Visit of Dutch Ambassador to Liberia
The Netherlands is represented in Liberia by Netherlands Ambassador
Ron Strikker, residing in Accra.
He visited Sierra Leone and Liberia from 11 to 18 July 2021. During
his visit to Liberia, from 14-18 July, Ambassador Strikker was
welcomed by LNBCC. He paid a farewell call to the Deputy Minister
of Foreign Affairs and afterwards made a tour to several projects in
which the Embassy participates. He also visited some members of
LNBCC.
During the first day of his visit the Ambassador paid a courtesy visit to Her Excellency Mrs. Cllr.
Deweh E. Gray, Deputy Minister for Legal Affairs. The subjects of the conversation included the
excellent longstanding bilateral relations, the Orange Knowledge Program which provides
scholarships to Liberian professionals and the wish to open a Netherlands consulate in Monrovia
soon.
In the afternoon a visit was made to APMT Head office at the Monrovia
Freeport. The goal was to meet the new General Manager of APMT
recently appointed to Monrovia Mr. Jonathan Graham. Mr Graham
however was on leave to the US and was represented by the marketing
manager and head of HR department. APM Terminals Monrovia has put a
lot of effort in improving it’s relations with the Liberian business world
through better communication. Efficiency is high and customer service has
it’s top priority. On top of that APM Terminals runs their operation on the
stricktest safety rules, with a goal to have Zero accidents. APM terminals
has also recently invested in more port Equipment

Green Gold is a young Liberian company (2017) working very hard to combat climate change
and deforestation in Liberia. A visit was made in the morning of the 16th of July. The company
produces charcoal briquettes it makes from agricultural wastes, such as coconut fibers, sugarcane
waste, saw dust etc. Meanwhile the company has also started producing highly efficient coal pots
which reduce the amount of charcoal needed to cook significantly. The company is based just
outside Monrovia.

As the production of charcoal leads to a high rate of deforestation the production of briquettes
from waste material is a welcome alternative to the traditional way of producing charcoal. Of
which there is a high requirement. Moreover health issues that have an impact on the persons in
production are reduced. The production of briquettes is done in a factory with good health
protection. Last but not least the use of briquettes develops much less smoke then the use of
regular charcoal. Another health benefit.
Green Gold employs a large group of female workers that produces the stoves and make the
ceramic inner part for it. Green Gold also supports the less advantaged persons by partnering
with them as distributors.
The company's management team recently participated in a SME training funded by the RVO,
which LNBCC implemented. This training aimed at making the participating companies more
attractive and visible for foreign partners.
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When asked, the GM stated the company has not yet reached the break-even point, so far money
has to be added every month. However, the SME training has helped the company to work better
business-wise, he said. It has made it much better to understand the costs and benefits.
A second visit took place later in the day on a project carried out by ZOA to help Liberians who
have somehow been traumatized by the civil wars. With one of the participating groups of about
ten people, a conversation took place in which the purpose and results of the training were
explained and the participants could also tell their own story: what had they experienced during
or after the war, how had their mind and behavior changed as a result, with what problems, and
how had the training helped them. Stories from participants showed that many had strong
emotions such as anger, vindictiveness, aggressive behavior, and no respect for others - which
hinder normal functioning in society.

The training is called Community Based Sociotherapy and is taught by people trained at the
International Institute for Community Based Sociotherapy, a Netherlands-based institute. ZOA is
the project executor, with Marleen Spieker as the project manager. The activity will continue
until the end of 2021 and then lasted for three years. A typical training consists of fifteen weeks

of a three-hour session in which concepts such as trust, emotions, respect, safety and care are
central.
It was an impressive meeting that was also telling about the recent history and current state of the
country.
Local Farms INC was visited on the 17 of July. This is a Solidaridad sponsored project in
compound 2, Grand Bassa county as part of the Sustainable West Africa Oil Palm Programme
(SWAPP II) sponsored by, the Dutch Embassy in Ghana. The project runs in various counties in
Liberia. The project will boost the crop yields and incomes of the farmers. Local Farms Inc. was
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given a loan from Solidaridad to develop a new modern oil palm processing facility, which was
designed and imported from Ghana. The new factory nears completion and the facility will serve
as processing center for Local Farms Inc 600 acre farm and also process the harvest of local
farms around the facility and as such help in the development of the area.
In the evening of the 17th after a challenging and long drive to No 2 Bassa county (Heavey
rainfall) the Ambassador held a Cocktail party for the Dutch community and Members of

LNBCC. The event was held at Mambapoint Hotel. The ambassador during his speech thanked
the Liberian community for their support and cooperation in the relation with the Netherlands
and wished all well. This was his last trip to Liberia as he will retire from service in August this
year.

