 65,000 
extreme-poor households, including persons with disabilities, in rural and urban areas. 
 
The World Bank says that recent quantitative and qualitative analysis shows that cash transfers 
have been effective at reducing poverty and helping to improve human capital outcomes of 
beneficiary households, and in reaching the population most likely to be vulnerable to climate 
change. The analysis finds that beneficiaries mainly use the transfers to cover school expenses (44 
percent) and to buy more and quality food (40 percent). 
 
“Building on the instrumental role played by the social protection programs to shield the extreme-
poor households and vulnerable informal sector workers from the negative economic impacts of 
COVID-19, this operation will help lay the groundwork for a strong and resilient recovery in 
Sierra Leone,” said Junko Onishi, Senior Social Protection Specialist and Task Team Leader. 
 
The Productive Social Safety Nets and Youth Employment Project will provide much needed 
technical and financial support to the Government to advance the agenda of social protection and 
jobs in the country. It will also support labor-intensive public works to upgrade sanitation 
infrastructure and improve climate change mitigation and adaptation in rural and urban areas. 
 
The project will support youth-owned enterprises in Bo, Kenema, Makeni, Port Loko, and 
Freetown in getting access to business grants and training opportunities and creating a platform 
that allows youth to access livelihood, training, and empowerment opportunities in the labor 
market. 
 
Source: https://www.thesierraleonetelegraph.com/world-bank-approves-new-grant-for-sierra-
leone-to-strengthen-social-safety/ 
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AfDB approves strategy for addressing fragility and building resilience in 
Africa 2022-2026 

 
The Board of Directors of the African Development Bank Group (AfDB) has approved a new 
strategy for addressing fragility and building resilience in Africa for the period 2022-2026. The 
strategy offers a roadmap for building more resilient institutions, economies, and societies across 
the continent over the next five years. This is the Bank’s third fragility and resilience strategy, built 
upon previous strategies in 2008 and 2014. 
 
It draws on lessons learned from the Bank’s 20-year engagement on fragility in Africa and its 
increasingly sophisticated understanding of its drivers. The strategy has been informed by 
extensive consultations with partners and stakeholders, and identifies three interconnected and 
mutually reinforcing priorities, namely: strengthening institutional capacity, building resilient 
societies and catalysing private investment. 
 
“These priorities have clear synergies with many of the Bank’s existing sectoral and thematic 
strategies, including the Strategy for Economic Governance in Africa, the Private Sector 
Development Strategy, and all the High 5 priorities,” said Dr. Yero Baldeh, Director of the 
Transition States Coordination Office. 
 
Despite major economic gains across Africa over the past two decades, evidenced by 
improvements in basic services, infrastructure and governance, significant parts of Africa have 
been left behind. These have been found to be regions most vulnerable to instability and crisis. 
 
The COVID-19 pandemic and the effects of climate change have further underscored that 
fragility can arise in any context. While looking at fragility as a condition that can arise in any 
context, the strategy details how the Bank Group will adapt its operations and instruments to 
tackle the root causes of conflict and fragility, recognising the need to scale up investment in crisis 
prevention. 
 
It is anchored in a theory of change that links measures to strengthen the Bank Group’s capacity 
and portfolio to deliver better results in fragile contexts with an end goal of increasing resilience 
in Africa. 
 
The strategy also defines a set of operational levers that will enable it to work more effectively in 
fragile contexts, including a strong program of analytical work, systematic application of the 
fragility lens in country and regional strategies, planning, and project design. 



  

 

 
The African Development Bank’s evolved understanding of fragility has enabled it to draw up a 
blueprint anchored in an approach focused on building resilience in all its African member 
countries, and the recognition of  the need to shift resources from crisis response to long-term 
investment in crisis prevention. Progress will be tracked through a results measurement and 
reporting framework  and a mid-term review. 
 
Ms. Yacine Fal, Ag. Vice-President, Regional Development, Integration, and Business Delivery 
said: “This is an ambitious yet realistic strategy, grounded firmly in the Bank’s comparative 
advantage, unique mandate, and position within Africa’s development architecture. It will 
reinvigorate and scale up the Bank’s engagement on fragility in Africa by making its full suite of 
operations and instruments more effective at preventing crises and building resilience.” 
 
