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Sierra Leone Covid-19 Status, April 29th, 2022 
  

Confirmed cases: 7,665 

Recovery:  4,810  

Death: 125 

   
Source: https://mohs.gov.sl/  
  

DEAR READERS, 

We want to encourage you to still countine the fight against Covid-19 and keep protecting 
yourself and loved ones. 
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Africa’s new harvest: To transform agriculture, we must speed up 
innovations and collaboration Mr Qu Dongyu, Director-General (FAO) 

 

 

A promising transformation has already started in Africa’s farmlands. Family farmers are 

increasingly using innovative approaches and scientific research, combined with traditional 

knowledge, to increase the productivity of their fields, diversify their crops, boost their nutrition, 

and build climate resilience. This shift can go much further with the addition of digital tools, 

increased links to markets, and greater efficiency along agri-food chains, especially if the private 

sector and national policies also support the effort. The Food and Agriculture Organization of 

the United Nations (FAO), along with a broad range of partners, is working to promote the 

African continent to make Africa’s agri-food systems more efficient, more inclusive, more 

resilient, and more sustainable. 

 

For this transformation to be achieved, African countries must be in the driver’s seat. From 11 to 

14 April 2022, representatives from more than 50 African countries came together at the 32nd 

Session of the FAO Regional Conference for Africa in Malabo, Equatorial Guinea, to define 

regional priorities for agri-food systems transformation on the continent. The conference comes 

at a time when 281 million people in Africa do not have enough food to eat each day, nearly three-

quarters of the African population cannot afford nutritious food, and drought threatens lives and 



  

 

livelihoods in the Horn of Africa. Meanwhile, countries are still grappling with the economic 

effects of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 

“Like the tall ceiba tree on Equatorial Guinea’s national flag, which grows around the island of 

Malabo, we too must stand tall in the face of Africa’s many simultaneous and overlapping 

challenges”. Mr Qu Dongyu, Director-General of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the 

UN mentioned. During the event, a four-day high-level meeting was held where leaders of the 

African Union member countries first committed to transforming the African agriculture sector 

to end hunger in Africa by 2025. 

 

Mr Qu Dongyu further stated that, without extraordinary efforts by every African country, it will 

be difficult to meet the set aspirations and the targets of the Sustainable Development Goals 

(SDGs). Digitalization and the African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA) can be game-

changers in this extraordinary effort. He explained that FAO has identified digitalization as a core 

element of rural development. Their 1000 Digital Villages initiative is currently being piloted in 

seven African countries. It aims to equip communities with digital tools and services to fast-track 

rural transformation and wellbeing. Through that initiative, FAO has already supported countries 

in using digital tools to create electronic land registries and apps for pest and disease management, 

including extension services reaching the last mile farmers. 

 

“The AfCFTA can radically transform Africa’s rural prosperity. This regional single market, 

covering 1.2 billion consumers, is a major opportunity to boost economic growth, reduce poverty, 

and broaden economic inclusion. Swift national implementation, taking into account women and 

youth, will see this opportunity benefit all”. Mr Qu Dongyu. 

 

It can be said that African countries already have a suite of instruments to speed up the 

transformation of agri-food systems and rural development. Chief among them is the 

Comprehensive African Agricultural Development Programme (CAADP) — the continent-wide 



  

 

initiative led by African countries to end hunger and reduce poverty through agricultural 

development. 

 

Other existing instruments to accelerate progress include the Programme for Infrastructure 

Development in Africa (PIDA), which provides a common framework for African stakeholders 

to build integrated infrastructure to boost trade and jobs; the African Union Climate Change 

Strategy which aims at achieving the Agenda 2063 Vision by building the resilience of the 

continent to the negative impacts of climate change; the Science Technology Innovation Strategy 

for Africa (STISA), which can have enormous benefits for agriculture; and Boosting Intra African 

Trade to make trade a development driver. 

 

These issues and more were at the core of the 32nd Session of the FAO Regional Conference for 

Africa. Ministerial roundtables focus on the policy priorities needed to address and mitigate the 

impacts of COVID-19 on African agri-food systems; investing in ecosystem restoration in Africa 

for agri-food systems transformation; promoting trade and investment under the AfCFTA; and 

ensuring that women, youth, and rural farmers are included in the continent’s agri-food systems. 

 

Source: [food and nutrition security confrence] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.thesierraleonetelegraph.com/africas-new-harvest-to-transform-agriculture-we-must-speed-up-innovations-and-collaboration/


  

 

 The new Leones, when is it going to be introduced and how will it fair? 

 

“Very soon, the country will be having to deal with a new currency, dubbed the New Leone”. 

That statement was uttered before the month of the country’s 61st independence celebration and 

until now, we are still waiting on the introduction of the new currency. The new leone is a situation 

where the three last zeros of the current currency have been removed, to reduce the number of 

values of the country’s currency.  

 

That decision attracted a lot of criticism from the public including an economist, simply for the 

fact that such a decision can be attributed to the rise in the exchange rate and also, it does not 

seem to be addressing the high inflation rate in the country. Despite these criticisms, the 

government has gone ahead to print the new notes and they are said to be in-country now, ready 

for use but when exactly are we going to start using the new leones is yet to be determined.  