The date of departure saw two quick visits on
the way to see the Ambassador off to the
airport. A stop was made at Libassa Eco
Lodge to show the effects of the devastating
erosion taking place on the Liberian coast.
Libassa Eco Lodge a place many Monrovians
celebrate their weekends and holidays. The
coastal erosion has now moved almost to the
edge of the buildings. Without serious
protection works this beautiful place might be
damaged or lost. A rudimentary coastal
defence has been put up by Libassa’s
management. However this is insufficient,
Libassa rudimentary protection; over 100m of beach eroded
more robust defence works are needed and
this counts for many important places along the coast.
The second stop was made to visit Manneka an
NGO and the Rope Pump factory of Mambu Inc.
Here the Ambassador could admire the progress
being made by Mambu and Anneke Quoi. Anneke
does a lot of work in supporting children and schools
with the help of her Dutch social community and
Mambu runs a factory in concrete artefacts and works
on WASH programs. The Ambassador received a
nice farewell gift from them for the extensive support
by the Embassy given to their projects.

LACC Arrests NTA Managing Director, Mr. Harbie
Macaulay, For Questioning After Workers’ Protest And
Allegations Of Financial Impropriety
MONROVIA –The Liberia Anti-Corruption
Commission (LACC) on Thursday picked up the
Managing Director of the National Transit
Authority (NTA) following allegations of financial
impropriety by workers of the NTA who staged a
protest on Wednesday in demand for four months’
salary arrears and called for his removal.Mr. Harbie

McCualey was escorted to the headquarters of the LACC by investigators of the Anti-Corruption
Commission and officers of the Liberia National Police after he was picked up from his offices
in New Georgia on Somalia Drive.
FrontPageAfrica gathered that his arrest and interrogation is part of an aggressive drive to
preemptively enforce financial regulation across government as opposed to waiting to
investigate. The LACC will, accordingly, now follow the money as it is being
spent, FrontPageAfrica gathered.
In this regard, the government through the Ministry of Finance and Development Planning is
developing a new expenditure tracking system that would enable the public to follow public
spending in real-time.
The Liberia Anti-Corruption Commission would, henceforth, be digging into funds flow
management to check for potential breaches to existing regulations and move in to clamp on
wrongdoing.
The NTA employees accused Mr. McCauley of corruption, nepotism, and bad labor practice at
the NTA and stressed the need for the President to remove him as head to further save the entity
and the image of the government.
Read More:

Liberia Maritime Authority Transitions from Rescue Mode
to Recovery Mode As A Dozen of Niko Ivanka Passengers
Feared Dead
MONROVIA – The Liberia Maritime
Authority has announced that the
lifeless bodies of three persons
believed to be some of the missing
persons from the vessel were found on
the shores of Grand Cape Mount
County (2 persons) and Marshall in
Margibi County (1 person).
The government authorities have
moved in to recover the bodies. For
the respect of the deceased and privacy for the affected families, the names of the deceased are
being withheld until the relevant government agencies contact them shortly.

Also, divers have been dispatched to the location where the vessel sunk to assess its hull and
further search for any and all missing persons whilst modalities are being worked out to salvage
any materials from the vessel.
“We hereby announce that an Incident Management Center (IMC) has been set up at the
Monrovia Regional Maritime Rescue Coordination located on the Coast Guard Base. The IMC
consists of the members of the National Maritime SAR/Disaster Committee which were
activated by Commissioner Nagbe, the National Search and Rescue Coordinator on July 20,
2021.
“Meanwhile, we wish to inform the press and the general public that two numbers have been
activated at the IMC for reporting purposes. The two numbers are 0777290158 and
0880753581.”
The Maritime Authority urged the general public to call the above numbers to report any
sightings of debris from the vessel, appearance of bodies washed ashore or any relevant
information that may assist in the recovery phase.
Read More:

African Heads of State Call for an Ambitious Replenishment
of the IDA20 to Support Their Recovery Agenda
ABIDJAN – Thirteen African Heads of State and governments concluded their one-day meeting
in Abidjan today with a strong resolution to accelerate economic recovery from the shocks of the
COVID-19 pandemic, scale-up investments in human capital, and increase their job creation
efforts. They called for a robust twentieth replenishment of the World Bank Group’s
International Development Association (IDA20) to support these efforts.
In a joint declaration endorsed at the meeting, the Heads of State emphasized that economic
recovery, job creation, and
investments in human capital –
including expanding access to
vaccines are critical to help people
recover from the shocks of the
pandemic, get out of extreme
poverty, and build a more resilient
and inclusive future.
The funding process that begins in
Abidjan this week, will conclude at
the end of this year with a policy

and financial package to support specific projects in the 74 IDA countries over the next three
years. The goal to mobilize an IDA20 replenishment envelope of at least $100 billion, for three
years, would be the largest amount raised in IDA’s history. This is a good opportunity to
demonstrate that solidarity is effectively essential for the good of all and that we can act together
to return to the path of income convergence that we were on prior to the pandemic and build a
safer and prosperous world, ”said President Alassane Ouattara of the Republic of Côte
d’Ivoire. “We know that when the World Bank has the backing of all its stakeholders, it has the
capacity and oversight to make a difference.”
Read More:

Liberia to Benefit US$350M from IMF US$16Bn Aid to Poor
Countries for Post-Covid Recovery
Liberia is expected to benefit about US$350 million of the US$650 billion backed by the
International Monetary Fund (IMF) to help poor countries.
The amount is expected to boost Liberia’s reserve and support economic growth through
infrastructure investment in post-Covid-19 era and support fight against Covid-19 through
vaccinations. The IMF aid fund will also help to liquidate both domestic debt as a form of
economic stimulus and to pay down some debts to the IMF.
The Liberian government led by the Ministry of Finance
and Development Planning will negotiate with the IMF the
uses of the fund. However, FrontPageAfrica further
gathered that the money would be given to the Central
Bank of Liberia and the non-reserve portion on lent to the
fiscal authority.
The IMF’s decision comes at a pivotal moment as Covid19 infections continue to spread among populations that have not been inoculated and as more
contagious variants of the coronavirus are posing new health threats. The pandemic has drained
the fiscal resources of poor countries over the past year, and the I.M.F. projected this week that
faster access to vaccinations for high-risk populations could save 500,000 lives in the next six
months.
Read More:

Governor Tarlue to Make Banking Sector Go Fully Digital in
Two Years
Mr. J. Aloysius Tarlue Executive Central Bank of Liberia (CBL) designate and his deputy Dr.
Musa Dukuly Deputy Governor for Economic Policy-designate Thursday, July 8, 2021 faced the
Senate Committee on Banking and Currency to justify why he should be maintained to that
position for the second time.

Governor Tarlue and Dukuly were recently re-nominated by President George Weah after he
ended the tenure of former governor Nathaniel Patray who resigned before ending his tenure. At
his confirmation, he announced that the CBL is working on a two-year plan to build a mobile
wallet retail system for the
country.
“In the next two years we are
going to build a retail system
which will accept mobile wallet
across network. Which means if
you are using MTN you will be
able to transfer money to
someone using orange network.
People will also be able transfer
money from their Eco-Bank
Account to mobile money users.
“We want to be less reliant on
cash and more reliant on the
digital space. I have discussed this with the African Development Bank, the UNDP and other
partners and they have all agreed that they will do it so we have a commitment.
“I want to make sure that our economy is not a currency base economy not surely bas on money.
We want to ensure that people pay their feels and bills just from their phones. Other countries in
Africa are doing it we can do it as well.”
He also informed the Committee members about commitment made by Liberia’s partners to fund
the program that would make Liberia more reliant on the digital space and less reliant on cash. In
response to concerns about politicizing the CBL, he promised to maintain professionalism in the
CBL.
Read More:

Overwhelmed Doctors at Star Base Treatment Unit Plead
with People to Believe the Covid-19 is Real
Liberians are facing the latest and most dangerous wave since the Covid-19 pandemic started 15
months ago. This latest wave, caused by the highly infectious Delta variant which entered the
country a month ago, has taken dozens of lives including journalists and high-profile
personalities.