The African Development Bank Group (AfDB) is Africa’s premier development finance 
institution. It comprises three distinct entities: the African Development Bank (AfDB), the 
African Development Fund (ADF) and the Nigeria Trust Fund (NTF). On the ground in 37 
African countries with an external office in Japan, the AfDB contributes to the economic 
development and the social progress of its 54 regional member states. 
 

Source: https://www.thesierraleonetelegraph.com/afdb-approves-strategy-for-addressing-
fragility-and-building-resilience-in-africa-2022-2026/ 
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ECOWAS Bank for Investment and Development secures $100 million 
credit line for private sector transformation 

 
Dr. George Agyekum Nana DONKOR, President and Chairman of the Board of Directors of 
the ECOWAS Bank for Investment and Development (EBID), and Mr. Subhasis Dhal, Chief 
Executive of India Exim Bank, on the 24 of March 2022 signed an historic commercial credit line 
agreement for an amount of USD 100 million in the London office of the India Exim Bank. The 
two Financial Institutions, through this credit line agreement, intend to engender the impactful 
transformation of the private sector in the West African sub-region. 
 
During the ceremony, Dr DONKOR said, “This is a milestone event towards the EBID’s vision 
to be an effective instrument for poverty alleviation, wealth creation and job promotion for the 
well-being of the people of the ECOWAS sub-region. This facility expands a longstanding 
partnership between India EXIM and EBID, which began in 2006 with signing of a line of credit 
for public sector projects in the amount of $250 million. As at today, there are four Indian lines 
of credit amounting to $ 1billion of which $912 million has been allocated across 39 projects in 
the ECOWAS member states. However, Dr Donkor noted “This is the first time India Eximbank 
is extending a facility to EBID for financing private sector projects, an indication of the 
confidence India Eximbank has in the private sector portfolio and the strategic direction of the 
Bank” 
 
On her part, the Managing Director of India Exim Bank, Mrs. Harsha Bangari, stated that “This 
structured long tenor credit line agreed between EBID and India Exim Bank, is a reflection of 
India Exim Bank’s strategy and commitment to developing global partnership and clear evidence 
of India’s developmental and friendly outlook towards the African continent, to ensure post 
Covid-19 recovery.” 
 
Commenting on the already existing relationship between the two organisations, Mr Saroj 
Khuntia, General Manager of Lines of Credit, India Exim Bank, was optimistic that this new 
initiative would provide multiple opportunities to bridge the infrastructure gap and drive 
sustainable economic growth in the West African sub-region. 
 
This milestone further establishes EBID as a credible partner with in depth knowlege of the West 
African development finance landscape and is poised to effectively transform ECOWAS 
communities by creating the conditions capable of enhancing the emergence of a Restored, 
Enabled and Resilient West Africa that is perfectly integrated both internally, and in the global 
economic system. 
 



  

 

About the India Exim Bank 
 
The India Exim Bank was set up in 1982 by an Act of Parliament and is fully owned by the 
Government of India. It is the principal financial institution for coordinating the working of 
institutions engaged in financing exports and imports. India Exim Bank, has over the years, played 
a catalytic role in facilitating India’s integration with the global economy by promoting, financing 
and facilitating India’s international trade and investment. The Bank’s range of programmes have 
helped Indian enterprises become competitive and develop a global footprint. 
 
 
The ECOWAS Bank for Investment and Development (EBID) is a leading regional investment 
and development bank, owned by the fifteen (15) ECOWAS Member States, namely, Benin, 
Burkina Faso, Cape Verde, Côte d’Ivoire, The Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Liberia, 
Mali, Niger, Nigeria, Senegal, Sierra Leone and Togo. Based in Lomé, Togolese Republic. The 
Bank is committed to financing developmental projects and programs covering diverse initiatives 
from infrastructure and basic amenities, rural development and environment, industry, and social 
services sectors, through its private and public sector windows. EBID intervenes through long, 
medium, and short-term loans, equity participation, lines of credit, refinancing, financial 
engineering operations and related services. 
 