 

One of the realities that the new leones would have to deal with, is the issue of members of the 

public not knowing very much about how to calculate the difference between the new leone 

comparing it to the old ones. That situation will seriously affect business transactions, especially 

among petty traders and SMEs. We are yet to see action taken to educate the masses about the 

new currency, except for posters of the various denominations and their value is mostly in the 



  

 

central business districts. When considering the cost of printing the new leones, some Economists 

say that the move was ill-informed and not in the interest of the country. They also say that, unlike 

other countries that have redenominated their currencies, Sierra Leone lacks what it should use 

to back the currency. They gave us an example of the availability of Gold in Ghana to back their 

redenomination stride. One notable objector to the introduction of this currency is Economist 

Prince Macauley, who said that there is no stability in the Leone currently in use, with the dollar 

skyrocketing by the day.  

 

He said that the new currency will enter the market already dead, and tends to cause more hardship 

and confusion to the people. He furthered that for a country to re-denominate its currency, there 

is the need for its economy to be stable and its currency also stable against the dollar, but the 

opposite is the case with Sierra Leone. He furthered that even the dollar is hard to get, with the 

black market being the order of the day. Also that all importers have to look to the black market 

for dollars to order their goods, thus in his opinion, this move was ill-advised and not timely, as 

the new currency will be “dead on arrival”.  

 

Source: [Sierra Express Media]  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://sierraexpressmedia.com/?p=89406


  

 

World Food Program to step up food security in Sierra Leone with $3.85 
million in Japanese funding 
 

 
 
The Government of Japan and the United Nations WFP have signed an agreement for a 

contribution of US$3.85 million toward WFP in Sierra Leone. The grant is for strengthening 

agricultural value chains in the Kambia, Kenema, Koinadugu, Moyamba, Pujehun and Tonkolili 

districts of Sierra Leone. The agreement was signed by H.E Mochizuki Hisanobu (right), the 

Japanese Ambassador to Sierra Leone, based in Ghana, and the WFP Country Director in Ghana, 

Barbara Clemens, on behalf of the Country Director, WFP Sierra Leone, Steve Nsubuga 

 

Commenting on the new funding, Ambassador Mochizuki Hisanobu said: “I am pleased that 

Japan and WFP have the opportunity to build on our previous work to address food security in 

Sierra Leone, where the livelihoods of many people are dependent on agriculture. This is a valued 

partnership that we do not take for granted. “Japan recognizes the importance of cooperation in 

agriculture as a way to reduce poverty and address food insecurity. This is why over the years we 

have prioritized the improvement of agricultural production through knowledge sharing, 

experience and grant support in many developing countries. 

 

“In the case of Sierra Leone, Japan acknowledges the reliance on agriculture as a source of 

employment, especially for the rural poor and food security for the growing population. Japan 



  

 

also acknowledges the fact that, despite the significant role the agricultural sector plays in Sierra 

Leone, there are a lot of challenges that make it difficult for the sector to realize its full potential. 

In this regard, we are pleased that through this grant WFP can extend various support to farmers 

in the areas of production, processing, distribution and consumption. 

 

“Japan has a long history of promoting efforts in agricultural development in Sierra Leone and 

Africa at large. Major commitments have been announced at previous TICAD summits to support 

agricultural development in Africa. Notable among them is the Initiative for Food and Nutrition 

Security in Africa (IFNA), Coalition for Africa Rice Development (CARD) and other policies 

aimed at positioning the African farmer at the forefront of agricultural production and 

productivity. At TICAD 8 to be held in August, agriculture and food security will be one of the 

priority agendas. 

 

“Also, JICA through several technical cooperation projects has helped to improve agriculture in 

many developing countries including Sierra Leone. Currently, Japan’s private sector is also coming 

on board and they have collaborated on several agricultural projects in Africa where they have 

introduced Japanese expertise and technology to boost the sector. 

 

“It is refreshing to know that WFP has plans of partnering with Japanese companies on this 

project as well. All these initiatives show Japan’s determination to make sure our partners 

including Sierra Leone are equipped with the necessary capacity to boost production in the 

agricultural sector and open opportunities for smallholder farmers. 

 

“Let me add that, Japan focuses its development cooperation on people, especially those liable to 

be vulnerable. In this regard, this project is relevant to Japan’s Overseas Development Assistance 

in the sense that it focuses on building the capacity of smallholder farmers which will consequently 

improve their livelihoods and that of their households. When the livelihoods of people are 

improved, it is an important step in our efforts to promote human security. 



  

 

 

“I commend WFP and their counterpart the Ministry of Agriculture in Sierra Leone for their 

cooperation on the project.” Steve Nsubuga, Country Director of WFP said: “Today we once 

again are witnessing the generosity of the Government and people of Japan toward WFP in Sierra 

Leone, as well as their commitment to Zero Hunger. WFP in Sierra Leone is extremely grateful 

for this new grant of JPY 502,000,000. It brings the total amount of funding received from Japan 

by WFP Sierra Leone in the last five years to US$15.3 million. This makes Japan the largest 

bilateral donor to WFP in Sierra Leone. 