As of July 11, 2021, the National Public Health
Institute of Liberia reported 144 deaths from a
total of 5,215 confirmed cases. 2,465, cases are
active and 2,606 have recovered. Experts warn
the true numbers are likely much higher.
Underscoring how infectious the new variant is,
a recent surveillance video in Australia captured
the moment of transmission between two people
who passed each other in a store a meter apart.
With a small fraction of the population
vaccinated against the virus, things are likely to get worse unless there is a dramatic change in
personal behavior.
Despite the new crisis, large sections of the population continue to doubt the disease exists. The
same lack of trust in government that marked the early days of the 2014 Ebola outbreak is
playing out again.
“As for me, I do not believe that this COVID 19 virus is in Liberia, the government is just
putting out false alarm to collect money from the international community,” said Trokon Wilson,
a street seller in Monrovia echoing the feelings of many Liberians interviewed
by FrontPageAfrica. “If
COVID 19 is really here,
while did President Weah
travel along with a 27man
delegation
to
France?”
Yet medical staff in
health facilities across the
country say they are
overwhelmed
with
COVID 19 patients.
There are only a few
treatment centers across the country that are able to treat them. Doctors are pleading with
Liberians to take precautions and protect themselves.
Read More:

UL College of Health Science, Yale, and Vanderbilt Receives
US$15 Million Health Research Utilization USAID Grant
On July 20, 2021, The United States Agency for International Development (USAID) announced
a US$15 million project aimed at establishing a public-private-academic hub for research
utilization in the Liberian health sector. The funds are part of USAID’s Bringing Research to
Impact for Development, Global Engagement, and Utilization (BRIDGE-U) partnership project.
Collaboratively, Yale University, Vanderbilt University, and the University of Liberia College of

Health Sciences (ULCHS) will create the Center for Teaching, Learning, and Innovation (CTLI)
in Liberia.
This committal comes as a result of these
Universities’ joint project titled “Applying
Research for a Healthy Liberia (AR4HL)” and
runs from June 11, 2021, to June 10, 2026. UL
College of Health Sciences Vice President and
Principal investigator Dr. Bernice Dahn,
reflecting on the significance of the muchneeded project indicated “Many donor-funded
projects implement programming without
building systems to install long-term institutional
knowledge or capacity for independent initiatives within the host country institutions. We have
designed this project with systems-building and institutional sustainability at its core, and we are
looking forward to the results.”
The project is expected to impact long-term research and training collaboration throughout
Liberia’s health sector and institutionalize income-generating activities and administrative
systems. Hence, AR4HL will transition to a national public-private-academic research and
training hub at the end of the project.
Read More:

Health Minister Jallah Says People Between The Ages 15 to
54 Have the Highest Numbers of COVID-19 Virus
Minister of Health Dr. Wilhemina Jallah has re-echoed her voice to call on Liberians and foreign
residents to abide by the health protocols to reduce the spread of the deadly coronavirus that is
gradually ravaging the entire country.
Speaking at the Ministry of Information regular press briefing on Thursday, July 15, 2021, the
Minister of Health said people are not coming forth to healthcare facilities when they contract
the Covid-19 virus. She added people are rather
treating themselves at their various homes.
“If you are having those symptoms, no need to hide
yourselves because the safety of all of us rests in our
own hands. The people between the ages 15 to 54
have the highest numbers of Covid-19 currently in
the country,” Dr. Jallah said.
According to the Minister of Health, the young
people are the ones that are in the constant habit of disobeying the health protocols that were
passed down by the health authority.

She added: “These are the same people we found going to the club at night. There is a possibility
that they may catch Covid-19 virus and they will not show any symptom and they will carry it
home to your family.”
“We want to encourage you to stop those practices because you may endanger the life of your
mother or father or even your own life,” she warned.
According to the health minister, the total cases in the country currently is 5,306. She added last
month June had the highest in cases with the amount of 2041 cases.
“That tells you that we were hit hard in June,” the Health Minister said. In July until now, we
have seen 1002 cases. We hope by the end of July, we will not reach the numbers that we
reached in June,” she added.
The active cases around the country are 2506. But the health minister says the number could be
cut down by half because for her some patients have already completed their 14 days at the
healthcare facilities and will be leaving soon.
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