https://www.thesierraleonetelegraph.com/ecowas-bank-for-investment-and-development-
secures-100-million-credit-line-for-private-sector-transformation/ 
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Procurement Notices 

 

Bid Summary: Procurement Plan For Development Of Payment Solutions And Capacity 
Building For Ecosystem Actors 

Funded by:  Bank of Sierra Leone 

Bid deadline: 16 April 2022 

………………………………………………………… 

Bid Summary:  Tenders are invited for SUPPLIERS OF FOOD AND NON-FOOD ITEMS 

(NFIs 

Funded by:   World Food Organisation (WFP) 

Bid deadline:  19 April 2022 

………………………………………………………… 

Bid Summary: Tenders are invited for Design And Build A Primary Data Centre At The 

National Civil Registration Authority Headquarters In Freetown, Sierra Leone 

Funded by: United Nations Office for Project Services (UNOPS) 

Bid deadline: 15 April 2022 

 
For full/more procurement’s notices, visit: 
https://www.ungm.org/Public/Notice 

https://www.nppa.gov.sl/ 

https://www.sl.undp.org/content/sierraleone/en/home/procurement.htm 

https://www.biddetail.com/global-tenders/sierra-leone-tenders 
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How to Protect Yourself from covid-19 

Older adults and people who have severe underlying chronic medical conditions like heart or lung disease or 
diabetes seem to be at higher risk for developing more serious complications from COVID-19 illness. Please consult 
with your health care provider about additional steps you may be able to take to protect yourself.  

                                                                                
Clean your hands often                                                                      Cover Coughs and Sneezes 

• Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds especially after you have been in 
a public place, or after blowing your nose, coughing, or sneezing. 

• If soap and water are not readily available, use a hand sanitiser that contains at least 60% alcohol. 
Cover all surfaces of your hands and rub them together until they feel dry. 

• Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed hands. 

• Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue when you cough or sneeze or use the inside of your elbow. 

• Throw used tissues in the trash. 

• Immediately wash your hands with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. If soap and water are not 
readily available, clean your hands with a hand sanitiser that contains at least 60% alcohol. 

                                                                          
       Avoid close contact                                                                             Stay home if you’re sick 

• Stay home if you are sick, and only go out when you need to get medical care.  

• Avoid close contact with people who are sick 

• Put distance between yourself and other people if COVID-19 is spreading in your community. 
This is especially important for people who are at higher risk of getting very sick. 

 
 
                                                                        
 
     Wear a facemask if you are sick                                                                Clean and disinfect       

• If you are sick: You should wear a facemask when you are around other people (e.g., sharing a room 
or vehicle) and before you enter a healthcare provider’s office. If you are not able to wear a facemask 
(for example, because it causes trouble breathing), then you should do your best to cover your coughs 
and sneezes, and people who are caring for you should wear a facemask if they enter your room. 

• If you are NOT sick: You do not need to wear a facemask unless you are caring for someone who is 
sick (and they are not able to wear a facemask). Facemasks may be in short supply and they should be 
saved for caregivers. 

SOURCES: 
1. https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/.html 
2. http://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/misinformation_related_to_the_2019_coronavirus_pandemic 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/.html


  

 

 

 

 

COLOFON 

 

Credits 
 
This newsletter is written and edited by Kemurl Fofanah for the SLNBCC. All articles are 

written by SLNBCC staff, or shared from news sources with correct references. 

 

Feedback 
 
Do you have any comments, suggestions or remarks on this newsletter? Feel free to contact 

us at any time. Please send an email to ibnfofanah@gmail.com or binta@gnbcc.net. Also, 

we are looking for more press releases from our members. If you have anything you would 

like to share with our extensive network, our monthly newsletter provides the perfect 

platform to do so. 
 

Membership 
 
If you are interested in becoming an SLNBCC Member, please contact Binta Jalloh 

directly through binta@gnbcc.net or by calling +232(0)78381007. 

 

www.slnbcc.com 
 
www.facebook.com/slnbcc 

 

Thank you for reading our newsletter, the SLNBCC team: Binta Jalloh, Kemurl Fofanah,  

 

                                                                

mailto:binta@gnbcc.net