 

“The project will position small-scale farmers’ groups, especially women and youths in the most 

food-insecure chiefdoms of Sierra Leone, for greater economic opportunities. This project builds 

upon previous investments made by WFP with funding from Japan to unlock opportunities for 

Sierra Leonean smallholder farmers. It comes as WFP globally addresses rising humanitarian 

needs by ring-fencing its investments in building resilience. 

 

“The project is aligned with key Sierra Leonean national priorities for agricultural development, 

outlined in the 2019-2023 National Agriculture Transformation Strategy and over 40,500 people 

in Kambia, Kenema, Koinadugu, Moyamba, Pujehun & Tonkolili districts will benefit from this 

grant at a time when the Sierra Leonean economy is strained, and food insecurity affects roughly 

2/3 of the population. 

 

Source: https://www.thesierraleonetelegraph.com 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.thesierraleonetelegraph.com/world-food-program-steps-up-food-security-in-sierra-leone-with-3-85-million-japanese-funding/


  

 

Procurement Notices 

 

Bid Summary: General Procurement Notice for Procurement Of Computers And Office 
Equipment (Laptop Computers Mobile Phones Printers Tablets Etc) 

Funded by:  The World Bank Group 

Bid deadline: 25 July 2022 

………………………………………………………… 

Bid Summary:  General Procurement Notice for Rehabilitation Of Community Health Centres 
(Chc) 
 
Funded by:   The World Bank Group 

Bid deadline:  25 July 2022 

………………………………………………………… 

Bid Summary: General Procurement Notice for Purchase Of Nine Motor Vehicles 

Funded by: The World Bank Group  

Bid deadline: 25 July 2022 

 
For full/more procurement notices, visit: 
https://www.ungm.org/Public/Notice 

https://www.nppa.gov.sl/ 

https://www.sl.undp.org/content/sierraleone/en/home/procurement.htm 

https://www.biddetail.com/global-tenders/sierra-leone-tenders 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.ungm.org/Public/Notice
https://www.nppa.gov.sl/
https://www.sl.undp.org/content/sierraleone/en/home/procurement.htm
https://www.biddetail.com/global-tenders/sierra-leone-tenders


  

 

How to Protect Yourself from covid-19 

Older adults and people who have severe underlying chronic medical conditions like heart or lung disease or 
diabetes seem to be at higher risk for developing more serious complications from COVID-19 illness. Please consult 
with your health care provider about additional steps you may be able to take to protect yourself.  

                                                                                
Clean your hands often                                                                      Cover Coughs and Sneezes 

• Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds especially after you have been in 
a public place, or after blowing your nose, coughing, or sneezing. 

• If soap and water are not readily available, use a hand sanitiser that contains at least 60% alcohol. 
Cover all surfaces of your hands and rub them together until they feel dry. 

• Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed hands. 

• Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue when you cough or sneeze or use the inside of your elbow. 

• Throw used tissues in the trash. 

• Immediately wash your hands with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. If soap and water are not 
readily available, clean your hands with a hand sanitiser that contains at least 60% alcohol. 

                                                                          
       Avoid close contact                                                                             Stay home if you’re sick 

• Stay home if you are sick, and only go out when you need to get medical care.  

• Avoid close contact with people who are sick 

• Put distance between yourself and other people if COVID-19 is spreading in your community. 
This is especially important for people who are at higher risk of getting very sick. 

 
 
                                                                        
 
     Wear a facemask if you are sick                                                                Clean and disinfect       

• If you are sick: You should wear a facemask when you are around other people (e.g., sharing a room 
or vehicle) and before you enter a healthcare provider’s office. If you are not able to wear a facemask 
(for example, because it causes trouble breathing), then you should do your best to cover your coughs 
and sneezes, and people who are caring for you should wear a facemask if they enter your room. 

• If you are NOT sick: You do not need to wear a facemask unless you are caring for someone who is 
sick (and they are not able to wear a facemask). Facemasks may be in short supply and they should be 
saved for caregivers. 

SOURCES: 
1. https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/.html 
2. http://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/misinformation_related_to_the_2019_coronavirus_pandemic 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/.html


  

 

 

 

 

COLOFON 

 

Credits 
 
This newsletter is written and edited by Kemurl Fofanah for the SLNBCC. All articles are 

written by SLNBCC staff, or shared from news sources with correct references. 

 

Feedback 
 
Do you have any comments, suggestions or remarks on this newsletter? Feel free to contact 

us at any time. Please send an email to ibnfofanah@gmail.com or binta@gnbcc.net. Also, 

we are looking for more press releases from our members. If you have anything you would 

like to share with our extensive network, our monthly newsletter provides the perfect 

platform to do so. 
 

Membership 
 
If you are interested in becoming an SLNBCC Member, please contact Binta Jalloh 

directly through binta@gnbcc.net or by calling +232(0)78381007. 

 

www.slnbcc.com 
 
www.facebook.com/slnbcc 

 

Thank you for reading our newsletter, the SLNBCC team: Binta Jalloh, Kemurl Fofanah,  

 

                                                                

mailto:binta@gnbcc.net

